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“I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live.”  

 
John 11:25 

Easter Assemblies 
 
We were very pleased to welcome Rev Alec Ham 
from St Mary’s Church, Upton to our Easter Assem-
blies on Thursday 30th March.  Our message for 
Easter was royalty, sacrifice and victory, and our pu-
pils supported this through Bible readings from the 
Gospel of Luke, leading us through the Easter Story.  
Music was provided by Alice Grievson singing “Not 
yet I But By Christ in Me”. 
 
During the last week of term some of our Year 8 pu-
pils were in Birkenhead,  sharing the Easter message 
with shoppers and residents through our Easter Card.  
The card (pictured right) was designed by Jodie 
McCann in Year 11.  We received a message from a 
member of the public who received a card, saying 
what a credit to the school the pupils were, and how 
much she appreciated the lovely gesture. 
 
When we return after the Easter Break, our Year 11 
pupils will be in the run up to their GCSE examina-
tions.  It is vital that they use these last few weeks to 
ensure they are fully prepared for all exams and can 
perform to the very best of their ability.  Subject Sites 
are an invaluable resource, and pupils know that staff 
are always willing to support.  
 
We hope our pupils and families have a restful Easter 
Break, and look forward to welcoming all children 
back into school on Monday 17th April 2023.   



 

 

Food Provision - Pupil Voice 
 
Pupils are really enjoying the food provision in school and can choose from a huge varie-
ty of freshly prepared snacks and meals that meet the school food standards. This en-
courages pupils to develop healthy eating habits and get the energy and nutrition they 
need to get the most from the school day and support their ed-
ucation. 
 
We always enjoy consulting with the pupils and love to hear 
what they like to eat and what they enjoy from the menu. 
Therefore, in order to continually improve the food offered and 
provide pupils with the food that they want, we have undertak-
en a Pupil Voice Questionnaire to review feedback from pupils 
to find out what meals they enjoy and what meals they would 
like to be added to a new menu. As a result, we plan to launch 
a new revised menu after the Easter break.  Please see the 
Website or Parent Hub for details. 
 
The continuation of serving lunch in year group areas helps re-
duce queue times, giving pupils as much time to relax and en-
joy their meal and socialise with friends during the lunch break, 
in preparation for the afternoon lessons. 

Commitment to Learning Ambassadors 
 
This term, Miss Griffiths and Mrs Keegan appointed 22 pupils as our new Commitment 
to Learning (CTL) ambassadors. These are the pupils in each year group who have the 
highest CTL grade in every subject, which means they consistently engage in lessons, 
complete homework, study independently and are on track to either achieve or exceed 
their target grade. This is an outstanding achievement.  
 
As part of their new role, our CTL ambassadors will be supporting in homework clubs, 
offering revision and independent study support to their peers, as well as supporting 
our next year 7 cohort of pupils during their transition to WHS and delivering session to 
pupils and parents focussing on effective independent study and using our WHS Big 4 
strategies.  

 
We are really excited to see them flourish in 
their new role! 
 
Our new CTL ambassadors are: 
 



 

 

In the run up to Easter, in our collective worship, we have been thinking about three key 
words that describe Easter. Those three words aren’t chocolate, chocolate and choco-
late. For Christians, Easter is about much more than that; it’s about a man called Jesus, 
and the meaning of his death and subsequent resurrection from the dead. The three 
words we’ve looked at are royalty, sacrifice and victory. 
 
Firstly, royalty. This refers to Jesus’ kingship, his royal heritage as a descendent of King 
David, and his title “Christ” which means “the anointed one”, or King. But Jesus didn’t 
just claim a title; he lived the role of divine royalty in everything he did and said, the mira-
cles he performed and his teaching pointed people to the Jewish scriptures, which show 
that he was the fulfilment of countless prophecies about the coming king written thou-
sands of years before he was born. This royalty is even more clearly illustrated in the 
sign posted above his head by the Roman governor who ordered his crucifixion, which 
read “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Jesus was God’s chosen King. 
 
Secondly, sacrifice. Jesus’ death on the cross wasn’t just an unjust arrest and a terrible 
tragedy. When Jesus died he said “It is finished.” – It wasn’t a sigh of defeat, he was de-
claring that he had completed the work that he came to do; in his death he paid the price 
required by Law so that people could come to God. But what does this sin-bearing, 
judgement-carrying, sacrificial death actually achieve? 
 
Our final word is victory. Jesus’ death was not the end; on the third day his tomb was 
empty, the body was gone, and an angel told mourners, “Don’t be alarmed. You are 
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the 
dead!” (Mark 16:6) The risen Jesus then met with hundreds of people – his closest 
friends as well as crowds of followers. But why is this important? Jesus’ resurrection 
proves that he is royalty, it’s God’s vindication of everything that Jesus said and did and 
claimed to be. Jesus’ resurrection proves that his act of sacrifice was accepted by God, 
making forgiveness possible through him. And his resurrection proves his victory over 
mankind’s sin and death, bringing the offer of life beyond this life for those who follow 
him as King, and promising transformation – a new life, living God’s way in God’s world. 
 
Those are our three words of Easter. Maybe you can take some time to think about what 
your three words of Easter might be. 



 

 

This term Year 9 pupils from XE, XZ, 
YN and YZ have been developing 
their creative, independent learning 
skills in Art. Pupils have based their 
arrangements on the work of contem-
porary artist, Helen Wells. 
 
