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“Being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great
endurance and patience.”

Colossians 1:11

Open Evening
Open Evening was held on Wednesday 1st
May and was as busy as ever. It is always a
great opportunity to showcase our pupils, staff
and facilities. We welcomed so many prospective parents and pupils; feedback was very positive and reminded us why we are so proud of
our Woodchurch family.
The pupils are always so helpful to our visitors
and make them feel very welcome. More than
450 pupils came back to school to help out, a
testament to their dedication and service to the
school.
Open Day on Friday 3rd May was also busy
when Parents/Carers took the opportunity to
visit the school in action.
Year 11 Exams
Exam season is well underway and our Year 11
pupils are being guided through this crucial
time in their educational careers by staff across
the school. There is so much additional support on offer, with extra revision sessions
before school, after school and through the half term break.
We hope our Year 11 pupils take advantage of all the support offered to them and wish
them every success in their exams.

Pupils and staff from Woodchurch High School
were delighted to be invited to participate in the installation of the new Mayor of Wirral, Cllr Tony
Smith. As our Chair of Governors, Mr Smith has a
long and close association with the school and it
was a pleasure to see him take on this new role.
Our school band provided musical entertainment to
great acclaim and Miss Carlin and Mr Gregory also
performed.
Six of our Year 8 and 9 pupils performed a drama
piece on the idea of homelessness on the Wirral.
Review from the audience were excellent and pupils were congratulated on their performance.
During his year in office, Mr Smith has chosen two charities to support - Dementia Together Wirral and Open Door Centre; our Interact Team will be meeting with the Mayor
and representatives of the two charities to hear about the work they do and how we can
support through fundraising.
We wish the new Mayor every success and look forward to welcoming him into school in
his official role.

Woodchurch High School Farm Fête
The Woodchurch High School Farm Fête will be held on Saturday 15th June, from 12.00
noon until 3.00 pm in the Farm area of School and there will be many exciting stalls and
games, including face painting, beat the goalie, wine/water raffle, and our Chinese raffle
which includes some fantastic prizes. Refreshments will include a BBQ, cream tea,
crepes, candyfloss and milk shakes; there will also be home made cakes and jams/
chutneys for sale. It will also be an opportunity to see our farm animals and there will be
live entertainment and much more for all the family.
This year we are holding a Great Woodchurch Bake-Off with several different entry
categories—look out for letters coming home!
Please support your PTA by sending into school donations of bottles for the Tombola.
Home made cakes can be sent into school on Friday 15th June in a sealed container. If
you would like the container returned please write the name and class of your child
clearly on the container. We are also looking for good condition toys, books CDs, videos, jigsaws, bric-a-brac and stuffed toys. These can be sent into school and given to
your child’s Form Tutor or delivered to Reception.
We hope you will help us to make the Fête a great success. Last year we raised over
£1,500 for the school and it would be wonderful to match or beat this!
Thank you for your support and we hope to see you on the day.

Art Residential
Eleven pupils from Year 11 took part in a weekend Art
residential at the Conway Centre on Anglesey this half
term. Pupils worked with a variety of artists to produce
an outcome based on the theme 'Urban Metropolis.'
Pupils showed resilience and determination as the workshops were delivered from 9.30 am until 9.30pm. All
work produced will be submitted as part of the pupils’
coursework.

Pasta Making Classes
Food Technology recently welcomed
some special guests into the department.
Mr Smith's Mother and Father in Law, Teresa and Giovanni, came into school
to run an Italian Master Class. Both originated from Italy before moving to England.
Teresa talked to the pupils about how she
makes all her food dishes from scratch,
even making her own tomato sauce. They
brought in recipes that have been passed
down through their families for years.
Pupils in year 10 were delighted to watch
as Teresa demonstrated how to make a
traditional Bolognese sauce and then her
own pasta, it was great to see an expert in
action. Pasta is a high skill dish to make
and having tried to make it themselves only a few weeks ago we picked up some
great tricks. It was great to see an expert
at work.
All the students were able to taste the
food, which was topped off with some Parmesan cheese that Giovanni had made.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Mrs Cartledge

Year 7
This half-term, Year 7 have started to study a combination of Romeo and Juliet and conflict poetry.
Pupils have enjoyed the challenge that these texts
present and have undergone their first exam in a
formal setting. It was lovely to see so many pupils
responding with maturity, endurance and respect.
They have completed sessions which taught them
how to revise; they have shown great integrity and
hope when revising in their own time.

