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“The righteous considereth the cause of the poor: but the wicked regardeth not to know it.”

Proverbs 29:7

New Year 7 Pupils
We are delighted at the start our new
Year 7 pupils have made, settling well
into their Form Groups and making new
friends. It is an exciting time for our
young people as they develop their independent learning skills and organisational skills. Positive Behaviour for Learning
is a big part of the school’s ethos, together with our Christian Values, and will
stand pupils in good stead for the whole
of their secondary school careers and
beyond.
We very much appreciate the support of
parents/carers through this transition and
we have enjoyed meeting you at Curriculum Evenings and in the recent Form Tutor evening.
Curriculum Evenings have again been
highly successful. Parents/Carers have
expressed their appreciation of the sessions in helping them to understand how
their children learn, and how to support
them with home study.

Saturday College off to a flying start!
Year 10 and 11 pupils have totally embraced the opportunity of Saturday College so far
this year, turning up in great numbers and working hard to achieve their best.
These mornings are great opportunities for our Year 10 and 11 pupils to be treated as
young adults and sample a trusting 'College' working atmosphere, being able to revise
and complete extra coursework and access all systems in school independently. Every
subject being taught at Key Stage 4 has relevant revision materials available for pupils on
the day. We have silent study and group study rooms.
Self study has been identified as one of the most influential factors in ensuring pupils hit target grades for subjects they are studying for.
They also build in long term benefits giving pupils ‘life study skills’ to promote long term
learning practices, giving pupils the ‘stepping stones’ to further their studies and build a
career pathway for themselves.
Saturday College runs from 9am – 12 noon.
Complimentary breakfast is served at 10:30am
Future dates for your diary for next half term are:
Saturday 9th November (Year 11 only)
Saturday 23rd November (Year 11 only)
These sessions will focus on Year 11 preparing for their forthcoming mock examinationgs
beginning 20th November.
CRUNCH TIME!!
Time is quickly passing for Year 11 and we will be holding a YEAR 11 PARENTS’
MEETING on 7th November at 6.30 pm. During the evening Year 11 full reports will
be discussed, together with an opportunity to have discussions with Curriculum Leaders.

Active8+ is a sure fire hit with Year 7 pupils!
Year 7 pupils have shown tremendous resilience
and had a fantastic time during our Active8+ sessions on Saturday mornings this term. With sessions ranging from Photography with Mrs Simpson, Baking with Mrs O’Neill and Survival skills,
led by our very own Bear Grylls, Mr Hulse.

Future dates for next half term are:
Saturday 9th November
Saturday 23rd November

To celebrate 20 years of supporting school breakfast clubs, Kellogg’s has awarded
school £1,000 to enhance our Breakfast Club and help feed our children in the morning.
School was selected to receive this boost as Kellogg’s announced they are to double their investments in breakfast clubs in 2019 as more and more
schools struggle to find the budget to fund this service for their pupils.
Breakfast Club help with everything from attendance and attainment to alleviating hunger and providing pre-school care. 68% of teachers believe pupils would struggle to
concentrate in class without their breakfast club, according to Kellogg’s research.
Ms Phillips said “We are so grateful to receive this generous donation. With this additional funding we will be able to further enhance and support our provision for all children within the school. This funding will help us to provide our breakfast club services
for our children and their families, thanks to the support from Kellogg’s.”
Kate Prince, Corporate Social Responsibility Manager at Kellogg’s said “We’re proud to
have spent 20 years supporting so many schools across the UK. We believe all children should have the opportunity to start the day with breakfast and we know that
equipment and resources are just as important to clubs as the food itself.”
Kellogg’s has supported 3,000 school breakfast clubs with funds, food and training over
the last 20 years—that’s 70 million bowls of cereal to children all over the UK since
1998.
Careers Convention
On Thursday 17th November, Woodchurch High School hosted their annual Careers
Convention. Many post-16 providers attended along with pupils from all years, with the
aim to inspire and inform pupils. During the course of the evening, lots of pupils showed
great integrity and took the opportunity to ask about specific courses and career routes
that they were interested in. Pupils left feeling much clearer with regards to the choices
open to them. Following on from this, many Year 11s have already begun the process of
applying for courses and visiting various open days, we hope Year 11 continue to make
wise choices when considering which options are best for their future.
One provider commented: “The pupils were incredibly polite, engaged and focused.
This was one of the most enjoyable careers events I have attended.”

Congratulations to Mr Canham, Assistant
Headteacher, and Miss Hughes, Assistant Pupil Progress Leader, who received a “Be the Difference”
award at the recent Local Authority Awards Ceremony.
Mr Canham and Miss Hughes were presented with a
certificate by Mrs Sue Talbot, Deputy Director of Education for Wirral, who spoke about
their outstanding work at Woodchurch High School, providing pastoral care and support
which has, and continues to make a different to the lives of so many of our pupils.

IQM Award
In September Mr Simpson, Ms O’Sullivan and Ms Phillips travelled to London with two of our pupils to collect
the IQM Flagship Award.
The Award is in recognition of Woodchurch High
School’s commitment to ensuring that all our pupils, regardless of their needs, receive an excellent education.
The Award acknowledges the work we do liaising and
engaging with parents/carers by holding evenings such
as “How to support your child with Numeracy and Literacy.” It also identifies how we promote inclusion throughout the school, for example how we use TAs to support
our children to become more independent.

