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“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. ”

1 Peter 4:10

Reminder: As advised to all parents/carers last academic year, the
Woodchurch High School Spring Break differs from the Wirral Borough Council dates. Pupils will finish on Friday 5th April 2019, returning to school on Tuesday 23rd April.

On Thursday 14th February Year 8 pupils and their parents/carers took part in Options
Day, where they were provided with support and guidance on the options available for
Key Stage 4. Form Tutors provided direction during 1:1 meetings, and subject staff were
available to discuss the syllabus for each course on offer.
Year 8 parents/carers were extremely appreciative of the way in which the school had
provided guidance through options taster sessions, options evenings and the day itself.
Feedback was very positive, including:

It was very helpful to speak to pupils currently studying those subjects to gain their insight and perspective.
Staff and pupils were very helpful and a great source of information.
We also held our Year 7 “Bring Your Parents to School Day” where parents of Year 7
pupils were able to sample lessons across the curriculum, including History, English, Geography, Maths, French and Science. Parents and carers also had a presentation
around online safety, which provided parents /carers with the skills to safeguard pupils
online.
The day was very successful for both Year 7 and Year 8, as well as the parents and carers who attended. It is always a pleasure to welcome parents/carers into our community
and we appreciate their commitment to their children’s education.

Our school Music band and singers had a fantastic opportunity to further enhance their reputation as talented musicians and performers
when they were asked to provide the musical
accompaniment for the Children Society’s 50th
Anniversary celebration at Chester Cathedral.
The event was attended by 1,100 pupils from
various primary schools in the diocese and
hosted by Bishop Libby.
Once the pupils had arrived in Chester at 10am
and after a very quick and professional soundcheck in the Cathedral, the pupils also helped
the event organisers by making Christingles
which would be gifts for each of the Primary schools that attended.
The set list for the service included popular favourites ‘This little Light of Mine’, ‘Kindle a
Flame’ (a reworking of Colours of Day), ‘Sing Christingle’ (Sing Hosanna) and the very
popular ‘Show me the way to Shine for Jesus’.
Rachel Blair, Hannah Robinson and Jacob Ives also contributed by doing a reading from
the Gospel and some bidding prayers. All in all it was a fantastic day and a fantastic contribution to the school was made by all who took part.
The Children’s Society thanked the pupils and staff involved and said what a pleasure it
was to work with the School. £3,500 was raised which will be used to support vulnerable
young people in Cheshire and beyond.

New Name for University Course Kindles the Creativity for Dylan!

Congratulations to Dylan Howden in Year 11 who has
won himself a Kindle Fire 7. During our annual visit to
Liverpool John Moores University in December, as part
of the Dream Plan Achieve programme, Dylan and over
a hundred of his peers were asked to create a new
name for the course for future aspiring pupils.
Dylan chose the title 'Find Your Future' much to the delight of the university judges. His designed heading is
now favourite for the new course.
Karen Forman, who a lot of you will recognise from our
work with Merseyside Universities, awarded Dylan his
prize in the Headteacher's office to rapturous applause
from a team of staff and Governors.

Second Year 7 Afternoon Tea
On Thursday 24th January a group of year 7
pupils invited staff from their primary schools to
have afternoon tea. All the pupils were so excited and enjoyed showing their primary school
staff their work as well as serving delicious
cakes -all made by themselves and refreshments. The primary school staff were all so impressed by how well the pupils are doing.

Summer 2019 GCSE / BTEC Examinations

The summer external exam season for written exams will take place between Monday
13 May and Wednesday 26 June. Pupils will be issued with their Statement of Entry before the February half term.
The 2019 timetable has a new feature – a contingency day on 26 June 2019. This will
be used if a significant, unexpected event arises nationally or locally during the exam
period such that no students (or a large number of them) are able to take an exam when
planned. Of course, we all hope there won’t be such disruption and that the contingency
day won’t be needed, but students should be available throughout the exam period, including on that day, in case their planned timetable is disrupted. Please could parents /
carers ensure that pupils are available and don’t make other commitments that could
mean they are unavailable, just in case.

