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“I am come a light into the world,
that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.”

John 12:46

REMINDER: School will close at 2.10 pm on Friday
20th December 2019 and re-open to all pupils on
Monday 6th January 2020.
As we near the end of our first term we reflect on the themes we have been exploring in
the lead up to our Christmas Assemblies—the gift of God’s presence in our lives. The
Assemblies have given us the opportunity to reflect on God’s gift to us, his son, and the
lessons he taught us through his actions and words.
This time of year can be difficult for many people and we are so proud that our pupils
continue to live the ethos of the school, showing compassion to others and trust in the
staff who support them. So many of our pupils let their light shine in school and in our
wider community.
Thank you to all our parents and carers for their support again throughout this term. The
pupils have excelled in so many areas of school, despite the increased challenges
placed on them in preparation for the external examinations.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the staff for their relentless hard work,
giving up their time after school and on Saturdays to support children’s learning and their
social and emotional development.
Our school Christmas card this year was designed by
Amy Waine, Y11 GCSE Photography pupil.
The staff and Governors of Woodchurch High School wish
you all a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful start to
2020. We look forward to welcoming pupils back into
school on Monday 6th January, rested and refreshed for
the Spring Term.
“I am come a light into the world,
what whosoever believeth on me
should not abide in darkness.”

This year’s ski trip set off on Friday 13th December,
heading for Montafon in Austria, and returned in the
early hours of Thursday 19th December. Details of
the trip will be in our next newsletter, but we wanted to
share feedback from the easyJet Cabin Crew who
flew the pupils back from Zurich to Luton on Wednesday evening:
I just wanted to drop an email as I had the absolute pleasure of returning your pupils and staff from Zurich to Luton
tonight (18.12.2019).
In 8 years of being cabin crew, and 6 years as cabin manager, I don't think I have actually encountered such a well behaved school trip. A lot of the pupils were very inquisitive about our
roles as crew and wondered what qualifications they needed to pursue it. So, I hope that they
work hard in their exams, and hopefully look forward to seeing them on board soon, especially
once I transfer to Liverpool or Manchester.
They all told us about their ski trip and it sounded amazing.
They all boarded efficiently, sat in their seats, and paid attention to the important safety demonstration prior to take off.
Credit is also due to the teachers on board keeping a watchful eye of the students as well. As I
mentioned earlier, it was one of the most well behaved school trips that I have ever operated.
I hope you can pass on this feedback to everyone on board. Also, hoping
everyone made it back to their homes safely after the flight.
It’s always pleasing to hear such positive feedback about our pupils, and we’re delighted
that they made such a positive impression on the cabin crew.

On Thursday 5th December we held our Farm Christmas Fair. It was a lovely evening
filled with festive spirit. The Mayor and Mayoress were greeted by Father Christmas and
his Elves. The Year 9 Catering pupils baked all afternoon for their cake stall which was
amazing. Thank you to all the staff and pupils who helped out on the night. Most of all,
thank you to everyone who visited the Fair and supported the school farm.

The Christmas Fair raised £2,619.01!
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas
and a wonderful 2020

This year’s Mayor of Wirral is Cllr Tony
Smith. Cllr Smith has been a Governor
of Woodchurch High School since 2007
and has served as Chair of Governors
for the past seven years.
We were therefore particularly honoured to be asked to design a Christmas card for the Mayor and Mayoress.
Hannah Robertson, Head Girl, took her
inspiration from Marc Chagall’s
“Paysage Bleu” and incorporated details
of the Wirral peninsular into her design.
The Mayor and Mayoress were delighted with the final card which has been
sent out across the country and beyond.

