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“Just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
we too may live a new life.”

Romans 6:4

As part of the Archbishop of York Award, 8XN visited Birkenhead’s Pyramid Centre distributing “Happy Easter” cards to
members of the public. This Random Act of Kindness brought
pleasure and joy to people who were delighted to receive this
thoughtful gesture.
Congratulations to Hannah Robertson, 10XN, for designing the
card.
Our Easter assemblies were led by Rt Rev Keith Sinclair, Bishop of Birkenhead, who brought a message of Hope through
the Resurrection of Christ. Ben Stanton and Hannah Robertson, Christian Value Reps, read from the Gospel of John and
the school band and Sing Squad provided uplifting music.
Connor (Year 7) was pleased to present Bishop Keith with a
gift box from the school farm.
At the end of term we will be very sad to say goodbye to Mrs
Linda Crick. After 12 years at Woodchurch High School
working as SEND Manager, supporting our most vulnerable
pupils, Mrs Crick is retiring. She has made a difference to so
many children’s lives with her outstanding support and care.
We wish her every happiness for her retirement.
Mr Dickenson will also be leaving us after almost 20 years
teaching English and Media. He will be greatly missed and we
hope he is successful in his new role closer to home.
We also say farewell to Miss Nixon, Teaching Assistant, who is moving on to pastures
new, and Mrs Marchbank, Food Technology Technician, who is retiring. We thank
them both for their service to Woodchurch High School and wish them all the best for
the future.

Year 7
This half-term, Year 7 have been learning how to write
speeches as well as formal and informal letters. Pupils have
created passionate and impressive pieces of work, covering
a range of topics. Examples of these topics include: politics,
education, the environment, religion and the importance of
our Christian Values. It has been a pleasure to see our Year
7 pupils engaged and passionate during a series of debates
regarding issues that impact on their lives.
This learning has been extended for some pupils who have
been attending First News Club with Mrs Goaten; pupils
who attend this club have been enjoying developing their
knowledge of our world whilst practising their debating
skills. Pupils have enjoyed getting involved with current
news and politics. Together, we explore the First News Newspaper and read the stories
that interest us before spending time discussing, debating and sharing our opinions.
Year 7 and Year 8 pupils have also spent time writing their own news stories on topics
that they are passionate about, anything from world news to entertainment news.

The Creative Writing Club have been creating entry competitions for a narrative writing
competition which asks them to tell an engaging story in under one hundred words. It
has been quite a challenge and some scary responses have been created (due to the
zombie apocalypse theme).
Midnight Beast
Your black, deep fur
Swaying in the moonlight
Leaping across the forest to hunt
For your wife, for your children
Your black, deep fur
Shining in the moonlight
Dashing to escape the predator
To get to your wife, to get to your children
Your black, deep fur
Glistening in the moonlight
Safe back home
With your wife, with your children.
Evie Kelly, 7XN
Year 8

This half term, Year 8 have been continuing to explore the theme of 'Parent and Child Relationships',
this time focused on the well-known Shakespeare play
Much Ado About Nothing.
Pupils have enjoyed reading key extracts from the
play and watching clips from the film to support their
learning. For some pupils, this was their first experience of Shakespearean language and they have approached it with confidence and enthusiasm. Pupils
have got to know key characters and their relationships, know the plot well as well as justifying their
opinions by making reference to the text.
Despite Shakespeare often being a challenge for pupils, Year 8 have shown a real interest for this topic and demonstrated high levels of endurance when trying to analyse unseen extracts. They have used their knowledge of
characters to help them understand key scenes and have been keen to improve their
extended writing skills, using the PLC to support them.
In addition to this, and in accordance with World Poetry Day, some pupils were keen to
carry on with their fantastic work on poetry. Some pupils even wrote their own beautiful
poetry focused on the theme of relationships.
Pupils have completed their Shakespeare assessment and are ready to begin the new
topic of 'Conflict and Class' through the exploration of the Willy Russell play "Blood
Brothers".