This learning has been extended for some pupils who have been attending First News
Club with Mrs Goaten; pupils who attend this club have been enjoying developing their
knowledge of our world whilst practising their debating skills. This culture of debate has
been developed further by Picture News in form time. After a successful trial period, Picture News has been rolled out to all form groups. In these sessions, pupils are shown an
engaging image which prompts their thinking. An example of this was an image of
the Notre Dame cathedral following the fire. Pupils were able to articulate what they
think should happen next.
The Creative Writing Club have been enjoying writing
poetry about the environment, inspired by Greta Thunberg. The results have been fantastic! As well as this,
they are about to create entries for another poetry competition, which is linked to Malala Yousafzai. It is truly exciting to see pupils discussing such amazing young
people and to see them feeling inspired by their example.
Year 8
This half term, Year 8 have started the exploration of our new topic 'Conflict and Class'
with a focus on reading the play Blood Brothers by Willy Russell and also developing
non-fiction reading and writing skills.
Pupils have gained an understanding of social class and explored how this is shown in
Blood Brothers. Classes have enjoyed reading key extracts from the play and watching
clips to support their learning. Pupils have got to know key characters and their relationships, know the plot well as well as justifying their opinions by making reference to the
text.

Pupils have started to look at a range of non-fiction texts and demonstrate their understanding of SPEARFACTOR and PAFT, they have approached this with confidence and
enthusiasm. Despite non-fiction reading and writing often being a challenge for pupils,
Year 8 have shown a real interest for this topic and demonstrated high levels of endurance when trying to analyse how the writer persuades us in extracts.
Pupils will continue their work on 'Conflict and Class' in preparation for their summer assessment.

Year 9
This half-term, Year 9 have been getting to grips with Shakespeare’s
Macbeth. First of all, pupils learnt about the history of witches in the
17th century, particularly focusing on how ordinary people saw
witches as sinister, all-powerful and manipulative, and how these
ideas may have influenced Shakespeare’s portrayal of the witches.
Pupils in Year 9 have been working hard to decipher Shakespeare’s
language in order to explore the exciting, turbulent plot and all the
complex, interesting characters in even more detail. Pupils’ close
analysis of the language and structure of the play has already been
invaluable in preparing them not only for their extract analysis assessments but for the Eduqas GCSE exams they will be taking in
two years’ time.
Pupils who have their own copies of the play have been noting their ideas down and annotating the text directly, which not only helps them with their assessments this half-term,
but will also help pupils revise their knowledge when it comes to revision in Year 11. Fortunately, copies of Macbeth are available for pupils to purchase from English for only £2
each.
To improve pupils’ understanding of the play even further, it would be beneficial for pupils
to watch a film version of Macbeth or even to watch it in a theatre, to further develop
knowledge and understanding of Shakespeare’s vision and intentions for the play. We
appreciate support from parents/carers while pupils read and analyse this complex text,
and we encourage pupils to discuss their knowledge of the play with their family, to further embed their ideas.
Year 10
Year 10 have now completed their study of William Shakespeare's Macbeth for their English Literature Component 1 GCSE. Pupils must now spend time consolidating their understanding of the characters and key themes and start learning the significant quotations. Pupils won't study the text in full again as they will only revisit it in Year 11 as revision. Pupils can buy revision guides from the English Staff Base to support them with
their independent study. With that in mind, we continue to hold a Year 10 Revision Session every Tuesday in EN3 with Miss Barney. She is currently covering the GCSE Anthology Poems.
Moving forward, pupils are now read Priestley's An Inspector Calls for
their English Literature Component 2 exam. Pupils always thoroughly
enjoy this play as it is structured in an engaging way. Pupils should
endeavour to get their own copy of the play so they can take pertinent notes as we read it. Pupils are encouraged to form their own
opinions of characters and events in the play as if they are real people.
By the end of Year 10, our pupils will have studied all of their Literature texts and will be expected to study them independently at home
to consolidate all their learning. As per Macbeth, pupils can buy revision guides for An Inspector Calls for £2.50.
We look forward to the final term and deciding who we blame most for the death of Eva
Smith!

