
 “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: 
therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.”  

Psalm 28:7  

My thanks to Mr Canham, Mrs Smith and the Transition Team for facilitating a very 
thorough transition programme for our new Year 7, culminating in Induction Evenings 
for individual Forms.  Pupils were able to meet other children from their new Form 
Group and key staff in school, as well as familiarising themselves with the school build-
ing. 

The evenings were well supported by parents/carers and there was an opportunity to 
hear about Curriculum Evenings and our values and expectations at Woodchurch High 
School.  Both pupils and parents/carers expressed 
the fact that they were looking forward to Septem-
ber and the beginning of their secondary school 
career.   

Our SEND Team were also able to bring pupils into 
school in small groups to visit school, as well as 
holding a separate SEND evening meeting with 
families.  These visits are vital in ensuring that our 
most vulnerable pupils are well prepared for the 
move to secondary school. 

Despite disruption and periods of isolation, Woodchurch High School has continued to 
drive forward.  Through Google Classroom our pupils have been able to experience live 
learning, consequently their education has been consistent and relevant.   

We are delighted that so many of the Year 10 cohort have ‘signed up’ for Period 6.  
This is a great opportunity to access a total of an additional 8 weeks of learning.  The 
impact of these lessons has been analysed by the English Curriculum Area based on 
the performance of the Year 11 cohort.  Staff have looked at “A Christmas Carol” 
scores and found the following: 

Continued over/…. 



 

 

 

Period 6 attendees averaged 22/40 in this exam 
Those who did not attend Period 6 averaged 15/40 in this exam 
A 7 mark difference on this question. 
 
Average marks of pupils across Literature who did not attend Period 6:  55.4 marks 
(Grade 3) 
Average marks of pupils across Literature who attended Period 6: 84.2 marks (Grade 5) 
 
Two grades—a significant positive impact for these pupils.  We will continue to monitor 
this provision, ensuring that our pupils achieve the very best outcomes and achieve 
their academic potential. 
  
As we end another eventful year I would like to thank our pupils, parents/carers, staff 
and Governors for their hard work and support in continuing to make Woodchurch High 
School such a vibrant and caring school. 
 
You will have received our updates about returning in September; please check your 
emails and our website regularly over the summer, as any changes to arrangements 
will be communicated through these channels. 
  
On behalf of staff and Governors at Woodchurch High School I wish you all a relaxing 
summer and we look forward to welcoming our pupils back on Thursday 2

nd
 Septem-

ber 2021, rested and ready for another year. 
 
 
 
Ms Phillips 
Headteacher 



 

 

Year 11 Leavers 
 
We said farewell to Year 11 in the Leavers’ Assembly on 14

th
 June. Pupils received 

awards across all subject areas along with our Christian Values honours, presented by 
Mr T Smith, Chair of Governors.  The pupils enjoyed listening to Mrs Smith and Miss 
Devlin reminiscing and speak proudly of their year group over the last 5 years.  
  
Prefects, Senior Prefects, Head Girl, Head Boy and their teams were all congratulated 
and praised for their service to the school.  
 
A special prize, “The Jack Loftus Award”, was donated by Jack’s parents in his 
memory.  This was presented to Jess Ellis, Head Girl, for her outstanding service to 
school.   
  
We would like to offer our best wishes to all of our Year 11 pupils who are leaving us 
this year and hope they enjoy a bright and successful future.    
 



 

 

A fond farewell to Mr Bowman, Assistant Headteacher 
and Curriculum Leader for MFL, who is retiring this 
summer after 30 years teaching at Woodchurch High 
School.  He will be missed not only in the MFL Depart-
ment, but for his contribution across the school, his un-
failing good humour and steadfast belief in providing the 
very best learning experience for our pupils.  We wish 
him a very long and happy retirement. 

Mr Gregory is leaving the Music Department to pursue 
new opportunities outside of teaching and we wish him 
the very best in his future endeavours. 
 

Mr Smith is moving on from our PE Department to 
take up a role at Liverpool Football Club.  We wish 
him every success with this exciting new opportunity. 

Miss Carlin, Teacher of Music and Year 10 Assistant 
Pupil Progress Leader, is moving onto a new post and 
we hope this is successful for her.   

We also say goodbye to Miss Edwards (Maths), Mr McKenzie (Maths), Miss Harri-
son (Science), Miss Harwood (MFL) and Mr Gallagher (History), all of whom are 
moving onto new roles.  We wish them every success for the future. 

Three important members of our support staff are retiring from school this summer 
—Mrs Astle, Mrs Hayward and Mr Whitty.  All have been with us for a significant 
number of years and we will miss their experience and knowledge, but wish them 
the very best for their retirement.   



 

 

Over the last half-term we’ve been At The Movies in our Collective Worship Series, with 
five themes taken from The Greatest Showman. We’ve thought about contentment, 
concluding that though we may try to find contentment in wealth or status, real content-
ment can only be found through faith in a God who loves us unconditionally, who 
doesn’t change, and who will never leave us.  
 
We thought about deception, which is a lack of integrity (one of our school values). We 
live in a world where the truth is easily manipulated online, or by companies trying to 
sell us something, or by politicians trying to put a positive spin on their policies. But Je-
sus has never lied and offers us real truth, meaning that we can absolutely trust him 
and what he says. 
 