Isabella Martin, 8YN

Olivia Stephenson, 8YZ

Year 9
This term, Year 9 have had the pleasure of studying Dickens' esteemed novella, A Christmas Carol. This was a
lovely way to start January and feed
the Christmas blues!
As you may know, Year 9 will study
two of our GCSE set texts this year to
prepare them for their English Literature GCSE. This will be their only opportunity to read the full text in class as
we will revisit them in Years 10 and 11,
but with the expectation they already
have a secure knowledge of the plot
and characters. Pupils can buy their
own copy of any of the GCSE set texts from Miss Barney in the English Staff Base. This
is highly recommended so pupils can annotate their own copies with notes to support
them further in Key Stage 4.
Pupils will be given an extract from any part of the novella for their Literature Component
2 exam with a focus on a specific theme or character. Pupils will need to feel confident
to write about the presentation of that theme or character in the extract and the novella
as a whole.
To complement our study of the novella, we have been discussing our school Christian
Value: Compassion. Something we could all agree Scrooge needs to show a bit more of!
Pupils have looked at this theme in the novella, but also examined how well we, as a
21st century society, demonstrate this value. Pupils have practised a range of non-fiction
writing styles, as per their Language Component 2 GCSE, ranging from articles to formal
letters. We've considered current global issues and our response to these and put our
passion for these issues into speeches to MPs and letters to local councillors.
During the Summer term, pupils will study
Shakespeare's Scottish play:
Macbeth. Pupils should endeavour to get
their own copy of the play to enable them to
make pertinent analysis as we study it in
class.

Year 10
This half-term, Year 10 have continued to study Macbeth alongside the Eduqas Poetry
Anthology for their Trial Exams. The English department have been pleased with the
results of these Trial Exams and the pupils are showing a clear understanding of
both Macbeth and the Poetry. Throughout responses, pupils were demonstrating their
use of inference and also their enthusiasm about Macbeth in particular. Pupils are currently still focusing on the Scottish play, to ensure that their knowledge of plot, characters and exam technique is sound before the revision period in Year 11.
Moving forward, Year 10 will be focusing on An Inspector Calls and A Christmas Carol which the English department are excited to teach again. The pupils have studied
these texts in depth in Year 9 and therefore, are looking forward to revising these texts
with new ideas and that all-important exam technique! Pupils have been told a lot this
half-term that English is a ‘maturity’ subject and so it will be interesting to see if their
opinions and understanding of characters are different now that they are a year older.
Soon, Year 10 will find themselves the eldest in the school, with the final year of their
time at Woodchurch clearly in their sights. In preparation for this, there will be specific,
tailored revision sessions on Tuesdays after school with Miss Barney. This provision
has been created following pupil feedback and the conscientious attitude we are seeing
from Year 10 following their trial exams. The sessions will start by covering the Anthology poems in chronological order.

Year 11
As we highlighted last term, Year 11 are about to enter their final few weeks of school before their final exams. There has been lots of revision opportunities for pupils in Year 11,
and these are about to get a whole lot more serious!
It is fantastic to see so many Year 11 pupils descending on the English corridor on Thursdays after school for their revision sessions. Whether it’s for contracted DTT or for general revision, it is clear that pupils are getting the message that now is the last chance to
get into good habits for revision.
Data for Year 11 indicates that the majority of pupils are on track to
succeed which only happens with hard work from pupils and staff.
As ever, staff are continually happy to help with revision: there will
be changes to Thursday evening DTT after the break where pupils
will be with their class teachers who know their strengths and weaknesses inside out; the general revision sessions on a Thursday
evening will continue write until the final exams; class teachers will
be offering revision sessions on various days after school and during lunchtimes; and there will be days in the second week of the Easter holidays where
staff will be in school to serve extra revision for Language and Literature.
Time is of the essence now, Year 11, but it is not too late for those independent revision
habits to get into full swing. The VLE offers a whole host of revision resources (for free!)
which has been demonstrated to pupils. Miss Barney or your class teacher will be delighted to show you how to do this again. Revision resources are available to buy from the
English staff base.
Our final tips would be:





Reread your GCSE texts – Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls, The
Poetry Anthology
Ensure you are clear with the formats for non-fiction texts which are all outlined in
the Woodchurch Literacy book.
Practise writing responses – your proactivity will be welcomed by teachers and
they will be glad to look at your work with you.
Make flash cards for the following:
Anthology poems (Context/themes/language/poets’ messages)
Key characters in texts
Key themes in texts
Contexts of each text
SPaG rules
Literary techniques and their effects

In February, the Media department
went out on a trip to London. Pupils
spent their first day in the Harry Potter
Tour at the Warner Brothers Studio before going to see The Lion
King in the West End. The next day,
pupils watched a short film in the biggest IMAX screen in the country before going over to the BBFC to learn
about how films were regulated and
rated. The trip was a huge success
and pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed it!
On the 26th March, Year 11 completed a
Walk Through Mock for Media Studies. Pupils spent two hours revising key content of
the subject before they completed a Mock
Exam. The Media department were really
pleased with how engaged the children
were and their reaction to this session. The
Mock Exam results are promising and
demonstrate the impact this session has
had on their progress.