Year 11
The time has come, Year 11! All of your hard work over the last three years is about to
pay off.
Firstly, pupils will be examined on Macbeth and the poems from the Anthology. IT has
been fantastic to see so many Year 11 pupils descending on the English corridor on
Thursdays after school for their revision sessions. Now is the time to show off all of the
fantastic work you have done. Remember, you know this and can succeed!
As part of our final preparations, a small cohort
of 20 pupils along with Miss Griffiths, Miss Barney, Miss Smethurst and Ms Calder all went to
Lake Bala for the weekend for some intensive
revision. All pupils were fantastic and managed to produce some brilliant work and revision materials.
During the exam season, class teachers will
still be available at lunchtimes and after school
for any support that pupils may need. There is
a large gap in between the Literature and Language exams so the revision programme will
still be running on Thursdays after school. In addition, on Thursday and Friday of the
May half-term, English staff will be available for structured revision to support with the
Language exams in June.
Year 10 and 11 were both lucky enough to see a
production in school of Macbeth just after the
Easter break. Pupils can use this knowledge to
support their exam responses, as plot and character are two of the most important parts of any
text!
We wish you all every success in the exams.

This academic year, pupils have been set a challenge to read 10 books independently.
Already, many pupils are rising to this challenge and we are well on our way to smashing our whole school target of 1,000 books!
Of course, there were individual prizes as well.
At the end of the Spring term, we celebrated the
reading successes across the year groups in assemblies and will be taking a trip to a local coffee
shop where pupils will be treated to a hot drink
and a chance to wind down after a difficult two
terms by having quiet reading time. Ms Calder
and Miss Edwards will be accompanying the pupils and are looking forward to celebrating with
the pupils.
Of course, we still have a term to go! The next prize draw will be just before the end of
the school year. Who will sweep up the places on the next trip for the most books read?
Which form in your year group will seize the title trophy? And, most importantly, who will
be the top reader in the school for the year, to be announced before the summer? All to
have to do to contribute is read and jot down your total books read in the back of your
Literacy Book.
We have until the end of the year to reach our target so keep reading! Remember to
speak to your English teacher or your form tutor about getting yourself a book to read.
We were very lucky to have had the Scholastic Book Fair visiting school in February,
and it was clear that many pupils took advantage of this.
Remember, there’s no such thing as someone who doesn’t like reading, only people
who haven’t found the right book yet!
At Woodchurch High School, we encourage reading for pleasure for a variety of reasons. A few of them are outlined below:

Reading is a guaranteed way to ensure success at GCSE and beyond. Children
who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher
results in Maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read
less regularly.

In England and Northern Ireland the median hourly wage of workers with the highest levels of literacy is 94% higher than for workers who have the lowest levels of
literacy.

Research shows that reading for pleasure can reduce the symptoms of depression, build empathy and help us build relationships with others.

Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational
success than their socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).

There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for
pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in
Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

Year 9
This half term Year 9 been finalising
their first devised piece as part of their
preparation for Component 1 of their
GCSE. Pupils have been using different stimuli, based on thousands of
disappearances that happened during
Argentinian’s Dirty War, to come up
with their own performances. Pupils
have continued to develop key skills,
such as: hot-seating, narration and
thought-tracking to tell stories of hostages and their families.
Their final performances have been outstanding and we are excited to see how their
skills and talents develop further during the next two years.
Year 10
Year 10 pupils devised performances are well underway and
pupils have been really creative with some of their ideas.
They were given the stimuli ‘War and Conflict’ and from this
have explored everything from women’s rights to body image.
They’re set to start their supporting portfolios later this halfterm and we are looking forward to seeing their final performances at the end of this academic year. Well Done Year
10!
Year 11
Year 11 have been finalising their preparation for their
written exam this half-term. Pupils have continued with
the study of J.B. Priestley’s An Inspector Calls and are
focusing on different perspectives within the theatre,
including: performers, directors and designers. They
have also spent lots of time working on their Section B
theatre review, following their trips to see Annie and
Blood Brothers earlier this academic year. Our pupils’
performances in their recent mock were very promising and we can’t wait to celebrate with them in the
summer.