Nature and the forms created within 
the natural environment are Helen's 
theme for her compositions and pu-
pils have been encouraged to work 
as artists in their own studio, encom-
passing Helen's techniques and 
theme with a free licence. 
 
Pictured below are composition re-
sponses, beautifully produced by (left 
to right) Elisabeth Platts, Niamh Nix-
on and Erin Platts from 9XE 
 



 

 

Events 
The last few weeks have been jam-packed with events in the Eng-
lish calendar. Whether the whole school was involved or just a se-
lect group of pupils, it is clear that pupils and staff at Woodchurch 
High School recognise the importance of reading and engaging in 
literature of all kinds.  
 
 
World Book Day 
This year for World Book Day on Thursday 2nd March, members of 
staff from every department were asked to share their favourite 
books with the pupils so that posters could be displayed on class-
room and staff base doors. Pupils loved finding out about different 
teachers’ favourite reads and discussing reading with them.  
 
In English lessons, pupils explored short stories that explored the importance of ‘Being 
an Ally’ for people who have different experiences and are discriminated against. Pupils 
discussed what they could do to explore the experiences of people who are different to 
themselves and how to show compassion towards them.  
 
 
An Inspector Calls Trip 
Alongside the Performing Arts Department, the English Department ran a trip for Year 
11 and Year 10 pupils to travel to Liverpool to watch the touring production of An In-
spector Calls at the Empire Theatre. Pupils were delighted with the opportunity to watch 
one of their GCSE Literature texts come to life on stage and a few even recalled a few 
quotations from the actors as they were listening along! The intriguing set and engaging 
characters will hopefully resonate with pupils when they are revising for their exam and 
sitting in the exam hall in May. 
 
 
World Poetry Day 
The final event of the half term has been World Poetry Day which was celebrated with 
pupils in their English lessons on Tuesday 21st March. Pupils had the opportunity to 
read poems about activism and helping to make sure that young people’s voices are 
heard. Issues such as climate change, body image and social media were discussed by 
pupils before engaging with both written and spoken poetry. Finally, pupils were given 
the chance to write their own activist poems.  



 

 

Treasure Olaluwoye and Jayden Murray in 8XEn1 produced some fantastic poems in 
response to the theme of the term, ‘Parent and Child Relationships’. Thank you for your 
enthusiasm for poetry and well done on some beautiful poems! 

Mother  
  
I remember when I was young,  
You would be there every day 
When I was sad you would pull a tongue 
And when I was bored you would let me 
play. 
  
I grew up and could do more, 
You had to be careful and safe 
In case I fell flat on the floor 
Or escaped through the safety gate. 
  
I got to school and was afraid, 
It got me worked up and made me cry,  
I remember the proud face you made 
And was glad that I tried.  
  
When I went out you would be sure  
I was ok and was protected 
But I had to do every chore 
Or i would stay in, which was expected.  
  
I got to high school and felt small 
In a big school unlike the rest, 
Not tiny but big and tall  
After that I would go back to your nest. 
  
You were always there when I needed, 
When I was nervous and my heart racing in 
my chest. 
Since I was young I was fed and you suc-
ceeded 
In being the very best of the best 
  
by Jayden Murray 
  

  

Brother 
  
I still remember, the caustic 
Choking smell in between the  
White walls. The best figure  
Of me holding my hand, I 
Didn’t know what was happening  
Between those closed doors.  
  
I still remember, in mid-June 
A baby born. 
ATTENTION IS GONE. 
A little figure of me 
As fair as can be. 
  
He became three, I was six,  
And I still remember He asked 
Me, what will I be? 
I showed him a football which I  
Later regretted as it made 
Him fall.  
  
I still remember, the wretched voice of my  
Mum towards me, like I killed her earnest 
She didn’t care, no she didn’t! 
I began to realise. I damaged 
Her Apple. 
  
Love and care given to the Best,  
The more he grows, the more 
It grows and then I shrink,  
Shrink and shrink again. 
  
I became injured. And couldn’t  
Play in the green fields of  
my joy. The sport which  
Made me realise my present 
Outcome, that ball. And  
I still remember my Dad 
Coming through that door with 
A pair of shoes. Not for me. 
  
My scripts, playing in the life of  
Him. And as he became more and  
more happy. I was the contrast.  
  
And now he’s 10 and I’m 13 
And I am becoming to realise 
The choices my parents made,  
And I do not rebuke it 
I now understand.  
  
Although he is, annoying and everything  
I will not want, I must come to the conclusion 
He is my brother. 
  
by Treasure Olaluwoye 

  



 

 

Pupils involved in SPARX also worked on their own poems for World Poetry Day. Some 
excellent examples are shown below. Well done on your great creativity and enthusiasm 
for poetry! 

Football 
  
Football. 
Loud and fun! 
Fast, running, tired… 
You shoot. 
You score! 
Football!! 
  
By Myla- Louise Morrison 
  

  

Time 
  
When the sun rises up 
the moon gets down. 
When I get up 
he gets to sleep 
while I’m in school. 
  
Our thoughts are blocked 
by places - missing. 
Fades with time. 
  
I hope one day to see you. 
Even across mountains 
And rivers. 
  
By Pak Yan Ho 

  

Me 
  
You’re as strong as a rock. 
Your feelings just flock. 
Your thoughts shine 
as if it’s your last time. 
You like to rhyme. 
  