World Book Day 2019
On 7th March this year, Woodchurch celebrated
World Book Day which was fantastic for both pupils and staff! In their English lessons, pupils in all
year groups looked at the power of books and
how reading can support them both morally and
academically.
Pupils looked at inspirational works such as: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee which revolutionised the way race issues were dealt with in America; The Diary of a Young Girl by
Anne Frank which brought to light the horrific dealings of
Jewish people during the holocaust; The Handmaid’s Tale by
Margaret Atwood and Nineteen-Eighty-Four by George Orwell and how these gained momentum with the inauguration
of the current POTUS.
Staff were encouraged to share their favourite books with the pupils to encourage a
culture of reading. It’s important that pupils see reading as a hobby, something for
pleasure and enrichment and not just something they’re told to do in school.
The staff choices covered a whole host of genres and formats so pupils had plenty to
be inspired by! Some examples were:














Ms Astbury – Lord of the Flies by William
Golding
Rev Bannon – The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
Miss Barney – The Lord of the Rings by
JRR Tolkien
Mrs Bateman – Her Benny by Silas
Hocking
Mr Bowman – The Grapes of Wrath by
John Steinbeck
Mrs Brown – Lost Girls by Kim Stone
Mr Caine – The Ragged Trousered
Philanthropist by Robert Tressell
Ms Calder – The Kite Runner by Khaled
Hosseini
Mr Cartledge – Arthur Dove: A Reassessment
Mrs Cartledge – Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
Mr Craige – Remote Control – Andy
McNab
Mr Dunbar – Die Trying by Lee Child
Mr Dutfield – The Crocodile Hunter by
Steve and Terri Irwin
















Mrs Dutfield – Misery by Stephen King
Mrs Eves – Us by David Nichols
Mr Gardner – Mythos by Stephen Fry
Mrs Goaten – Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by JK Rowling
Miss Griffiths – Great Expectations by
Charles Dickens
Miss Hough – The Five People You Meet
in Heaven – Mitch Albom
Mrs Hulse – Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
Mr Jones – Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh
Miss Jones – Great Expectations by
Charles Dickens
Mrs Jones – Inferno by Dan Brown
Mrs Jones – A Thousand Splendid Suns
by Khaled Hosseini
Mrs Langcake – Of Mice and Men by
John Steinbeck
Mrs Leahey – Still Alice by Lisa Genova
Mr O’Neill – The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson













Miss Parkinson -– The Time Traveller’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger
Mr Philcock – The Rise and Fall of
the Dinosaurs by Steve Brusatte
Mrs Rafferty – Charlotte Gray by Sebastian Faulkes
Mr Roberts – Catch 22 by Joseph
Heller
Mr Sanchez – Where the Wild Things
Are by Maurice Sendak
Miss Scott – My Sister’s Keeper by
Jodi Picoult
Mrs Sharp – Killing Floor by Lee
Child
Miss Sherlock – Providence by Jamie
McGuire
Miss Shevlin – Keeping Faith by Jodi
Picouls
Mrs Simpson – Circle of Friends by
Maeve Binchy
Miss Simmons – The Gender Game
by Bella Forrest













Miss Smethhurst – The Book Thief by
Markus Zusak
Mr Smith – And Then There Were None
by Agatha Christie
Mrs Smith – Flowers in the Attic by VC
Andrews
Miss Stockley – It by Stephen King
Miss Sykes – All My Sons by Arthur Miller
Mr Timms – The Great Gatsby – F Scott
Fitzgerald
Mr Warren – Birdsong by Sebastian
Faulkes
Mr Wilcoxson – Nineteen Eighty-Four by
George Orwell
Mr Williams – All Quiet on the Western
Front by Erich Maria Remarque
Mrs Wilson – Jane Eyre by Charlotee
Bronte
Mr Woods – Before I Go To Sleep by SJ
Watson

Evidently, the staff at Woodchurch are very passionate about reading, and from this list
it is clear that we can help you to find the right book for you! As you think about completing The Woodchurch 1000 challenge, remember support is available from any teacher
in any subject!
Book Club
Book Club has recently changed their meeting time to Tuesday lunchtimes in English 7
with Ms Calder. Here, pupils have been reading The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time by Mark Haddon. This is a story of mystery, uncertainty and dysfunction as
we follow 15 year-old Christopher on his journey to discover the solution to the mysterious death of his neighbour’s dog. On the way, secrets about his own family are unveiled… Don’t worry if you want to join but are concerned about joining half-way
through; Book Club will be happy to have you and help you to catch up!

