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“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

John 16:33

My thanks to Mr Canham, Mrs O’Sullivan and the
Transition Team for facilitating a very thorough
transition programme for our new Year 7, culminating in Induction Day on Wednesday 10th July.
Pupils took part in lessons and enjoyed making
new friends as they familiarised themselves with
their new surroundings.

The evening session was well supported by parents/carers and during the evening there was an
opportunity to hear about PTA, Curriculum Evenings and our values and expectations at Woodchurch High School. Both pupils and parents/
carers expressed the fact that they were looking
forward to September and the beginning of their
secondary school career.
As we end another successful year I would like to
thank our pupils, parents/carers, staff and Governors for their hard work and support in continuing
to make Woodchurch High School such a vibrant
and caring school.
On behalf of staff and Governors at Woodchurch
High School I wish you all a relaxing summer and
we look forward to welcoming our pupils back on
Tuesday 3rd September 2019, rested and
ready for another year.

Archbishop of York Young Leaders Award Ceremony
The Archbishop of York Young Leaders Award Ceremony took place on 9 th July 2019
with over 220 pupils from Woodchurch High School receiving one of the three leadership
strands and over 20 pupils from Woodchurch C of E Primary School also receiving the
KS2 award.
It was a wonderful event that celebrated the outstanding contribution pupils have made
to their community. Ms Chris Allen BEM (Founder of Forum Housing) and Councillor Tony Smith (Mayor of Wirral) awarded the certificates and badges and spoke passionately
about ‘Faith in Action’. Ms Allen spoke of how incredible it is to see so many young people volunteering their time to challenge themselves and develop leadership traits that will
see their character develop.
Ms Phillips thanked all involved in the award including pupils, parents and carers, but
encouraged our young people to continue being the difference you want to see.
Congratulations and well done Year 8.

We said farewell to Year 11 in the Leavers’ Assembly on 27th June. Pupils received awards
across all subject areas along with our Christian Values honours, presented by Dr T Baxter, Vice Chair of Governors. The pupils enjoyed listening to Miss Coombs and Miss
Hughes reminiscing and speak proudly of their
year group over the last 5 years.
Prefects, Senior Prefects, Head Girl, Head Boy
and their teams were all congratulated and
praised for their service to the school.
We would like to offer our best wishes to all of
our Year 11 pupils who are leaving us this year
and hope they enjoy a bright and successful
future. We were delighted to see so many parents join us on this occasion

Prom
We all enjoyed a very special evening on
Thursday 4th July at Leasowe Castle to celebrate the Prom.
Once again the pupils didn’t disappoint. The
girls looked resplendent in their beautiful dresses, while the boys, as ever, looked extremely
handsome. Their behaviour and conduct was
very good as they danced the evening away
and spent one last evening together to celebrate their hard work and journey through
Woodchurch High School.

We are proud of the young adults
that they have become.

Year 7 Trip to Liverpool John Moores University
Sixty pupils from Year 7 visited Liverpool John
Moores University on the 5th June to experience what
it’s like to use DELL technology. Pupils had tasks to
complete that included making their own solar powered racing car and producing a presentation on topics such as mental health and personal security. The
winning group have been entered into a draw to win
DELL laptops.

Mr Stead wants to say “Well Done” to all the pupils
involved, especially the winning group who presented
on a theme around personal security.

Year 8 and Year 19 Visit Liverpool John Moores University
As part of our commitment to be aspirational for our pupils,
Year 9 and 10 pupils were invited to attend a fully funded
university experience day this term, held at Liverpool John
Moores University.
In partnership with the ‘Shaping Futures’ team (combined
universities in Liverpool) these pupils have commenced a
five year programme to ease their journey into university.
The course will enable them to experience first-hand the opportunities available to them in education to degree level;
building on their wisdom and endurance values.

In June, Jazmin Dickinson, Emma Pue and Leah Pitt
(Year 10) represented the School at the National
School Farm Awards held at the Royal Agricultural
University in Cirencester. There are 126 School
Farms in the UK and the Woodchurch High School
Farm did pretty well for prizes, including:
2nd Prize Jazmin Dickinson (story below)
‘Student Farmer of the Year Award’
1st Prize ‘The Environmental Impact Award’
2nd Prize ‘The Community Impact Award’
And our school farm was voted

School Farm of the Year 2019

Jazmin Dickinson is presently studying for her
Level 2 BTEC Animal Care. In order to practise
her animal handling skills Jazmin has volunteered after school on the farm for the past three
years. After school, Jasmin changes into her
overalls and gets started with feeding and cleaning duties - she even enjoys poo picking the paddocks! Her commitment is especially evident
when she turns up in rain, hail, sleet and snow.
Jazmin is resilient and completely dependable - a
true farmer! Jazmin has also represented the
school at four agricultural shows in the sheep
handling competitions. As well as winning 2nd
prize in the National Young Farmer of the Year
Awards Jazmin has also been awarded the
school's William Atkins Award for Excellence in
Animal Practice. Well done Jazmin.

Woodchurch High School Sheep Handling Team 2019
Royal Cheshire Show

Chloe Heenan (Yr9) Adam Johnson (Yr9) Calium Wilkinson (Yr9) Hannah
Hughes (Yr9) Emma Pue (Yr 10) Jazmin Dickinson (Yr10) Josh Rodaway (Yr9)
The Sheep Handling Team were very successful at the Royal Cheshire Show winning
the following prizes:
1st Prize Ewe with Lamb at Foot / Handler = Callum Wilkinson
2nd Prize Ewe with Lamb at Foot / Handler = Jazmin Dickinson
3rd Prize Ewe with Lamb at Foot / Handler = Emma Pue
1st Prize Mature Ewe Class / Handler = Adam
2nd Prize Mature Ewe Class / Handler = Josh Rodaway
4th Prize Mature Ewe Class / Handler = Hannah
1st Prize Shearling Lamb / Handler = Chloe Heenan
Champion North Ronaldsey Sheep / Handler = Chloe Heenan
Winner of the Malthouse Trophy
Young Sheep Handlers Competition
3rd Prize Jazmin Dickinson
4th Prize Chloe Heenan
The Sheep Handling Team also represented the Rare Breed Survival Trust
by holding a stall in the RBST marquee. The Team spoke to the general
public about the work of the RBST and
how the school supports rare breeds
by breeding North Ronaldsay sheep.
The Team received many compliments
from the public for their enthusiasm for
promoting rare breeds.