Open Evening was held on Monday 30th September and was busier than ever. It is always
a great opportunity to showcase our pupils,
staff and facilities. We welcomed over 2,500
prospective parents and pupils; feedback was
very positive and reminded us why we are so
proud of our Woodchurch family.
The pupils are always so helpful to our visitors
and make them feel very welcome. More than
450 pupils came back to school to help out, a
testament to their dedication and service to
the school.
Open Day was also busy when Parents/
Carers took the opportunity to visit the
school in action. Please look at the website for this year’s prospectus which highlights the provision at Woodchurch High
School:
www.woodchurchhigh.com

A warm welcome to all Parents who have joined the PTA this academic year, if anyone
else would like to get involved our next Meeting is Monday 11 th November, 6.30 pm at
the school – just come along.
There is still time to join the PTA 100 Club with a chance to win a monthly cash prize,
entry forms are available at the school reception and the annual subscription is £12.
A PTA Raffle will be held at the School Production, 10th to 12th December, so please look
out for us on the night and buy a ticket with a chance to win a great prize - Please Help
the PTA to Help YOUR School.

If anybody has questions regarding the PTA please contact Steve Roper via
woodchurchptasecretary@gmail.com

Barcelona Art Trip 2019
The Art department has just returned from the
beautiful city of Barcelona, 30 pupils and 5 members of staff made their way to Barcelona for five
days of culture and sightseeing.

Day one started early at 1am!! The time didn’t
seem to dampen the pupils’ spirits who were as
energetic and excited as always. There were a
number of first time fliers in the group who embraced the experience.
Upon arrival we took the pupils by coach towards
Montjuic. Here were took the cable cars to the top
of the hill, to see the castle and had a spot of
lunch whilst taking in the incredible views of the
city. We then headed back down the hill to see the
Magic Fountains and to meet up with the coach
again where we then headed to the Urbany Hostel
so they could settle in, unpack and enjoy their first
meal on the outdoor terrace.
Day two saw us heading to Las Ramblas, it is a
central boulevard that cuts through the heart of the
city centre and is a vibrant and lively experience.
Pupils wasted no time in buying souvenirs and gifts
(using their Catalan phrases!). Along with the shops
was the Mercat de la Boqueria which is a large and
colourful market on the Ramblas, pupils were dazzled by the brilliance of colour from the fruits and
vegetables in its stalls. For lunch a number of pupils seized the opportunity to select a local tapas
restaurant and sat outside on Las Ramblas. Most
pupils had never experienced tapas before and absolutely loved it! After lunch we worked our way
through the beautiful ornate and narrow pedestrian
streets to our next activity. The Picasso Museum
gave an opportunity for pupils to witness a comprehensive collection of early works produced by Picasso when he was a teenager right through to his
signature pieces from his later years. Afterwards
we completed our busy day by exploring the exquisite Parc de la Ciutadella.

Day three saw the pupils heading to Figueres, the home of the Artist Salvador Dali. The
museum displays the single largest and most diverse collection of works by Salvador
Dalí, the core of which was from the artist's personal collection. In addition to Dalí paintings from all decades of his career, there are Dalí sculptures, three dimensional collages, and other curiosities from Dalí's imagination. This was the perfect opportunity for pupils to gather primary research for their GSCE controlled assessment. The Medieval City of Girona was next on the agenda, pupils enjoyed a walking tour of the city’s
Jewish Quarter. The narrow, winding streets of this incredible city enabled pupils to take
some stunning photos of the architecture. We headed back to the coach and got back
just in time before the rain hit!
Day four was all about Antoni Gaudi! As a group we explored his beautiful Parc Guell. The Park
is a public system composed of gardens and architectonic elements located on Carmel Hill. This
area really showed what Gaudi was all about and gave us the opportunity to show the pupils how
nature was the driving force in his architecture and designs. Later that evening we ended the day
visiting his most famous creation, Sagrada Familia. Words do not do this spectacular structure
justice. The pupils were unanimous in their awe and wonder at this construction! What a way to
complete the pupils’ cultural experience. On our last day before returning to the UK pupils had
the opportunity to shop, where most bought souvenirs of their experience and had time to reflect
on their journey. All 30 pupils were outstanding Woodchurch ambassadors and did us proud!

Charles Farnell from Birkenhead Rotary Club attended Year 10 Assembly on the 3 rd of
October to announce the winners of the annual Rotary Photography Competition. This
year’s theme was ‘The Wonders of Nature’ and the Photography GCSE students used
the school farm as a starting point for their entries. Pupils were shortlisted by the Rotary Club and the comments they received as feedback included:
‘All the students that entered this year’s competition demonstrated a high degree of
photographic competence and understanding of the subject they were asked to capture
and should be proud of their own achievements. Well done to everyone.
The title “the Wonders of Nature” provided a wide choice of subjects. Many students
concentrated on the beauty of flowers, flower heads and petals with a few others taking
the brief that little bit further. Those that chose to explore other possibilities have been
rewarded with placements in recognition of their creative individuality and approach to
their subject.’
Third place was awarded to Elle Devoy,10XZ, second place went to Jack McQuillan,10XV, and Jude Chamberlain, 10YE, won first place overall. All students received a
certificate and voucher acknowledging their efforts.