Drama Residential
On Friday 26th April, the Year 11 drama cohort visited GlanLlyn Residential Centre in Wales for a weekend of revision.
Pupils spent the weekend, in the idyllic setting, working and
revising in preparation for their exam on May 17th. During the
evening, pupils enjoyed activities including: bowling, football,
and watching films. Following our return from the residential
pupils’ shared their success in lesson and it was pleasing to
see a massive improvement in confidence and progress, following the weekend.

Mayor Making
On Monday 13th May, six pupils from Year 8 and Year 9 visited Wallasey Town Hall to
perform for the Mayor of Wirral and our Chair of Governors, Councillor Tony Smith.
Pupils worked tirelessly for weeks preparing the performance, which was based around
the idea of homelessness on the Wirral. The piece helped pupils to develop their confidence and key drama skills and they received excellent reviews from their audience. Pupils were congratulated on a ‘splendid performance’ that was ‘excellently performed’
with ‘great skill and passion.’
A big well done to Jessica Ellis, Ella Natton, Jessica Charlton, Megan Ford, Lucy Banks
and Ellie-Mae Boyd!

GCSE- Year 11 revision is available every Wednesday after school in Hum 5
Paper 1 21st May PM
Paper 2 5th June PM
Paper 3 13th June AM
Holiday and weekend support
Sat 18th May 10am -12pm - Paper 1
Tue 21st May -Breakfast support
Tue 28th May 10am-12pm- Paper 2
Sat 8th June 10am-12pm paper 3
In Geography Year 7 are completing a new unit
looking at settlement. They have studied what settlements need to grow and be successful and selected their own site for their own settlement
Year 8 pupils have been studying at Tourism. In this unit pupils have looked at
the different types of tourist and how tourism has grown since the Victorian times.

Year 9 have completed coast and are moving on to look at rivers. This will include waterfalls and flooding in the UK.
Year 10 are looking at resources with a focus on food production in the UK and
around the world. Fieldwork is booked for 18 and 19 June for Loggerheads to study rivers and 8 and 9 July for Liverpool to study regeneration. This is part of the Paper 3
where pupils have to collect and analyse data they have collected.

Year 11
Pupils have now completed their in class revision on all of the GCSE units and have
been completing exam question every week. Results have been very positive and
should boost confidence as we reach the final weeks before the GCSE exams.
Additional revision sessions and intervention are continuing to be held to help pupils with
their preparation for the exams.
Important dates –
Year 11 History – Holiday Revision Sessions
Saturday 18th May 2019 (9 am – 10.30 am)
Tuesday 28th May 2019 (Morning session 10.00 – 12.00)
GCSE Exams
Paper 1 – Germany 1918 - 1939 and Elizabethan England 1558 – 1603
Monday 3rd June (am) 2019
Paper 2 - Health and Medicine Through Time and the Development of the UK 1919
- 1939
Thursday 6th June (pm) 2019
Extra-curricular clubs
The Woodchurch Horrible Histories Club and the Cold War Club continue to be popular,
particularly with Year 8 pupils. It would be good to see more Year 7 pupils taking advantage of these opportunities though. Come on Year 7!
Current and upcoming topics: all years
Year 7 pupils are currently studying events from the Tudor period - Henry VIII and
the Reformation, religious changes in the 16th century and key topics from the reign of
Elizabeth I, including Mary, Queen of Scots and the Spanish Armada.
Year 8 pupils are studying events in American history during the 1920s and 1930s,
including the changing lives of women and Prohibition. They will then move on to look at
the rise to power of Adolf Hitler (which supports the Germany unit in Key Stage 4) and
events linked to World War II.
Year 9 pupils are currently studying Germany in Transition, 1919-1939, focusing on
the impact of World War I, the Weimar Republic and the rise of Adolf Hitler.
Year 10 pupils have begun work on the Development of the USA, 1929-2000 unit.
Topics studied include the Great Depression and economic recovery, the
impact of World War II on the USA and the issue of Civil Rights.
Fun Fact!
Before he became the President of America, Abraham Lincoln was a
champion wrestler. He took part in about 300 ‘bouts’ and gained a reputation as a tough fighter.