Christmas Card for the Mayor and Mayoress of Wirral

This year our pupils have exhibited their work on all four floors of St Catherine’s Health
Centre.
During the private view the school band provided
fantastic entertainment, while pupils and their family
and friends browsed the exhibition. The Mayor and
Mayoress of Wirral turned on the Christmas lights
and opened the exhibition. Mr Cartledge stated at
the event; “What a privilege it is to be able to showcase our pupils work in such a wonderful space and
share the dynamic art work that happens daily at
Woodchurch with all staff and visitors to St Cath’s.”
The work on view around the building is the result of
the commitment and the love of the subject shown
by the pupils. We are very proud of them and the
work they have produced. The work on display features animal portraits, local architecture and photography inspired by a range of artists, designers and
photographers. It is important for pupils to see the
full artistic journey from the initial process right
through to exhibition.
We would like to thank St Catherine‘s for allowing us to exhibit in such a magnificent
building and also like to congratulate the Wirral Arts Society for setting up this relationship with St Catherine‘s and making this whole occasion possible.
It is events like this that helps us to realise that teaching is not always about exams but
more importantly is about giving experiences and opportunities to pupils through enrichment that only education can offer. It is this cultural capital that builds wisdom in pupils
and can’t be achieved from containing art within the four walls of the classroom. Our pupils will always have the memories and experience of this evening to share with others.

We hope that the work on display gives people great pleasure and uplifts their spirits.
I would like to thank all involved for giving our pupils this wonderful opportunity and we
hope that all visitors and staff enjoy the work in the year ahead.
The exhibition of work is on display at St Catherine’s Health Centre until November
2020.

Y10 Art Trip
Recently 30 Year 10 GCSE Art
students attended a trip to Liverpool city centre. The trip provided pupils with valuable experience in gathering primary resources in preparation for their
forthcoming project based on local architecture. Pupils braved
the cold to take a variety of photographs and capture the architectural details within the fantastic buildings that Liverpool has to
offer.
Pupils are excited to have the
opportunity to work the artist Ian
Murphy in the new year, and so
far have been exploring his interesting mixed media approach to
drawing and painting.

Year 10 Art Graphics Trip to Liverpool
The Year 10 Art Graphics pupils went on a
trip to Liverpool to photograph buildings in
the city centre, to be used within their Double Exposure coursework.

We went to the Albert Docks where pupils
had the opportunity to walk around and
photograph the exterior of many of the
buildings both old and new.
After a rainy, dull morning it began to brighten up after lunch and we drove to Sefton
Park and visited the Palm house, this was
the pupil’s favourite place of the day. This
gave the pupils an opportunity to photograph more nature based images that they
can use in their work upon return to the
classroom.
The images are some of the outcomes produced by the current Year 11.

A busy festive season began for our young musicians on Wednesday 27th November
as they performed for the Mayor and guests at the opening of an art exhibition at St.
Cath's Hospital. The school's music group opened the event with an acoustic set, plus
debut performances from two new musicians who will be supporting the school through
the busy period. The school music group then entertained over 200 people at the Tree
of Light Ceremony at Holy Cross Church on Sunday 1st December on a cold but enjoyable evening to start the Advent season.

On Tuesday 3rd December, the Song Squad made their annual trip to TESCO superstore in Heswall to sing carols for the public, raising money for the school's farm before
entertaining the pupils and parents who attended the art exhibition at the Williamson Art
Gallery on Wednesday 4th before signing off their Christmas contributions at the Christmas Farm Fair on Thursday 5th.
Our commitment to helping in the wider community took us to Fender Primary to support their annual Christmas production on the 10th and 11th of December before supporting the three nights of our own School production of Alice in Wonderland. Then Friday 13th, members of the school band supported Woodchurch C of E's Key Stage 2
Christmas Production at Holy Cross Church.
Our Christmas period is ending with three performances at our end of term celebration
assemblies where the school band will be performing 'Light of the World', up and coming Year 9 vocalist Emily Simms is performing a solo of 'O Holy Night' and the Song
Squad are performing their take of 'Away in a Manger'. A busy time of the year, but one
of our favourites as the opportunities for pupils to let their light shine in front of family,
their peers and the wider community are in abundance.
We would like to take the opportunity to thank all the pupils who have helped over the
festive period for their contribution as we would not be able to do what we do without
them, and also thank the parents for taking the time to see performances and collecting
the pupils at different times and places.
Merry Christmas
From Mr Gregory and Miss Carlin
Woodchurch High School Music Department