Despite the weather forecast predicting rain, the annual
Summer Farm Fete took place on Saturday 15th June as
planned. The weather predictions did not hold and the day
was largely dry and well attended by members of the local
community and parents and pupils of the school. An enjoyable afternoon was had by all and over £2,200 was raised,
which will be donated back to the school to purchase
learning materials and much needed equipment for various
departments. The PTA (who organised the Fair) would like
to thank everybody who was involved and those who attended the event for their valuable support.
Thank you also to everybody who enrolled in this year’s 100 Club. Details of recent 100
Club Draws are as follows. June Winners: 1st Prize No 10 Paula Robert & 2nd Prize No
55 Lorraine Flynn. May Winners: 1st Prize No 65 Lyndsay Kennedy & 2nd Prize No 58
Andrea Millet. April Winners: 1st Prize No 31 David Hopwood & 2nd Prize No 28 Ms
Phillips (prize donated back to PTA funds). Congratulations to you ALL.
The PTA are in need of continued support so if you have time to get involved please
contact Steve Roper via woodchurchptasecretary@gmail.com. Please Help the PTA to
Help YOUR School.

Year 9 Social Skills Group
We took our Y9 Social Skills Group out to New
Brighton as a reward for all their hard work and
commitment during the year. We travelled to
New Brighton using public transport to practice
independent travel skills. We had a walk along
New Brighton front to Vale Park and then we
went to the Light Cinema to watch SpiderMan. All pupils were excellent and it was a lovely
end to our sessions!

The Art Department have recently held their annual Primary Arts Festival. During this week long
event, workshops with a number of local Primary
feeder schools took place. All work completed will
be exhibited at the Williamson Art Gallery at Christmas.
Workshops were attended by pupils from Fender
Primary, Overchurch Juniors, Woodchurch C of E
Primary, Prenton Primary, Townfield and St Michael & All Angels.
During the workshops the pupils used the artist Jean-Michel Basquiat as inspiration. The
work is also a response to Woodchurch High School’s Christian Values and the individual values of the primary schools involved.
Pupils created their own personalised response to the artist. The final pieces feature
their portrait and a mixture of mixed media printing techniques. The exhibition will also
feature current work from pupils in all year groups.
Photography Trip to Wepre Park
Earlier in the summer term Mrs Simpson’s Year 9 Photography class visited Wepre Park,
Connahs Quay. The objective of the day was for the pupils to take a range of ‘Macro’
shots that included both surface texture and pattern in the natural environment. We
walked as a group through the park stopping periodically at interesting sites, including
the waterfall, river, board walk etc. We hit it lucky with the weather and some of the pupils’ photos were beautiful, some pupils took in excess of 200 photos on the day. We
stopped and ate our packed lunches at the castle where the pupils could explore before
we set off again back on our trek around the park.
On return to the classroom the pupils had already been looking at a Photographer called
Laura Zalenga, who makes kaleidoscopic images from her photos. The pupils have been
learning how to do this in Photoshop and below is one of their mesmerising images.

Year 7
Year 7 have had successful end to the academic year in
English. Coming to a new school and adapting to a new
school day and structure can be very daunting. They
have enjoyed studying the theme of conflict, including:
the different types of conflict we may experience in life;
why conflict occurs; and what solutions might be viable
in various situations. Specifically, pupils have been studying the poet Simon Armitage and a selection of his poems in regard to the theme of conflict.
Simon Armitage is one of the poets that pupils will study
at GCSE. He is a professor of poetry at the University of
Leeds as well as taking on a role as a part-time professor at Oxford University. In addition to this, on 10th May
2019, it was announced that he will be our next Poet
Laureate, which is a very exciting prospect! It has been
exciting to see pupils so engaged with the challenge of
poetry!
In addition to this, pupils have been completing their
study of Romeo and Juliet, arguably Shakespeare's
most famous play and certainly the greatest love
story ever told! Pupils have enjoyed exploring
themes such as forbidden love, parent-child relationships and the dangers of deception.
Alongside their studies, many of our pupils have
taken up extra-curricular opportunities such as: First
News Club, Creative Writing Club and Film Club. It
is pleasing to see so many pupils choosing to enrich
their learning with the wide range of opportunities
available to them within the English department.
Well done, Year 7!
In preparation for Year 8, pupils have been set some revision and independent learning
tasks for over the summer break. These have been designed to solidify knowledge from
Year 7 and to introduce the Year 8 topics.

Year 8
This half term, Year 8 have continued to explore the theme of 'Conflict and Class' with a
focus on reading the play Blood Brothers by
Willy Russell and also developing non-fiction
reading and writing skills.
Year 8 have looked in detail at the context
surrounding the play, looking at life in Liverpool and the wider North-West during the
late 20th century which has been very engaging and exciting for pupils. History is always more fun when it is on our doorstep!
Pupils have finished reading the play
Blood Brothers and have shown confidence when reading out loud in class,
taking on the roles of different characters. Pupils are able to talk in detail
about the plays themes, characters
and plot and have gained an understanding of social class. Pupils have
used their knowledge of Blood Brothers to practise their non-fiction writing
skills and create newspaper articles
about crime in Liverpool. Pupils have
also focused on writing a review for the play, most of which were very positive!
Pupils have also explored a range of non-fiction texts and demonstrated their understanding of SPEARFACTOR and PAFT, they have approached this with confidence
and enthusiasm. Year 8 have shown a real interest for this topic and demonstrated high
levels of endurance when trying to analyse how the writer persuades us in extracts.
Pupils tackled their summer assessment in a positive and hardworking manner, taking
the opportunity to demonstrate in exam conditions, all of their amazing learning from
this year. Year 8 are fully prepared for their GCSE courses starting next year, and are
ready to take the leap into studying A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens and Macbeth by William Shakespeare. A challenge lies ahead, but the foundations are sturdy!