Year 11 Revision
Wednesday in Hum 1 and Thursday Lunch time – general revision
Monday lunch aiming for grade 9 Hum 1
Year 8 and 9 pupils had the opportunity to go to Liverpool Anglican Cathedral, pupils
were given a guided tour, including going up to a platform to look down at vast space
and religious objects the Cathedral had to offer. Pupils also had the opportunity to discuss how the Cathedral works with the local community which is one aspect of their
GCSE unit on Christianity.
Pupils also attended the house of hospitality where they sat in a Kosher living room and
spoke to a Jewish expert. Here they were told about daily Jewish life, religious objects
and holidays. Pupils really enjoyed looking at the religious objects and comparing the
living room to their own.
Within the house of hospitality pupils also got to go into an Ethiopian living room where
the were told about the culture and how Christianity came to be the main religion of
Ethiopia. Pupils got to try on religious clothing and speak to a Christian about the importance of the Bible to him and other Christians.

Over the forthcoming newsletters, we will be publishing guidance sheets about online
safety. We hope you find these useful and give you a greater understanding of how you
can support your child to stay safe online.
The first poster is about screen addiction. More and more youngsters are spending
large amounts of time looking at screens through mobile phones, tablets and computer
games. This gives some advice about how your child can help avoid screen addiction
as well as statistics about how much time other youngsters spend using screens
The second poster looks at App Stores. As children get their own devices, they will
want to download apps and games. This poster explains how you can help to ensure
that the apps they download are suitable and how in app purchases can be monitored.
The final poster is about the popular online game Fortnite. Over the past 18 months,
the game has grown and the popularity of it has increased with more and more young
people playing online against others. The game also includes online purchases and
this handy guide gives advice to make sure that your child is not scammed when purchasing them
If you have any ideas on topic areas you would like more information on, please email
me at the email address below
Mr Bunby
bunbyast@woodchurch-high.wirral.sc.uk

Help wanted!
Any parents/Carers who own their own business or work in business and are prepared to
come and speak to some Year 9 business groups, please get in touch with Mrs Hulse.
Areas looking to be addressed are: business ownership, marketing, competition and finance.

Thanks in advance.

Celebrating Outstanding Learners within maths

The following students have been selected as Outstanding Learners in their
Maths lessons. Lots of the nominees for Year 7 and Year 8 were selected for
attaining a very high score in the most recent module assessment.
Year 7

Year 7

Zoe Arnold
Bryony O’Niell
Naomi Atkinson Shannon Parry
Joseph Barker Charlotte Piercy
Daniel Davies- Daniel Pritchard
Cairns
Charlie Rimmer
Freya Earl
Matthew
Kira Elias
Rylance
Evan Hall
Dominic Senior
Aidan Maloney
Lucas Smith
Lily Tudor

Year 8

Year 9

Rachel BatchKadie Bowden
elor
Jessica Ellis
Lucy Bateman
Ella Natton
Georgia Davey Aislinn Saunders
Jack-Freddie
Sheppard

Year 10
Robyn Barlow
Tia Townley

Christian Values demonstrated within maths
The following students have been nominated by their teachers for
demonstrating Christian values such as endurance for when they
show resilience and others for service to the school during Open
Evening.
Year 7
Melissa-Jo Amis
Naomi Atkinson
Isaac Pendlebury
Tirion Redgrift
Fletcher Wallace

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Alicia Barlow Molly Derbyshire Ciaran Charles
Sam Robinson
Mia Eltaki