But now it’s my time 
For me to shine. 
  
By Jayden Baines 

  

  

Year 7 
Pupils in Year 7 have been working towards their Centre Assessed Exams this half term 
and made an excellent effort to engage with independent study in preparation for these 
exams. Year 7 have had to focus on reading non-fiction texts about nature and animals, 
before writing their own non-fiction texts. After the Easter break, Year 7 will be learning 
about Shakespeare’s most famous play, Romeo and Juliet so a prior knowledge of 
Shakespeare or the play itself would be beneficial for pupils. 
 
The following pupils have been praised by their teachers for a fantastic performance in 
their English CAE and for their independent study in preparation for these exams. Well 
done and keep up the great work! 
 

 Orla Hartley 

 Bella Love 

 Ciaran Smith 
 
Millie Davies has produced some fantastic work in her English book and has been dili-
gently working on her spelling using purple pen. 



 

 

Year 8 
This half term, Year 8 have been exploring Shakespeare’s comedy play, Much Ado 
About Nothing as well as continuing to work on their responses to Unseen Poetry in 
preparation for their Centre Assessed Exams. Pupils have enjoyed learning about the 
plot of the play as well as the funny, interesting characters. After the Easter break, 
Year 8 pupils will be studying Blood Brothers so would benefit from an understanding 
of the play itself as well as the context of 1960s-1980s Liverpool.  
 
Teachers of the following pupils would like to recognise the hard work and preparation 
that went into producing excellent exam responses. Congratulations and keep up the 
good work! 
 

 Max Qemalli 

 Liv Jacobs 

 Zachary Robinson 
 
Erin McLaughlin has also produced some fantastic work in her exercise book about 
Much Ado About Nothing, creating some beautifully annotated extracts from the play. 
 
Year 9 
Year 9 pupils this half term have been finishing off their study of Stone Cold in addition 
to working on their non-fiction writing. Pupils have been writing letters and speeches 
about important issues such as homelessness and the importance of showing com-
passion to those less fortunate than themselves. After the Easter break, Year 9 will be 
beginning their study of The Crucible and Macbeth, focusing on the presentation of 
witchcraft and the supernatural in these texts, so a prior knowledge of both of these 
plays would benefit pupils.  
 
 
The following pupils have produced fantastic work this half term, including both class-
work and homework. Great job and keep up this hard work! 

 Geordie Fung 

 Ethan Murphy 

 Charlie Volan 

 Max Piercy 
 
Lia Hughes has written an interesting speech on different charities that help the home-
less population of the UK using the skills she has learnt this half term. 
 



 

 

Year 10 
This half term has been busy for Year 10 pupils in English as they continue their study 
of A Christmas Carol and begin their study of the Poetry Anthology. Pupils have dis-
played their dedication to progress and education in their independent study, particu-
larly through the learning of key quotes from each text. After the Easter break, pupils 
will be continuing to work on their knowledge of the poems from the Eduqas Anthology, 
starting with the Romantic poets such as Wordsworth and Byron.  
 
Teachers of the following pupils would like to praise their continued hard work and ded-
ication to learning, as evidenced in their classwork and homework books. Keep up the 
hard work! 
 

 Demi-Leigh Martin 

 Morgan Swan 
 
Max Harwood has produced a fantastic essay on the Cratchits from A Christmas Carol. 
Well done Max for your continued dedication! 
 
Year 11 
Pupils in Year 11 this half term have been rigorously preparing for their Language and 
Literature examinations by completing practice questions in lessons, revising their 
knowledge at home and excelling in their Centre Assessed Exams. The majority of pu-
pils are also continuing to access Period 6 to give them the best opportunity to get the 
grades they seek for their Post-16 destinations. Pupils must continue to seek support 
from their class teachers and work hard with their revision as they enter their final term 
at Woodchurch High School. 
 
The following pupils excelled in their CAEs and their teachers would like to praise and 
recognise the hard work of each pupil. Continue this hard work and well done so far! 
 

 Jake Hutton 

 Lucy Hayes  

 Fletcher Wallace  

 Zoe Arnold  

 Sam Jacobs  

 Dominic Senior  
 
Nathan Greenop performed excellently in his Literature CAE and has clearly worked 
hard on his knowledge of An Inspector Calls! 



 

 

Year 11 have just 7 weeks at time of writing till exams start. To help support with revi-
sion, pupils should make use of the subject sites link below where you will find short 
summary videos of the key learning needed. We have also posted detailed revision 
support on google classroom. Geography GCSE subject site  
 
In class we have completed the teaching and after East-
er we have just 10 lessons until exams start. It is vital 
that pupils attend these to prepare them for the exams 
and the Paper 3 decision making element.  
 
Year 10 have been studying climate change, looking at 
its causes impacts and how we can respond to this 
global crisis. Pupils should make use of the subject 
sites link below where you will find short summary vide-
os of the key learning needed.  
 
Geography GCSE subject site  
 
Year 9 have completed the new unit on the Middle East looking at perceptions versus 
reality. So far they have learnt where the middle east is and why it's called the middle 
east. We have looked at the controversies around Qatar hosting the World Cup such as 
LBGTQ+ rights and migrant workers. The pupils have enjoyed learning about Dubai 
and how it has changed from desert to rich city in just a generation. The next unit will 
be Casts. This is important as we live on a peninsula surrounded by water. In this pu-
pils will look at how the coast is used by humans and the many issues that come from 
managing it.  
 