1st Prize—Jude Chamberlain

2nd Prize—Jack McQuillan

3rd Prize—Elle Devoy

Year 7
Should we retaliate if someone causes us harm?
Can we trust people who we do not know very well?
Does justice always prevail? These are just a few of
the big thinking questions that Year 7 have attempted to answer in their English lessons during our first
half term.
Studying Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens this term
– the story of a young orphan and his descent into the criminal world (followed by his
rise from this) – has equipped pupils with strong subject knowledge of the Victorian era,
and has ignited their passion for English.
Through creating mock trials, wanted posters and participating in a vast amount of class
discussions, pupils have developed their oracy skills and have become increasingly confident with presenting their ideas to their peers.
In addition to augmenting their confidence and oracy skills, our Learning Programmes
have enabled Year 7 to develop their literacy and writing skills. Many pupils are attempting the more challenging options for independent work, and pupils take pride in the work
they have produced – regularly asking if they can read what they have written to their
classmates.
These skills are not limited to Year 7. Instead, the talents which are being cultivated by
our current Year 7s will serve them until Year 11, and then in their later lives; our Learning Programmes and Curriculum Maps ensure that the skills required at GCSE are instilled in our pupils from their very first term at Woodchurch.
The Learning Programmes for Year 7 entail an engaging and differentiated scheme of
work so that all pupils can progress to the best of their ability and develop a true love for
English as they do so.

Year 8
This term, Year 8 have explored ghoulish Gothic Horror fiction
while reading The Woman in Black. They have engaged in the
scheme of work with great enthusiasm (and bravery!) Pupils
have investigated features of the genre, and how writers can
create tension for the reader.
Pupils have analysed the language used in a range of Gothic
texts in order to be able to identify how a writer uses language
to create a chilling atmosphere. Students have learned to identify key features such as personification, pathetic fallacy and
metaphor.
With this knowledge and keen imaginations, many pupils have
been able to create their own short Gothic stories with a focus
on forming gloomy settings and unusual characters.
After the half term break, Year 8 will continue to develop their understanding of the
Gothic genre and how writers can use language to interest, excite and terrify us!
Year 9
Welcome to English GCSE, Year 9!
Year 9 have started the year off by discussing themes of War and
Conflict through reading Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck and
by developing their fictional reading and writing skills.
Year 9 have looked at the context surrounding the novella looking
at life in 1930s America and all the issues surrounding class, race
and gender at the time which also gave them the opportunity to
discuss today’s issues and challenge whether they had really
changed.
Learners have started reading the text and exploring its key
themes in detail. Pupils are able to enthusiastically explore the plot, characters and
contexts behind the text and have gained an understanding of social issues. Pupils
have used their knowledge of Of Mice and Men to practise their narrative writing skills
and are able to write to create tension.
Learners have been exploring the text to discover how the writer uses language for effect and are able to evaluate the writer’s choices of theme, plot and character.
Year 9 are on track to tackle their assessments in January and are being well-prepared
to start studying their GCSE English Literature texts, Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol and Shakespeare’s Macbeth later in the year. There will be big challenges ahead
but if they work hard Year 9 will be well prepared to take them head on!

Year 10
This half term, Year 10 have been looking at the GCSE Language Component 1 exam,
focusing on reading fiction texts and answering questions, and also having a go at writing stories for the second half of the paper. The English staff have been very impressed
with how hard Year 10 have been working to build on the foundations laid in Year 9 for
their Language GCSE; some fantastic work has already been produced!
To build up the skills necessary for this exam, learners have been encouraged to do as
much independent reading as they can in order to enhance their vocabulary and look at
how other writers engage the reader. In lessons, learners have been reading through
and attempting past exam papers to improve their understanding of the structure of the
exam. In addition to this, learners have been studying the PLCs to give them an idea
about the mark scheme for the exam, and what they will need to do to achieve their individual target grades. To further enhance the skills they are building up in class, learning
homework and extended writing homework set for Year 10 gives them scope to practice
what they have learnt and apply their learning away from the classroom.
After half term, learners will be continuing to practice their skills and knowledge in Component 1 in preparation for their assessment. Therefore, it is important that any homework set for Year 10 over half term is completed to the best of their ability to enhance the
learning they have already been completing in class, and therefore bring them closer to
their target grades in the assessment.
English staff are also recommending that Year 10 obtain lever arch files to store their exercise books, set texts and anthologies, which will carry them through until the end of
Year 11. A file can be purchased independently and brought into school, or alternatively,
one can be purchased from the English staff base for only £2.50.

Year 11
Welcome to the final stretch, Year 11!
This half term, Year 11 have spent this half term
consolidating their knowledge of the Language
Component 2 exam paper. Pupils have explored
a wide range of non-fiction texts including: articles, formal letters, informal letters, reports, reviews and speeches. This has followed on
seamlessly from their exceptional work on their
Spoken Language presentation at the end of last
year.
Year 11 have been exploring a range of different topics such as the climate crisis, tourism and reducing waste. From Greta Thunberg’s moving speech to the United Nations
only last month to opinion pieces about the great city of Liverpool, not a stone’s throw
away, Year 11 have explored a huge variety of opinions and issues and are now looking
to inspire their own writing.
Year 11 will have mocks during the week commencing Monday 18 th November, which will
cover English Language: Component 1, and English Language: Component 2. Therefore,
it is vital that pupils are revising over the key skills needed to achieve their English Language target grades.
The hard work is only just beginning now, though, as lessons begin to focus on revision
of topics studied in Year 10. Many classes are undertaking “Anthology Friday” in their
English lessons where they are studying the 18 poems for the Literature exam. A perfect
tool for revision is creating flash cards for each of the poems which pupils can use to test
themselves and each other on key themes, quotes and notes! After the Christmas Holidays, Year 11 will be revising their Literature texts so it is a perfect time to be rereading
the novel!