This academic year, pupils have been set a challenge to read 10 books independently.
Already, many pupils are rising to this challenge and we are well on our way to smashing our whole school target of 1,000 books!
We will update pupils and parents with our next total in the first week back after the
Easter break!
Of course, there were individual prizes as well. At the end of
term, we celebrated the reading successes across the year
groups with a trip to a local coffee shop where pupils were
treated to a hot drink and a chance to wind down after a difficult first term by having quiet reading time. Ms Calder and
Miss Edwards were both delighted with the pupils, and were
pleased to hear that the staff thought that every pupil was
respectful and displayed outstanding manners. You were a
credit to Woodchurch High School!
Of course, we still have 2 terms to go! The next prize
draw will be the first week back after the Easter Holidays.
Who will sweep up the places on the next trip for the most
books read? Which form in your year group will seize the
title trophy? And, most importantly, who will be the top
reader in the school for the year, to be announced before
the summer? All to have to do to contribute is read and
jot down your total books read in the back of your Literacy
Book.
We have until the end of the year to reach our target so keep reading! Remember to
speak to your English teacher or your form tutor about getting yourself a book to read.
We were very lucky to have had the Scholastic Book Fair visiting school in February,
and it was clear that many pupils took advantage of this.
Remember, there’s no such thing as someone who doesn’t like reading, only people
who haven’t found the right book yet!
At Woodchurch High School, we encourage reading for pleasure for a variety of reasons. A few of them are outlined below:

Reading is a guaranteed way to ensure success at GCSE and beyond. Children
who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in Maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who
read less regularly.

In England and Northern Ireland the median hourly wage of workers with the
highest levels of literacy is 94% higher than for workers who have the lowest levels of literacy.

Research shows that reading for pleasure can reduce the symptoms of depression, build empathy and help us build relationships with others.

Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational success than their socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).

There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading
for pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development
(cited in Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

Year 9
This half term Year 9 have started
their first devised piece as part of their
preparation for Component 1 of their
GCSE. Pupils have been given various stimuli based on thousands of disappearances that happened during
Argentinian’s Dirty War. Pupils have
explored political ideas, including
peaceful protest and have focused on
developing key skills, such as: hotseating, narration and thoughttracking to tell stories of hostages and
their families.
We are looking forward to seeing their final performances at the end of the Summer
Term.
Year 10
Following success in their exams at the start of this half term,
Year 10 have started Component 1 of their GCSE. They were
given the stimuli of War and Conflict to begin developing ideas
and, so far, they’ve been working really hard to develop their
performances and portfolios.
Well Done Year 10!
Year 11
Year 11 have been working incredibly hard this halfterm, they all performed excellently during their Component 2 exam in March and are now working tirelessly to prepare for their Component 3 exam in May. Pupils have continued with the study of J.B. Priestley’s
An Inspector Calls and are focusing on different perspectives within the theatre, including: performers, directors and designers. We are all really looking forward to the Summer Residential at the end of April,
where we will continue with this work at Galn-Llyn in
Wales.

Annie the Musical!
On Wednesday 27th March, Miss Jones, Ms Calder
and Miss Edwards took a group of thirty pupils to
Chester’s Storyhouse Theatre to see the West-End
tour of Annie the Musical! The show starred
Eastenders’ star Anita Dobson and our pupils were in
awe of the actors, set and costume! There was a
clear star of the show though, Annie’s dog Sandy,
and who wowed the audience with tricks throughout
the show.
We already can’t wait for our next big theatre trip to
see Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables!

GCSE - Year 11 revision is available every Tuesday after school in Hum 5 and
Wednesday in Hum 4.
Paper 1 21st May PM
Paper 2 5th June PM
Paper 3 13th June AM
In Geography, Year 7 are completing a new unit looking at Africa. They have studied
misconceptions of Africa as a poor undeveloped continent, looked at the culture of different tribes and how climate differs in the continent. Pupils have also looked at the
tourism industry in Kenya and evaluated if it is a good tool for development.