We discussed loyalty, particularly thinking about what loyalty looks like in our friend-
ships. The Bible tells us that a true friend loves at all times – in the good and the bad. 
Jesus provides a radically different model of friendship to any other – he calls his fol-
lowers to put love, faithfulness and sacrifice at the heart of our friendships.  
 
Our next theme was approval – thinking about how we find approval and acceptance 
from the right people for the right reasons. We learned that because of grace, it’s not 
what we do or how good we are that gains us God’s approval, but that Jesus has al-
ready done it all by living among us and dying for us to conquer death on the cross. 
There’s nothing we can do to make God love us any more, and nothing we can do to 
make him love us any less.  
 
Our final theme taken from The Greatest Showman is Saying Sorry, and the im-
portance of apologies and forgiveness (another of our school values) for our relation-
ships with others. We heard about the importance of confessing our sins to God with a 
sincere heart, and receiving His forgiveness – God doesn’t keep a checklist of our 
wrong-doings, and once we come to him and seek his forgiveness, we’re forgiven! And 
we learned the challenge that in view of God's forgiveness to us, shouldn't we then for-
give others? As feeling that we're not forgiven can be crippling, but carrying unfor-
giveness in our hearts towards others can be even more crippling. 
 
In school we have a Say One for Me box, where pupils can post prayer request cards 
for our Chaplaincy Team to pray for. This has run successfully for many years, and we 
are delighted to extend the offer to you. If you would like our Chaplaincy Team to pray 
for you, or those you care about, for any reason then send them an email to chaplain-
cy@woodchurchhigh.com and they will Say One for You. These prayer requests are 
viewed and prayed for by the Chaplaincy Team in school and by a small group from the 
St Mary’s Parish Church in Upton. The Chaplaincy Team will continue to receive and 
pray for these requests over the summer holidays. 
 
We pray that you have a restful and enjoyable break over the summer holidays. 
 

mailto:chaplaincy@woodchurchhigh.com
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Synthesia Project  
- Art Graphics 
  
Year 10 Art Graphics students have been working on a project exploring how we can 
use mark making in order to create a visual representation of sound. This project was 
inspired by the artist Melissa McKracken, who has a condition called synthesia that al-
lows her to see sound in marks and colour, which she then recreates in paint on canvas. 
Pupils have created a series of drawings, 3D wire sculptures, and photography in order 
to create a visual response to their favourite songs. They did this by listening to their 
chosen music and recording the marks and colours that came up while they listened.  
  
Since the last Newsletter the pupils have used Photoshop to enhance the photos they 
took of their wire sculptures which were inspired by their own mark making drawings. 
They then used these photos to create two stencils for their screen printing on to their 
tote bags. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the project and theory outcomes are all individ-
ual and unique. 



 

 

Year 9 pupils have finished the year with a flourish, they have been working hard creat-
ing their final pieces inspired by the artist Anthony Gormley. Their mixed media work ex-
plored a wide range of techniques and processes focussing and highlighting their own 
aspirations and dreams for the future. The techniques explored throughout the project 
provided pupils with the skills and knowledge ready for their GCSE Art courses. 



 

 

Year 8 pupils have been exploring the work of the Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat. Delv-
ing deep into the hidden meanings within the symbols he portrayed within his work, and 
also understanding about how he came to become a successful artist at such a young 
age. Pupils enjoyed learning about his journey from a street artist to one of the most suc-
cessful black American Artist. Pupils created a mixed media final piece using part of their 
own portrait along with their own personal symbols in a variety of different art media. 



 

 

No Place Like Home 
 
With the good weather starting 
to return, our Year 11 students 
took advantage of the sun to 
showcase their architecture pro-
jects in the school’s outdoor 
space. 
 
The work, which was designed 
and assembled using software 
and laser cutting, are brilliant ex-
amples of modernist design - 
where function is more appropri-
ate than form.  



 

 

Pupils in Year 9 recently took part in a design workshop entitled ‘Rivers of the World’.   
 
The 'live brief' was set and delivered in partnership with Stef Bradley from Thames fes-
tival trust and local artists Adam Sadiq.  Adam is a multidisciplinary artist and creative 
technologist whose work focuses on the field of social-ecological futures. 
The live brief set by Adam, saw the pupils making postcards using images taken by Ad-
am of the River Mersey. Postcards tie strongly to the maritime history of the city of Liv-
erpool as they would have been sent around the world from exotic locations back 
home. 
 
Pupils used Photoshop and other new processes during the day and this was an excel-
lent way to introduce them to their chosen GCSE option, Graphics.  
 
The brief for 'Rivers of the World,' allowed students to explore the theme, 'River 
City.'This meant that they explored how the River Mersey plays and continues to play 
an important part in the life of this city. Finally, as an exciting addition Adam supported 
pupils to design a postcard that can be viewed in augmented reality. To add depth and 
further links to their artwork, pupils used the poem, The Negro Speaks of Rivers by 
Llangston Hughes as a basis to explore how the River Mersey connects our history and 
future.  
 
At the end of the workshop Adam and Stef gave individual feedback, via zoom, to all 
pupils. This was a really positive experience for the pupils as the feedback was very 
informative and positive. Both artists were extremely impressed by the work of our stu-
dents. 
 
Adam will now create and print the AR postcards and use the artworks to make a large 
scale final artwork.  Once complete the work will be exhibited in the 'Open Eye' gallery 
in Liverpool. 
 
Well done to all the pupils involved. 