Of course, the English staff are on hand to support pupils, including during the timetabled
revision sessions overleaf.

Revision and Extra-Curricular in English
Tuesdays - 3.15 - 4.00pm

Date

17.09.19
25.09.19
01.10.19
08.10.19
15.10.19

22.10.19

GCSE Literature
Skills Sessions
(Years 10 & 11)
En4&5/Main Hall
Macbeth – plot

GCSE Language
Skills Sessions
(Years 10 & 11)
En7
Word classes

Anthology - London
An Inspector
Calls - plot
A Christmas Carol - plot
Macbeth – Macbeth
Anthology – The
Prelude

Commas

A Christmas Carol - Scrooge
Macbeth – Lady
Macbeth

Dashes

Apostrophe rules
Past, present, future tense
Reported and direct speech rules
Conjunctions

Half term
05.11.19
12.11.19
19.11.19
26.11.19
03.12.19
10.12.19

Anthology – Ozymandias
An Inspector
Calls – Inspector
Goole
A Christmas Carol –The Ghost of
Christmas Past
Macbeth - Macduff

Determiners
Ellipsis, question
marks, exclamations
Colons and semi
colons
Common homophone errors

Y11 Literature Skills
Sessions – Advanced
Learners
(En10)
With Mr Williams every
Tuesday from 3.15pm
Drama
(Drama Studio)
Y11 Skills Sessions –
Every other Monday
from 3.15pm with Miss
Jones
Production Rehearsals
– Every Tues and Weds
from 3.15pm with Miss
Jones
Y7&8 First News Club
(En9)
Tuesday lunchtimes with
Miss Warrington and
Miss Blackwell
Reading Club
(En11)
All years welcome
Tuesday lunchtimes with
Mrs Allum

Paragraphing TIPTOP

Christmas break

All sessions will finish early or be re-arranged in the event of Parents’ Evenings,
Staff training or other commitments

Drama (Drama Studio)
Rehearsals have begun for this year’s production: Alice in Wonderland! Pupils are rehearsing every Tuesday and Wednesday in the Drama Studio with Miss Jones after
school. Get in touch if you would like to be involved. Break a leg, all!
Year 7 and 8 First News Club (Eng 9)
Come along and:

engage in debate about current affairs;

learn more about the world around you;

make new, like-minded friends!
Pupils should bring their lunch with them to English 9 on Tuesday lunchtimes if they
would like to join in.
Reading Club (Eng 11)
All year groups are welcome to join Mrs Allum in English 11 for Reading Club. Whether
you would like to read your own page-turner quietly, get some support with reading, or
chat about books and find the one for you, Reading Club is the place to be! Why not use
it as an opportunity to boost your Woodchurch 1000 score?

On Thursday 3rd October, the nation celebrated National Poetry Day, and Woodchurch
High School was no exception!
In collaboration with Black History Month, pupils across all Key Stages took the opportunity to explore the dynamic and beautiful poetry of Maya Angelou and her poem ‘Still,
I Rise.’ Angelou responds to those who have slated and slammed her because of her
race with a powerful and poignant poem about rising above those who try to hold us
down.
The English corridor was a celebration of poetry, with
teachers’ poems decorating their classroom doors.
Why not ask your English teacher for their favourite poem? They’d be delighted to discuss it with you!

Year 7
This half-term Year 7 have started with their introduction to Performing Arts! Pupils have loved learning all
about the world of William Shakespeare and experimenting with key moments from one of his most famous plays, Romeo and Juliet! Year 7 have worked
incredibly hard developing their confidence and key
drama skills, including still image, narration and mime.
A big Well Done to pupils in 7XS who performed Act 1
Scene 1 of the play with complete focus and engagement!
Year 9
This half term Year 9 been experimenting with the devising process. Pupils have focused on using the new
skills they have developed since September to bring
together a whole class performance. Their first Learning Programme has focused on Crime and Punishment, as pupils played a range of different characters,
including prisoners, victims and police guards. Year 9
have focused heavily on developing their characterisation, even spending five minutes sat inside a taped out
square, in silence, to reflect on what life would be like
in a prison cell. This really inspired pupils to consider
how their characters might behave as a result of their
situation.
Year 10

Year 10 have made a fantastic start back to their
GCSE and have loved learning about the purpose of
theatre. Exploring practitioners including Stanislavski,
Brecht, Berkoff, Boal and Artaud, pupils have experimented with different styles of theatre, something that
has really challenged them to develop their acting and
devising. Pupils have responded incredibly well to all
tasks and have produced some excellent, terrifying,
moving and thought-provoking performances. Well
Done Year 10- Miss Jones can’t wait to see what you
surprise her with next!

