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“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:6-7

On Thursday 16th December we were delighted to welcome Rev Alec Ham from St
Mary’s Church Upton and Rev Christine Broad from Holy Cross Church Woodchurch to
our Christmas Assemblies. The message of the Assemblies was “Hope is Here, Love
has Come” and this was underpinned through readings from the Head Boy / Head Girl
Team and messages from Rev Broad and Rev Ham. A special mention to the Music
team who led a superb rendition of O Holy Night by our newly re-invigorated choir, as
well as Eva Fisher from Year 9 who sang God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen beautifully.
All year groups held celebration assemblies on Friday 17 th December, remembering and
giving thanks for their educational opportunities provided throughout the first term of the
academic year. Pastoral Leaders were delighted to share success stories with their
whole year group.
We were very grateful to receive a fresh Christmas tree, donated by one of our parents. The
tree has been decorated over the last two weeks
by pupil writing messages of hope, gratitude, remembrance or love on paper angels. These
words represent each and every member of our
community, symbolising the life of our school.
We say farewell to Mr Caine in Maths this term
as he moves onto a new role in another school;
we wish him well in his new position.
As we come to the end of our first term we wish
all of our families a restful festive period, and
look forward to welcoming all children back into
school on Tuesday 4th January 2022. Should
there be any need to alter the return to school
due to Government guidance to schools, we will
communicate this through SchoolComms.

Catering Provision
To provide our pupils with a wider selection of food, we are extending our Catering Facilities. Not only will the pupils be able to use the Dining Hall, they will be able to access
two new Catering Pods which will soon have new canopies and outdoor furniture. In addition, during the Summer Term, we will be extending our existing Learning Cafe area
to increase the seating space and facilities for our pupils.
The Dining Hall and Pods will provide an exciting range of new food across all areas,
please see photographs below. We have listened to the foods that our pupils enjoy and
we have incorporated their requests within a school compliant menu.

Community Planting with Wirral Council
On Wednesday 15th December, members of the
Eco Committee and Farm/Forest School planted
over 200 trees within the Carr Bridge Road Green
Space. Wirral Council aimed to plant more than
10,000 new trees in winter and Nicola Wallbank
(Landscape Manager) invited our pupils to participate in this wonderful opportunity to contribute to
the goal. It was delightful to witness the children
share their knowledge of how trees play a crucial
role in storing carbon, providing habitats and protecting our environment.

Subject Site Update
We are delighted to report the many successes we have had in regard
to pupils undertaking independent study at home. We know that much
of this is owing to our innovative Subject Site provision, which was
launched with pupils last half term.
Our Subject Sites are a place pupils can go to for reliably high quality
learning material, delivered by Woodchurch High School teachers, in
line with Woodchurch High School's curriculum. Each site covers the
most important aspects of learning in each subject, and is accompanied
by a learning checklist and a short corresponding video lesson.
This provision has already proven to be an incredible resource for our
pupils, and a powerful step forward for us to encourage them to work
independently at home. We are incredibly proud of our Year 10 pupils
who used these without any direction from their teachers in a bid to ensure they were as prepared as they could be for Centre Assessments.
We will again be asking pupils to engage with this provision in this final week of term and
they will be set a short, targeted, independent task to complete over the Christmas
break.
We are looking forward to launching these sites with parents and carers in future whole
school events, and in the meantime ask you to open a communication about this provision with your child.
Support us to help pupils see the incredible potential they offer - and the positive impact
they can have on learning.

New Grounds - Year 7
Select pupils in Year 7 have started attending the 'New Grounds' Saturday school sessions over the past term.
Pupils have the opportunity to take part in
survival activities; they have been building shelters and learning how to start a fire.
They have enjoyed cooking sessions in the
Food Technology rooms, making calzone
pizza wraps and Christmas chocolate puddings.
Pupils have also been spending time helping
on the farm. All of the pupils involved have
enjoyed the opportunity to take part in the
exciting extra curricular activities and will
continue to do so in the new year.

Year 11 Centre Assessed Examinations
In January, Year 11 will sit their Centre Assessed Examinations in each of their chosen
subject areas. The dates of the examinations are from 31st January 2022 to
15th February 2022. It is crucial that pupils are utilising the two week break to prepare,
as the results from these are likely to contribute to the pupils’ final GCSE results. Revision materials are available on the school G - Sites and classroom teachers will ensure
that pupils are aware of what is needed for individual subject areas.
As well as the school G - Sites to revise, pupils should also look to utilising the Woodchurch “Big Four”. These have been sent out in the past and are also available on the
school Website. Mr Hesketh will, however, send these out to you all again in a parent
mail to ensure that you have them. Please encourage independent study over the
Christmas break as this will be vital to ensure the best possible examination performance.
In order to further support after the Christmas break, we are holding three Centre Assessed Examination preparation sessions on the following dates, 22nd January, 29th
January and 5th February. These sessions will be focussed on getting Year 11 ready
for the assessments and will cover content related to these. Please encourage attendance to these as it is another opportunity for the community to capitalise on and further
increase their subject knowledge.