GCSE texts are available to buy from the English staff
Well done Year 8!
In preparation for Year 9 (and GCSE!) pupils have been set some revision and independent learning tasks for over the summer break. These have been designed to solidify knowledge from Year 8 and to introduce the Year 9 topics.

Year 9
This term, Year 9 have been working hard to study William Shakespeare’s Macbeth. As well as reading and
annotating the play itself, pupils have been watching
and making notes on multiple productions of the play.
This helps pupils understand how the play was performed and interpreted, thus helping them understand
the mind of Shakespeare himself!
Pupils in Year 9 have been diligently preparing for and
carrying out a series of extract question assessments,
where they are given a section of the play and asked
to interpret characters and themes from this extract.
The effort pupils have been putting into preparing for these assessments has been admirable, and this shows in their marks. Pupils are also currently preparing for and delivering speeches to argue their opinions on an aspect of Macbeth, such as whether Lady
Macbeth can be considered a good wife, and deciding who is to blame for the tragedy.
With a focus on the theme of the supernatural in Macbeth, pupils have also been researching and learning about the implications of the Jacobean context, particularly
James I’s fear of witches and demons. Pupils were particularly interested in the issues
surrounding women who were punished for witchcraft, but who were most likely completely innocent.
Many pupils have found it hugely beneficial to not only
have their own copies of the play, but also to purchase a
Macbeth revision guide to help with their understanding
and analysis of the play. These can be purchased from
the English department at Woodchurch High School for
only £2.85.
In September, Year 9 pupils will be entering Year 10 and
will be preparing even more vigorously for their GCSEs.
The support provided by parents for pupils next year will
be invaluable, and any assistance that can be provided
with studies will benefit pupils in their exams.
In preparation for Year 10, pupils have been set some revision and independent learning tasks for over the summer break. These have been designed to solidify
knowledge from Year 9 and to introduce the Year 10 topics.

Year 10
This half term, Year 10 have completed their
final mock of the year on Literature Component 2. This is widely regarded as the heftiest English exam: two and a half hours long;
two full length texts in An Inspector Calls and
A Christmas Carol; and dealing with two poems that pupils have never seen before. It is
safe to say that success in this exam relies
heavily on preparation.
In lessons, pupils have been revising over
the texts they studied in Year 9 (An Inspector
Calls and A Christmas Carol) and it is clear
to see that pupils were well-prepared last
year. This year, focus has been on looking at
key characters and themes in line with possible exam questions that could be set by the
exam board. Pupils have also worked to focus on their essay writing technique. It’s
been a full-on term for Year 10 but, as always, the majority of pupils have taken this
in their stride and have produced some excellent work under tricky exam conditions.
Well done, Year 10!

Taking us to the end of the year, Year 10 are now writing and delivering speeches to their
classes in line with the English Language qualification demands. The English corridor has
been buzzing with ideas from pupils, with many of them taking on very challenging topics
to research and present. Speaking to a whole class is a very daunting experience, but
English staff are so proud and inspired by the resilience and endurance that pupils have
shown in their lessons, particularly at this late stage in the year.
Some topics pupils have chosen are:












The pay gap between men and women in sport. (In spirit of the 2019 Womens’
World Cup!)
The representation of women in popular culture.
The stigmatism surrounding mental health and what should be done about this.
Should assisted dying be legalised in the UK?
Should men do more to support feminist issues?
Is it ever right to go to war?
Issues surrounding the treatment of animals
The positive and/or negative influences of social media on society
Why feminism should do more to be inclusive of men
Why PSCHEE should be more inclusive of LGBT+ people
The effects of single use plastics on our planet

This is absolutely not an exhaustive list of the many fantastic and insightful topics that
Year 10 have chosen to research and present.
The English department are exceptionally proud of you!

Year 10 have also started early in regard to revision in preparation for the final exams
(which are drawing ever closer!) Miss Barney has been running revision sessions for the
Anthology Poetry every Tuesday after school and some star pupils have really taken advantage of this. A special mention must go to the below pupils who have attended every
session which began in April. An enormous thank you to all for your hard work and dedication at this crucial stage.









Owen Duckers
Aimee Smith
Melissa Jones
Hannah Robertson
Jack Highe
Jacob Kirkham
Alexander Naylor
Ben Naylor

To the rest of Year 10, your final exams are fast approaching. It is not too late to join us
on a Tuesday after school in preparation for September when the real hard work begins!
On a similar note, in preparation for Year 11 (the final year!), pupils have been set some
revision and independent learning tasks for over the summer break. These have been
designed to solidify knowledge from Year 10 and to introduce the Year 11 topics.
Year 11

We knew Year 11 would fly over, but we didn’t
think it would fly so fast! Many congratulations
to the Class of 2019 who, after years of hard
work and dedication, completed four English
exams to celebrate their English studies. It
was a gruelling few weeks over the exam season, with alterations to timetables and a bombardment of revision sessions but, as ever,
the majority of Year 11 grinned and bared it
throughout and as a result, were happy with
the papers they were given.
We have learned so much from our key texts: responsibility, thankfulness, redemption,
kindness, compassion, resilience and we hope that pupils will carry these messages in
their hearts for a very long time.
The English staff would like to thank those pupils in Year 11 who demonstrated dedication and hard work and we wish them all the very best for the future, whatever it may
hold!
Congratulations to the Class of 2019!

This academic year, pupils have been set a challenge to read 10 books independently.
Already, many pupils are rising to this challenge and we are well on our way to smashing our whole school target of 1000 books!
Of course, there were individual prizes as well. At the end of the Spring term, we celebrated the reading successes across the year groups in assemblies and will be taking a
trip to a local coffee shop where pupils will be treated to a hot drink and a chance to
wind down after a difficult two terms by having quiet reading time. Ms Calder and Miss
Edwards will be accompanying the pupils and are looking forward to celebrating with
the pupils.
We are very excited to announce the winners of the 2019 Woodchurch 1000 Challenge,
and this will be announced in September. So, there is still absolutely loads of time to
squeeze in another book before the end of term to give your form a boost! Who will
sweep up the places on the next trip for the most books read? Which form in your year
group will seize the title trophy? And, most importantly, who will be the top reader in the
school for the year? All to have to do to contribute is read and jot down your total books
read in the back of your Literacy Book and tell your English teacher the number of
books you have read since September.
We have until the end of the year to reach our target so keep reading! Remember to
speak to your English teacher or your form tutor about getting yourself a book to read.
We were very lucky to have had the Scholastic Book Fair visiting school in February,
and it was clear that many pupils took advantage of this.
Remember, there’s no such thing as someone who doesn’t like reading, only people
who haven’t found the right book yet!
At Woodchurch High School, we encourage reading for pleasure for a variety of reasons. A few of them are outlined below:

Reading is a guaranteed way to ensure success at GCSE and beyond. Children
who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher
results in Maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read
less regularly.