Year 8 pupils have been studying at Rivers. In this unit pupils have looked at how
rivers shape the landscape and the importance of flood defences.
Both Year 9 groups did very well in their Ecosystem exam. They have developed their
extended written answers and form judgments on the management of the tropical rainforest and on the effectiveness of stopping desertification.
Year 10 are looking at the UK economy and how The UK trade relationship with
the world is changing and the impact of Brexit.

Year 11 pupils have now completed their in class revision on the Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939 unit, and have taken a Trial Exam on this topic. Revision has now
begun on the Elizabethan Age, 1558 – 1603 unit.
Many Year 11 pupils are continuing to receive additional help with their preparation for
the exams, and these sessions are available to all pupils. Independent work and revision
can also be undertaken at Saturday College, which is now up and running following the
Christmas break.
Important dates –
Year 10 Trial Exams – Health and Medicine Through Time and Germany, 1918 - 1939
Week beginning Monday 4th March – Friday 15th March 2019
Year 11 History Walk Through Mock
Wednesday 3rd April (morning) 2019
Current and upcoming topics: all years
Year 7 pupils are currently studying different aspects of life in medieval times; medieval towns, law and order, the murder of Thomas Becket, medieval medicine and the
Black Death.
Year 8 pupils are following a depth study on World War One. Topics include the
causes of the war, conditions in the trenches, how the war brought about medical developments and the role of women during the war.
Year 9 pupils are continuing their Health and Medicine Through Time unit, looking
at advances in medical knowledge and developments in patient care and public health
over the last 1,500 years.
Year 10 pupils are continuing their study of the Elizabethan Age 1558 – 1603. Topics include Elizabeth’s problems with religion and the threats posed by the Catholics
(Mary, Queen of Scots and the Spanish Armada) and the extreme Protestant group, the
Puritans.
Fun Fact!
The first alarm clocks? To help people get to work on time, until the 1920s, there was a
profession called 'knocker-up', which involved going from house to house and tapping on
their windows (or banging on their doors) with long sticks until they woke.

A Chester University lecturer, Dr James Holt, came into school to deliver a session focussed on the importance of RS and how RS can help with routes into further education. During the session, students participated in discussions about the value and importance of RS within the modern day world. Pupil feedback showed that pupils valued
this session and gained a wider understanding of how the study of RS contributes to a
tolerant and accepting society as well as assisting them with routes into further education.
Year 11 Revision
Wednesday in Hum 1 and Thursday Lunch time – general revision
Monday lunch aiming for grade 9 hum 1
Exam dates
Paper 1 Philosophy and ethics Monday 13th May PM
Paper 2 Christianity Monday 29th May PM
Paper 3 Judaism Thursday 23rd May PM

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Koby Abbot
Elena Jones
Esme Yates
Larissa Yates

Jay Herbert
Chloe Martin
Sadie Ormond

Megan Bell
Joseph McLachlan
Callum Simmons
Dylan Williams

Charlie Lang
Lewis Fryer
Alex Naylor
Lorenzo Saccucci

Charlie Deary
Daisy Ellison
Nathan Morton
Joshua Newman
Megan Smith

Year 11 students have the
opportunity to practice GCSE
sample exam questions or
get some
additional support with their
revision.

GCSE revision will
begin again after Easter
for all year 11
All students are
welcome to make use of
the ICT facilities in the
Maths
department and get a
head start on their homework or do some revision
with the assistance of a
member of the Maths
faculty

Times tables championships
Current results:
In half term 3 - In year 7, 118 pupils improved their test scores from test 2 to 3 and 16
pupils managed to achieve Champions league status which means they scored an incredible 200/200 on the most recent test. This has improved from 11 pupils last time.
In year 8, 115 pupils improved their test scores and 31 pupils managed to achieve
Champions League status (this was only 4 pupils at the start of year 7).
Below is a table showing the fastest 3 year 7 students in the Champions League Table.

In addition, here are the fastest 3 students in year 8 from the Champions League Table.

A group of 4 pupils, two from Year 8 and two from Year 9 represented Woodchurch High School at a United Kingdom Mathematics Trust team challenge at Birkenhead School. They were
selected due to their high attainment in Maths lessons so far this
year. They were Aaron Wild, Joseph McLachlan, Hannah Martin
and Callum Stratton (pictured).