Year 10 Centre assessed Trial examinations
Monday 29th November - Friday 10th December 2021
Year 10 has been making excellent progress this year and this has been a combination
of informed decision making during the options process in Year 9 and a committed and
dedicated approach to Key Stage 4. Since September, pupils have commenced their
examination pathways and we have been immensely proud of their achievements and
work ethic so far. On Monday 29th November, pupils had their first opportunity to be
assessed in their core subjects and option pathways. Centre Assessed Examinations
took place in the main hall and replicated what would be the expectation of all pupils in
Year 11. Pupils are clearly taking their exams very seriously and evidence of this was
the high numbers of pupils attending the revision sessions at Saturday College, as we
had over 40% of the Year group attend each one.
Preparation for these exams commenced back in September and staff have been busy
preparing and motivating the pupils to do their very best and ‘let their light shine’ during
these exams. Pupils have had access to a wealth of resources on the google subject
sites and staff have specifically uploaded a diverse range of exam preparation materials. Mr Stead has also supported the Year group by delivering a ‘study skills’ extended
assembly in early November, which focused on specific revision strategies such as the
Woodchurch Big 4 and the ability to construct a revision timetable that is both bespoke
and manageable. A reminder of the Woodchurch ‘Big 4’ is below and pupils should
have a very in depth understanding of how useful for revision they can be:





Concept Maps
Flashcards
Mnemonics
Condensed notes

During the examination weeks, Year 10 demonstrated outstanding Endurance, as the
majority of pupils sat 2 papers per day. We are very excited to hear how they have got
on and what targets will be set for future learning and development within each subject.
Year 10 Full Reports are due to be issued to parents and carers on Thursday 13th January, followed by the virtual Year 10 parents evening on Monday 17th January in which
a full comprehensive academic review will be provided.
I would like to take a moment to congratulate the Year 10 cohort and celebrate their
efforts during this demanding period of time. Below is a quick reminder of the expectations we set during the exam and what preparation should be made in the build up:
 Prepare a detailed and bespoke revision timetable and be committed
 Use the Google subject sites to support revision and be guided by your teachers
 Spread your revision out and email your teachers if you need further support
 Ongoing independent study and revision at home nightly
 Eat a good breakfast the morning of the exam
 Arrive at school a little bit earlier than usual
 Be prepared with your equipment and calculator if needed
 Make the most of every second in the exam hall and read over your answers, adding further detail and ensuring that you have answered every question to the best of
your ability.
Be proud of your achievements and your preparation

Thankfulness at Christmas
Thankfulness is the value for the month of December and therefore our value for the
Christmas period in school. It is especially good to reflect on the importance of gratitude at this time of year. One way to be more grateful to God is to appreciate and value
God’s grace and goodness in our lives.

Why not start by thinking of ordinary things that we enjoy. For me that’s a great cup of
coffee, a smile from a baby or loved one, a display of creation’s autumn colours, a
stunning sunset or a goal form Carlisle United! On their own, these may be seen
as mere background experiences in the many events that make up our lives each
day. Now consider the thing that you have enjoyed as a gift from a God who loves you.
You might want to specifically imagine Jesus handing you that cup of coffee, creating
those trees or colouring that sunset. We read in the Bible that ‘Every good and perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father …’(James 1:17). So once we recognise God’s gift, that ordinary ‘something’ has now become an ‘extraordinary’ gift from
God.
In the Christian faith we focus on the awesome truth that through the birth and death of
Jesus, God himself was purchasing our forgiveness. That is the greatest gift we could
ever have and we must always be grateful for that. Yet there are also an enormous
number of other smaller moments where God’s love towards his children can be seen.
A life of gratitude is the ability to recognise these moments everywhere. So if we enjoy
the beauty of a sunlit landscape or a snow covered mountain we can thank God. If we
have a good meal, we can give thanks to God. Yes, God loved us in an extraordinary
way 2000 years ago when Jesus was born to die for us, but he loves us now and all the
good things of life are signs of his love.
We can let big truths block out little ones and we may be so focused on the idea that
God is the supreme Creator of the universe or the One who will bring justice
to the world that we overlook the truth that he is a God whose grace and love can be
seen daily. His relationship with us is that of continuous, never-ending love. The birth
and death of Jesus proclaims that God is love, but that glorious truth is echoed in a million other ways.
To recognise God’s generous, loving hand behind our major and minor joys is the key,
to not just a day of gratitude, but a daily life of thanksgiving.
Malcolm Kydd (Chaplain)

On the 8th of November the cooking ambassadors visited the school farm to pick the
gigantic marrows and pumpkins that had been growing.
After some back breaking work, they spent the morning in food technology making
some delicious pumpkin soup and a spicy marrow curry. Students were learning about
the importance of locally produced sustainable food and its neutral impact on the environment.

The cooking ambassadors were lucky enough to make some for their own lunch, but
they also cooked for all the hard working farm staff.
Everyone agreed it was delicious and particularly welcome on a cold autumn day.

Year 11 Fine Artists experience Ian Murphy masterclass.
Internationally renowned artist, Ian Murphy, visited
the school in November and spent the day sharing
his techniques and experience with Year 11 Fine Art
pupils. All involved benefited from seeing Ian work
first hand before practising his techniques as part of
their GCSE course. Ian spoke of how he works in
his studio and what inspires him to produce his
work.
As you can see the productive day motivated pupils
to produce their own examples of work, linked to
their visit earlier this year to Liverpool; focusing on
the architectural features of some of the famous
landmarks in the city. We look forward to seeing
their final response, currently being refined, in the
new year.