Photography Trip around the Wirral’s 
Coast! 
 
The Year 10 photographers went on a trip 
around the Wirral's beautiful coast, from 
Seacombe to Leasowe to Thurstaston. 
Having the weather on our side the pu-
pils had the opportunity to take a range 
of landscape and seascape photos. Up-
on return to the classroom the pupils are 
beginning to manipulate these images in 
the style of the landscape Photographer 
Victoria Siemer. 



 

 



 

 

Food Technology 
 
This term has been very busy down in food technology 
with KS3 students cooking up a storm. Year 7 have been 
making home-made burgers and learning all about food 
hygiene. They have been studying seasonal foods and cre-
ated some beautiful pasta salads. 
  
Year 8 have been improving their baking methods and us-
ing portion control to produce delicious oat cookies whilst 
year 9 have been learning butchery skills and making coat-
ed chicken burgers, they have also worked on their 
presentation skills this term and made some plaited fruit 
strudels. 
 
The kS4 students have been working towards their exam 
dishes ready for next year, they have made their own pizza 
dough in order to create calzone pizzas and they have also 
made fruit tarts. 



 

 

 
Year 7 

 
This term, Y7 have been refining their analytical skills 
through the study of poetry. Pupils have looked at a 
variety of poems from a wide range of poets, including 
Simon Armitage, Gillian Clarke and Vernon Scannell, 
some of whom form part of the GCSE Anthology.  
 
Through their study of poems like ‘The Manhunt’ and 
‘Nettles’, Year 7 have tackled difficult themes such as 
loss, post-traumatic stress and addiction. Year 7 have 
used knowledge of literary techniques gained through-
out the year to aid them in their extended writing, sup-
porting them in their understanding of writers’ craft and 
the poetic art. They have been learning how to refer-

ence the structure of poetry in their writing, and have added to their subject terminolo-
gy knowledge using learning homeworks and Google Classroom.  
 
Y7 have also, through their study of poems like ‘Out of 
the Blue’, learned about tragic events such as 9/11. Staff 
reported that Y7 showed empathy and compassion dur-
ing their class discussions about these events, and dis-
played real maturity in their questions, answers and writ-
ing.  
 
Y7 have also displayed endurance in recent weeks, with 
many once again learning remotely. Pupils have worked 
incredibly hard in what was a difficult situation for many, 
and continued to learn and progress. We are delighted 
that so many of out Y7 pupils have embraced online 
learning and have been letting their light shine, even 
when working from home.  
 
Y7 will continue to study poetry up until the end of term, and are looking forward to 
continuing to grow their understanding of the world through the study of English! We 
look forward to seeing what new challenges await us in Y8! 
 
Congratulations on a successful (and different!) first year in English at high school. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8 
 
Year 8 kicked off this half term with their trial exams and deserve a huge well done for 
the commitment and effort they showed throughout the entire week, but especially in 
their English assessments. To prepare for these exams, Year 8 studied and revised the 
play Blood Brothers and got to experience a glimpse of what our community was like in 
the 1980s and the social and political issues that still affect the lives of people in Liver-
pool and Wirral today. They handled the issues we discussed in class with maturity and 
compassion.  
 
To support their revision and academic literacy, Year 8 had the chance to participate in 
several MIMO sessions which helped them develop advanced vocabulary that enabled 
them to discuss the characters and themes of Blood Brothers expertly. It was fantastic to 
see pupils engage with this vocabulary both in class and in their written responses from 
their trial exams.  
 

 
This term, Year 8 have also been engaging with 
and writing their own non-fiction texts and explor-
ing how the written word can have an enormous 
influence. Arguably the most important life skill 
pupils develop in English, non-fiction writing ena-
bles pupils to develop their own opinions and 
gives them the skills to speak up for themselves 
and the things that they care about the most.  
 
 
 
 

Well done for your endurance and dedication this school year Year 8, we can't wait to 
see what you can do in Year 9! 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 
 
This term, Year 9 pupils in English have been exploring 16th and 17th century witch-
craft. From James I’s revolutionary and terrifying Daemonologie to the infamous Salem 
witch trials, pupils have been evaluating the impact of these superstitious times on the 
people that suffered.  
 
The majority of pupils have now moved on to studying William Shakespeare’s infamous 
play, Macbeth. Their study of The Crucible has provided a firm foundation for pupils’ 
understanding 17th century attitudes towards witchcraft and, particularly, the level of 
fear associated with those accused of being witches. Pupils have recently been learn-
ing about the plot and characters of Macbeth to give them a good understanding ready 
for GCSE English Literature. However, pupils have mainly been focussing on the 
presentation of the Witches throughout the play to tie in to their study of The Crucible.  
 
It is important that pupils have a secure understanding of the plot and characters of 
Macbeth, in addition to knowledge of the context to ensure they are clear how percep-
tions of witchcraft affected the play’s reception in the early 17th century. We recom-
mend that pupils continue to revise and learn about Macbeth throughout the summer 
break to ensure their knowledge and understanding is sustained ready for Year 10.  
 
To support Year 10 preparations, we are taking part in the Summer School provision 
which will give Year 9 pupils the opportunity to get a head start on their GCSE English 
studies. This is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to not only get ahead but also reassure 
themselves that the impact of the various lockdowns and disruptions to learning has 
been minimal. We hope pupils make the most of this resource and sign up! 
 