Year 11
Year 11 are currently finalising their devised portfolio for Component 1 of their
GCSE, after their successful practical
performances earlier this half-term. Pupils were given the stimulus of War and
Conflict and explored different texts, videos and some poetry when creating their
own work.
Pupils continue to attend additional classes each week to support with their rehearsal and refinement and they are very
much looking forward to their hard work
paying off when they submit their final
portfolios next week!
Good Luck, Year 11!
Les Misérables
On Wednesday 16th October Miss Jones
and Miss Edwards took Year 10 and
Year 11 pupils to The Liverpool Empire
Theatre to watch Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables. Pupils were in awe of the actors, set, costume and singing and can’t
wait to write about the piece in their theatre reviews.
Miss Jones and Miss Edwards would like
to congratulate all pupils that went on the
trip for their impeccable behaviour and
engagement.
Well done!

This academic year, pupils have been set a challenge to read 10 books independently.
Already, many pupils are rising to this challenge and we are well on our way to smashing our whole school target of 1000 books!








Reading is a guaranteed way to ensure success at GCSE and beyond. Children
who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher
results in Maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read
less regularly.
In England and Northern Ireland the median hourly wage of workers with the highest levels of literacy is 94% higher than for workers who have the lowest levels of
literacy.
Research shows that reading for pleasure can reduce the symptoms of depression, build empathy and help us build relationships with others.
Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational success than their socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).
There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for
pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in
Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

We have until the end of the year to reach our target of 1000 so keep reading! Remember to speak to your English teacher or your form tutor about getting yourself a book to
read. There’s no such thing as someone who doesn’t like reading, only people who
haven’t found the right book yet!

GCSE Business Studies Revision sessions for Year 11
Thursdays 3.15-4.15pm and
Fridays 8-8.35am

GCSE- Year 11 revision is available every Thursday lunch time and after school
in Hum 5
In Geography Year 7 are completing a new unit looking at Map skills. They have studied Compass directions, grid references and measuring distance
Year 8 pupils have been studying at Ecosystems. In this unit pupils have looked
at the different types of Biome and how animals and plants have adapted to the different environments.
Year 9 have completed Tectonic hazards and are about do their first GCSE exam.
Learners have looked at Volcanoes the cause’s effects and responses. They have also
had to justify why people live next to volcanoes.
Year 10 are looking at Urban issues of Rio and LIC and comparing them to Liverpool. If learners could get out and about in Liverpool to look at why it is an important
city and how it has changed over the last 5 years.
Year 11 have been revising the natural hazards unit from paper 1. Learners are
reminded to be revising both paper 1 and paper 2 content for the mock exams in November.
Revision materials are provided at Saturday College and the green revision guides.

Mrs Murphy has started up THUNKS club again this academic year. The
club, which focuses on looking at big questions, runs every Tuesday
lunchtime in Humanities 9. All pupils in Years 8 and 9 are welcome.
Mrs Keegan and Mrs Wilton are holding a session each Tuesday lunchtime for pupils
who want to aim to achieve a grade 8 or 9 in RS. This was very successful last academic year and any Year 11 pupils are welcome to attend.
On Wednesday 16th October, Miss Devlin organised a guest speaker from the Christian Organisation 'Open Doors' to come in and speak to our Year 11 pupils about Christian persecution throughout the world and how Open Doors works to help those who
are suffering at the hands of persecutes. As well as being a thought provoking session
it also gave pupils some great information to use in their RS GCSE exam.

Year 11
For Year 11 pupils, preparations for their GCSE exams are well underway, with the Development of the USA, 1929 – 2000 unit being the focus for revision sessions throughout the first half term of the academic year. After the half term break, they will be completing their Trial Exam on The Development of the USA, 1929 - 2000 and Elizabethan
England 1558 – 1603, before moving on to revise the Health and Medicine Through
Time unit.
Important dates –
Trial Exam

The Development of the USA, 1929 - 2000 and Elizabethan England 1558 – 1603
Monday 2nd December (am) 2019
GCSE Exams

Paper 1 – Germany 1919 - 1939 and Elizabethan England 1558 – 1603
Monday 1st June (am) 2020

Paper 2 - Health and Medicine Through Time and the Development of the USA,
1929 - 2000
Thursday 4th June (pm) 2020

There is a big emphasis on Year 11 pupils carrying out independent revision and pupils
need to take advantage of the revision classes being offered in History on Thursday after school. Year 11 support at home: can you give some help with the Learning Homework tasks by testing once the information has been learnt?
Don’t forget to take advantage of Saturday College to get on with some independent
revision.
Current and upcoming topics: all years
Year 7 pupils will soon be completing their unit on Historical Skills and will be
moving on to study different aspects of life in the Middle Ages (including the events of
1066!)
Year 8 pupils will soon be moving on from their Medicine topic to look at how life
in Britain has changed from the 14th to the 21st century, including changes brought
about by the industrial revolution.
Year 9 pupils will be continuing their Health and Medicine Through Time unit,
looking at how attempts to treat illness and disease have changed over the last 1,000
years and how medical knowledge has developed over that period of time.
Year 10 pupils are continuing their study of the Elizabethan Age 1558 – 1603, focusing on the lifestyles of the rich and poor and Elizabethan Entertainment.