Year 7
This half term, Year 7 have been continuing their study of Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. Pupils have recently completed
their first reading assessment based on the novel, focusing on
the character of Bill Sikes. Pupils have demonstrated their enthusiasm for studying the novel through excellent effort in lessons and have continued to perfect their knowledge of Oliver
Twist through their learning homeworks.
Year 7 pupils have also used the English Subject Site to prepare for their reading assessment and have found the website
to be incredibly useful in supporting their learning. Using their
knowledge of the characters and new vocabulary, pupils have
completed their assessments to a high standard and they
should be extremely proud of how hard they have worked.
Pupils are now preparing for their writing assessment, which will focus on descriptive
writing. In preparation for this, pupils are learning a range of descriptive writing techniques and using images to support their creative ideas. Pupils are encouraged to use
a wide range of vocabulary and ambitious adjectives to help develop their descriptive
pieces. We look forward to seeing the amazing ideas that pupils are sure to come up
with in their assessment, which will take place during the last week of this half term.
Year 7 pupils have continued to demonstrate our
Woodchurch Christian Values during their English
lessons, and have made a really positive start to
secondary school life. Pupils take pride in their work
and have shown great endurance in preparation for
their assessments this half term. They have continued to show STAR and SHAPE in English lessons
and have impressed their teachers with their expansive vocabulary and imaginative ideas, ready for
their writing assessment.
Teachers have noticed that pupils are making progress with every lesson and their
hard work is a reflection of how committed our Year 7 pupils are to letting their light
shine!
English Subject Site
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/home

Year 8
Following the success of Year 8’s first assessment of the term,
questions on Susan Hill’s The Woman in Black, pupils have been
developing their writing skills in preparation for their next assessment. Pupils have been exploring narrative structure, openings
and endings, and how to build tension throughout their writing.
The focus of pupils’ stories has been inspired by their study of The
Woman in Black, exploring Gothic conventions and techniques to
help them build tension and drama in their own stories. Techniques such as pathetic fallacy (using the weather to reflect the
mood), metaphor (comparing something to another thing to help
the reader visualise it) and short sentences have been utilised by
students to help build tension and suspense into their stories to
attempt to scare their class teachers.
After the Christmas break, pupils will be undertaking their narrative writing assessment;
this assessment will test their understanding of how to construct and write a story, and
also their SPAG skills (particularly spelling, punctuation, sentence construction and vocabulary). Therefore, it would be highly beneficial for pupils to read for pleasure over the
break to provide them with ideas and vocabulary that could help them construct their own
narratives.
Pupils should also prepare for their upcoming
assessment after Christmas by accessing the
English Site (link below) where pupils can access a series of videos to help them understand the expectations of the assessment and
assist them in preparing to write their own stories. Pupils should also liaise with their class
teachers to ensure they are accessing videos
and resources that would most benefit them,
and to give them a focus for their revision
through the Site.

English Subject Site:
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/year-8/the-woman-in-black

Year 9
Year 9 students have continued to make fantastic progress in their
English studies this term. Pupils have been completing their reading
of the American classic novels ‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck
and ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ by Harper Lee focusing on the theme of
‘War and Conflict’. In addition to this, students have been exploring
War Poetry from the Eduqas poetry anthology alongside narrative
writing in preparation for their Language Component 2 Writing assessment in January 2022.
During their studies this term, students have expanded their knowledge
and understanding of narrative structure and the crafting of creative
writing in MIMO sessions and in classwork and have impressed their
teachers with their creativity and imagination. Students are using this
structure to write narratives inspired by the war poetry they are exploring in class and have been able to embed complex literary techniques
seamlessly into their writing whilst also improving their vocabulary. This
is a complex skill to finesse, however Year 9 students have shown progress and commitment to improving their writing and are building these
skills well in preparation for their assessment.
Not only have pupils impressed their teachers with their
fantastic creative writing, but also with their excellent oracy skills. Pupils have had opportunities to debate and
share their personal opinions about war and conflict in
class discussions, using their historical context
knowledge of the poems explored to inform their opinion.
This has helped students to complete extended writing
tasks where they have analysed language and demonstrated their understanding of the poet’s craft using quotations as evidence. Students have shown real humility
and endurance whilst taking part in these discussions
around complicated, political topics surrounding war and
violence and considering philosophical questions with
maturity and intellect.
English Subject Site
In preparation for their assessments, taking place after the Christmas break, pupils
should access the English Site to watch videos that will improve their knowledge and understanding of what the assessment entails.
Of Mice and Men: https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/year-9/of-miceand-men
To Kill a Mockingbird: https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/year-9/tokill-a-mockingbird

Year 10
This half term, Year 10 have been working
towards and taking their Centre Assessed
Examinations. For English, it was crucial pupils had a secure knowledge of Shakespeare’s Macbeth in order to answer both an
extract question and write an essay on the
character of Duncan, the generous but naive
king. Pupils had to dig deep into Shakespeare’s language in order to read, understand and interpret the extract provided in
the exam, making sure to write about the effect on the audience whether that be the original Jacobean audience or a 21st century
group. For the essay, pupils had to learn a range of quotations for each key character
to make sure they could describe the impact and significance of that character throughout the play.

In order to help pupils learn quotes and get to grips with the essay,
the English Department delivered a session on essay writing on
Saturday 27th November which was well attended by over 110 pupils. Year 10 pupils had the opportunity to engage with Macbeth in
a collegiate environment, with lecture-style teaching and the opportunity to get rapid feedback on a practice essay. We were so
proud of how focused and eager the attending students were and
hope they will consider signing up for future sessions to improve
their knowledge and understanding of English.

Over the Christmas break, pupils should access the English Site to further embed their
knowledge and improve their understanding of the play by watching the range of videos
available, produced by our very own English Department, and producing revision resources such as flashcards, condensed notes and concept maps. This personalised
revision material will be crucial for pupils’ revision in preparation for their official exams
in Year 11, so must be taken seriously and kept safe for later perusal.
English Subject Site
Macbeth:
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/ks4/english-literature/macbeth

Year 11
In English lessons this half term, Year 11 have been continuing to prepare for their
English Language exams with a focus this term on fiction writing. Pupils have been
learning how to explore the writer's use of language and structure, how to give their
opinion and how to write about their own impressions of a text. Alongside this, pupils
have also been honing their own narrative writing skills by learning how to write convincing and satisfying stories.
Year 11 have also been rediscovering William Shakespeare's Macbeth during their
Thursday English Literature lessons and in their MiMo sessions. They have been exploring the role of key characters and themes within the play and developing an expert
vocabulary that they will be able to utilise beyond discussing the play, in their lives after Year 11. In preparation for their exams, Year 11 have also been practising their essay writing skills and engaging with the Woodchurch Big Four Revision Strategies to
learn important quotations from the text.
Year 11 have also engaged really well during Period 6 lessons where they have been
focussing on areas they may have missed during enforced closure. The content of Period 6 sessions has been specific to each class to ensure that pupils are receiving a
thorough and responsive education ahead of their GCSE examinations.