We are confident in the English Department that Year 9 pupils will rise to the challenge 
of their English GCSEs next year. 
 
To support study of Macbeth further, pupils should use the KS4 English Site to support 
their learning: https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/ks4/english-
literature  

https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/ks4/english-literature
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/ks4/english-literature


 

 

Year 10  
 
Year 10, this term, have been studying myriad topics from across GCSE English Lan-
guage and Literature. In particular, pupils have been introduced to J.B. Priestley’s An 
Inspector Calls which offers a social commentary that remains applicable to our modern 
lives just as it was relevant in the 1940s. Pupils have been engaged with the relatable 
characters and engaging plot of this play, despite their study being interrupted by ex-
ams.  
 
As Year 10 undertake their crucial assessment exams in the final two weeks of this 
term, it is vital they remember the skills they have been practicing since they started 
here at Woodchurch High School. In English, pupils are sitting the Language Compo-
nent 1 exam which focuses on reading and writing fiction; and Literature Poetry Antholo-
gy where they are expected to know 6 of the anthology poems in detail to enable them 
to write about one and then compare with another. Pupils should focus their revision for 
poetry on learning key quotations, contextual ideas and the narrative of the poem, in ad-
dition to understanding how the structure and form of the poem links with the ideas and 
meaning.  
 
Throughout the Summer break, pupils should continue to revise and develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the exams they will be undertaking for their English 
GCSEs, to ensure their knowledge is not lost or reduced by September. Pupils should 
access Google Classroom to use resources posted by their class teachers and curricu-
lum leaders, and for further support should look at online resources such as BBC 
Bitesize and Sparknotes, the details of which are linked below. We particularly recom-
mend pupils revise Macbeth and the Poetry Anthology, and also continue studying An 
Inspector Calls to ensure they have a secure knowledge of the text ready for Year 11. In 
addition to external online resources, we also have our fully-equipped English Site 
(linked below) which contains video lessons for each poem, character and theme for 
each of the GCSE texts - pupils just need to log on and watch! 
 
The English Department is pleased with how positively pupils have approached their trial 
exams this term and hope to encourage pupils to keep up the good work ready for Sep-
tember.  
 
Revision Resources: 
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/home  - WHS English Site where 
pupils can access online video lessons for English Language and Literature by selecting 
the KS4 option in the top right corner of the page, then selecting the topic they would 
like to study. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zpxh82p  - BBC Bitesize for English Lan-
guage 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw9mycw  - BBC Bitesize for English Litera-
ture 
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/  - Sparknotes Macbeth page. 

https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/home
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zpxh82p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw9mycw
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/


 

 

Year 11 
 
Last half term, Y11 completed their assessments and produced their final folders for 
their grades. This was a process that was long and difficult, for staff and pupils, and Y11 
embraced this with endurance, trust and wisdom, as they have done for many things 
throughout their school career. 
 
Although the process was long, it was a great celebration of all of the hard work and 
dedication Y11 have shown, especially over the last two years. Y11 have had a difficult 
time, with two lockdowns, cancelled exams and uncertainty around every corner, but 
their maturity, collaboration and effort has been outstanding. 
 
Don’t forget that there are resources being posted to Google Classroom every week for 
pupils wishing to keep involved with learning during study leave. 
 
From all of the English staff, we wish Y11 a happy, successful and bright future. Thank 
you for shining your light on us for the past 5 years! 
 
WHS Audio Library 
 
Remember that the English Site is now home to our 
fantastic WHS Audio Library! Listen to books and 
short stories read to you by your favourite teachers. 
We figured you get enough of being read to by your 
English teachers, so teachers from other subjects 
have volunteered to create this fantastic resource to 
support your reading. Remember that reading will 
support you across the whole curriculum! 
 
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/whs-audio-library  
 

 
English Site - https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/home  
 
This year, we have really been able to think about the provision that we offer our pupils 
both inside the classroom and outside. We have reworked the Virtual Learning Environ-
ment (VLE) to support pupils’ independent learning at home with the help of GSuite from 
Google.  
 
The KS4 Literature Site is up and running and a perfect resource for KS4 pupils to revise 
their key GCSE texts: A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls, Macbeth and the Eduqas 
Poetry Anthology. The Language site is being developed and is coming to you in 2022! 
 
In addition, staff are excited to share the new KS3 English Site with pupils and parents in 
September. Again, this has been designed to be a go to area to support all areas of 
homework, independent learning and assessment preparation. 

https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/whs-audio-library
https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/english/home


 

 

Some of our Year 7 pupils marked the end of their group reading project last week with 
a session around our Forest School campfire. Our Resident Reader, Emma, read with 
pupils in their final session to celebrate the engagement and achievement of these pu-
pils throughout the term. What better way to read than by imitating campfire legends. 
 
Congratulations to the pupils below for their engagement in the programme this year. 
Readers achieve!  
 
Finley Abbott, Mason Mayes, Jake Knight, Preston Carney-Gaines, Benjamin Clayton, 
Macy O’Loughlin, Reece Clayton, Olivia Knott, Lexie Dean, Rosie Hannigan, Lexi 
Jones, Alivia O’Hare, Miley Glass, Isaac Gleeson, Aleisha Atkinson-Jones, Sophie 
Hughes, Charlie Hyde, Benjamin Jones, William Darroch, Chloe Derbyshire, Ted Kelly, 
Isla Kerr, Ethan Murphy, Baylen Farnworth, Owen Massey, Albie Bimpson, Gabi Maz-
zone, Leighton Mills, Kenzo Morgan and Samantha Almond. 