Fun Fact!
Did you know - when forks were first introduced in Italy in the 11th century, religious
leaders were very alarmed and claimed that they were like artificial hands and using
them was an offence to God!

Celebrating Success within Maths

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Georgina Allen
Niamh Axtell
Samantha Bennett
Alissa-Romany
Calveley
Eve Casey
Molly Francis
Megan Fox
Samuel Hughes
Ben Peczec
Freya Petrie
Bethany
Robinson
Chloe Ryan
Sulaiman Syed
Jack Taylor
Alicia Threlfall
Robyn Voice
Frankie Williams
Lauren Williams
Emily Wilson

Zoe Arnold
Dahla Cavanagh
Amber
Fergusson
Daniel Ferris
Jodie Fixter
Sam Johnstone
Hayley Lane
Charlie Kewley
Mia King
Maisey-Leigh
Malley
Max MarsdenHallwood
Ava O’Brien
Maire Selby
Fletcher Smith
James Smith
Kimberley Williams

Rachel Bachelor
Alicia Barlow
Hannah Beasley
Alfie Chesters
Jairus Dalis
Sam Davies
Georgia Davey
Ben Foran
Luca Ford
Sam Green
Megan Harding
Macey Kane
Joshua Lowry
Hannah Martin
Megan Sprakes

Year 10

Year 11

Layton Abbott
Leah Beggs
Mollie–Mae
James Ford
Bates
Lewis Fryer
Gemma Black
Latoya Hinchliffe
Jessica Charlton Aleshia Layfield
Lewis Codrington
Hannah
Mollie Derbyshire
McFarlane
Jessica Ellis
Carleigh Reid
Keira Elston
William Savage
Olivia Hogan
Joel Sharpe
George Hughes
Aimee Smith
Joseph Jenkins
Thomas Smith
Kaitlyn Mylett
Chloe Stewart
Tao Oberholzer
Dylan WalkerRosa Perros
Evans
Nikos Petrou
Ellie Walsh
Blake Powell
Dean Weekes
Maddox Rainbow
Jack Wilson

Homework Club
Maths homework club will begin on Wednesday
6th November and will continue every Wednesday to support learners that wish to have support
for their home study. This will be staffed by our
Support Staff in the Maths Pod. The club will finish each week at 4pm and all learners are welcome.

Year 7 Speaking Exams
Year 7 have recently completed their first speaking exam in MFL. Pupils answered a
range of questions in the target language about themselves. Pupils showed great endurance and commitment to their learning. Thank you for all of your hard work so far!
¡Felicidades, félicitations Year 7!
Year 11 Trial Exams

Year 11 pupils will soon be taking their trial exams in speaking, writing, reading and listening. There is a range of support available afterschool for French and Spanish. MFL
revision is with pupil’s class teachers on Friday afterschool. Revision guides also are
available to order from the MFL staff base.
At home, pupils should be revising their General Conversation questions, ‘Hub Phrases’
and ‘Booster Verbs’. They can also use online websites such as DuoLingo, Memrise and
Quizlet to revise vocabulary. Practice exam questions are also available on BBC Bitesize.
¡Buena suerte! Bonne chance!
MFL Homework Club
Are you in Year 7 and 8? Do you need help with vocabulary learning? Do you want fun,
new techniques to improve your vocabulary scores? See Miss Parkinson in MFL 1 on a
Wednesday lunchtime.

World Languages Day
Thursday 26th September
was ‘World Languages
Day’. This is a day which
is celebrated globally to
promote the benefits of
learning another language
and the doors it can open!
During form time, pupils
discussed the opportunities that speaking another
language can bring, such
as future jobs and cultural
opportunities.

Linguists of the Month
The following students have been nominated by their class teachers for showing outstanding
work in MFL. Thank you for your service and endurance!
Year 7
Ty
George
Luis
Aaran
Mariama
Carmella
Ruby
Gabriel

Year 8

Chapman
Cole
Coogan
Graham-Comber
Jawara
Kennedy
Morrison
Nabong

Spanish
Spanish
French
Spanish
French
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish

Year 9
Kaitlyn
John
Lexie
Alex
Jacob
Faye
Tyler

Bennett
Casey
Caulfield
Harper
Hill
Ryan
Williamson

Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
French
Spanish
French

Year 11
Eli

Brideson

Spanish

Ryan

Hadden

French

Jacob
Melissa

Ivers
Jones

Spanish
Spanish

Lilly

McIlwaine

Spanish

Alex

McLachlan

French

Sam

Moorhead

Spanish

Sam

Morrison

Spanish

Sam
Nickson
Zacharias O'Reilly

Spanish
Spanish

Alex
Ryan
Gabrielle Seddon

Spanish
French

Louise
Fox

Southall
French
Stevens-Clay French

Alex

Thomas

French

Ellie
Milli

Walsh
Wevill

Spanish
Spanish

Olivia
Lexie
Ava
Tia
Grace
Marli
Sam
Finley
Thomas
Ava
Daniel
Isabel
Matthew
Lucas

Arthur
Bordessa
Elkerton
Evans
Gateland
Holden
Jacobs
Jolley
Jones
O'Brien
Pritchard
Roe
Rylance
Smith

French
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
French
French
French
Spanish
French
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
French

Year 10

George
Kaci
Owen
Elle
Zak
Jessica
Lauren
Emily
Max
Dan
Tom
Rhiannon
Mitchell
Ella
Tao
Molly
Lucy
Callum

Bancroft
Bradford
Clinton
Devoy
Downey
Ellis
Houghton
Hughes
Hughes
Igoe
Kennedy
L Jones
McGinn
Natton
Oberholzer
Phillips
Wharton
Wilkinson

French
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
French
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
Spanish
French
Spanish
French
French
Spanish
Spanish

Woodchurch High School have been holding Netball tournaments throughout this first
half term, with more than 12 schools from across Wirral taking part each week. Pupils
have thoroughly enjoyed all of the games played and schools who have attended have
been really positive in their thanks and responses.