In the coming weeks and into next half term Year 11 will be enjoying reading and analysing Charles Dickens' classic novel: A
Christmas Carol. They should take the opportunity during the
Winter Break to familiarise themselves with the plot and characters of this well loved festive tale so that they are confident to
begin really delving into the text upon their return in the new year.
English Subject Site:
Year 11 pupils should continue to access the English Site to
watch videos on aspects of Language and Literature that they
need further knowledge, understanding or support about. Pupils
should make use of the Woodchurch Big Four Revision Strategies to record and refine their notes from this resource.
KS4 Language: https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/ks4/englishlanguage
KS4 Literature:
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/ks4/english-literature

In Geography Year 7 are developing their map skills, they have been learning about grid
references by locating shipwrecks in the Bermuda triangle, Studying scale by interrailing around Europe! To develop these skills at home check out the great mapzone
website https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
Year 8 pupils have been studying and have been looking
at ecosystems with a focus on rainforests. Pupils have learnt
where and why rainforests are found on the equator and how
that influences the climate. They have studied adaptations of
rainforest plants including the carnivorous fly trap, and picture
plant!
Year 9 have completed the Rivers unit and are now starting coasts. In this unit we will look at how the coast is used, the impacts of the sea on
the land and how these can be managed. Over the holidays have a walk around New
Brighton or Thurstaston, what management can you see? Do the work? What are the
issues?

Year 10 are completing their formal exams on Rivers. We will then move onto
looking at Coasts. Pupils should use the subject sites to review learning and correct
misconceptions shown in their exam answers. We will look at erosion features such as
landslides and how the coast can be managed sustainably for the future.
Year 11 will have completed Paper 1 revision for Rivers and coasts and after the
holiday we will start Tectonics. Parents and guardians should ensure that pupils are revising over the holiday any gaps in their knowledge of Paper 1 using the online support
from the Geography subject site or websites such as cool geography and bbc bitesize.
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg
Revision materials are provided at Saturday College and the green revision guides.
Geography Club will now run at Tuesday lunchtimes from 12:25- 13:00 in ICT 5.

Year 7 Designed Flags for Antarctica!
To celebrate Antarctica Day, Geography Club provided the opportunity for pupils across
KS3 to design a flag for Antarctica for the annual UK Polar Network Competition. 3 winning entries from Year 7 were submitted and travelled all the way to the continent with
scientific researchers and explorers. The entries from Woodchurch High School were
photographed with TJ Young, a Glaciologist/Geophysicist at the United States McMurdo
Research Station on Observation Hill. The cross on the summit is a memorial of captain
Scott who perished approximately 100 years ago on his return from the South Pole. The
mountain in the background is Mt. Erebus, the southernmost active Volcano in the world.
For additional opportunities, pupils are welcome to attend Geography Club during
Tuesday lunchtimes in ICT 5.

We’ve been getting stuck in this half term! From investigating BIG Questions at Key
Stage Three to preparing for exams at Key Stage Four, our Historians have been very
busy. Our mission is to help our students to understand our world and find their place in
it.
Our History website is being rolled out, and has a wealth of resources to supplement
our students learning.
Year 7 students have just finished their first enquiry that answers a very big question - Why did William win the Battle of Hastings? Arguably one of the most significant
events in history of our nation, the Battle of Hastings opened the door to a new age of
feudalism, castles and one of life’s great certainties - taxes! Our students are discovering the nature of medieval kingship and the rise and rapid demise of Harold II - king for
just nine months.
Students can learn more about this topic here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/
zsjnb9q/revision/1
Year 8 have been studying the Tudors this term - they began with an investigation of
the Wars of the Roses and the Princes in the Tower. Since that they have been learning
about the Protestant Reformation and considering the extent to which this changed the
lives of English people.
Students can improve their knowledge using the links on our History website.
Year 9 have just completed their assessment on the Transatlantic Slave Trade,
and are beginning the second part of our unit on the British Empire. Students will be
looking at interpretations of various events, such as the Indian Mutiny of 1757, in which
Indian soldiers fought back against their British Officers, and the Opium Wars with China, culminating in the colonisation of Hong Kong for a century and a half.
Students can improve their knowledge using the links on our History website.

Year 10 students have worked really hard to prepare for their trial exams this
week. They’ve been revising for the Health and Medicine paper, making flashcards and
other revision materials to aid their retention. In lessons we’re continuing with methods
of treating illness through time, from the development of anaesthetics by James Simpson, to the work by Marie Curie on radioactive substances that has made a massive
contribution to cancer treatment today. Students can continue to improve their
knowledge using our History website.
Year 11 have completed the fascinating topic of Civil Rights and many have begun investigating the political change that took place under Presidents Kennedy, Nixon,
Reagan and Clinton. This certainly was an eventful forty years - from the Cuban Missile
Crisis to the Vietnam War, Watergate to Reagan’s ‘Star Wars’ program of missile development. Students are working hard in lessons to prepare for their Centre Assessed Exams - revisiting past topics and preparing revision materials. We wish them the best of
luck in their preparation.
Students can continue to improve their knowledge using our History website.