 

 

 

 

"This has changed me a lot. Now I'm interested in every subject and more interested in 
reading. I'm calmer. Now I've got something to do when I'm in a bad mood. I just pick up 
a book and read!" 
 
Year 7 pupil 



 

 

One of our Year 7 pupils wrote a beautiful, and impressively structured poem on climate 
change. It is always a joy to see students exploring their creative abilities, and we look 
forward to seeing their creative talents develop further in Year 8. 

 
 
 

Our Planet Without Life 
 

Can earth be earth when all 
Its trees are gone, 

And sudsy waters have  
Become unfit, 

And poisoned life no longer 

Greets the dawn, 
With raucous sounds that 

Death has caused to Quit? 

Will trees no longer wave, 
With limbs unfurled, 

On hopeless earth, that ever 

In orbit roams? 

Will human ego sacrifice the  
World 

To satiate lust for 
Pompous homes? 

Will distant space look down 

On an orb that’s bald 

I now can hear the mother 

say, 
“I was once called earth 

but now, bereft of mirth, I weep 

that treeless orb’s no longer 

Earth.” 
 
 
 



 

 

Year 7 
 
This half-term Year 7 have been continuing with their exploration of 
Romeo and Juliet. Pupils have considered different drama skills, in-
cluding stage combat, to bring to life key scenes from the play. We’ve 
been particularly impressed with our pupils’ ability to articulate Shake-
speare’s language which can often be tricky! Year 7 have approached 
this year with maturity and demonstrated real humility when sharing 
their work! We can’t wait to see what they produce in Year 8! Well 
done, Year 7!  
 

 
 
Year 8 
 
This half-term Year 8 have been continuing their exploration of WIl-
ly Russell’s Blood Brothers! They have brought to life the key char-
acters of Mickey and Eddie, experimenting with different accents 
and movements to show the difference between each character 
and their different ages. We have been particularly impressed with 
8XS, 8YW and 8YN this half-term. Pupils in these forms in particu-
lar have been working incredibly hard and have performed some 
excellent pieces of work. Keep it up, Year 8!  
 
 

Year 9  
 
Year 9 have been continuing with their exploration of Victor Hugo’s Frankenstein this 
half-term. Pupils have loved watching The National Theatre’s production of the show 
and have really enjoyed learning all about the design elements of Drama, including 
lighting, sound and staging. Pupils have responded well to both practical and written 
work and we are really looking forward to seeing some of our Year 9s start Drama at 
GCSE next year.  



 

 

Year 10  
                      
Year 10 have continued to work on their Component 1 practical performance and portfo-
lio this half-term, as well as preparing for their mock Component 3 exam on DNA. Pupils 
have really impressed staff with their commitment to both the practical and written ele-
ments of the course and we can’t wait to see the results of our pupils’ hard work when 
they complete their performances in September! Well done, Year 10 and keep it up!  



 

 

A big well done to Year 11 who have completed all their centre based assessments for 
Geography. They have worked incredibly hard to prepare for these exams and we look 
forward to seeing them get their results in August. 
 
Pupils will be getting summer learning packs to help review this year's work and to get 
ready for the next academic year. 
 
Year 10 have begun their trial exams, pupils are to make use of the geography sites 
web page https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/studentintranet/subject-areas 
This contains revision material, tutorial videos and support for year 11 and revision. 
 
Key stage 3 have started a new unit called one world 
7 continents. This unit recaps key skills at Key stage 
3 such as graph and photo analysis, map skills and 
problem solving. Each continent is covered along 
with a contemporary issue such as the Wall between 
Mexico and the USA.  
  
 (A seesaw allowing children to play together from 
both sides of the wall) 
  
 This allows the pupils to show our Christian Values and evaluate the impacts of key 
global issues, which has been approached with maturity and developed in depth discus-
sion about morals, human rights and our environment.  
 
Pupils have so far engaged well and enjoyed this new scheme of work. 

https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/studentintranet/subject-areas


 

 

Well done to our Year 11s for their hard work this year in History - we wish them all the 
best for the future. 
 
Our Year 10s have been working hard to prepare for their end of year exams. All stu-
dents have a paper revision guide for each paper - Nazi Germany and Health and Medi-
cine through time - this should be really helpful for their revision. Our History website is 
packed with other resources, such as quizzes, knowledge organisers, videos on exam 
technique and links to BBC bitesize resources. 
 
Well done to our Year 9s for completing their end of year exams on Nazi Germany - 
these were the culmination of months of work and students have performed very well. 
Our Year 9s are learning about the Holocaust this half term; a brutal and essential topic 
that is crucial to our understanding of Nazi Germany and might help us to understand 
racism and discrimination in the modern world. We look forward to welcoming Year 9s 
for summer school to prepare them for the GCSE course. 
 
Year 8 prepared well for their exam on the Tudor and Stuart period - these formal exams 
demanded a great deal of knowledge and students used our Woodchurch revision tech-
niques effectively to study for them. Year 8 have recently started a unit about the British 
Empire, answering our big question ‘Should the British Empire be a source of national 
pride?’ It explores proud achievements, such as building railways across India and creat-
ing the foundations for democracy in Australia, and those moments that Britain may wish 
to forget, such as the Opium Wars, the Transatlantic Slave Trade and the Indian Mutiny. 
They will continue this topic into Year 9. 
 