In England and Northern Ireland the median hourly wage of workers with the highest levels of literacy is 94% higher than for workers who have the lowest levels of
literacy.

Research shows that reading for pleasure can reduce the symptoms of depression, build empathy and help us build relationships with others.

Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational success than their socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).

There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for
pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in
Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

Year 9
This half term Year 9 been experimenting with the devising
process. Pupils have focused on using the skills they have
developed so far this year to bring different stimuli to life.
They have looked at key styles of Drama, including Verbatim Theatre, and different ideas to inspire their performances. Pupils’ favourites included the poem, What Happened to
Lulu by Charles Causley and Brian Bilston’s Refugees. Pupils brought the latter to life during Equality and Diversity
and had a special visit from their PPL Mrs Smith who was
very impressed with their work! Well Done, Year 9!
Year 10
Year 10’s devised performances and portfolios are well underway and pupils continue to
be really creative with their ideas. From the Stimulus ‘War and Conflict,’ pupils have developed performances based around women’s rights, body image and Brexit! Pupils
have also started constructing their written portfolios and are working hard in lessons
and after-school to get these finished. We can’t wait to see their final performances
when we return after the Summer Break.
Year 11
Year 11 were pleased to find that their final examination extract was,
coincidently, the same extract they had sat in their mock exam earlier
this term. Pupils worked tirelessly up until the exam, attending afterschool, early morning and lunch-time revision sessions. It was pleasing
to see the confidence of pupils following completion of the course and
we are looking forward to their results in the summer. A big congratulations to Tasha Mansell who achieved the Drama Award during the Year
11 Leavers Assembly.

LIPA Trip
On Tuesday 11th June, Year 8 and Year 9 pupils visited the
Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts to engage in some acting workshops. Pupils started the day with a full tour of the
building and were impressed by the theatres and lecture
halls. Following this pupils engaged in fun workshops based
around community drama and designed to help them develop their acting skills. Pupils left feeling really inspired and excited to put their new-found skills to use in their Drama lessons…

Extra-curricular clubs
Thanks to the pupils and staff who have helped to make the Woodchurch Horrible Histories Club and the Cold War Club such a success this year. Both have been well attended, and it is hoped that
these clubs (or something similar) will continue next year.
Year 10
Pupils have had a busy year, completing the Elizabethan England,
1558 – 1603 and Development of the USA, 1929-2000 GCSE units.
This now means that in Year 11 we will be able to concentrate on revising all four units (including Health and Medicine Through Time and Germany in Transition 1919 – 1939) in preparation for the GCSE exams next summer.
Year 9
Year 9 pupils have also had a busy year, completing the Medicine Through Time and
Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939 GCSE units. The focus for Year 10 will be on the
Elizabethan England, 1558 – 1603 and Development of the USA, 1929-2000 GCSE
units.
Holiday Homework
We know how disappointed pupils would be to have no History homework to complete
over the summer holidays, so the following arrangements have been put in place.
Year 10 pupils will be provided with a Development of the USA, 1929-2000 revision
booklet. The booklet provides information on Political Change, 1960 – 2000, Social
Change, 1950 – 2000, Cold War rivalry and the search for world peace since 1970.
There are activities to undertake to help with reinforcing knowledge and understanding.
Year 9 pupils will be provided with a Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939 revision booklet. This booklet provides information on all the topics covered in the unit and there is
also a section on Examination Guidance for all of the 5 question types that appear on
the Germany exam paper.
Year 7 pupils are encouraged to do some research on medicine in ancient times
(Egyptian, Greek and Roman times) in preparation for the first topic to be studied in
Year 8.
Although aimed at older pupils, the following website is a good starting point - http://
medicinethroughtime.co.uk/history/history-of-medicine/ancient-egyptian/
(with links to Greek and Roman medicine)
Year 8 pupils who have chosen History as an option are also encouraged to do some
research on medicine, focusing on the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. The websites
http://medicinethroughtime.co.uk/history/medieval-medicine/
https://schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/medicine-through-time/medicine-during-therenaissance/
are a good place to start.
A Parent mail will also be sent out with suggested reading for pupils in each
Year group.
Did you know? Pope Gregory IV declared war on cats in the 13th Century.
He said that black cats were instruments of the Devil and ordered them to
be killed.

In Geography Year 7 are completing a new unit looking
at biomes. They have studied what biomes are and
how and why each one is different. In this pupils will
look at how plants and animals and humans have
adapted to different environments.
Year 8 pupils have been studying at Global warming. In this unit pupils have looked at the different the
cause and effects of global warming and how we can
make a difference by changing how we act.
Year 9 have completed rivers. Over the summer holiday we will be asking them to
revise the completed paper 1 unit which includes natural hazards, Ecosystems, Coasts
and Rivers. Revision guides are available from the department for £3.50.
Year 10 are completing their Fieldwork unit. This is part of the Paper 3 where pupils have to collect and analyse data they have collected.

Year 7 will be visiting the Buddhist Centre in Oxton, to
gain a better understanding of the religion.
Year 9 have visited Liverpool Anglican Cathedral to better understand multi-faiths (Judaism and Christianity).
Year 10 had a visit by a holocaust survivor, who spoke
about his experience in Hungary. The pupils asked thoughtful questions and were very respectful.
We have also held Big Bible event for year 5 and 6 pupils.
Here pupils have learnt about the life and teachings of Jesus and holy week.