Year 7 have been learning about Christianity this Term, focusing on important
Rites of Passage such as Baptism and marriage. They were lucky enough to go on a trip
to St Michael’s church which supported their learning programme by allowing them to
see the features of a church with their own eyes.
Year 8 have been enjoying some engaging lessons focusing on key Christian figures such as Oscar Romero, Mother Teresa and Martin Luther King. The sessions have
focused on how Christians put their faith into action, which also supports their Archbishop of York award. Year 8 also travelled to The House of Hospitality in Liverpool, where
they experienced interesting insights into the lives of Muslims and Christians.
Year 9 have been learning all about The environment and how human actions are
contributing to the current climate crisis we all face. They have also been studying differing Christian beliefs and views on how we should treat animals as well as the planet.
Year 9 have an upcoming trip to…. and we will also have a Jewish speaker coming into
school to present to our year 8’s, supporting their upcoming learning on The Holocaust.
Year 10 have been working really hard this term, using The Woodchurch Big 4 to
aid them in their revision for the upcoming trial exams.
Year 11 will now be fully underway revising for their Centre assessed examinations due to take place in January. Anyone seeking extra help can use the subject sites
to support their revision: https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/rswoodchurch/
gcse-religious-studies/philosophy-ethics-revision
In the new year KS3 pupils will be invited to join the RS club set to launch in early 2022!
Make sure to keep posted on the upcoming club to be run by Mr Ashton and Mr Killilea.

The new Year 9 cohort for 2020 will be announced in the new year. Look at the DofE notice board on the Humanities corridor for up to date information and meetings. Remember if you are lucky enough to be selected you need to commit to the training and support sessions to be successful.

The newsletter this half term focuses on 2 different areas of online safety, with guides on
the following pages.
Netflix - Over the festive season, many pupils will either ask for TVs or spend more time
watching TV than usual. This useful guide will give you tips and advice on how to ensure that your child is using this streaming service safely

Snapchat - Being one of the most popular social network sites around, more and more
pupils are signing up to it. This handy guide will give you the chance to see how you
can help them use it safely
The Computing and Business department website has a wealth of information and resources to support pupils working on our courses. We strongly encourage pupils in year
11 to use the site over Christmas to prepare for the upcoming Enterprise and Marketing
exam on January 12th and for pupils who study BTEC IT, GCSE Business or GCSE
Computer Science to prepare for their Centre Assessments in late January. The site includes the following:
Virtual lessons and videos for pupils who have missed lessons or who want to plug gaps
in their knowledge.
Lesson resources such as presentations, worksheets and past papers
Information and videos on careers in our subjects and how they relate to the real world
Revision sessions with built in activities that have be tailored to different topic areas on
the exams
The address for the site is https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/computingbusiness/home and is accessible with a school Google account.
Year 10 Computer Science and Separate Science pupils were recently involved in a
BIMA day. Pupils were challenged with using technology to create a useful resource that
would educate people on the effects of climate change in association with WWF.
Our pupils were judged by industry professionals and a finalist group was picked to enter
the national competition. The winning team created an app allowing people to calculate
the carbon footprint of their weekly shop in a bid to urge people to make better, more environmentally friendly choices.
National winners will be announced in the new year and we are keen to see how our students place!
Best Wishes
Mr Bunby

Entry Level Certificate
27 pupils in Year 10 have achieved the Entry Level Certificate grade 3 at the commencement of their GCSE Studies. Congratulations to all of the below for achieving this
certificate.
Summer Armstrong
Chloe Doyle
Layla Duddy
Daniel Ferris
Fletcher Jones
Charlie Marsden
Toby Martin
Georgia McQuillan
Ava O'Brien
James Wilkinson
Olivia Arthur
Owen Blease
Darce Britton
Maddison Brown
Lauren Clark
Spencer Crofts
Jack Eccleson
Roman Galindo
Teo Galtress
Jay Rimmer
Charles Sayer
Stephen Thomas
Elisha Rowlands
Dylan Ruddock
Harry Whitehouse
Trinity Wong

Maths to Save the World
On Monday 13th December a number of Year 10 mathematicians and members of the
Eco Committee attended a live streamed seminar on how Maths and Maths Careers
can be used to help save the world. This was set against the backdrop of the COP26
summit, and hopefully this conversation has inspired a member of our community to see
Maths as a solution to the climate crisis.

The MFL department would like to say a big well done to pupils studying French and
Spanish. Pupils have shown outstanding endurance since their return to school and
have made an excellent start to their studies this year. ¡Gracias! Merci!
Google Classroom: Homework

The MFL department is now using Google Classroom as the main hub for setting homeworks. While vocabulary and homework materials will be uploaded to Classroom, students should still continue to bring their vocabulary books to lessons as they will still
need these for certain resources. Homework should also continue to be logged in planners as usual so that parents remain aware of any engagement with independent learning.
All learning homework set is also available on our MFL Google Site!
Assessments
Congratulations to all key stage 3 students that have now completed their assessments
this half term. To support their progress, pupils can access a range of key grammar and
topic resources via our MFL Google Site. One way Year 8 and 9 can challenge themselves at home would be by continuing to revise the ‘Hub Phrases’, ‘Booster Verbs’ and
the key tenses. Revision materials such as ‘Knowledge Organisers’ are also available
on the MFL Google Site. Pupils are encouraged to use the condensed knowledge organisers provided for each topic and to use these to support their ongoing revision.
Pupils can also use online websites such as DuoLingo, Memrise and Quizlet to revise
vocabulary. Practice exam questions are also available on BBC Bitesize which has been
updated, and any other support needed pupils should ask their MFL teacher.
Year 10 and 11 pupils are currently completing assessments in French and Spanish.
Pupils have revised well for these exams and MFL would like to say thank you
to Year 10 and 11 for their endurance and commitment to revision. Year 10
and 11 pupils should continue to use their vocabulary books and the MFL
Google Site to revise key concepts and grammar points.
Home Learning and Revision
There are lots that parents and carers can do to support our pupils completing home
learning for French and Spanish, using a range of online resources. We would recommend:




Visit our new Google Site for an expanding range of MFL resources, especially for
GCSE revision including knowledge organisers and grammar activities.
On our school’s VLE you will find MFL resources for each year group. These in
clude reading activities, translations and writing tasks.
Seneca is an online platform that is great for revising your language skills.