They competed on some extremely challenging questions
against schools from all across the county. Their teamwork was
exemplary and they did the school proud.
An example of the difficulty of question that they were attempting. Very
difficult. If any pupils can answer it,
bring it to Mr Camsell for an IRIS
point!
Well done guys!

Year 11 Walking Talking Mock
In March, Year 11 students have sat 3 GCSE papers in the style of a Walking Talking
Mock. This allows students time to try each question and then mark them immediately
following a teacher demonstration. Students can then add up their totals to get their
grade.
This was very successful with teachers available to mark answers instantly lots of students achieved a grade or higher.
Students should now be using their exemplar answers to revise for any gaps in their
knowledge.

Year 10 Trial Exams
Year 10 showed great dedication during their preparation for the Trial Exams which took
place at the start of the half term. They completed an exam in each skill area; reading,
listening, writing and speaking. They have shown resilience and endurance which will
help them as they continue to prepare for their GCSEs next year.
Year 7 Speaking Assessments
This half term, Year 7 students have been preparing for a speaking assessment on the
topic of ‘Me, My Family and Friends’. They have worked extremely hard to prepare and
this was evident in their performance. They are clearly starting to develop tools to help
them memorise vocabulary and sentences in a foreign language which is very promising
for their future in MFL. Well done Year 7!
Year 11 Revision
Year 11 are continuing to work hard in the lead up to their GCSEs. Over the Easter holidays students should be revising for their speaking assessment which will take place
during the week commencing 29th April. They should look over their General Conversation questions and flashcards to help them prepare for this exam. There will be revision
sessions over the Easter holidays and students can currently sign up for a mock speaking exam with their teacher.
Spanish revision is also available for any students who would like further support on Friday after school in MFL 1, French revision is available on Monday. Revision Guides and
Workbooks are available to purchase from the MFL staff base and are a good way to
structure revision. There are lots of free online tools for revision: Quizlet, Memrise and
Duolingo. There is also further revision resources on the VLE.
Premier League

Year 8 boys have continued to take part in the MFL premier league. Students compete
to see who can learn the most words each week. The students have been working hard
and are currently head to head with equal points. The winning team will receive a prize
at the end of the term. Vocabulary champions so far this term have been: Daniel Perry
and Tyler Hallas. ¡Felicidades!
Homework Club
Are you in Year 7 and 8? Do you need help with vocabulary learning? Do you want fun,
new techniques to improve your vocabulary scores? See Miss Parkinson in MFL 1 on a
Wednesday lunchtime.

Linguists of the Month
The following students have been nominated by their class teachers for showing outstanding work in MFL :
Melissa Jo Amis
Evie Barker
Lewis Bimpson

Alfie Chesters
Olivia Edwards
Joshua Gann

Lexie Bordessa
Millie Davies
Lily Hayes
Grace Hornby
Aidan Maloney

Ava Jones
Olivia Jones
Ewan Kotz
Chloe Martin
Cody Prendergast-Cooke

Ava O’Brien
Sam Worral
Mollie-Mae Bates
Mollie Derbyshire

William Wright
Lois Makin
Kathryn Sheard
Thomas Smith

Jessica Ellis
Ellie Harper
James Roberts
Aislinn Saunders
Maisie Tsoi
Aaron Wild
Fletcher Wallace
Jacob Bell
Chloe Martin

Alex Sherlock
Matthew Davies
Kuba Walczak
Anna Treanor
Charlotte Taylor-Reid
Tasha Mansell
Ellie-Mae Boyd
Maisie Bolton
Lucy Banks

Thomas Tolley

Thomas Hudson

Year 7 and 8 Netball
The Year 7&8s took part in the Wirral Schools netball
tournament on 21st March. Although they weren’t
placed, they all played brilliantly and developed their skill
level as the day and games progressed. They were all
excellent ambassadors for the school.

Ski Trip 2020
Following another successful ski trip in February, pupils currently in Years 7-9 are advised to see Miss Rapple in PE if they would like to take part in the February 2020 trip.
Table Cricket
On Thursday 28th February 2019 seven pupils from Woodchurch participated in a Merseyside table cricket tournament. The team hadn’t played table cricket before and improved with every game all said they had enjoyed the tournament and they became
more confident as the day went on. Woodchurch went on to make the final and were
captained by Finlay Whitehead. Woodchurch were victorious in a closely fought game
winning by 269 runs to 259. The team were very happy and more so when they realised that victory meant they would now go through to represent Merseyside in a regional final to be played at old Trafford in Manchester. The Woodchurch team was made
up of Zak Brown Griffiths, Sonny New Dilworth, Herb Glover, Sophie Ward, Finlay
Whitehead, Teo Galtress, Jenson Hughes.