Carrying on from the information we sent in the last newsletter around using computers
safely, we have 3 more this newsletter. We will be focusing on social media apps which
many students in the school will be using on a daily basis
1. Instagram - Primarily used for sending photos and videos, this app was first
launched in 2010, but has become more popular in the past 4 years. This poster will
you give you tips and how to make sure that your child is using it safely.
2. WhatsApp - This messaging service is used by millions of people across the world,
allowing them to send text, picture, video and voice messages to other people, often in
a group. One person is the group admin who can add phone numbers from their contact list to the group, but then that phone number can be viewed by everyone in the
group, meaning that everyone in the group has access to it.
Snapchat - Similar to Instagram, this app is mainly used for sending photos and images. Snapchat 'filters' are hugely popular with kids as they add various features to the
photos they are taking. This poster outlines how the app can be misused
If you have any further apps you would like more information about, please contact me
using the email address below.
Mr Bunby
bunbyast@woodchurch-high.wirral.sch.uk

Celebrating success within Maths
The following pupils have achieved success within their classes in the end of year assessment, well done for the continuous hard work and preparation needed to succeed in
Maths

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Kobe Abbott
Zoe Arnold
Naomi Atkinson
Joseph Barker
Alexis Brigden
Layla Duddy
Freya Earl
Tom Forshaw
Teo Galtress
Logan Hardin
Marli Holden
Hayley Lane
Bryony O’Neill
Zac Pearson
Dominic Senior
Aidan Stenhouse
Olivia Stork
Harvey Walsh
Alfie Waters
Finlay Whitehead

Rachel Batchelor
Rose Bibby
Emma Edwards
Kyle Flynn
Ben Foran
Sophie Hickman
Chloe Martin
Sadie Ormond
Bathany OrmrodChurchill
Keira Robinson
Natalie Southall
Tyler Stewart
Callum Stratton

Ellie-Rose Bennett
Rosie Connor
Billy Dean
Chloe Martin
Callum Simmons
Freya Smith
Holly Thompson
Thomas Tolley
Dylan Walker
William J Wilson

Josh Bordessa
Faye Caton
Lucy Dowdall
Charlie Lang
Jordan Murphy
Lewis New
Joel Sharpe
Tom Smith
Kenzie Williams

All students are
welcome to make use of the ICT facilities in the Maths
department and get a head start on their homework or do some revision with the assistance of a member of the Maths faculty.

In addition to the successful Mathematicians, each member of
the Maths faculty have nominated a single pupil to be crowned
as Pupil of the Year for their continued engagement in lessons,
relentless preparation for assessments and a thirst for
knowledge amongst other things. The following pupils are as follows with the member of staff that has nominated them.
Matthew Rylance - Mr Lewis
Zoe Arnold - Miss Simons
Tom Forshaw - Mr Lawson
Ben Foran - Mr Caine
Chloe Martin - Mrs Hale
Mackenzie Makin - Mr Travis
Olivia Forrester - Miss Arrowsmith

Freya Smith - Miss Shevlin
James Roberts - Mr Mahon
Sam Morris - Mr Jones
Lewis Fryer - Mrs France

Students have continued to work hard throughout this year and have prepared well for their end of year assessments, however it is vital that they
retain their knowledge to move forward in the next academic year. In order
to do this, all pupils have been set an additional revision task specifically
aimed at the units of work they have completed. This will be set through
Maths Watch This homework will be reviewed in September.

All students will be given their individual login and password so that they
are able to complete this task. Maths Watch is available online so can be
accessed on laptops, tablets and smart phones.

Year 10 Trial Speaking exams
Year 10 showed great dedication during their preparation for the Trial speaking exams
with many successfully attempting the Higher Tier. We are extremely proud of the level of
resilience and endurance that they put into their revision and preparation for their speaking exam and look forward to their second Trial Speaking Exam in the Autumn Term.
Year 10 Revision
Spanish and French revision is available for any pupils who would like
further support on Tuesday and Thursday after school. Revision Guides
and Workbooks are available to purchase from the MFL staff base and
are a good way to structure revision. There are lots of free online tools
for revision: Quizlet, Memrise and Duolingo. There are also further revision resources on the VLE.
Homework club
Are you in Year 7 and 8? Do you need help with vocabulary learning? Do you want fun,
new techniques to improve your vocabulary scores? See Miss Parkinson in MFL 1 on a
Wednesday lunchtime.
Year 10 Summer Revision
Over the holidays, pupils should continue to revise vocabulary
in their vocabulary books. Pupils should also use their exercise
books to revise verb drills and GCQs as this will be beneficial
for their final speaking exam next year.
There are also plenty of free websites pupils can use to revise
in a fun and effective way! We recommend the following:





Memrise (Pupils should search for the AQA vocabulary list 2017.)
DuoLinguo
BBC Bitesize (This has now been updated for the new GCSE specification!)
Quizlet (Search for MFL Woodchurch to find lists of vocabulary for every topic of the
specification.)

Year 7 Premier League
Selected Year 7 pupils have been taking part in the ‘Premier League’
challenge. French and Spanish pupils are competing to see who can
learn the most vocabulary by the end of the year. They have made a
fantastic start! Bonne chance! ¡Buena Suerte!

WIRRAL CHAMPIONS!

Back in September, the Year 9 football team set themselves a target – to win the Wirral
Cup! It’s great to do well in other competitions like the National and Merseyside Cups
but what they really wanted to do was to be the top school in their own area. Of course
the cup final in May was a long way off back in September…
We had to play through 9 long months of games on grass, games in the mud, games in
the rain, games in the wind, and games in the wind and rain! We faced injuries, long
journeys across Liverpool for away games and the occasional dip in form that is faced
by every good side. However, when the Wirral Cup came around in March we had
clicked into gear and were raring to go! We dispatched a hard working Ridgeway team
in the quarter finals and then played brilliantly to beat a superb Neston side in the semis. Despite them outplaying us in the first half, they couldn’t live with our pace up front
and Joey Pleavin and Joe Dulson tore them apart after in the second half. We won 4-2
and booked our place in the final at Prenton Park.
It doesn’t matter what era you’re from everyone loves the romance of the cup – the
white horse, Stanley Matthews, Charlie George, Ricky Villa, the Crazy Gang, Andy
Gray, Steven Gerrard, Portsmouth and Wigan… So the scene was set and on May
21st we took to the field against Calday. Our task was made harder when just 3 days
before the final Jamie Gann, who has been one of our most reliable and influential
players for the last 3 years, got injured and was ruled out. Winning was going to take 2
things – more desire than the opposition and a plan! However, it was never part of the
plan to kick off and score. 30 seconds into the game and we were 1-0 up thanks to a
thunderbolt strike Tom ‘the Terrier’ Porschke. He called it a ‘worldy’ and no-one disagreed! Calday are a top side though and they had drawn level within 5 minutes. The
scoreboard read 1-1 at half time.
(continued over)