Williamson Art Exhibition
The Art Department have recently held the annual ‘Primary Arts Festival’ in
the Williamson Art Gallery in Birkenhead. The launch evening for the exhibition was a
huge success with over 230 guests.
The exhibition is a culmination of workshops
that were held in Woodchurch High School.
Workshops were attended by Year 5 pupils
from Fender Primary, Overchurch Junior,
Woodchurch C of E, Prenton Primary, Townfield, St Michael & All Angels, Meadowside and
Foxfield. The work is also a response to Woodchurch High School’s Christian Values and the
individual values of the primary schools involved.
Pupils created their own personalised portrait
based on the work of the American artist, Jean-Michel Basquiat. Pupils used a photograph of themselves and a mixture of media printing techniques to create their final
piece. The exhibition also features current work from pupils in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and
11.
This is the third time primary schools have exhibited alongside Woodchurch High
School and feedback has been extremely positive.

Year 7
This half term, Year 7 have continued to be enthralled by the twists and turns in the plot
of Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist and have been really dedicated to discovering Oliver’s
fate. The novel has been used as a springboard to discuss the wider issues of identity
and friendship, including what it takes to be a true friend and a great human being.
The book has been the perfect tool in enabling Year 7 pupils to explore our school’s
Christian Values as we look out for examples of trust, hope, endurance and compassion in the novel. We have learned that characters (and thus people) do not always fit in
to one box and can develop and change over time. Students have specifically identified
that throughout the novel Nancy’s character develops as she starts to exhibit more and
more Christian Values.
This term Year 7 have also been developing their
descriptive writing skills, producing detailed descriptions of various scenes ahead of their December
assessments. They have been encouraged to master ambitious adjectives, adverbs and prepositions
as well as some intriguing language devices such
as similes and metaphors. This should enable them
to begin writing detailed descriptions that leap off
the page and enthral the reader.

Year 8
Since half term, Year 8 have continued their studies of the Gothic Horror genre by exploring a range of short stories. Using these short stories as inspiration, students have
been challenged with creating their own stories which include tension and drama! They
have investigated key features, including ways to develop character and a range of
ways to start and end stories.
With a focus on building vocabulary, spelling and punctuation, students have also identified and used a range of
sentence types and experimented with using these in their
own writing for effect and to build tension in their writing.
By using their fantastic imaginations, students have been
able to create and develop their own unique characters
and spooky settings.
Year 8 have demonstrated their keen imaginations and
ability to write confidently and creatively. With these everincreasing skills, Year 8 will be well prepared to face their
first assessment in January, which will cover both Gothic
writing and reading questions on an extract from The
Woman in Black.
Good luck, Year 8!

Year 9
Is honesty always the best policy? Is it heroic to fight for something you believe in? Is it
heroic to die for something that you believe in? These big thinking questions are just
some of the philosophical inquiries that Year 9 pupils have attempted to unravel during
their second half term.
After studying Of Mice and Men throughout the first half
term at Woodchurch High School, this term, pupils have
further developed the skills they acquired through their
close analysis and evaluation of this novella.
Through analysing Brooke’s patriotic poetry by writing class
ideas on the outline of a World War I solider, rolling dice to
answer questions on a learning grid about ‘A Wife in London’ and trying to hold back tears watching ‘Laura’s Story’
when reading ‘The Manhunt’, Year 9 have fully engaged
with the poetry from the ‘Power and Conflict’ anthology.
In addition to augmenting their love and appreciation for
these poems, unpicking these poems has also equipped
these pupils with versatile analytical, evaluative and creative skills which will ensure that they succeed during their
exams in January and moreover, during their time in Year
10 and 11.
The Learning Programmes for Year 9 encompass a differentiated and exciting scheme
of work, which has and will continue to enable all pupils to progress to the very best of
their abilities. Alongside this, the Curriculum Map ensures that all pupils develop not only skills that will serve them until and beyond Year 11, but also that pupils are able to
thoroughly enjoy their learning as they do so.
Year 10
This half term, Year 10 have been working hard to prepare for their GCSE Language
Component 1 trial exams, which have been completed in the hall. All English staff have
been extremely pleased and impressed by the dedication displayed by pupils in Year 10
through their hard work in revision, attention during lessons and attitude going into the
exam hall. Pupils have certainly earned their Christmas break!
In preparation for this mock exam, pupils have been practicing both their reading and
writing skills. Reading short stories and practicing selecting quotes has been a key skill
for development, and a skill that can be transferred into their study of Literature next
term (Macbeth and Poetry). Pupils have also been honing their analysis of language and
structure, focusing on how the writer creates thoughts and feelings in those reading their
work. This analysis has been beneficial when attempting to write their own short stories:
using various literary techniques, picking up ambitious vocabulary, and learning how
writers convey their ideas. Although creative writing can be challenging, Year 10 have
certainly risen to the occasion and explored their imaginations to create some interesting, engaging and even tense short stories.