Year 8 are completing a new unit on our Island home, this looks at both the physical 
and human geography that makes the UK special. So far pupils have covered The 
countries of the UK, how the UK fits in with Europe, why the UK has changeable weath-
er, why the UK is ethnically diverse. This unit builds on skills taught in year 7 while giv-
ing pupils a better understanding of the country that they live in. 
 
 
Year 7 have started one world seven continents inspired by the David Attenborough 
series which can be found here ( BBC). In this the pupils will apply the skills gained in 
the last unit to learn about how each continent is unique and what are the major issues 
facing it and apply their problem solving skills to tackle issues such as immigration from 
Mexico to USA, the trans Amazonian Highway, Tourism in Antarctica, wildfires in Aus-
tralia and Tsunamis in Asia. 

https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/geography/home/year-groups/gcse
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/geography/home/year-groups/gcse
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07dzjwl/episodes/player


 

 

Year 11 have now completed the Unit on Elizabethan England and are drawing to an 
end on the USA unit. We will be having a drop down day on Friday 31st March to en-
sure students feel fully prepared for their upcoming exams. 
 
After Easter we will only have 10 lessons left. To aid the students there will be Easter 
revision sessions, with details to follow. Please encourage your child/ward to attend an-
ything on offer. 
 
Year 10 are working hard on their second topic of the Cold War. We are currently look-
ing at the formation of NATO, so please encourage students to discuss this at home in 
light of the current situation in Eastern Europe. This will really enhance the students' un-
derstanding of the importance of studying History. 
 
Year 9 have now started out updated Key Stage Three curriculum and are studying the 
First World War. Students have been looking at life on the Western Front and the 
trenches. There are lots of good films and documentaries available to stream on this. 
Please encourage pupils to investigate this at home. 
 
Year 8 have concluded the Tudors and Elizabethan England and are currently looking 
at the Gunpowder Plot. After Easter they will be studying the slave trade and the impact 
this had on Britain, with particular attention being paid to Liverpool. There is a fantastic 
slavery museum in Liverpool which is free of charge. Easter may be a perfect opportuni-
ty for them to explore this. 
 
Year 7 are continuing with their hard work on the power of Medieval Monarchs. After 
Easter they will be moving onto our new Key Stage Three curriculum and will begin to 
investigate how terrible the Tudors really were. ‘Horrible Histories’ have some fantastic 
shows and books based around this topic that might peak the students interest.  
 



 

 

Year 7 have been working especially hard this term, preparing and carrying out 
their assessments in RS in the main hall.  Huge congratulations to all for their persever-
ance and dedication. 
 
The year group have been studying the life of Jesus this term with a particular focus on 
excerpts from Mark’s gospel, which has been a new challenge that the pupils have real-
ly taken in their stride! They have also explored the death and resurrection of Jesus to 
understand why Easter is important to Christians. 
 
Next term they will be beginning a new learning programme about beliefs and practices 
found within Islam which will be an exciting new field for many of our pupils. Mrs Murphy 
will be organising a related trip to the Wirral Dean Centre for a group of pupils. 
 
Pupils should be using the subject site to support learning homework set in lessons. 
 
Year 8 have been the religion of Judaism and will be moving on this week to fo-
cus on the Holocaust, with a focus on looking at how Jewish people were persecuted 
and treated before, during and after the war. Mrs Murphy has organised a trip the Man-
chester Jewish Museum for some RS classes which will be an excellent opportunity for 
pupils. 
 
Year 8 have also been working hard in preparation for their RS assessment in the hall. 
To follow this, pupils should ensure that they use the subject site to support learning 
homework set in lessons. 
 
Year 9 have had the opportunity to consider some of life’s “big questions” this term, 
since they have been studying a unit about suffering and evil. The pupils have been fo-
cusing on Christian teachings about why there is suffering and evil in the world and this 
week students have been looking at different perspectives for crime and punishment. 
 
Next term moving on to look at ‘what happens when faith and courage collide?’ which 
will look at religious people and how they have shown courage in their lives due to their 
religious beliefs. 
 
Pupils should ensure that they are continually using the subject site to support learning 
homework set in lessons. 
 
Year 10 have recently carried out their RS assessment in the hall, and have 
shown a real improvement in their exam technique resulting from their hard work. The 
pupils are currently studying paper 2: Christian beliefs and practices. 
 
Mrs Murphy will be organising a guest speaker from Open Doors into school next term, 
which is an organisation that helps Christians cope with persecution, and is a key topic 
for one of their GCSE papers.  There will also be a trip in the summer term to support 
subject knowledge for paper 3 on Judaism to the Jewish Museum in Manchester!  
 
It’s important that pupils continue to use the subject site to support learning homework 
set in lessons. 



 

 

Year 11 are moving towards their first RS GCSE and have been in the hall this 
week revising paper 3: Judaism. Students now have all three revision guides for the 
GCSE and now need to use these to do their own independent revision. 
Students also need to now need to start practising the sample questions that have 
been given to students by Mrs Wilton. 
 
Exam Dates 
 
Paper 1 - Philosophy & Ethics - Monday 15th May (am) 
Paper 2 - Christianity - Tuesday 23rd May (pm) 
Paper 3 - Judaism - Tuesday 6th June (pm) 
Please continue to use the subject site to support revision. 
 