Modern Languages Google Website
The MFL Google Site is now up and running! For pupils studying
languages at GCSE, pupils can now find knowledge organisers for
each topic, grammar video explanations and topic videos to support their revision for GCSE exams. Class teachers will have
shown pupils where resources are on the website, but pupils
should ask their class teacher if they need any support accessing
resources.
The MFL Google Site also has resources to support revision and learning in KS3. If a
pupil has any ideas as to what they would like to be included on the google site to support them further, please see Mr White in MFL 6.

If you feel that you would like to refresh your language skills in
small chunks, you may want to try some of these suggested activities. Just 5-10 minutes a day of practicing language skills will
make recalling vocabulary a lot easier!
1. Download the free (and simple to use) language learning app Duolingo.
2. BBC.co.uk/languages - select ‘Spanish’ in the ‘Choose your language box’ then
click on ‘Mi Vida Loca’ to watch the 22 episodes of the interactive video drama.
3. Quizlet.com - search for mflwoodchurch. Scroll down the list of activities to find topic areas to revise. The ‘gravity’ game is particularly addictive.
4. Teachvid.com - sign up for a free account, watch the language videos and try some
of the interactive activities.
5. bbc.co.uk/bitesize – select secondary then KS3 or GCSE, Modern Foreign Languages then either French or Spanish. Quizzes, videos and interactive exercises on a
range of topics, including all those at GCSE (we follow the AQA specification).
6. ‘Easy Languages’ channel on YouTube – select either Easy French or Easy Spanish. Subtitles available in the foreign language and English. Good way to develop
listening skills and build a wider range of vocabulary.
7. ‘Comme une Française’ channel on YouTube – practise pronunciation, learn
phrases on a wide range of topics and improve your knowledge of French culture.
8. ‘Agencia ELE’ channel on YouTube – Spanish videos on a range of GCSE topics.
Subtitles can be turned off and on through the settings button at the bottom of the video screen.
9. 1 jour 1 actu.com – current affairs website aimed at young, native speakers of
French.
10. Lyricstraining.com – no need to set up a free account. Practise listening skills by
completing gap fill exercises on French or Spanish songs. (Start with ‘Beginner’ and
‘Choice mode’.

Linguists of the Month
The following pupils have been nominated by their class teacher for ‘Linguist of the
Month’ for excellent commitment to their studies this half term in French and Spanish.
Thank you for your effort and endurance. Well done, and keep up the good work!

Dance Club Theatre Trip
The extra-curricular Dance Club recently had a theatre
trip to the Liverpool Empire to watch “Grease” the musical. The trip was aimed at pupils considering Dance
as a GCSE/BTEC option to allow them to experience
the theatre environment. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed
the show, and were superb ambassadors for the
school.
Everton in the Community
As part of the Everton in the community programme, Woodchurch pupils have been
given the opportunity to represent the club as part of the under 16 pan disability team.
The team have been selected to represent the club and play in a season of fixtures,
playing games against Manchester United and Oldham Athletic.
The first tournament was played in October and the team won two games, and lost two
games. In November there were further improvements, seeing the team beat Manchester United twice, a draw against Oldham Athletic and a loss against Oldham Athletic.
All games were played in fanatic spirit
with our values and ethos clearly and
display throughout. The team will play
next in March, April and then May. The
team is made up from pupils; Max Connolly, Finlay Whitehead, Joe O’Neil,
Jack Ecclesson, Kyle Hopwood, Ben
Wharton, Lewis Shelley, Callum
Stoddart, Callum Laurie, Sam Davies
and Team Manager Dylan Murray.

Liverpool FC Trip
A fantastic day today for some
lucky Year 8 boys who spent the
day at the LFC Axa Training Centre. The boys had some first class
coaching followed by a tour of the
first team facility. Mr Hulse thoroughly enjoyed himself too! Thanks
to Mr Smith for opportunity.

Year 7 Drama
This half-term Year 7 have continued with their study of drama through the exploration
of theatre through time and culture. Pupils have moved from exploring the origin of theatre in Ancient Greece to looking at more modern aspects of theatre like Pantomime
and Slapstick comedy. Pupils have really enjoyed considering key features of different
performance styles and we have been really impressed with the way in which they have
brought these varied genres to life using key drama skills including exaggeration, direct
address and still image. We are excited to see how they transfer these skills to their
next Learning Programme after Christmas!
Year 8 Drama
This half-term Year 8 have continued with their exploration of Darkwood Manor! From
exploring different skills that we can use to create tension in performance and considering theatre practitioners like Antonin Artaud pupils have then worked to devise their own
nightmares! These performances have included key elements of Artaud’s theatre of cruelty as pupils aimed to terrify their audiences using techniques such as audience involvement, animalistic movement and soundscape.
Year 9 Drama
Year 9 have continued to build on their understanding of War and Conflict, this halfterm, exploring different stimuli that link to several real world issues. Pupils have considered poetry from World War One, focused on more modern conflicts including 9/11 and
the Afghan refugee crisis and have even explored the way in which social media can
contribute to conflict in society and relationships. Pupils have worked really hard bringing their individual performances to life and we are incredibly proud of their hard work.
Well done, Year 9!
Year 10 Drama

Year 10 have continued to develop their knowledge of different theatre practitioners this half-term and have looked
at the playwright Mark Wheeler. Pupils have loved exploring his play, Missing Dan Nolan. Based on a true story
Mark explores the tale of fifteen year old Dan’s disappearance through the words of his friends and family. Pupils
have worked to consider how they might stage the play as
a performer, director and designer. Their mock exams
showed real engagement with the story and we can’t wait
to see how they further develop these skills next term with
our next exam text, Dennis Kelly’s DNA.