Year 10 (cont’d)
During the Spring term, Year 10 will be resuming their study of Macbeth from Year 9, and
also working on their knowledge of the Poetry Anthology. Subsequently, it would be extremely helpful if, during the Christmas break, pupils would read through their copies of
Macbeth to revise the characters, plot and key themes, and also revise their understanding of the poems already covered in the anthology. Watching a good production of Macbeth would also be beneficial – Shakespeare’s plays were meant to be watched, after all!
By now, Year 10 will have multiple exercise books, copies of the anthology and copies of
the key literature texts for their GCSEs. As a result, it is important that pupils obtain a lever arch file to store their work in. These can be purchased from the English staff base for
£2.50 or pupils can bring their own folders into school. Revision guides for each set text
and each exam can also be purchased from the English staff base – these are perfect for
revision, as not only do they contain key knowledge but also provide activities to practice
necessary skills. There are also Year 10 revision sessions on Tuesdays after school with
Ms Calder in English 1.
Year 11
Congratulations to Year 11 who have just completed their first lot of Walk-Through
mock exams in English this half-term. As part of the trial exam period, Year 11 studied
intensely for three hours on each day before their English mocks. It was a gruelling
three hours, but three hours where your teachers where incredibly proud of you! Very
well done!
This half term, Year 11 have continued with consolidating their knowledge of the Language Component 2 exam paper, alongside Language Component 1 from last year. Pupils have explored a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts including: short stories,
articles, formal letters, informal letters, reports, reviews and speeches.
Year 11 have been exploring a range of different topics such as the climate crisis, tourism and reducing waste. From Greta Thunberg’s moving speech to the United Nations
only last month to opinion pieces about the great city of Liverpool, not a stone’s throw
away, Year 11 have explored a huge variety of opinions
and issues and are now looking to inspire their own writing.
After the Christmas Break, Year 11 will be revising over
everything from English over their time at Woodchurch
so they are fully prepared for their final exams. Pupils
should absolutely be rereading the key texts for English
Literature: Macbeth, An Inspector Calls and A Christmas
Carol (the perfect time of year for it!) and the Eduqas Poetry Anthology. It is also recommended that pupils watch
the plays on YouTube to fully understand the audience’s
reactions and opinions whilst watching them.
Pupils should use techniques in the Woodchurch Revision Handbook to support to consolidate their knowledge of the key texts. Of course, the English staff are on hand to
support pupils, including during the timetabled revision sessions on Tuesdays after
school.

Year 7 and 8 First News Club (Eng 9)
Come along and:

engage in debate about current affairs;

learn more about the world around you;

make new, like-minded friends!

Pupils should bring their lunch with them to English 9 on Tuesday lunchtimes if they
would like to join in.
Reading Club (Eng 11)
All year groups are welcome to join Mrs Allum in English 11 for Reading Club. Whether
you would like to read your own page-turner quietly, get some support with reading, or
chat about books and find the one for you, Reading Club is the place to be! Why not use
it as an opportunity to boost your Woodchurch 1000 score?

Poetry: Live! Conference
On Monday 2nd December, 33 Year 11 pupils,
along with Mr Williams, Mrs Wilson and Ms Calder,
visited the Palace Theatre in Manchester for the
Poetry: Live! conference.

Carol Ann Duffy - 'Valentine'

Here, pupils had the opportunity to hear from four
poets from the Eduqas Poetry Anthology: Imtiaz
Dharker, Owen Sheers, former Poet Laureate Carol
Ann Duffy, and current Poet Laureate Simon
Armitage. All poets read the poems from the Anthology and discussed these in regard to the examination criteria. Pupils also heard from other poets,
which gave a real opportunity to celebrate poetry in
its most organic sense, instead of just an exam
context.
It was a really lovely day which gave pupils a lot to
think about in preparation for their Literature walkthrough mock exams in February 2020.
Thank you for a lovely day, Year 11!