Year 11
Olivia Anderson
Emily Whittingham

On Thursday 25th April, we welcomed Year 6 students
from St Michael’s Primary, Fender Primary, Prenton Primary, Overchurch Primary and Woodchurch C of E. The day
was a huge success with students attending four workshops in total, two for English and two for Maths. The feedback from the students was very positive with some excellent feedback from the Primary Teachers also. In Maths
students enjoyed a breakout room where they needed to
solve maths problems in teams to find the combinations to
padlocks to help them escape in a race against the clock.
To improve, students said that they wished they had more
puzzles and stayed longer. The second activity used number patterns to discover the magic of the Golden Ratio hidden within the Fibonacci sequence. Students used their
new found knowledge of this special number to measure
celebrities faces and determine which celebrity had the
most mathematically perfect face.
A big thank you to all students that took part, we wish you
all the best of luck in your SAT tests hope you keep the
same passion for our subject as you showed on your visit.

As the examination season draws ever closer. Preparation for Year 11s is
vital. Over this term students have been given multiple practise papers to
complete as revision, additional Maths Watch tasks have been set. In addition, a revision session is available to the Year 11 cohort on Saturday 18th
May. All pupils will be taking part in an afternoon revision session Monday
20th May in preparation for the first Maths Examination on Tuesday 21st
May.
Any pupils wishing to cram in that extra bit
of revision will be welcome to attend a
breakfast revision club on Tuesday from
8am.
Finally, all students will be given a prediction paper following the first examination to
inform them of the most likely topics to
come up in the second
and third
(calculator) papers.
We wish our pupils every success.

A big thank you to all of the pupils who helped out within Maths for the Year 5 open evening, you were a credit to the School. The night was a tremendous
success and this is only possible because of the hard work from both staff and pupils.
The event was very successful with over 500 people in attendance.
There were many events in the maths corridor
including; higher or lower (not Bruce’s play your cards right); puzzles room; curriculum
area and a Times Tables Rock stars room.

Table Cricket Regional Finals
On 30th April, 7 pupils travelled to Old Trafford Cricket
Ground for the table cricket regional finals. They had
worked very hard as a team to get to this position, and
were all in high spirits. They discussed tactics, and all
supported each other throughout the day, whilst playing against some very strong teams. One of our
standout games was against the overall winners of the
day. It was an extremely close game, with us finishing
2 points ahead of the opposition, who went on to be
the overall winners of the Finals, one of our highlights
of the day!
Another major highlight was a visit from Adam
Hills, the comedian from ‘The Last Leg’, who chatted to the pupils, learning about what sports are
available as part of inclusion, and telling them
about his career, and his love of disability rugby.
All students had a fantastic day, working together
so well, and supporting each other, as well as
showing brilliant sportsmanship towards the opposing teams. We were extremely proud of them.

Tumbling Success
Jess Mennie recently took part in this year’s English finals for
Tumbling, competing against other Regional Champions
from around the country. Jess won the 13-14 years age
group and level, making her the 2019 English Champion.
What a fantastic achievement – well done Jess!
Jess had been unable to compete for two years due to injury
and only properly recommenced her tumbling training in January this year and was almost not entered for the competition due to lack of time to fully prepare. It is a credit to Jess
that, once fit, she has trained for 3-4 times a week (at approx. 2 hours+ per session) to get herself prepared for the
competition and shows what can be achieved when you are
focused and hardworking.
Jess will be competing in the British Semi-Finals (again representing the North West) in June and hopes to achieve a
top 8 finish to qualify for the Finals in July.