The Year 11 Child Development pupils are currently learning about how children 
learn and develop through play. The pupils visited Ganneys Meadow Family Centre 
to support their learning. They have really enjoyed the experience and have learnt a 
lot about how children learn through play.  
 
This experience has allowed pupils to implement the types of play and the activities 
that children enjoy into their coursework. Pupils have relished this opportunity and 
spoken about how they really enjoyed it and how it boosted their confidence.  
 
A number of pupils will continue to volunteer during the summer holidays. The staff 
commented on how well the pupils interacted with the children and how much they 
got involved with the daily routines.  



 

 

Year 10 and 11 Intermediate Maths Challenge 
 
In February, selected pupils in Year 10 and 11 participated in the UKMT Intermediate 
Maths Challenge. It was a fantastic opportunity enjoyed by pupils to encourage mathe-
matical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency. The pupils worked extremely hard 
and a huge congratulations to all that participated. 
 
To recognise the hard work displayed, the highest performing pupils (within the top 50% 
of all participants across the country) were awarded either the bronze, silver or gold 
award. Well done to the following pupils on their achievement: 

In addition, the very highest performers across the country have been invited to com-
pete in the follow-on round. A massive congratulations to Gabriel Nabong and Owen 
Doran who will both now complete the Pink Kangaroo Challenge. 



 

 

iFelicidades! 
 
The MFL department would like to say a big thank you to pupils studying French and 
Spanish. Pupils have made a fantastic start in their commitment to learning so far this 
year. ¡Gracias! Merci! 
 
Google Classroom: Homework 
 
The MFL department is now using Google Classroom as 
the main hub for setting homeworks. While vocabulary 
and homework materials will be uploaded to Classroom, 
students should still continue to bring their vocabulary 
books to lessons as they will still need these for certain 
resources. Homework should also continue to be logged 
in planners as usual so that parents remain aware of any 
engagement with independent learning.  
 
Year 7 Reading and Listening assessment  
Year 7 are currently completing their Reading and Listening assessments. Pupils have 
committed to revising for their exams with Endurance. In lessons, pupils will be acting 
on feedback from the exams and celebrating successes. Well done Year 7, keep up 
the good work! 
 
Year 8 Reading, Writing and Listening Assessments  
Year 8 are currently completing their Reading, Writing and Listening assessments. 
The pupils have shown their wisdom during the assessments. In lessons, pupils will be 
acting on feedback from the exams and celebrating successes. Well done Year 8 
thank you for your commitment to revision! 
 
Year 9 Writing and Translation Assessments 
Year 9 have now completed their Writing and Translation assessments. They are act-
ing on feedback in lessons. Well done Year 9 on showing incredible Endurance and 
Wisdom.   
 
Year 10 Reading and Listening Assessments   
Year 10 are currently completing a Reading and Listening assessment in lessons on 
the current topic of Home and Local Area. Thank you for your Endurance and Commit-
ment to revision Year 10.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Year 11 GCSE Speaking Exams  
Year 11 students are preparing for their GCSE Speaking Exams. The dates of these 
exams are 26th, 27th and 28th April.  We encourage year 11 to continue their revision 
on the MFL subject sites and revising their GCQs. 
 
To support their progress, pupils can access a range of key grammar and topic re-
sources via our MFL Google Site. One way pupils can challenge themselves at home 
would be by continuing to revise the ‘Hub Phrases’, ‘Booster Verbs’ and the key tens-
es. Revision materials such as ‘Knowledge Organisers’ are also available on the MFL 
Google Site. Pupils are encouraged to use the condensed knowledge organisers pro-
vided for each GCSE ‘Theme’ and to use these to support their ongoing revision. 
 
Linguists of the Month  
 

 



 

 

Pupils should now have a login for Languagenut, which is an exciting, interactive re-
source, currently being used in MFL.  
 
Languagenut supports both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 pupils with secondary lan-
guage level learning and preparation for exams in both French and Spanish, covering all 
four key skills; we are encouraging all pupils to log on to Languagenut to enhance their 
learning and also to take part in the World Language competition, competing for points 
against not only other schools around the world but also with their fellow classmates.  
 
Top 10 Languagenut Students   
 

1. Jake McDowell 
2. Evie Cresswell  
3. Lily Upton  
4. Lennon Phillips   
5. Aimee Beasley  
6. Madeleine Brown 
7. Nathan Jones  
8. Jessie Chan  
9. Jack Buchanan  
10. Nathanael Gray 
 
Year 7 Spanish Music Club  
Ms Burns and Miss Swan are running a weekly, Year 7 Spanish Music Club 
on  Wednesday lunch time in MFL 2.   
 
Year 7 Homework Club 
Do you need support with your MFL homework?  Mrs Bentley is running a Year 7 Home-
work Club, every Tuesday lunch time in MFL 5.    
 
Year 7 Cantonese Club  
Cantonese Club will be running on a Friday Lunchtime in MFL 2. 
 
Modern Languages Subject Site 
 
The MFL Google Site is now up and running! For pupils studying languages at GCSE, 
pupils can now find knowledge organisers for each topic, grammar video explanations 
and topic videos to support their revision for GCSE exams. Class teachers will have 
shown pupils where resources are on the website, but pupils should ask their class 
teacher if they need any support accessing resources! 
 
The MFL Google Site also has resources to support revision and learning in KS3. If a 
pupil has any ideas as to what they would like to be included on the google site to sup-
port them further, please see Mr White in MFL 6. 