Half time team talk, a few tweaks and lots of jaffa cakes – 35 minutes to go! On came
George Bancroft and the tactical change had an immediate impact with us coming close
straight away. Then Layton ‘the Rock’ Abbot sent a searching pass from the back,
George broke down the right, sent in a great cross and ‘Rapid’ Joe was able to steer it
in past the keeper. 2-1 with 25 minutes, how were my nerves going to survive this? I
need not have worried. The middle pair of Charlie Harland and Ben Ryan were awesome and not only won all the challenges but managed to then use the ball to keep the
pressure on our opponents. Joey was lightening on the left, Mitch McGinn was creative
on the right, and the defence behind them of Tom, Layton, Harry Wood, Max Farrell and
Sam Mooney held firm and never gave Calday a clear chance. Matty ‘Safe Hands’
Hess, who had kept us in the game during the semi-final, never had to make a save and
made taking high crosses and sweeping up behind look easy! Then the final whistle and
the rest is history. The capacity crowd went wild, the cup came home to Woodchurch
and the manager got absolutely soaked in the changing room!!!
A final mention must go to our subs and squad members who have supported the team
all season. It is always frustrating for young players who want to play but don’t manage
to get on during the big games. Without them filling in when people were injured
throughout the year we wouldn’t have maintained our high standards and eventually
won this year’s Wirral Cup – so a big thank you to them!
Wirral Champions 2018-19: Matthew Hess, Harry Wood, Jamie Gann, Layton Abbott,
Max Farrell, Sam Mooney, Mitch McGinn, Ben Ryan (Capt), Charlie Harland, Tom Porschke, Joey Pleavin, Joe Dulson, Jamie Dumbarton, George Bancroft, Corey Casey,
James Oakes, Harvey Groom, Dan Farley, Brendon Gibbons.

Ski Trip Payments
The final payment for the Ski Trip is due on Friday 27th September—£250.
Please be aware late payments will incur a late payment fee from the company, which
is out of our control.
Any problems please feel free to email Miss Rapple.
rapplesst@woodchurch-high.wirral.sch.uk

Blackpool Zoo Visit
Two groups of Year 10 pupils had the chance to take part in in a workshop in Blackpool
Zoo, that gave them an opportunity to see what part of the job of a zookeeper is and
learn all about the work that the Zoo does, in regards to conservation and the kind of careers that can be had when working with animals.
The first group to attend had good weather and
thoroughly enjoyed the day. They cleaned out
the giraffe shelter to a high standard and learnt
how they use some of the dirty straw and sawdust to make a soft bed that gives of heat (Deep
bedding). The pupils also had the chance to
feed the giraffes and found this to be an extremely exciting and wonderful thing to do, as
they get the chance to be so close to animals
that are so big and impressive. Pupils also got to
handle a much smaller animal that looks like a
hedgehog but actually isn’t, called a Tenrec.
Once again a unique experience.
The second group unfortunately had pretty bad
weather, but as they say every cloud has a silver
lining and in this case the pouring rain gave the
pupils a view of the giraffes they will never forget. As they were cleaning out the giraffe’s enclosure and had nearly completed one area, the
heavens opened and the rain was not going to
let up. The keeper came in to the enclosure and
explained that the giraffes would need to come
in. At this point I and the pupils thought we
would have to leave but too our delight the keepers used a gate to separate the giraffes from us
and let them in. This gave us a real up close and
personal view that we will never forget. The pupils were awestruck and didn’t make a
sound as the giraffes entered. Pupils had tears in their eyes at getting so close to such a
majestic animal. The pupils made statements such as “When the giraffes entered I felt so
many emotions, I was happy and it also made me tear up as it was such a magical experience” “It made me feel shocked and excited to be so close to them, an unbelievable
experience” “ when they came in I was over the moon and so excited. It’s something I will
never forget”.

All in all a fantastic, informative and engaging time was had by all.
Big Bank UK
On 2nd July 28 Year 7 students attended The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair in Liverpool. Whist there the students got to experience all aspects of Science and Engineering in a hands on way. The students were amazed to see the exciting and rewarding opportunities out there for them with the right experience and qualifications. There were many local businesses at the even providing information for the students about future careers in STEM. The students were fantastic ambassadors for the
school and had a great day.

Big Bang Success for Woodchurch Unilever Team Biobubble
Following on from their success at achieving second place at the Unilever Bright
Futures event Team Biobubble entered
this year’s North West Big Bang STEM
event in Liverpool. Their project saw them
design and produce bubblebath pods with
reusable, recyclable mycelium packaging.
Their project aims to educate the public
about the impact plastic is having on our
environment and their product is designed
to reduce plastic pollution a topic which
they are all very passionate about.
The students’ project, enthusiasm and passion impressed a range of judges from many
different industries and backgrounds. They went on to win The Knowsley Safari – Protecting the environment award.
This is a fantastic achievement and we would like to congratulate the students involved
and hope to see biobubble pods on the shelves in the future.
Small Peice Trust CREST Discovery Day

On 1st July, Small Peice Trust visited school to deliver a STEM day that was Discovery
Crest awarded.
Pupils took part in the Smart Build discovery award, which allowed them to design,
make and build a water filter system suitable schools, offices and factories.
Our Yr 9 pupils learned about engineering, electronics, design, maths and science while
working in teams to plan their water filter system.
Everyone in each team had a specific role to play: finance manager, team leader, design engineer or creative designer. Pupils worked together to brainstorm their concepts
and make suggestions before joining forces in teams to create their final designs.
Pupils then had to pitch their ideas to the rest of their peers and were judged for their
overall build and design concept as well the all-important ‘does it work?’ factor.
The winning group had a fantastic design that was very appealing, they worked together
brilliantly and their water filter system worked!
Pupils thoroughly enjoyed all of the activities and gained so much from it. We were so
impressed to see the Yr 9 pupils develop in confidence, contribute their ideas and participate in such a positive way with such innovative ideas. During the day pupils gained
many new skills, they were a real credit to our school.
Thanks to Christine at Small Piece Trust for providing such great opportunities for our
pupils.