Year 7 Trial Exams
Year 7 have shown excellent resilience and endurance throughout their Trial Exams this
term. In MFL they have completed a GCSE style assessment in reading and writing
which they have been preparing for in class. They have shown true dedication and endurance throughout their revision for the exam, which was evident in their final grades.
¡Felicidades, Year 7!
Year 11 Exams
At the start of the summer term Year 11 students completed the first part of their GCSE
exam, the speaking assessment. Students worked hard both in lessons and at home
towards their exams and we hope that their resilience and commitment will be rewarded. ¡Buena suerte!
Students have also been revising and preparing for the Listening, Reading and Writing
exams in French and Spanish which take place over the Summer term. Spanish revision is available for any students who would like further support on Friday after school
in MFL 1, French revision is available on Monday after school. Revision Guides and
Workbooks are available to purchase from the MFL staff base and are a good way to
structure revision. There are lots of free online tools for revision: Quizlet, Memrise and
Duolingo. There are also further revision resources on the VLE.
Year 10 Trial Speaking Exams
Year 10 students will be completing a Trial Speaking exam in the second summer term
which will consist of Photo card, Role Play and General Conversation as per the GCSE
specification. In order to prepare for this, students will start to revise speaking strategies
in class after the half term and they will be expected to memorise a topic from the General Conversation questions.
Homework Club
Are you in Year 7 and 8? Do you need help with vocabulary learning? Do you want fun,
new techniques to improve your vocabulary scores? See Miss Parkinson in MFL 1 on a
Wednesday lunchtime.
Year 5 Open Evening
Thank you to all the helpers that took part in Year 5 Open Evening. The evening was a
great success where Year 5 students learnt about French and Spanish culture, created
Day of the Dead masks and competed to win prizes for vocabulary challenges!
Linguists of the Month

The following students have been nominated by their class teachers for showing outstanding work in MFL.
Thomas Hudson, Nathan Greenop, Lucy Hayes, Sam Jacobs, Tyler Astbury, Faith Parkinson, Elaina Williams, Isla Coverdale, Jack Caldicott, Molly Williams, Hannah Martin,
Latoya Hinchliffe, Liza Naeem, Lacey-Ann Smith, Ava O’Brien, John Casey, Hannah
Beasley, Joseph McLachlan, Jessica Ellis, James Robert, Melissa Jones, Izzy Collier,
Anna Treanor, Charlotte Taylor Reid, Charlotte Cleaver.
Well done to all.

Oaklands Outdoor Centre
Earlier this term, a group of 39 pupils from Years 8 and 9 challenged themselves both
physically and mentally at the Oaklands outdoor centre in Snowdonia, North Wales. They
had the opportunity to take part in some fantastic and unique activities such as rock
climbing, river rafting, gorge walking, mountain hiking, underground mine exploration and
coasteering.
All pupils were pushed out of their comfort zones and loved the adrenaline rush that the
activities offered. Everyone embraced each opportunity and surprised themselves, with
many growing in confidence and improving their self -esteem.

Pupils also enjoyed an evening of Sno-tubing in LLandudno. Pupils demonstrated a
greater understanding of our Christian Value, trust, as they were required to take responsibility for the safety of others and for themselves, which led to them encouraging each
other to succeed. A great week was had by all, well done everybody!
Mr Hulse, Miss Quigley, Mr Magill and Mr Jones

As part of their Careers and Guidance education, over 60 Year 10 pupils visited Cheshire College's Ellesmere Port campus to experience a variety of different taster sessions.
All pupils thoroughly enjoyed each of the sessions. The college lecturers were extremely pleased with all pupils, as each demonstrated high levels of resilience to all tasks,
even if they had no previous experience. Pupils engaged in sessions such as construction, hospitality and catering, performing arts, travel and tourism, and beauty. A great
day was had by all!

ECO MATTERS… LOCAL WILDLIFE
The RSPB have released the results of this year’s Big Garden Birdwatch and so the Eco
Committee were able to compare the results to the observations they made during their
own Birdwatch. The following birds were the most commonly seen on the area around
the Woodchurch farm:

Blackbird, Magpie, Feral Pigeon, Crow, Starling, Robin, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Pied
Wagtail and Blue Finch.
The national top 10 removed our Greenfinch, Feral Pigeon, Crow and Wagtail for the inclusion of the Sparrow, Great Tit, Chaffinch and Wood Pigeon.

We have been known to have some rarer visitors such as the Bull Finch and a Sparrowhawk, (shown below), so you’ll have to see if you can spot them out and about in the local area. It’s great to have so many birds in this vicinity and illustrates that our local ecosystems are in good health.