Simon Armitage - 'The Manhunt'

The General Election in English
This is a party political broadcast by the Woodchurch
High School English Department:
On 12th December 2019, the UK elected their next Prime Minister. During the week in
the run up to the election, pupils across the whole school were learning about the different parties, what makes a good manifesto and how voting majorities work in our voting
system.
In English, pupils developed their own opinions of politics by thinking about the key issues they care about the most. Most pupils discussed their passionate beliefs on the
NHS and healthcare, education, poverty, and the environment to draw their own conclusions about who to vote for.
Pupils then went on to create their own ‘mini’festos to present to their classes and try to
win the votes of their peers. All year groups were fantastic during this, and it was a real
opportunity for pupils to share their ideas and their passionate beliefs.
A very well done to all!

The Woodchurch 1000 Challenge
This academic year, pupils have been set a challenge to read 10 books independently. Already, many
pupils are rising to this challenge and we are well on
our way to smashing our whole school target of 1000
books!


Reading is a guaranteed way to ensure success at GCSE and beyond. Children
who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher
results in Maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read
less regularly.



In England and Northern Ireland the median hourly wage of workers with the highest levels of literacy is 94% higher than for workers who have the lowest levels of
literacy.



Research shows that reading for pleasure can reduce the symptoms of depression,
build empathy and help us build relationships with others.



Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational
success than their socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).



There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for
pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in
Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

We have until the end of the academic year to reach our target of 1000 so keep reading!
Remember to speak to your English teacher or your form tutor about getting yourself a
book to read. There’s no such thing as someone who doesn’t like reading, only people
who haven’t found the right book yet!

Year 7
This half-term Year 7 have continued to learn all
about the world of William Shakespeare and have
been exploring another one of his key plays,
Macbeth! Year 7 have worked incredibly hard developing their confidence and key drama skills, including choral speech, ensemble movement and use of
vocal skills.
Year 9
This half term Year 9 been exploring our set text,
Mark Wheeler’s Too Much Punch for Judy. Pupils have loved engaging with this true story which is written as a verbatim play and follows the tragic tale of two sisters, one of
whom killed the other in a car accident. The piece is aimed as a Theatre in Education
piece to teach pupils the dangers of misusing alcohol and pupils have responded with
real maturity and compassion when bringing the characters to life.
Year 10
Year 10 have continued to build on their successes from last half-term. Pupils have
worked to transfer their understanding of theatre practitioners and the purpose of theatre
to two plays written by Mark Wheeler. The plays, Game Over and Missing Dan Nolan
are based on true stories and written in Wheeler’s typical verbatim style. The pupils’
compassion in performing these pieces has been excellent and the work they
produced has been consistently powerful.
Year 11
Year 11 have begun their preparation for their written
exam this half-term. Pupils have commenced their
study of J.B. Priestley’s An Inspector Calls and are
focusing on different perspectives within the theatre,
including: performers, directors and designers. They
have also spent lots of time working on their Section
B theatre review, following their trips to see Les Miserables earlier this academic year. Our pupils’ performances in their recent mock were very promising
and we can’t wait to celebrate with them in the summer!
Alice in Wonderland
On Wednesday 16th October Miss Jones and Miss Edwards took Year 10 and Year 11
pupils to The Liverpool Empire Theatre to watch Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables. Pupils
were in awe of the actors, set, costume and singing and can’t wait to write about the
piece in their theatre reviews. Miss Jones and Miss Edwards would like to congratulate
all pupils that went on the trip for their impeccable behaviour and engagement. Well
done!

Alice in Wonderland
On the 10th, 11th and 12th December
our pupils performed Lewis Carol’s
Alice in Wonderland to an audience
of parents, friends, staff and other
members of our community. The
performance was hugely successful
and pupils loved taking part in the
experience. They showcased their
hard-work from last four months,
performing as actors, singers and
dancers during the show.
Congratulations and well done to all
pupils that were involved!