Year 11 Drama
Year 11 have completed their practical performance for Component 1 of their GCSE and performed brilliantly! They explored
ideas around Social Media and technology, developing performances based on time travel, online bullying and gender identity.
Pupils’ performances were incredibly moving to watch and really
encouraged us, as an audience, to consider different perspectives. Miss Jones is so proud of how mature pupils have been
when exploring complex ideas and presenting their own views
and ideas to their audience. Moving forward now, Year 11 are
starting to focus on their set text, J.B.Priestley’s An Inspector
Calls in readiness for their centre-assessed examinations in January.

Year 7 Music
This half-term Year 7 have been developing the ability to read the universal language of
Musical Notation- which is an exciting addition to their studies in Modern Foreign Languages! Not only have they learnt how to read and understand rhythmic notation, but also how to perform rhythms on various percussion instruments in addition to composing
their own short rhythmic patterns. Mr Payne and Mr Fenney are incredibly pleased with
not only their musical progress this half term but also their endurance with such challenging content. We can’t wait to see what they achieve next term when they draw upon
this knowledge while we explore pitch on the keyboards!
Year 8 Music
This half-term has been spent refining Year 8 Keyboard
skills as we have continued to explore ‘The Blues’. All students have learnt specific terminology in addition to how
they can apply it musically on the keyboards. It has been
clear that Year 8 have continued to rise to the challenge of
our musical curriculum, with many students developing the
ability to play two parts simultaneously with both hands.
This commitment has been very encouraging and we look
forward to seeing them all applying this work ethic next
term as we learn a completely new skill: the Ukulele! Well
done Year 8: keep up the great work!

Year 9 Music
Over the last half-term Year 9 pupils have been studying Blues Music and have been
excellent in identifying cross-curricular links between Music and History through their
prior knowledge of the Slave Trade. Having practically explored the vocal skills during
last term's Rap topic we were excited to see how Year 9 students rose to the challenge
of developing their keyboard skills: we were not disappointed! Not only are students
now developing their ability to use both hands whilst playing keyboard, but also developing their understanding of the musical theory behind it (forming simple and extended
chords). Some students have truly demonstrated our Woodchurch Values and continued to excel both within lessons and through seeking additional guidance and support
in their own musical development outside of lessons.

Year 10
This half-term Year 10 have continued to make excellent progress on their BTEC
course. Students have continued to develop and practically apply their theoretical
knowledge as we explore our first unit: exploration of musical styles. Students have
been excellent at not only analysing music from different era’s, but also contemplating
the bigger questions, such as: ‘Why were the Beatles so influential?’ and ‘How does
culture impact musical success?’. Furthermore students have been focused in applying their theoretical and practical skills whilst exploring specific musical techniques.
From playing ‘Love Me Do’ to channelling their inner Nile Rodgers for Disco guitar:
they have shown excellent focus and endurance. As the classes have settled in and
seen each other perform it has been a pleasure to watch the compassion of our students as they look to use their own skills to support each other. Well Done Year 10 and
thank you for your incredibly hard work.
Year 11 Music
This half-term, Year 11 have returned with an extremely positive hard working attitude
towards music. We began this academic year by completing a skills audit, to help pupils identify the areas of strength and areas for improvement in terms of their practical
skills. Pupils have been using the targets they set in this process to practise developing
their skills. Pupils have also been working tirelessly to complete their Component 1
coursework on their very own Google Site, they have focused on a range of Music genres and documented different styles and artists to showcase their understanding! Well
done, Year 11!

Extra Curricular
The Music and Drama department have continued to offer a variety of different clubs
this half term both during and after school. These clubs include; Guitar club, Keyboard
club, Choir, Drama club and the BTEC Performance Clinic for Year 9 and Year 10. All
these extracurricular activities are available to all abilities to help pupils develop their
skills within Music and the Arts. All of these clubs have continued to grow in popularity
with students across all year groups coming together to enjoy playing and learning new
skills together on various different instruments.
We are also really excited to be continuing with our rehearsals of this year’s school production, Disney’s ‘Moana Jr’. Pupils have continued to demonstrate excellent commitment and hard work, learning lines and songs for upcoming rehearsals. The show is
starting to take shape and we are really excited to see pupils’ hard work pay off next
term!

Year 10 Visit to Liverpool John Moores University
Year 10 pupils spent a fantastic day at LJMU, as part of
the Chemistry for All project. They worked in the undergraduate laboratory as Food Analysts for the day, using
high tech equipment to identify unknown substances in
different food substances.
Pupils performed a wide range of analytical tests, including testing orange juice for Vitamin C content using titrations, as well as TLC to identify different food colourings in
different energy drinks.
Pupils also got to use spectrophotometers to calculate the
amount of iron in different foods like broccoli
and spinach.
Back in the lecture theatre, pupils got the opportunity to analyse their findings and perform
some tricky calculations to identify the exact
chemicals and concentrations of the foods
they had been testing.
Our pupils had a very enjoyable day, developing some excellent practical skills, as well as
team work and analytical techniques. They had
a brilliant opportunity to experience university
life, use specialist equipment, speak to lecturers and get hands-on with practical work.
Pupils also found out about some of the amazing careers
that link to chemistry. All of the skills they developed will
really help our pupils to prepare for their Chemistry GCSE.