Merseyside Secondary Schools Panathlon challenge - 14th March 2019
Woodchurch pupils took part in the Merseyside
schools annual panathlon challenge again this
year. The school represented the Wirral, competing against 9 schools who were representing
each of the local authorities; Wirral, Liverpool,
St Helens, Halton, Sefton and Knowsley. It was
a very competitive, action packed day of multi
sports including table tennis, football, paddle
ball, table cricket, and sports hall athletics.
Woodchurch came second, narrowly losing out
to Liverpool. It was a great day of competitive
sport for all pupils that took part. A trophy and
medals where presented by Nathan Maguire, a
paralympian wheelchair racer, who then chatted to the pupils about his array of medals.

Unified Football with Liverpool Football Club Academy
Woodchurch High School has been lucky
enough to benefit from LFC’s Unified Football
programme. Each Monday two coaches from
the Academy came in to coach 25 of our pupils.
These students were selected from a range of
abilities, with the aim that they would be playing
with students who they wouldn’t usually mix
with.
All of the students learnt a lot from the sessions,
not just new football skills, but also how to work
as a team, the importance of tolerance and resilience, and that every team member is important, regardless of ability. All students enjoyed the sessions, and gained a lot of confidence.
At the end of the block of sessions, Woodchurch hosted a tournament for the three Wirral schools who had received training with LFC Academy; Woodchurch, Ridgeway and
Claremount. There were nine teams attending from these three schools, and the top
three teams at the end of this tournament were to go through to the next tournament at
the LFC training ground in Kirkby.
Our teams worked together very well, they learnt a lot about teamwork and encouraging
others. One of our teams managed to get into the top three, and so went through to the
next tournament. We attended the tournament in Kirkby on the wettest and coldest day
of the year so far. Our team showed a lot of resilience, whilst playing against many other
teams, some of whom had been playing together for a long time. Against all odds they
managed to score some fantastic goals, and all had a great day. Well done Woodchurch!

NEW ECO LOGO
With conservation issues constantly evolving the Eco Committee felt it was time that
the way they were presented in public also needed to change. After a discussion, they
decided the best way to do this was by updating their logo and felt that the most suitable people to come up with a new design were our own pupils. So they decided to hold
an art competition and give everyone the opportunity to submit their
ideas.
The requirements for the new logo were minimal to encourage pupils
to be as creative as possible. The logo needed to be simple, work well
in colour or black and white, contain the term Eco Reps and represent
the environmental ideals that Woodchurch stands for. We are very fortunate here at Woodchurch to have an Art Department that does a lot
of work on Art Graphics and most of the competition entrants came
from the group that are studying it. The standard submitted was very
high and illustrated the passion that people feel about our Eco work.
In the end though, there was one entrant that stood out from all the rest and that belonged to Alex Martin in Year 10. As you can see, her logo design incorporated a blue
water droplet, a green leaf, a flower and most ingeniously the flower was drawn in the
shape of an animal paw print. Not only was design simple and eye catching but effectively highlighted the school’s support for the Environment. Therefore, Alex was pronounced the winner, and as well as receiving a £10 voucher she was presented with a
framed version of her work. She should be very proud of producing such a creative
piece of work and it will now be used on any letters, certificates, presentations and
emails connected to the Eco Committee.

TO BE ‘FAIR’, WE ALL LOVE A GOOD CAKE!
The beginning of March brought a global celebration of
Fairtrade. Fairtrade is a belief that farmers in developing
countries should be paid a decent price for the products
they produce like chocolate, bananas and tea and are
not exploited by rich supermarket chains. Pupils were
introduced to this concept by learning about it in form
time and seeing it in action in the school canteen where
all the desserts that week were made using Fairtrade
ingredients.
The Eco Committee felt that was enough though and that pupils should have the
chance to buy and cook with Fairtrade ingredients themselves. Therefore, they devised
a Fairtrade Bake a Cake Competition and press-ganged the Food Tech Department
into helping them!
We expected some interest as cooking is such a popular subject but we were overwhelmed by the response and had to
extend the competition to run over two nights. On both occasions, the two cooking rooms were full of culinary chaos.
There was icing sugar, chocolate, butter cream, more chocolate, fancy decorations, and even more chocolate. It was
amazing to see the amount of enthusiasm and creativity on
display. Ms Phillips took a lot of time out of her busy schedule
to come down and judge both competitions. She spent a long
time examining and tasting each entrant as there was such
an array of colours, styles and flavours on offer.