The General Election
To commemorate our general election Year 9 and Year 10 pupils explored key issues posed by different
political parties via a giant board
game. Pupils loved working in
teams to face different challenges
and to overcome obstacles and
make the most of opportunities
thrown at them by different political
candidates.
The game culminated in pupils gaining more of an understanding about
how political policies can and will
impact their lives!

GCSE- Year 11 revision is available every Thursday lunch time and after school in
Hum 5

In Geography Year 7 are looking at the
causes of volcanoes and how they impact
on humans. Pupils in set 6 made their own
model volcanoes and exploded them using
citric acid and baking powder.

Year 8 pupils have been studying how Geography influences the war in Iraq and the Middle East, This unit has looked at the causes of war and conflict and how the physical geography of the region influences battle tactics it has also challenged misconceptions
about the Middle East a war zone.
Year 9 are looking at climate change and need to be looking over the work form the first
term in preparation for the mock exams in the New Year.
Year 10 are revising for the end of unit test on urban issues and will move on to the economic world looking at the causes of the development gap and the differences between
rich and poor countries.

Year 11 will have completed Paper 1 revision and after the holiday we will start Paper 2.
Parents and guardians should ensure that pupils are revising over the holiday any gaps
in their knowledge of Paper 1 using the provided revision materials or online support
from websites such as cool geography and BBC bitesize.
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg
Revision materials are provided at Saturday College and the green revision guides.

Year 11
For Year 11 pupils have now completed revision on the Development of the USA, 1929 –
2000 unit, and have begun revision on the Health and Medicine Through Time unit.
Important dates –
Year 11 Predicted GCSE Results Assembly
Wednesday 18th December 2019

Pupils have completed their Trial Exams and on Wednesday 18th December there is the
Predicted GCSE Results Assembly, where they will be given, and can assess, their progress at this point of the GCSE course.
There remains a big emphasis on Year 11 pupils carrying out independent revision and
pupils need to continue to take advantage of the revision classes being offered in History
on Thursday lunchtime and after school, and Wednesday after school.
Saturday College will resume after the Christmas break for pupils to undertake independent revision.
Current and upcoming topics:

Year 7 pupils have completed their unit on Historical Skills and are now studying
different aspects of life in the Middle Ages, including the events of 1066 and how the arrival of the Normans impacted on the lives of people in Britain.
Year 8 pupils have been studying how life in Britain changed from the 14th to the
21st century, including the industrial revolution. They will soon be moving on to look at
the causes of World War One (how did a sandwich result in the deaths of 20 million people?) and what life was like for soldiers on the Western Front.
Year 9 pupils will be continuing their Health and Medicine Through Time unit, looking at
developments in patient care and public health from the medieval period to the late 20th
century.
Year 10 pupils are continuing their study of the Elizabethan Age 1558 – 1603, focusing on the religious challenges to Elizabeth I – the Catholic threat (Mary, Queen of
Scots and the Spanish Armada) and the challenge from the Puritans. After Christmas we
will begin work on the Development of the USA, 1929 – 2000 unit.
Important dates –
Year 8 Trial Exam - Wednesday 8th January 2020
Year 9 Trial Exam - Wednesday 22nd to Friday 24th January 2020 (depending on sets)
Fun Fact!
Love it or hate it? Did you know that Marmite was actually invented
by the Victorians as horse shoe polish! A stable boy spread it on his
toast, thought it was delicious and the rest is history!

Mrs Murphy has started up THUNKS club again this academic year. The
club, which focuses on looking at big questions, runs every Tuesday
lunchtime in Humanities 9. All pupils in Years 8 and 9 are welcome.
Mrs Keegan and Mrs Wilton are holding a session each Tuesday
lunchtime for pupils who want to aim to achieve a grade 8 or 9 in RS.
This was very successful last academic year and any Year 11 pupils are welcome to attend.
Year 8 have been enjoying some engaging and interactive session with Wirral
Youth for Christ this half term. The sessions have focused on how Christians put their
faith into action, which also supports their Archbishop of York award.
Years 7, 8 and 9 have enjoyed focusing on the General Election this half term during their RS lessons. They have been looking at the importance of exercising the right to
vote, in particular looking at key events in Martin Luther King's life, learning about how
he fought for the right for everyone to vote and how he was encouraged to do this because of his Christian beliefs.