Year 7 answered the enquiry question ‘Were medieval kings as powerful as they wanted 
to be?’ in their end of year exam, which focussed on the death of Thomas Becket, King 
John and the Magna Carta, and the Black Death of 1348. Year 7s are now deepening 
their understanding of the medieval period by comparing the healthcare of Medieval Eu-
ropeans with that of the Medieval Muslims and Medieval Chinese. 
 

https://sites.google.com/woodchurchhigh.com/history/gcse/gcse-home


 

 

This half term Year 10 enjoyed a virtual presentation from 
Eric Cohen, a member of the Jewish community in Liverpool. 
It was a fantastic opportunity that all pupils were able to take 
part in and gave them a chance to hear first hand the impact 
that the Jewish faith has on a person on a daily basis. Eric 
talked to pupils about the role of the Synagogue as a place of 
worship, a place of learning and a place for social events. 
Pupils asked mature questions and really engaged in discus-
sion with Eric regarding his faith.  
 
A huge thank you to Eric for giving up his time to speak to us, and to Mrs Murphy who 
arranged this for our pupils.  
 
Year 7 have also enjoyed a virtual meeting this half term, with a member of the Islamic 
community in Liverpool. Hinnah Heydari joined our Year 7 pupils via ‘Google Meet’ and 
spoke to them about the impact of her faith on her daily life, the role of the Mosque and 
other key aspects of her faith such as how she dresses, worships and the food she eats. 
Pupils were really engaged and asked a lot of really interesting questions. This was a 
fantastic opportunity which has really enhanced our pupils' learning and we would like to 
thank Hinnah for giving up her time to speak to us, and again to Mrs Murphy for arrang-
ing another wonderful experience for our pupils. 
 
Mrs Keegan and Mrs Murphy would like to say a huge ‘well done’ to members of their 
8X6 RS class who have been working on their Holocaust project this term. Dylan Mur-
ray, Ben Wilkninson, Bethany Laurie, Declan Troake, Jack Cunningham, Thomas Jones 
and Joseph Jones have worked extremely hard during this learning programme, they 
have been really engaged, shown maturity and produced excellent projects, not just ex-
plaining what the Holocaust is, but also showing they understand why it is important we 
learn about it. Well done to you all! 
 
The RS team are looking forward to their week of summer school with Year 9 and have 
some really exciting and engaging topics to look at with pupils while building on key 
skills that pupils will require for GCSE. Make sure you come prepared to argue and de-
bate! 
 



 

 

Computing 
 
This month we got a new member of the department, SPIKE (below left).  SPIKE will be 
used in a new Computing Club starting in September.  The club, which will be initially 
aimed at year 9 pupils, will allow both girls and boys who are interested in programming 
and building with Lego, the opportunity to learn how to do so in different programming 
languages.  Pupils will first learn using block coding, similar to Scratch, but this can 
quickly develop further into other languages. 
 
The pupils will get to use a range of highly accurate motors and sensors that, together 
with a large variety of colourful LEGO building elements, let students design and build 
fun robots, dynamic devices and other interactive models. The club will allow pupils to 
come up with solutions to real life problems, such as an earthquake simulator (below 
right), as well as giving them a chance to build and program their own robots and vehi-
cles. 
 
More information on the club will follow in the new academic year in lessons and in as-
sembly, but in the meantime, watch this short video that introduces SPIKE and what it 
can do (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXwX0BEKxXE). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXwX0BEKxXE


 

 

UKMT Maths Challenge  
 
Despite the many challenges of lockdown, Woodchurch High School students have ex-
celled at both KS3 and KS4 in national competitions.  
 
In addition to their certificates, each pupil was also awarded Mathematics pins for their 
blazers.  Here are some of our winners proudly displaying their certificates and pins. 

Alex Katie 

Abigail Gabriel 

Oliver Carmella 



 

 

Chess Club  
 
Mr Woods and Mr Caine have started a Year 8 daily chess 
club, in Maths 8.  
 
This has been well received with a regular core of attend-
ers daily.  
 
Puzzle Club  
 
Miss Simons’ Year 7 Puzzle Club continues to be strongly attended, with a remote pro-
vision via Google Classroom. 
 
Year 10 End of Year Assessments  
 
Despite a difficult year for learning and many interruptions to their routines, Year 10 
have shown their resilience and the end of year assessments are a testament to their 
continuing hard work.  
 
We look forward to building on this base as we enter Year 11 in September.  
 
Equipment 
 
Casio calculators are available to purchase from the maths base priced at £8.  The 
same calculator retails for approximately £14.50 from supermarkets and other suppli-
ers.   
 
They represent good value for a calculator that will see most students through to GCSE 
and A’levels. 
 
This calculator is also suitable for use in Science. 
 



 

 

The MFL department would like to say a big thank you to pupils studying French and 
Spanish. Pupils have shown outstanding endurance this year in their commitment to 
learning. ¡Gracias! Merci! 
 
Google Classroom: Homework 

 
The MFL department is now using Google Classroom as the main 
hub for setting homeworks. While vocabulary and homework materi-
als will be uploaded to Classroom, students should still continue to 
bring their vocabulary books to lessons as they will still need these for 
certain resources. Homework should also continue to be logged in 
planners as usual so that parents remain aware of any engagement 
with independent learning.  
 