 

 

If you feel that you would like to refresh your language skills in small chunks, 
you may want to try some of these suggested activities. Just 5-10 minutes a day 
of practising language skills will make recalling vocabulary a lot easier! 

 

1. Download the free (and simple to use) language learning app Duolingo. 

2. BBC.co.uk/languages - select ‘Spanish’ in the ‘Choose your language box’ then 
click on ‘Mi Vida Loca’ to watch the 22 episodes of the interactive video drama. 

3. Quizlet.com - search for mflwoodchurch. Scroll down the list of activities to find topic 
areas to revise. The ‘gravity’ game is particularly addictive. 

4. Teachvid.com - sign up for a free account, watch the language videos and try some 
of the interactive activities. 

5. bbc.co.uk/bitesize – select secondary then KS3 or GCSE, Modern Foreign Lan-
guages then either French or Spanish. Quizzes, videos and interactive exercises on a 
range of topics, including all those at GCSE (we follow the AQA specification). 

6. ‘Easy Languages’ channel on YouTube – select either Easy French or Easy Span-
ish. Subtitles available in the foreign language and English. Good way to develop 
listening skills and build a wider range of vocabulary. 

7. ‘Comme une Française’ channel on YouTube – practise pronunciation, learn 
phrases on a wide range of topics and improve your knowledge of French culture. 

8. ‘Agencia ELE’ channel on YouTube – Spanish videos on a range of GCSE topics. 
Subtitles can be turned off and on through the settings button at the bottom of the video 
screen. 

9. 1 jour 1 actu.com – current affairs website aimed at young, native speakers of 
French. 

10. Lyricstraining.com – no need to set up a free account. Practise listening skills by 
completing gap fill exercises on French or Spanish songs. (Start with ‘Beginner’ and 
‘Choice mode’. 

 



 

 

A group of Woodchurch high pupils represented Everton under 16s disability team in the 
middle of the season fixtures at Salford sports village. The team played fixtures against 
Manchester United, Manchester City and Oldham.  
 
The team started off losing 3-1 to Manchester United, but then came back to draw 3-3 
against Manchester City, and also drew 1-1 against Oldham.  
 
As always, the pupils demonstrated excellent character all evening, and it was also 
pleasing to see two new pupils making their debut on the evening. Pupils involved were: 
Ben, Callum, Joe, Joseph, Cieron, Finlay, Leon, Max, and Oran, supported by the Team 
Manager, Dylan.  



 

 

Year 7 Drama 
 
This half-term Year 7 have been continuing to ex-
plore key features of documentary drama through 
consideration of Natural Disasters. Pupils have 
considered the 2006 Boxing Day Tsunami and 
have responded to stories shared from victims and 
their families with compassion and maturity. Pupils 
have been developing their devising skills, includ-
ing cross-cutting and still images, to create perfor-
mances with key moments of tension and to devel-
op more believable characters.   
 
 
 
 

Year 8 Drama 
 
This half-term Year 8 have been building on 
their understanding of Soap Opera and starting 
to apply key skills, such as exaggeration and 
melodrama, to the exploration of Reality TV. 
Pupils have really enjoyed creating Dramatic 
characters and exploring stereotypes in perfor-
mance and this has made for some incredibly 
funny pieces. We are really proud of Year 8 and 
the way they have engaged with and embraced 
this challenging style of theatre! Keep up the 
Endurance, Year 8!   
 

 
Year 9 Drama  
Year 9 have continued with their study of 
our Compassion and Justice learning pro-
gramme, focusing on societal issues- this 
half-term they have been exploring home-
lessness. Pupils have brought with them a 
wealth of knowledge from their study of 
Stone Cold in English and this has really 
helped them to develop believable charac-
ters in their devised pieces. Well Done, 
Year 9!  
 
 



 

 

 
 
Year 10 Drama  
                     
Year 10 have started their first component for 
their GCSE. Pupils commenced work on Com-
ponent 1 of the course earlier this half-term and 
Miss Jones and Miss Ryan are already im-
pressed with their enthusiasm and commitment 
to learning. This component sees pupils take a 
stimulus, in this case, the word ‘Beauty’ and re-
search and develop ideas to turn this piece into 
a performance. We are already seeing the 
wealth of knowledge and imagination that our 
pupils have with some of the mature and 
thoughtful ideas they are discussing and we 
can’t wait to see where the Summer Term takes them on their devising journey. Good 
Luck, Year 10!  
 
 
Year 11 Drama 

 
Year 11 have had an incredibly busy half-term 
finalising their Component 1 coursework and 
completing their Component 2 examination. Pu-
pils performed their exact pieces at the end of 
March. Miss Jones is incredibly proud of how 
hard pupils have worked to stage pieces from 
well known plays such as ‘The Laramie Project,’ 
‘My Mother Said I Never Could’ and John God-
ber’s ‘Shakers.’ Pupils are now turning their at-
tention to the final preparations for their Compo-
nent 3 exam in the next few weeks and    we 
wish them so much luck with their final exami-
nation.  