It was a very tough decision but the winners of the Year 7
competition were Maisy Gilmer and Brooke Royal with their
Chocolate KitKat cake that exploded with Smarties when you
cut into it. The Year 8 winners being Ella Dooley and Ruby
Ashman, who produced a truly original Biscoff cake that everyone wanted a piece of. However, in the Year 8 competition
we had to introduce a separate ‘Cup Cake’ category because
of the number and standard of cup-cakes entered and this
was won by Lexie Oakes who has found a new skill and passion. Well done to everyone who competed and a special
thank you to the Food Tech team who made it all possible.

Wildlife Garden
For several weeks the Eco Committee have been
preparing to transform a little used area on the farm
into a Wild Flower Meadow and Small Animal Garden. To help gather everything they needed they
approached all sorts of different people. They
spoke to the Countryside Rangers in Royden Park
who agreed to help them out by donating a large
amount of wood, logs, paving stones and wood
chippings. They were given ceramic pots by the
school craft club, some lovely apple trees by the
farm and secured the constructive services of Mr
O’Neill in Technology. Mr O’Neill ran a club after
school where the pupils built animal houses including the world’s most deluxe hedgehog house.

The PTA also lent a hand and donated £150 so they were able to buy lots of plants to
help get the Wildlife Garden established before all the seeds start to bloom. A beautiful
bird bath was also sculpted, glazed in natural colours and donated by our resident potter Mrs Dutfield.
When the day came, the Committee were eager to get stuck in and it wasn’t long before
the long strip of weed ridden grass had been dug over and aerated. While some were
digging, others were making seed bombs and designing bird stencils for the nearby windows. The
idea of the garden is to attract more insects and
bees and then small animals like birds, frogs,
toads, and hedgehogs. So once the area was prepared the pupils set to work adding wildflower
seeds and butterfly plants around the freshly planted apple trees. That area also included a bumble
bee house that was dug into the ground and we
hope will soon be occupied by our favourite pollinators. Along with the wildflowers, a raised bedding area was made by Mr O’Neill and his team
and filled with plants that flower at all different
times of year so there should always be something lovely to look at in there.
They then added a pond, taking care to include a wildlife bridge to enable anything that
might fall in to be able to climb out. Toad Abodes were also included to provide accommodation for amphibians, a log pile was installed to create a home for all kinds of
creepy crawlies, and the hedgehog house, or should I say mansion, was given a prime
south facing spot. And there’s still lots that we intend to add to the area as time goes
on. Hopefully, by the time the summer is in full swing we should have attracted a vast
array of new visitors to our site and given the entire school a great opportunity to see a
wider variety of biodiversity.

The Year 9 pupils have all started collecting evidence for the volunteering, physical and
skills. Evidence can be photographs, short films, diary or an ongoing log, these need to
be uploaded to the E DofE website.
Support is available in Humanities 4 every Friday lunch time with our meetings held on
Tuesday evening after school. Pupils are reminded that attendance is compulsory and
failing to attend will result in the pupil being unable to go on expedition in the summer
term.

Friday 5th April 2019

Close for Spring Break

Monday 8th April—
Monday 22nd April 2019

Spring Break (including Easter Weekend)

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

All Pupils Return to School

Wednesday 1st May 2019

Year 5 Open Evening
Years 7, 8 and 9 early finish at 2.10 pm
Years 10 and 11 stay in school

Friday 3rd May 2019

Year 5 Open Day

Monday 6th May 2019

Bank Holiday—School Closed

w/c Tuesday 7th May 2019

Year 7 Trial Exams

Monday 13th May 2019

PTA Meeting

Tuesday 21st May 2019

7X Parents’ Evening

Thursday 23rd May 2019

7Y Parents’ Evening

Friday 24th May 2019

Close for Half Term at 3.15 pm

Monday 27th—Friday 31st May

Half Term—School Closed

Monday 3rd June 2019

All Pupils Return to School