Year 8 assessments  
 
Year 8 have just completed their reading and writing assessments. The assessments 
showed that pupils have committed to revising for their exams with endurance. In les-
sons, pupils are acting on feedback from the exams and celebrating successes. Well 
done Year 8 and thank you for your commitment to revision! 
 
Year 10 assessments 
 
Year 10 are currently completing their trial exams. Students should engage with work 
set by their class teacher to prepare for these tests. These assessments will highlight 
the progress that Year 10 have made since September and will showcase the best of 
their abilities with regards to grammar and vocabulary knowledge.  
 
To support their progress, pupils can access a range of key grammar and topic re-
sources via our MFL Google Site. One way Year 10 can challenge themselves at home 
would be by continuing to revise the ‘Hub Phrases’, ‘Booster Verbs’ and the key tens-
es. Revision materials such as ‘Knowledge Organisers’ are also available on the MFL 
Google Site. Pupils are encouraged to use the condensed knowledge organisers pro-
vided for each GCSE ‘Theme’ and to use these to support their ongoing revision. 
 
Pupils can also use online websites such as DuoLingo, Memrise and Quizlet to revise 
vocabulary. Practice exam questions are also available on BBC Bitesize which has 
been updated, and any other support needed pupils should ask their MFL teacher. Re-
vision guides are still available to order from the MFL staff base. 



 

 

Home Learning and Revision 
 
There are lots that parents and carers can do to support our pupils completing home 
learning for French and Spanish, using a range of online resources.  
 
We would recommend: 
 Visit our new Google Site for an expanding range of MFL resources, especially for 

GCSE revision including knowledge organisers and grammar activities. 
 On our school’s VLE you will find MFL resources for each year group. These in-

clude reading activities, translations and writing tasks.  
 Seneca is an online platform that is great for revising your language skills. 
 
Modern Languages Google Website 
 
The MFL Google Site is now up and running! For pupils studying languages at GCSE, 
pupils can now find knowledge organisers for each topic, grammar video explanations 
and topic videos to support their revision for GCSE exams. Class teachers will have 

shown pupils where resources are on the website, but pupils 
should ask their class teacher if they need any support accessing 
resources! 
 
The MFL Google Site also has resources to support revision and 
learning in KS3. If a pupil has any ideas as to what they would like 
to be included on the google site to support them further, please 
see Miss Parkinson in MFL 1. 
 
If you feel that you would like to refresh your language skills 

in small chunks, you may want to try some of these suggested activities. Just 5-10 
minutes a day of practicing language skills will make recalling vocabulary a lot 
easier! 
 
1. Download the free (and simple to use) language learning app Duolingo. 
2. BBC.co.uk/languages - select ‘Spanish’ in the ‘Choose your language box’ 

then click on ‘Mi Vida Loca’ to watch the 22 episodes of the interactive video dra-
ma. 

3. Quizlet.com - search for mflwoodchurch. Scroll down the list of activities to find 
topic areas to revise. The ‘gravity’ game is particularly addictive. 

4. Teachvid.com - sign up for a free account, watch the language videos and try 
some of the interactive activities. 

5. bbc.co.uk/bitesize – select secondary then KS3 or GCSE, Modern Foreign Lan-
guages then either French or Spanish. Quizzes, videos and interactive exercises 
on a range of topics, including all those at GCSE (we follow the AQA specification). 

6. ‘Easy Languages’ channel on YouTube – select either Easy French or Easy 
Spanish. Subtitles available in the foreign language and English. Good way 
to develop listening skills and build a wider range of vocabulary. 

7. ‘Comme une Française’ channel on YouTube – practise pronunciation, learn 
phrases on a wide range of topics and improve your knowledge of French culture. 

8. ‘Agencia ELE’ channel on YouTube – Spanish videos on a range of GCSE topics. 
Subtitles can be turned off and on through the settings button at the bottom of the 
video screen. 

9. 1 jour 1 actu.com – current affairs website aimed at young, native speakers of 
French. 

10. Lyricstraining.com – no need to set up a free account. Practise listening skills by 
completing gap fill exercises on French or Spanish songs. (Start with ‘Beginner’ 
and ‘Choice mode’. 

 



 

 

Linguist of the Month 
 
The following pupils have been nominated by their class teacher for ‘Linguist of the 
Month’ for excellent commitment to their studies this half term in French and Spanish. 
Thank you for your effort and endurance. Well done, and keep up the good work! 

 
 

Congratulations to Megan Sprakes on be-
ing selected for the Great British Team for 
Double Mini Trampoline.   
 
This is an absolutely fantastic achieve-
ment, particularly after Megan suffered a 
serious leg injury earlier in the year.  
 
Well done Megan - we are all very proud 
of you! 



 

 

Year 10—Period 6 
 
Over the past half-term, our Year 10 pupils have begun their 
period 6 lessons at the end of the school day. Following the 
Spring assessment, the Science Faculty identified investiga-
tive skills as an area for development of this year group and 
decided to make this the focus of these additional lessons. 
 
We have used Biology Required Practical 7: Human Reaction 
Times as a focus for pupils to investigate the question:  
Does caffeine improve reaction time? 
 