Thanks to all of the wonderful staff at LJMU and well done
Year 10!

Unilever Bright Futures Science Club
The students have been busy working on a project in conjunction with Unilever and all about STEM. They have three challenges to choose from. A technical challenge to produce a hygiene project that provides a hygiene product naturally, an environmental challenge a project that gets students thinking about new ways to combat
the climate crisis whilst maintaining product performance or a social
challenge to develop a product which encourages positive beauty and is
positive for the planet. There have been lots of discussions and we
have 5 teams tackling each of the challenges.
This week we focussed on packaging, the students researched sustainable packaging
and thought about how to protect their products from damage. To support their planning
they carried out an investigation using biscuits. The students have packaged up a biscuit
and sent it in the post back to school.
Which biscuit will make it back to school in one piece?

BIMA Digital Day 2021
Year 10 pupils participated in the BIMA Digital Day Challenge, sponsored by WWF.
During the challenge day, pupils worked with digital professionals from Simple View,
Liverpool, who supported pupils to complete their Discover, Design and Deliver Challenges. Their challenge was to use technology and digital solutions to make it easier for
people to make more sustainable, environmentally friendly and low carbon choices in
their everyday life- to ease the effects of climate change and save our planet.
Our pupils had some wonderful and creative ideas. They worked in teams to develop
websites, online gaming platforms, children's stories and aquaponics solutions to meet
the challenge brief.
Our winning team designed an app that helped you to calculate your carbon footprint in
supermarkets and find better deals and cheaper prices whilst being eco friendly, helping
to make better choices for you and the planet. Their aim was to create better lifestyles
with food miles.
Our pupils have now been entered into the national final competition! We wish them
lots of luck, we think they deserve to be winners, well done Year 10.

Yr 9 #IAMSET STEM day Aircraft Challenge
Year 9 pupils had a fantastic fun day working with
STEM ambassadors to achieve the Crest Discovery Award certificate.
Pupils worked in groups to design, build and test
and 3 prototype aircrafts using basic equipment,
whilst learning all about the physics and engineering involved in aircraft design as well as the possible careers in STEM.
Pupils then used their best prototype design to
make a larger, improved version of their original
design. Pupils learned and used lots of new techniques to help them with their build.
Their aircrafts even had motors and flew!!!!
The pupils had time to decorate their planes and
put together a pitch to promote their aircraft. Then
it was competition time…. Each team had one
chance to fly their plane, they had to make sure
everything was just right for the best flight! Our
winning plane managed to fly over 20m, we were
all very impressed!
Pupils really enjoyed their day, they spent time developing their science and engineering
skills as well as creativity, teamwork and leadership skills.
Our visitor was really impressed with our pupils' superb behaviour, attitudes, efforts and
results on the day, we were really proud of their achievements too. All pupils who participated were awarded with a Crest Discovery Award certificate. Well done Year 9!

On Wednesday 8th December the school Farm held its 10th Christmas Fair. The first
Christmas Fair back in December 2011 raised £325. Over the years the Christmas
Fair has grown in popularity and more attractions have been added. This year despite
the challenges and bad weather we were overwhelmed by the support of the Woodchurch school community. The Fair had a great atmosphere and it truly felt like the
season of goodwill.

The Woodchurch High School Farm would like to say a heartfelt thank you for all your
very generous donations to the Farm Christmas Fair - and there were so many generous donations. Every penny raised will go to the care of the school's farm animals. The final amount raised was an amazing .....

£ 2,674.88
Thank you for your support and generosity. From the schools farm animals and
the Farm Team we wish each and every one of you a Merry Christmas.

Year 7
The My Character Awards have been launched with our current year 7 cohort this
term. Staff are encouraged to nominate pupils who have demonstrated one or more of
our Christian Values. Through the nomination process pupils will receive certificates in
assembly from their Pupil Progress Leader, Mrs Smith, and a letter describing the reason for nominations will be sent home. We will be encouraging our Year 7 pupils to
think deeply about our Christian Values and how they can demonstrate them.
Year 8
Year 8 have started their Archbishop of York Young Leaders Journey. All pupils in
year 8 had the opportunity to take part in a sponsored walk during Autumn 1. Approximately 85% of pupils completed the walk and in the process have raised over £4,000
which will be going to our nominated charities for this year. In Autumn 2, pupils have
been set a 'Random Act of Kindness School Challenge'. This encourages pupils to
help and support others when in need. Pupils have been presented with a card to record their acts of kindness and their form tutors are keeping a log.
Charities
As a school we will be raising money for five different charities. Our staple charity will
remain which is Cancer Research UK. The other four charities have been selected
from our partnerships with different people and organisations. St Mary's Church have
nominated the International Justice Mission The Mayor's choice this year will be the
RNLI, the Interact Team which is our school Christian Values Reps have decided to
nominate the Luke Brown Meningitis Foundations and finally Birkenhead Rotary have
nominated Wirral Wildlife (part of Cheshire Wildlife Trust).
I'm sure you will agree these are all worthy charities and along with different fundraising activities throughout the year, each form group will have a chance to raise as much
money as possible in their designated two week window.

Friday 17th December 2021

School closes to all pupils at 2.15 pm

Monday 20th December 2021 Monday 3rd January 2022

Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 4th January 2022

School re-opens to all pupils

Thursday 6th January 2022

Year 8 Form Tutor Evening