We would like to congratulate
Faye Caton for reaching the
finals of Britain’s Got Talent
‘The Champions’. Faye was
part of MerseyGirls, which
many of you may have watched
on the show. As a school we are
very proud to see one our pupils
excel within dance and perform
on such a huge setting. What a
fantastic achievement! Well done
Faye and the rest of
MerseyGirls.

Kendrick Moore (Year 11) recently represented Team England in the Loulé Cup,
an international competition for trampolining. Kendrick was placed fourth in the
individual competition and third in the
team competition. We would like to congratulate Kendrick on this fantastic sporting achievement.

I am delighted to be appointed as the ECO Coordinator of Woodchurch High School
and excited to support our wonderful ECO Committee’s visions, working with our ECO
Reps and witnessing our pupils’ contribution to make a difference in our community and
environment.
At present, we are aiming to increase our pupils’ commitment to eco awareness by developing and promoting a new ECO Awareness Rewards Scheme, that aims to provide
more recognition for demonstrating good citizenship. This includes encouraging our
pupils to take independent responsibility for disposing litter correctly and support cleaning of litter of their own accordance.
Marli (Yr 8) has expressed determination to support the wildlife and animals of our
community and actions taken includes Charlotte (Yr 8) designing a poster to remind our
pupils that food and drink is not to be permitted on the farm for the health and safety of
our animals and has distributed them across the School. Max (Yr 10) and Connor (Yr
11) are working very hard producing a presentation for our first ECO Reps assembly of
the new term! Koby (Yr 8) is eager to promote ECO Awareness and recognition for
good citizenship.

There will be a variety of upcoming events to raise environmental issues and provide
education of how we can all make a difference! This will include Bike2School Week,
litter pick ups in local community and a day dedicated to working with Liverpool City Council to
reduce the amount of air pollution in the Woodchurch area that will be officially known as ‘Let’s
Clear The Air Day!’
Some of the other plans brought up by myself
and the Committee includes an ECO Arts Club
and with Christmas approaching soon, could
there be a better time? There will be Monthly Art
Competitions and building of new additions to our
ECO Garden within our School Farm.
If you have any idea/suggestions to make a contribution to ECO Awareness across our School or
are aware of opportunities and events to get involved with, please collect a suggestions slip
form/complete and return to Miss L Hughes or
any member of the ECO Committee.
Miss L Hughes

Intent of our curriculum
The PSCHEE Curriculum seeks to provide your child with the knowledge, skills, and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe and to prepare them for life and
work in modern Britain. Here at Woodchurch we strive to ensure our pupils become confident and resilient young adults.
Our new Year 7 cohort have settled in well to their PSHCEE curriculum, they are keen,
inquisitive and enthusiastic learners.
The Curriculum followed this half term by Year 7 and 8 is as follows:
Autumn 2019 -2020

Year
7

Session 1:

Introduction to what PSHEE Education is and why it is important.

Identity and belonging.
Session 2:

What are ground rules and why they important during PSHCEE sessions.

Bullying: An introduction to 2019 Anti Bullying Campaign.

Types of Bullying.
When is it bullying?

Examine the scenarios.

Where to go to for help.
Session 3:
Specific analysis of cyber bullying.

What is it? How can it happen?

Is Cyberbullying a crime?

Stop. Block. Tell.
Session 4:

E safety.

How to stay safe online.

How to set a reliable password.

Examine SMART ways to stay safe
online.

Autumn 2019 -2020
Session 1:

Recap

Year
8

of what PSHCEE is and why it is important – link to public
health and wellbeing.

Christian values linked to British values.

British values linked to democracy.
Session 2:

Having discussed why (intent) of studying PSHCEE discuss the different topics necessary to lead to a healthier society (implementation
of topics).

Introduce how healthy/unhealthy Wirral is.

Discuss public the public health pledge.

Discuss the meaning of ‘avoidable death’.

Analyse the first pledge – why is smoking so bad?

Pupils to know the long-term effects of smoking.

Analyse impact.
Session 3:

Reminder of Public Heath pledge.

Analyse pledge 2 – dangers of alcohol.

What is risky behaviour?

How does consuming alcohol lead to ‘risky behaviour?’

Analyse impact.
Session 4:

Reminder of public health pledge.

Analyse pledge 3 – Healthy diet.

What is obesity? Why is it dangerous.

Healthy eating/benefits of exercise.