Each of the six lessons has been used to focus on a specific 
working scientifically skill, which in total equate to 20% of 
each Science GCSE: 
 
1. Plan an experiment to make observations of reaction time before and after drink-

ing caffeine including the identification of independent, dependent and control var-
iables.  

2. Apply understanding of apparatus and techniques to describe a practical proce-
dure for investigating the effect of caffeine on reaction time, including the use of a 
control to eliminate the impact of practice on the results. 

3. Carry out experiments appropriately to collect results using the ruler drop reaction 
test, having due regard for the correct ma-
nipulation of apparatus, the accuracy of 
measurements and health and safety con-
siderations. 

4. Select, construct and interpret appropriate 
graphs and charts to represent numerical 
data. 

5. Interpreting graphs to recognise and de-
scribe patterns or trends in data presented 
then draw conclusions from these observa-
tions. 

6. Evaluate methods and suggest possible im-
provements such as the use of online reaction timers. 

 
Moving forwards into Year 11, the Science Faculty will continue to develop this model 
with other GCSE Required Practical investigations, focusing on skills identified as re-
quiring further development from the Year 10 end of year assessments. 

Year 8 STEM Club 
 
Year 8 has been hard at work in the STEM club this half term. So far our young scien-
tists have had marble run competitions, made materials with weird and interesting prop-
erties and built and fired rockets over the school. When firing their rockets, some pupils 
managed to reach over 70m in distance (some might have ended up on the roof!). A 
couple of groups did focus on style over substance with their rockets, with the nose 
cone from one rocket blowing off after takeoff! 
 
STEM club is a great opportunity for you to try out different experiments you won’t do in 
lessons, get involved in some healthy competition and get yourself a Science Ambassa-
dor badge. The Science team are looking forward to welcoming as many of you as pos-
sible back to the STEM club in September. 
 



 

 

Pupils have ended this term with a visit to Reaseheath College in Nantwich. The college 
is a land-based further Education and higher college offering a range of courses at post 
16. It also provides courses for engineering and has its own small zoo as well as an agri-
cultural and equine centre. 
 
Pupils were given a tour of the college spending time with the small animal department 
where they were able to help out with feeding. Sam, Emma and Fletcher were amazed 
to find a variety of animals and their habitats that you can learn about. Fletcher took a 
liking to the mice, Emma to the guinea pigs and Sam took charge of organising the food.  
 
At the college the pupils were given a tour of the dairy herd and they watched with en-
thusiasm when the robotic milking system inside the shed was used by each cow when 
they were ready to be milked. Everything was carried out with precision when each cow 
walked up to the area. Only two students were on hand to oversee the area of the herd. 
Everything is recorded by the system with a wealth of data and shows that farming is be-
coming a high tech industry. Back at Westlake pupils have finally begun to harvest their 
produce which they have planted. Tasty lettuce, beetroot and strawberries were a treat 
with our sandwiches.  
 
Sam, Fletcher and Emma have all agreed they have had an interesting year at Westlake 
with a variety of activities on offer indoors and on the land. 



 

 

Charity 
 
The whole school and particularly Year 8 through their Archbishop of York Young 
Leaders Award, have contributed immensely to raising money for our chosen charities 
this year. 
 
All form groups have had the opportunity to complete a form charity event. Lead by 
their form tutor, many of our pupils have shown Service to the school and will have a 
huge impact on the lives the different charity groups support. 
 
Over £7000 has been raised and this will provide much needed relief for our charities. 
 
Well done to everyone involved and we look forward to seeing our pupils involved next 
year. 



 

 

On 3rd July the national School Farm Awards was held via zoom from the Royal Agricul-
tural University in Cirencester.  Woodchurch High School Farm was awarded the follow-
ing: 
 
2nd Prize = The Environmental Impact Award 
3rd Prize = Best use of the School Farm in a Pandemic 
 
We were delighted with the awards as our pupils 
have worked hard this year to develop the horti-
culture area on the farm. This has been support-
ed by funding from the Liverpool Community En-
vironment Fund Combined Authority, which has 
meant we could replace our old raised beds and 
start learning how to grow food.   
 
The Farm School class and Horticulture Club 
has grown a whole host of fruit and vegetables 
whilst being kind to the environment. They have 
planted up strawberries and lettuce in old wheel-
barrows (the hens ate all the lettuce - but the 
strawberries look great).   
 
The Farm School class have just harvested the 
potatoes they planted in March and the class 
was amazed to see how three seed potatoes 
planted in a pot has turned into over 40 pota-
toes!                                                             

 
The cabbages have bloomed and we also have 
peas, beans, tomatoes, peppers, watermelon 
and pumpkins. The children have learnt how to 
reduce pests without using harmful chemicals. 
They have used companion planting such as 
marigolds and nasturtiums to attract away bugs 
from the fruit and vegetables. 
  
The children have also been learning how to 
take care of wildlife by creating a safe habitat 
for three young hedgehogs that have taken up 
residence on the farm.   



 

 

 

 
 
Wednesday 1st September 2021  2021/22 Academic Year Starts 
(Staff Development Day) 
 
Tuesday 2nd September 2021   All pupils return to school 
  
Friday 22nd October 2021   Staff Development Day 
 
Monday 25th October 2021 -   Half Term 
Friday 29th October 2021 
 
Monday 1st November 2021   School Re-opens 
 
Friday 17th December 2021   School closes to all pupils 
 
Monday 20th December 2021 -  Christmas Holidays 
Monday 3rd January 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 