 

 

Year 7 
Music can be a difficult subject- that much is without question. 
On paper, it looks like complete nonsense- how can squiggly 
symbols and lines mean anything? This is what our Year 7s 
have been focusing on as they began combining what we 
learnt in our Rhythm and Pulse LP, with pitch. It is a testament 
to the endurance of our Year 7 cohort that each lesson they 
have been quick to recall, and build upon, previous learning. 
We have focused on everyone’s favourite nursery rhyme- 
‘Mary Had a Little Lamb’. Easy enough to sing, however when 
you are training every finger of your right hand to move at the 
correct tempo, and press the correct key: it becomes a lot more 
difficult. Both Mr Payne and Mr Fenney have been really im-
pressed with the development of Year 7, and we encourage 
them to visit the Music rooms on Monday and Wednesday 
lunchtimes in order to practise and develop their keyboard 
skills and learn songs of their own choosing. Now that they 
have a solid understanding of how to read music- the sky’s the 
limit!  

 
Year 8 

We started our ‘Rock and Pop’ topic with the big thinking 
question, ‘What’s the difference between the ukulele and 
the guitar?’. Although there may be many differences: the 
way they are played are identical. Our pupils  have learnt 
how to hold and strum the ukulele as well as using chord 
charts to independently learn how to play various chords. 
And, even though we played through specific songs such 
as: Hound Dog, Let it Be and Wonderwall; all of our  stu-

dents are able to play countless other songs which use the ‘Four Chord Trick’. The uku-
lele was a completely new skill to almost all of the cohort, and they rose magnificently 
to the challenge. Next term will see them focus upon another new skill set as we look at 
Rap and Hip Hop! 
 
Year 9 
If asked, who would you say sang the song ‘Hallelujah’? 
Most people would say, ‘Jeff Buckley, of course!’. Howev-
er, it was actually written by Leonard Cohen 10 years pre-
viously. This topic has focused upon cover versions and 
remixes, and what can be changed to create a unique ver-
sion of somebody else's song. After practically exploring 
this on the keyboards with Arianna Grande’s, Thank u, 
Next, pupils developed their production skills by mixing 
their own versions of Wonderwall and creating a remix of 
LF Systems, Hungry (For Love). It’s been a busy term for 
Year 9 however they have maintained their integrity and 
remained positive. Well done!  



 

 

Year 10 
 
This term Year 10 have been working extremely hard during the first component of their 
Music BTEC. Year 10 need to create three musical products covering three disciplines 
including: performance, composition and production. 
 
They also need to discuss four of five genres we have covered throughout our time to-
gether and use time stamps whilst listening to examples for each genre to demonstrate 
their understanding of different types of music.  
 
There has been some outstanding work produced already this academic year and we 
are incredibly proud of, Max Harwood and Aaran Graham-Comber in particular as both 
pupils have created some outstanding work, across all three disciplines, that has been 
put forward for a Headteacher’s award. 
 
Year 10 have continued to set themselves very high standards within Music and we are 
excited to see how this year group are going to develop their skills moving into Year 11!  
 
Year 11 
 
Year 11 are in full swing with completion of their final exam (Component 3). Pupils are 
using their skills to turn a classic song into a different genre. 
 
Pupils are making excellent progress within this unit so far, utilising all of the skills they 
have  learnt throughout their time during KS4. 
 
Pupils are in great positions to produce some excellent final products and all of the Per-
forming Arts department cannot wait to hear the results! Well done, Year 11!  
 
Extra Curricular 
 
Pupils can continue to attend extra-curricular clubs in Per-
forming Arts to develop their skills and confidence. 
 
Music Club continues to run on Monday and Wednes-
day lunchtimes allowing pupils from all year groups to devel-
op their skills on a range of different instruments.  
 
Choir also continues to run on Thursdays after-school 
and we have seen a big increase in pupils attending choir 
this half-term. We are always looking for new members to 
join the choir and would encourage anyone inspired by per-
formances at our A Night at the Musicals showcase earlier 
this half-term to come along and see what choir is all about.  
 
 



 

 

An Inspector Calls 
 
Pupils in Year 11 were so excited to see J.B. Priestley’s An Inspector Calls performed 
live at the Liverpool Empire earlier this month! Pupils behaved impeccably and we 
could not be prouder of how they represented our school community. They loved the 
performance and came back incredibly inspired with ideas about how they would direct 
their own versions of the play - in readiness for their Component 3 examination. We’d 
also like to remind Year 11 of their review writing competition in which they can win a 
range of Amazon vouchers just by writing a review of this performance! Good Luck, 
Year 11!  
 
Year 10 Performance Evening DNA 
 
Pupils in Year 10 finally staged their successful performance of Dennis Kelly’s DNA af-
ter working tirelessly on their preparations. We were so proud of the maturity and en-
durance that pupils demonstrated when staging this challenging piece and parents, 
carers and friends really enjoyed the production. Well done, Year 10!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Night at the Musicals!  
 
On the evening of March 22nd, pupils from Year 7-11 performed some incredible musi-
cal pieces and choreography from some of the world’s most-loved musicals! We had 
everything from classics such as Les Miserables to more modern musicals like Six! Our 
audience were incredibly impressed with our pupils and we would like to commend 
them on making the most of their gifts and talents with such Humility! Well done to all of 
the pupils that took part and thank you to everyone that supported our evening!  