In the run up to the 2019 General Election pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 have been looking into the different voting systems used around the world. Pupils have looked at the
advantages and disadvantages of each system, considering just how fair our system really is! As part of this, students have counted votes in a ballot to find the schools favourite Muppet (Congratulations to Miss Piggy!).
Pupils have also considered the policies of the parties running in this year’s election,
and it was most encouraging to see just how engaged our pupils have been when discussing and thinking about the Election - there’s hope for the future yet! On Thursday
12th December all pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 voted in the General Election based
solely on the parties’ policies. This took place in their local constituency (form groups)
and a group of pupils volunteered to count the votes and analyse the data.
In addition to our General Election, PSHCEE have polled Key Stage 3 by just asking
them to vote for their favourite party. The results pose some really interested statistics.
For instance, when pupils voted for a political party almost 84% chose to vote for the Labour party… when pupils voted on the policies, Labour still won the vote but only with a
percentage of 45%.

Pictured Left:
Evelyn Williams, Bethany
Robinson and Chloe Ryan
analysing the results of the
Muppets Election.
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Party

A

B
C

D

Independent Learning Information:
Username:
WoodchurchStudent
Password:
Woodchurch
Username:
FIRST LETTER OF NAME and
FULL SURNAME (all in capitals)
@Woodchurch-high
Password:
Password!
Username:
First 3 letters of first name followed by first 3 letters of surname
Password:
Ask Miss Shevlin

Homework Club
Maths homework club began in November and
will continue every Wednesday to support learners that wish to have support for their home study.
This will be staffed by our
Support Staff in the Maths Pod. The club will
finish each week at 4pm and all learners are
welcome.

Year 8 Trial exams
Year 8 have just completed their first reading and listening assessments this year on the
topic of ‘Holidays’. Pupils have worked hard in preparation for these assessments.
After the Christmas break, pupils in Year 8 will complete their trial exams in reading, listening and writing. In order to prepare, pupils should continue to revise vocabulary each
week using their vocabulary books. Pupils can also use Quizlet online!

Year 11 Trial Exams
Pupils have recently sat their trial exams for MFL. Pupils completed
exams in reading, listening, speaking and writing. Thank you to our
pupils for all their hard work and revision, they showed great endurance and resilience! ¡Felicidades! Félicitations!
At home, pupils should continue to revise their General Conversation
questions, ‘Hub Phrases’ and ‘Booster Verbs’. They can also use online websites such
as DuoLingo, Memrise and Quizlet to revise vocabulary. Practice exam questions are
also available on BBC Bitesize.
MFL Revision Guides
MFL revision guides are available for pre-order from the MFL staff base. There is a revision guide available and a workbook which are invaluable to pupil’s exam preparation.
Please ask any MFL teacher for details!
MFL Homework Club
Are you in Year 7 and 8? Do you need help with vocabulary learning? Do you want fun,
new techniques to improve your vocabulary scores? See Miss Parkinson in MFL 1 on a
Wednesday lunchtime.
MFL Facts!
Did you know that in many other languages there are words that
do not have an equivalent translation in English? Please read our
two favourites from this term.
L’esprit d’escalier (French)
This is a word to describe the moment when you think of a very
witty comeback to respond to someone, but it is too late!
Sobremesa (Spanish)
This word is used to describe the moment when after you have
eaten a meal at the table, and all of the food is gone, you continue to have a great conversation, maybe for hours on end!

Congratulations to the KS3 and KS4 badminton teams who
both qualified for the next round Merseyside youth games
finals.

The girls are making fantastic progress in rugby and won their last
game against South Wirral 25-0.
Any new players can attend training sessions on Thursdays.
Good luck to Molly Phillips with
her County trials next term.

Year 7 Rugby team,
ahead of an honourable 15-15 draw with St
Anselm’s B Team

Year 10 boys celebrate a
20-17 win against
St Anselm’s B Team.

The boys returned to
play St Anselm’s A
team, losing 39-5.
The boys played
courageously and
were a credit to the
school in a very
physical game.

Mr Yarranton would also like to
congratulate Will Wright, Ben
Foran and Jude Kirkham who
we’re selected for the u14 Sale
Sharks Development Squad
and Toby Elkerton for being
selected for the u16 Squad.