Future Food Challenge –Year 9
Year 9 pupils have been lucky enough to
be working alongside Farm Urban over the
last 12 weeks to design and build their own
prototype ‘Aquaponics’ produce pod.
Pupils created their business ‘Food sMiles’
and designed and built an NFT system that
they hoped would bought by supermarkets,
to encourage customers to ‘reduce food
miles and create food smiles.’ They were
hoping to provide food that would reduce
single use plastic and food waste.

Our creative design team developed the
company identity and brand. They designed the company logo, artistic impression of the pod, conducted scientific research and designed a marketing strategy for Food sMiles. They even produced
a great advertising campaign! Outstanding work from our team.

Our managing directors worked brilliantly
together to conduct market research into
how local supermarkets could use the systems. They used data and government
agreements to help supermarkets to
achieve their pledge of reducing plastic
waste, food waste and food miles. They
also calculated finances to make the company a success.

At the competition final, hosted by Farm Urban in UTC, pupils worked together to
showcase all of their hard work from the past the 12 weeks. Our managing directors
did a fantastic pitch in front of the judges.
Our pupils were thrilled and celebrated as they won: ‘Best Creative Designers’ and
‘Best Pitch’, we were all very proud of their achievements!
Pupils had a great day
and have really enjoyed
the project. They have
demonstrated many new
skills while learning all
about sustainable food for
the future!

Special thanks go to the
great team at Farm Urban
for all of the support in
helping the pupils to gain
so many invaluable skills
in STEM!

STEM Club Success
Our Year 9 pupils have had a really successful year in STEM. They have fully embraced
all opportunities given to them and have really gone above and beyond to develop their
confidence, team work, communication and leadership skills. It has been fantastic to see
them flourish and go from strength to strength. They have gained lots of important
STEM skills and have found out a great deal about STEM outside of the class room as
well as STEM in our community and possible future careers.
A huge well done to our pupils for winning ‘STEM Club of The Year’ award at the Big
Bang North West event this year. We are really proud of everything that they have
achieved.
We are already looking forward to what next year has to offer! A huge thanks to AllAboutSTEM, Farm Urban, Unilever and Shaping Futures for providing so many wonderful opportunities.
STEM Club of the Year – Shaping Futures
Shaping Futures understand the importance
of pupils being able to work together on real
life projects and activities and we want to
recognize those teachers and pupils who
have put time and effort into extracurricular
activities to further their knowledge and
skills. This award recognises overall
achievement for a STEM Club who have
gone above and beyond to support each other in their learning.

We welcomed pupils from some of our local primary schools to attend the ‘Big Bang’ Science final here at Woodchurch!
Pupils have been working very hard in school on their Science projects, completing practical work and analysing their results. Pupils investigated: ‘does the type of liquid affect
plant growth?’ ‘Does the topping affect the rate at which toast falls?’, ‘What type of material will keep the egg safest?’ and many, many more…
Pupils had a brilliant time showcasing all of their work and answered some tough questions from the judges. They talked confidently about their investigation variables, safety
and their scientific ideas. Pupils demonstrated fantastic science and presentation skills!
Pupils were delighted to see the Science2U show, ‘I wasn’t expecting that!’ It was full of
incredible science, whizzes, pops and bangs!
We were all amazed by the fantastic, fun filled show!
Lots of pupils got to join in with the show; making slime, using indicators and thermo
chromic materials.
A special thanks to all of the pupils and schools who attended and to our event sponsors
AllAboutSTEM as well as the fabulous Helen and Sue from Science2U.
A big ‘Well Done’ to our overall winning teams:
Pupils Choice Award- Bidston Village

3rd Place- Somerville Primary
2nd Place- Prenton
st
1 Place- Oxton St. Saviours

Local Beach Clean
Last month a number of our Eco Reps trekked around the streets of Woodchurch picking up litter and helping to clean up the environment immediately around us. This month
we travelled a bit further and embarked on a cleaning mission on a nearby beach. The
amount of plastic in our oceans is extremely high profile at the moment and the Eco
Committee wanted to see how much plastic was washing up on the beaches that surround the Wirral. Unfortunately it is not just washing up on to the beach but much of it is
being dropped on the beach as litter.
We were very fortunate to have the weather on our side on the day of the big clean up
and the team worked hard all morning. They collected all sorts of rubbish from cans,
glass bottles, rope, articles of clothing and of course plastic – plastic bottles, plastic
toys, and plastic bags. These things end up in the ocean and eventually maim, poison
and kill wildlife. Seeing this first hand strengthened the resolve of the committee to reduce the amount of plastic that we waste in school and to ensure that it is disposed of
properly so that it doesn’t end up in the sea.
After working so hard the pupils then took some time out to investigate the birds and
wildflowers that inhabit the coastline country parks. They were particularly fascinated by
a family of wild rabbits that had at least 6 kits because most of them had only ever seen
rabbits kept as pets. After that they practised their conservation skills by making bird
feeders that they could hang up at home so they could sit and watch which birds were
attracted to their own gardens. Their creative skills were then tested as we all tried to
make a clay model of some type of animal that we had seen that day.