 

 

We Will Rock You Auditions  
 
We’re already preparing for our next school production of We Will Rock You! Based on 
the music of Queen, We Will Rock You is set 300 years in the future in a futuristic and 
globally corporate world. Planet Earth has been renamed the Planet Mall and is con-
trolled by the Globalsoft Corporation. The head of Globalsoft is the sinister Killer Queen, 
who has banned all non-computer generated music. She has heard of a prophecy that 
instruments have been hidden somewhere on the planet and that ‘The Dreamer’ will 
emerge from the people to show the way to them. Meanwhile, Galileo, a young student 
and an outsider, is desperate to “break free” from this corporate world. He hears lyrics in 
his dreams and is heralded as the star of the prophecy by the Bohemians who have 
been searching for the lost instruments. To fulfil the prophecy. Galileo must evade the 
clutches of the Killer Queen and finally bring back the music! Auditions were a great 
success and we are continually proud to have pupils from all year groups representing 
our Curriculum Area on stage!  
 
We can’t wait to welcome you to see the show next March!  
 
 
Dance Workshop with CATS  
 
We were delighted that we had the opportunity to host 
the Lowry Theatre, CATS (Centre for Advanced Train-
ing) workshop in contemporary dance. The day consist-
ed of an engaging and energising contemporary move-
ment workshop with a session in contact work to finish. 
Well done dancers, you all showed endurance through-
out the day whilst developing your knowledge and skills 
in contemporary technique and the creative process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
As usual, it has been a busy spring half term on 
the school farm. 
 
February/March is the ideal time to teach the 
Year 7 Farm School pupils how to prune apple 
trees.  In their first lesson pupils were taught 
how to use secateurs safely and how to identify 
which branches they needed to prune. Armed 
with their new knowledge they were each given 
their own apple tree to prune. The pupils did an 
amazing job of the pruning, which will hopefully 
result in a bumper crop of apples this summer.  
The pruned branches didn't go to waste. The 
pygmy goats love to eat the branches and the 
pupils created small bundles of apple branches 
for the rabbits to enjoy.   
 
 
As part of the Year 11 ASDAN Animal Care assessment, pupils have to give a presen-
tation on how to administer First Aid to an animal.  Tao Galtress (Yr11) shows Yr7 pu-
pils how to apply a compress bandage to a dog to stop bleeding. He then went on to 
explain how to treat an animal with heatstroke.  The presentation was enjoyed by all 
and there were plenty of questions for Tao to answer.  
 
 

 



 

 

 
Year 7 pupils have also helped to set up 
the Forest School ready to be used next 
term.  
 
To prepare the area they pruned the 
trees and bushes that line the Forest 
School path, they dismantled and old na-
ture den and sorted all the materials 
ready to construct new dens in future 
lessons.   
 
In the photo James and Ashley proudly 
show off their remodelled Fire Pit to Pai 
and Zhana. They are all looking forward 
to toasting marshmallows on the Fire Pit 
next term!    
 
Getting ready for the Summer Term: We 
are presently training our pupil Lambing 
Team to help with lambing at the end of 
April.  In May and June our Sheep Han-
dling Teams will be showing the schools 
North Ronaldsey sheep at two agricultur-
al shows. Then in July we are excited to 
be hosting our very first Farm Summer 
Fair.   
 

 
 

Wishing you a Happy Easter from Woodchurch High School Farm. 
 
 



 

 

Archbishop of York Young Leaders 
 
Year 8 pupils continue to make progress towards achieving their Archbishop of York 
Young Leaders Award. On Thursday 30th March, Miss Calder's form was invited to 
hand out Easter Cards to members of the public in Birkenhead. The pupils excelled at 
this challenge and the feedback from local residents was incredible including 'how 
wonderful the pupils are and what a lovely gesture handing out Easter cards, the pupils 
are an absolute credit to the school' and 'you've brought a little bit of happiness to my 
day'. 
 
Year 8 pupils have also been involved in 'Thankful Thurs-
day'. Pupils have been asked to reflect on people who 
have gone above and beyond to help and support them in 
school and at home. They have been encouraged to write 
a thank you card to staff, explaining the impact they have 
made on their academic, social and spiritual develop-
ment. Pupils have also been encouraged to complete a 
card for people at home who have also supported them. 
 
Courageous Advocacy 
 
All pupils in X-Band forms along with YE and YN have 
had the chance to raise money for our four main charities 
this year. This has involved selling cakes, homemade 
earrings, guess the sweets in the jar, movie lunchtime 
club and many more. Pupils in the remaining form groups 
including YS, YV, YW and YZ will have their opportunity 
during the Summer Term. We will also be encouraging 
pupils in the final term of the year to be involved in the 
Race for Life event for Cancer Research UK. 
 
Well done to all the pupils who have been involved in re-
flecting our School Vision. 
 



 

 

 
Friday 31st March 2023    School Closes for Easter Break 
 
Monday 3rd April 2023 -    Easter Break 
Friday 14th April 2023 
 
Monday 17th April 2023    All pupils return to school 
 
Monday 1st May 2023    May Day Bank Holiday—school closed 
 
Monday 8th May 2023    Coronation Bank Holiday—school closed 
 
Tuesday 16th May 2023    7X Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 18th May 2023    7Y Parents’ Evening 
 
Friday 26th May 2023    School Closes for May Half Term 
 
Monday 29th May 2023 -    Half Term 
Friday 2nd June 2023 
 
Monday 5th June 2023    All pupils return to school 
 
 
 
 
 

This term we say goodbye to Mr Bunby, (Curriculum Leader for ICT, Business Studies 
and Computer Science), Mrs Burns (Teacher of MFL) and Mr Lawson (Teacher of 
Maths).  They are all moving onto new roles in other schools and we wish them every 
success. 
 
 