A group of 49 school rugby players
thoroughly enjoyed watching Sale
Sharks Vs London Wasps and four
lucky pupils completed the drop goal
challenge at half time!!

Environmental Focus of the Year
Having conducted our Environmental Review, our ECO Committee have decided to focus
on improving our whole school contribution and actions towards the following topics: Litter, Waste, Global Citizenship, Transport and Healthy Living. Many thanks to all the
members of the ECO Committee for all their hard work. We will be reviewing applications
to become a member of the Committee and inviting pupils for interviews soon.
ECO Bricks
Over the last two months, we have asked all years to recycle plastic items and donate
them towards our ECO Bricks Collection. ECO Bricks are reusable building block created
by firmly packing clean and dry used plastics. Some pupils have gone above and beyond
this request and created their own ECO Bricks in their spare time! These pupils will be
nominated for the ECO Warriors Award which will be judged in the Summer Term next
year. Thank you to every member of the School who has contributed to the donations or
gave up their spare time to create ECO Bricks. There will be a day of building bricks in
the upcoming term and we will be using the bricks we create to develop furniture in the
reading/sitting areas of the farm.
Year 7 ECO Photography Society
Are you a passionate or aspiring photographer? With experience or no experience, all
members of Year 7 are invited to join the ECO Photography Society starting in January
2020. Thank you to Lauren Williams (7YW) who has helped in promoting the society.

Recycle Like There is No Tomorrow!
Anna Lea Jones Griffiths (7YW) provided her incredible
designs skills to support the Chaplaincy Team’s fundraising and created a variety of ideas for Tote Bags to promote positive ECO messages. These were a sell-out success at the School Christmas Farm Fair.

Year 7 – My Character Awards
The ‘My Character Awards’ are up and running this term with many of our pupils receiving nominations for showing and displaying our Christian Values. This in turns reflects
our School Vision of ‘Let your Light Shine’. Pupils have been receiving letters home
congratulating them on their positive contributions to their immediate community. Pupils
also receive a certificate in assembly with a view to receive their Character Badge at
the end of Year 7. Well done so far to everyone involved and who has been nominated.
Year 8 – Archbishop of York Award
Pupils in Year 8 have already completed their School Challenge this term by carrying
out the Readathon. Pupils in Year 8 sat with pupils in Year 7 and helped them with their
reading once a week during form time. This level of Service and Compassion demonstrates key Christian Values that contribute to a Just community based upon respect.
The Form Challenges have already started which has included the annual Random Act
of Kindness event which is handing out Christmas Cards in the centre of Birkenhead.
Pupils have been able to show Christian Values such as Humility, Service, Trust and
Compassion during these challenges. The other form groups will complete their Form
Challenge in 2019. I would also like to take this opportunity to say thank you for the
support you have given your child/ward in completing the first Personal Challenge. This
will make a significant difference to people both in our local community and the world.
Finally, each form group has contribute a harvest bag to ‘Christians Against Poverty
(CAP). The overwhelming feedback has been incredibly positive and pupils are ‘Being
the change you want to see’. Well done to all pupils who were able to donate and keep
up the great work.

The new Year 9 cohort for 2020 will be announced in the new year. Look at the DofE
notice board on the Humanities corridor for up to date information and meetings.

Remember if you are selected you need to commit to the training and support sessions to
be successful.

Friday 20th December 2019

School closes for Christmas Break
at 2.10 pm

Monday 23rd December 2019 Friday 3rd January 2020

Christmas Break

Monday 6th January 2020

All pupils return to school

Thursday 9th January 2020 Tuesday 14th January

Year 8 Trial Exams

Tuesday 14th January 2020

11X Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 15th January 2020

11Y Parents’ Evening

Monday 20th January 2020—
Friday 24th January 2020

Year 9 Trial Exams

Monday 20th January 2020

PTA Meeting

Monday 10th February 2020

Year 10 Work Experience

Friday 14th February 2020

School Closes for Half Term

Monday 17th February 2020—
Friday 21st February 2020

Half Term

Monday 24th February 2020

All pupils return to school

Friday 28th February 2020

Staff Development Day
School closed to pupils