World Ocean Day
All over the globe, Friday 7th June was World Ocean Day and living on a peninsula as
we do this is of considerable importance to us. Therefore, our pupils were introduced to
the issues facing our oceans like coral bleaching, rising temperatures, over-fishing, illegal poaching and of course plastic pollution. Having learnt about the problems the challenge was then to consider what each us can do to help the oceans and sea life recover and the subsequent discussions found that these are the main ways of helping:





Reduce the amount of plastic that you use
USE reusable plastic and REFUSE disposable plastic
Get involved with organisations that protect the ocean
Only eat sustainable seafood (see logo >)

Sculptor Visit
Earlier in the year the Eco Committee decided
that they wanted to create a big piece of art work
that highlighted some of the issues that they
have been working on. They finally came up with
a plan to create a giant sculpture of a fish that
was full of plastic. The idea being that it not only
showed how plastic in the ocean ends up damaging sea-life but also illustrated how much
waste we create by doing something simple like
buying a drink. We were fortunate enough to be
able bring in a famous, local sculptor, Faith
Bebbington.
The group set to work and from a pile of willow
branches, wire and parcel tape our fish started to
take shape. Once the shape was finished we
used recycled crisp packets to represent the
fish’s shiny scales and then we covered it in netting. Again, the netting represents pollution that
ends up in the ocean and kills sea-life but it also
acted as a transparent barrier so you can see all
the plastic bottles that fill the fish. The finished
fish should hold around plastic 1,500 bottles –
the average amount thrown away by a standard secondary school every single day. It is
clear that the world needs to change and the Eco Committee hopes that demonstrating
this through art will help everyone stop and think how they can reduce the amount of
plastic that they use and waste.

‘On Track to Achieve’ with the
Dame Kelly Holmes Trust
This half term has seen 14 of our year 9 girls successfully complete the ‘On Track to Achieve’ programme. The
girls have been working on their personal development,
mentored by world champion inline skater, Jenna Downing for the last 6 months.

The girls have shown great endurance in completing the course and
have worked incredibly hard to challenge themselves in a number of different skills. As part of the programme they had to deliver a social action project. This term they
decided to plan, organise and deliver three full morning sessions to
the year six pupils at Fender Primary School to aid in their transition
to high school.

All of the girls were great ambassadors for Woodchurch High School, they all contributed
to both the classroom sessions and the activities they provided for the pupils. We would
like to extend our thanks to the staff and pupils of Fender Primary for allowing us to take
over their Friday mornings. The pupils enjoyed the sessions and the girls should be very
proud of what they achieved. Their successful completion will be celebrated on Wednesday 17th July when Jenna returns to school for her final visit.

This term we were lucky enough to secure the support of the ‘Red Box Project’, a national community organisation committed to giving young people access to free menstrual products in schools.
As a result, we now have a selection of menstrual products available for students to access during school hours. The box is
stocked from donations from our local community who support
the project and its aims.
Posters have been displayed in the girl’s toilets and girls can access these products throughout the day. It is also worth noting
that there is no limit on the number of products students can take,
should they need products for at home they are welcome to them.
The organisation replenishes stocks as and when they are needed.
We would like to thank the Red Box Project and our local community for this provision
which will support many of our girls on a daily basis.
If you have any further questions, or would like to know more about the Red Box Project, you can email redboxproject@gmail.com
Education For Wellbeing Youth Aware of Mental
Health (YAM) Programme

This academic year 60 of our Year 9 students have taken part in a national research
project being carried out by the University of Liverpool and Anna Freud National Centre
for Children and Families.
The students, from forms YS, YN and YZ have completed online start and end surveys
and participated in five mental health sessions delivered by professionals from the outside agency. The sessions included elements of discussion and role play with the intentions of raising awareness, reducing stigma and signposting for support.
The students engaged well with the sessions and their contributions were praised by
the external professionals. The data collected will be analysed early next year to find
out whether the provision of short course actually improves students’ mental health and
well-being.
Thanks to the Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families for accepting us
onto the programme and for using Woodchurch High as a case study school and also to
the form tutors who gave up their time to provide feedback to the research team.

Unit 6, Tarranway South, Moreton, CH46
Tel: 0151 665 0088
Email: sales@designstitch.co.uk

Girls & Boys Blazer – (26”- 30”)

28.00

Girls & Boys Blazer – (31”- 35”)

32.00

Girls & Boys Blazer – (36”)

35.00

Girls & Boys Blazer – (37”- 42”)

38.00

Girls & Boys Blazer – (43”- 52”)

40.00

Trutex Boys Shirt NON IRON – NSS - up to size 14” (ex vat)

14.00

Trutex Boys Shirt NON IRON – NSS - 15” sizes + (incl vat)

17.00

Trutex Girls Blouse NON IRON – NSB - up to size 34” (ex vat)

14.00

Trutex Girls Blouse NON IRON – NSB - size 36” + (incl vat)

17.00

KNITTED V-NECK JUMPER UP TO 34”

15.00

KNITTED V-NECK JUMPER sizes over 34”

17.00

Carobou Sturdy Fit Trousers age 7-10

10.00

Carobou Sturdy Fit Trousers age 11-14

13.00

Trutex Slim Fit Trouser TLT BLK

22.00

Trutex Junior Classic Trouser CFJ (up to age 13)

12.00

Trutex Sturdy Fit Trouser TSF

TBC

SSS Trousers

From 15.00

Trutex GSA Back GRY vent skirt – up to size 28”

17.00

Trutex GSA GRY Back vent skirt –30” + sizes

19.00

Box pleat skirt

10.00

Luton skirt

18.00

Designer skirt

18.00

School Back Pack (initials extra 1.50)

17.00

PE Bag (initials extra 1.50)

7.00

This year a number of staff are leaving us for promotion in other
schools, relocation or retirement.
An impressive 29 years of service comes to an end as Mrs G
Hassall (MFL) retires from her post at Woodchurch High School.

Mrs Hassall

After 18 years at Woodchurch first as teacher of Maths and latterly as
Curriculum Leader, Mrs S Hale (Maths) is moving on to take up a
new role in Wales.
Mrs K Charmley (ICT) is leaving us after 13 years to take up a new
challenge at Meadowside School, where we have close links.
Mrs Hassall, Mrs Hale and Mrs Charmley have all made significant
contributions to the school and to pupil outcomes. They will be
missed but we trust that they will enjoy their new challenges.

Mrs Hale

We wish all our other staff leavers every success and hope that their
time with us here at Woodchurch High School has been rewarding.

Mrs Charmley

Monday 2nd September 2019

Staff Development Day

Tuesday 3rd September 2019

School re-opens to all pupils

Monday 16th September 2019

PTA Meeting

Monday 30th September 2019

Open Evening

Friday 4th October 2019

Open Day

Friday 25th October 2019

Staff Development Day

Monday 28th October 2019—
Friday 1st November 2019

Half Term

Monday 4th November 2019

School re-opens to all pupils