How do we implement our Curriculum?
Here at Woodchurch we seek to offer our pupils a curriculum for life. There is strong evidence to suggest that good PSCHEE teaching will improve our pupils physical and emotional health, it will develop character, resilience, academic attainment and employment
prospects, with the greatest benefits experienced by the most disadvantaged pupils.
Our Curriculum includes all current government recommendations Emotional Wellbeing,
Sex and Relationship Education, Economic wellbeing, Personal Health and Drug Education, however alongside this we listen to our pupils. They regularly evaluate and review
the Curriculum to ensure that the topics are relevant to our pupils and that all pupils can
access the learning successfully.

What Impact do we hope to achieve?
PSHCEE Education allows our pupils to excel by removing barriers, supporting their well
-being and helping them to develop skills and attributes such as confidence and positive
risk taking. PSCHEE Education helps to develop skills and aptitudes such as teamwork,
communication and resilience all of which are crucial to navigating the challenges and
opportunities of our modern world.

Woodchurch High School supports a number of local and national charities as an outworking of our Christian Vision, Values and Ethos which is ‘Let your light shine before
others that they may see your good deeds, and glorify our Father which is in heaven.
(Matthew 5:16)

We are launching this year’s charitable giving by contributing
towards hampers which will be distributed at Christmas by CAP
(Christians Against Poverty) to clients all over the Wirral. CAP is
an advice and debt relief charity that are ‘passionate about releasing people from a life sentence of poverty, debt, unemployment and addiction’. The hampers which we will contribute towards will help to relieve the pressure and stress that many
families face around Christmas time.
Each form will be provided with a bag to fill between the 14th October and 11th November. CAP are asking for contributions of tinned food and dry goods, a list of
which can be found below. We’re asking that each pupil brings one item from the list below (or other appropriate items) to contribute to the form’s bag (NB. Please ensure anything you donate has a shelf life long enough to last beyond Christmas).
Tinned tomatoes, tinned sauces, spaghetti, biscuits, tinned beans, tinned soup, pasta,
tea, tinned tuna, tinned lentils, noodles, coffee, tinned peas, corned beef, jam, squash,
tinned mixed vegetables, tinned fruit, chocolate spread, multipack crisps.
Thank you for your support and generosity, we are committed to living out the values
that are promoted in school and supporting our community and the wider world. Your
donations will help us do this.
We have supported Wirral CAP’s Christmas hampers for a number of years now and
they are delighted and incredibly grateful for our support again this year. They are highly
dependent on our donations in order to put together this gift for their clients and wanted
us to send their thanks to you all.

Young Farmers after school club has been really popular this term and the children have
been happy to get their hands dirty and get fully involved with looking after the farm animals.

In their first week on the farm the children learn about farm Health & Safety and Animal
Welfare – but from week 2 they get hands-on with the animals. Lily, Megan, Samantha
and Jennifer (Year 7) have a break after feeding the school’s rare breed North
Ronaldsay sheep.
The girls then get busy brushing and cleaning
out the sheep shelters – not an easy task
when the sheep like to keep getting in the way.
The wheelbarrows are heavy and it’s quite a
walk to the compost area where the girls will
have to shovel the dirty bedding onto the compost heap! But they are still smiling.

In the meantime, Jacob (Year 7) gathers the hens together ready to lock away for the night. Here Jacob is
checking that the hen waters are clean and their food
and grit is topped up.
Mr Cockerellio, the farm’s Cockerel, checks to make
sure Jacob is doing his job correctly!

In another paddock the school’s Kune Kune
Pigs get a good scratch while they eat their
dinner. In the photo Year 7 Young Farmers:
Jacob, Megan, Tara, Hannah, Isabelle, Megan and Lewis help out with the pigs. The
pigs love to be scratched and groomed but
it’s also a great way to carry out a health
check on the pigs while they are occupied
eating. As well as feeding the pigs the children change waters and top up the pigs
bedding ready for a good night sleep.

Year 8 Young Farmers: Ellie, Faith and Faye feed
the alpacas before getting down to mucking out
their shelter.

Young Farmers Club enables the children to gain
hands-on access to the farm animals, which is
good fun but they also learn the reality and responsibility of keeping animals. The children also develop a range of skills when working with the animals,
in particular Teamwork and Communication Skills.
Taking part in Young Farmers Club helps the children to decide if a career in animal care is for them,
which in turn helps them make an informed decision when choosing their options in Year 8.

Interesting Farm Fact
One mature ewe (female sheep) produces 7 to 10 pounds of newly shorn wool a year –
enough to make a man's suit.

Friday 25th October 2019

Staff Development Day
(pupils not in school)

Monday 28th October –
Friday 1st November 2019

Half Term

Monday 4th November 2019

All pupils return to school

Thursday 7th November 2019

Y11 Reports Issued/Expectations Evening

Monday 11th November 2019

PTA Meeting—6.30 pm

Wednesday 20th November 2019

Year 11 Trial Exams Begin

Monday 9th December 2019

PTA Meeting

Thursday 5th December 2019

Farm Christmas Fair

Tuesday 10th December 2019
Wednesday 11th December 2019
Thursday 12th December 2019

Drama Production
Drama Production
Drama Production

Wednesday 11th December 2019

Y9 Reports Issues/Parents’ Evening

Thursday 19th December 2019

Christmas Assemblies

Friday 20th December 2019

School closes for Christmas Break

Monday 23rd December 2019 Friday 3rd January 2020

Christmas Break

Monday 6th January 2020

All pupils return to school