Cleaning up the local area!
Living in a highly populated area like this often means that there can be a build of litter
and with Litter and Waste being two of the main categories that the Eco Group are concentrating on this year they felt they needed to do something about it. So, they gathered
a mountain of bin bags and collected their extendable litter pickers and headed off into
the areas directly around the school!
Groups from years 7, 8 and 9 went along the
streets, down public footpaths, through underpasses, up to bus stops and around nearby
green spaces gathering everything they could.
There was a huge array of items from glass and
plastic bottles, take away boxes, sweet wrappers
and drinks cartons and each group managed to
fill at least 15 bin bags in just over an hour! Of
course it's a pity that a clean up like this is necessary and we hope that our efforts out in the
community will help to inspire people to dispose
of their rubbish more carefully and help to keep
their local area more pleasant and litter free.
A big bonus though was the number of crisp
packets we were able to collect to support our
work for the Never Forget Elephant Appeal. One
manufacturer is recycling crisp packets and donating the money to the Elephant Fund so if anyone wants to collect their waste crisp packets
then please feel free to bring them in and donate
them to us - I have a big green Elephant letter
box for collecting all the crisp packets that we
can.
A big thank you to all those pupils that went out
and picked up so much litter.

Pupils from all year groups have been working really hard
to raise funds for a chosen charities this year. The pupils
have been involved in cake sales, guess the sweets in the
jar, movie shows and even a cross bar challenge. The Interact Team, on behalf of the Mayor’s charities, chose the
Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) for the school to
help and support.
The school was invited again to the Mayor’s Special Charities Event at Wallasey Town Hall to celebrate the outstanding fund raising achievements of all parties involved.
It was also an opportunity for members of the Interact
Team, Faye Caton (Year 10) and Ben Stanton (Year 8), to
pass over a cheque for £700 to representatives from the
RNLI. It was an excellent evening and both Faye and Ben
represented the school impeccably. Well done.

The year 9 pupils have all started collecting evidence for the volunteering, physical and
skills. Evidence can be photographs, short films, diary or an ongoing log, these need to
be uploaded to the DofE website
We have also started training by looking at navigation, kit and how to cook on expedition
with pupils enjoying the food! Kit lists have been sent out along with suggestions on
where to buy and what to look for.

Following on from the successful introduction of the School Bag
in September 2017, Woodchurch High is introducing the Woodchurch Coat from September 2019.
Following the banning of certain expensive coats in January
2019, groups have pupils have been involved in designing the
coats that they would like to wear in school. We have worked
closely with a coat manufacturer and they have produced two
different designs for pupils to choose from.

In order to make the coats wearable outside of school, there is
no Woodchurch logo on them. The only identifying mark is the
Woodchurch “W” on the zip.
There are two designs for the pupils to choose from, a puffa
style jacket and a regatta style jacks with a fleece lining.
The coats are £20 and £21 and are available from Design &
Stich, Tarran Way in Moreton.
To support parents in carers in making these coats easily
available, Design & Stitch will be in school on Tuesday 25th
and Thursday 27th June from 4.30 pm—6.30 pm. There is
no need to book an appointment—just turn up.

Friday 24th May 2019

School closes 3.15 pm for Half Term

Monday 27th—Friday 31st May 2019

Half Term

Monday 3rd June 2019

School re-opens to all pupils

Monday 10th June 2019

PTA Meeting

Saturday 15th June 2019

School Summer Fair—12.00 noon—3.00 pm

Tuesday 25th June 2019

Design & Stich Shop 4.30—6.30 pm

Thursday 27th June 2019

Year 11 Awards/Leavers’ Assembly (9.15 am)
Design & Stich Shop 4.30—6.30 pm

Thursday 4th July 2019

Year 11 Prom

Tuesday 9th July 2019

Archbishop of York Awards (1.30 pm)

Wednesday 10th July 2019

Year 6 Induction Day

Tuesday 16th July 2019

Year 7—10 Awards (9.15 am)

Thursday 18th July 2019

Positive Behaviour Trips Day

Friday 19th July 2019

School closes for Summer Break (3.15 pm)

Monday 2nd September 2019

Staff Development Day

Tuesday 3rd September 2019

School re-opens to all pupils