Mrs C Evans
Examinations Officer

AskWESS Live
Pupils have been able to use Ask WESS (Woodchurch Email Support System) for over
a year now. This is an email based service where pupils can email a problem or a concern and a group of trained peer mentors give counsel and guidance.
After half term we will be launching Ask WESS Live. Each lunchtime in the Chaplain's
Office a team of pupils will be present to give support and counsel to pupils. The pupils
giving the advice were trained as Peer Mentors by Kayte Walsh from Esteem UK.
In an era where pupil anxiety and well-being are constantly in the media, the Woodchurch community are receiving support from the best people to give support - the
Woodchurch community!
The Woodchurch Coat
As you are aware, as part of our Poverty Proofing agenda, we have banned expensive
coats in our community this calendar year.
From September we will be introducing a Woodchurch coat as part of our uniform and
pupils will be expected to wear this coat; no others will be permitted.
We have been consulting pupils on the design they would like and the Headteacher, Mr
Smith and Mrs Rogers (Business Manager) met with a company to discuss potential designs.
Following this consultation, we received samples of potential coats in school and panels
of pupils were asked which they liked. Pupils fed back that they liked two of the designs.
The next step will be for pupils to view these coats in registration and vote on which they
would like. We will be offering two coat styles from September for the pupils to choose
from.
We hope to have finalised designs and costings for parents around Easter time. We anticipate that the cost of the coat will be
around £20-£30.
Should you require further information,
please do not hesitate to contact Mr Smith,
Assistant Headteacher.

Year 10 Art Graphics Trip
The Year 10 Art Graphics pupils went on a trip to Liverpool and Sefton Park to photograph both urban and rural imagery to be used within their Double Exposure coursework. First stop was Mann Island, where pupils had the opportunity to walk around
the three Graces and some of the docks.
Next stop was the Anglican Cathedral; they were particularly impressed with the interior of this cathedral, photographing the striking stained glass windows.
After lunch we went out of the city centre and
onto Sefton Park. Most of the pupils had never been there before and were amazed at
the beautiful Palm House. They took some
interesting photos of the exotic plants and
flowers this extraordinary house has to offer.
The heat inside here was welcomed also!
Before we headed back we had time to walk
around the lake in the park getting some
shots of the water fountains.
All in all, a very successful day and we’re looking forward to see what the pupils’ Double Exposure outcomes will be!

Year 7
This half-term, Year 7 have been exploring non-fiction texts and learning about our environment. Pupils gave been exploring a range of artless covering a variety of topics such
as battery farms and zoos. It has been a pleasure to see our Year 7 pupils engaged and
passionate in a series of debates regarding animal rights and protecting our world for
the future.

Some pupils have been attending First News Club with Miss Goaten to extend their
learning and to understand more about the issues facing our world. This is a fantastic
opportunity for pupils to keep up to date with current issues in our country.
The Creative Writing Club have entered the Christopher Salmon Poetry Extravaganza
and have created some beautiful poems relating to the title 'Heroes'. We have published
two below to give you an idea of the exceptional standard the pupils have produced:
Heroes
In Flanders Fields our heroes lie,
The poppies to symbolise our heroes' cry,
To this day and forever more,
We remember those families left unsure.
This is why we pause for a moment,
To pay our respect to those who served.
The gun shots still echo in Flanders Fields.
Nothing can bring us back.
We are the dead.
Though poppies lie in Flanders Fields.
Fletcher Jones, 7XN
Heroes
Poppies, poppies everywhere,
for those people who do really care.
An empty space from the human race,
guns fire, soldiers tire.
Where did it all go?
We’re lost in time,
tangled up like a matted vine.
For all those soldiers that could have
healed,
their last breath on Flanders Field.
Jodie McCann 7XN

Year 8
After a well-earned Christmas holiday, Year 8
returned full of energy and enthusiasm for the
new Learning Programme for this term which
is focusing on Poetry. Pupils have been exploring a range of different poems based on
the theme of 'Parent and Child Relationships'.

Pupils have looked at ways to analyse poetry, looking particularly at themes and ideas, poetic devices and structure. They
have annotated poems and written responses to the poems, including the effect
that the poem has on them. Some pupils
have even studied poems which are including in the Eduqas GCSE Anthology which
is a huge challenge!
Despite poetry often being a challenge for
pupils, Year 8 have shown a real interest
and flare for this topic and demonstrated
high levels of endurance when faced with
unseen poetry. They have been discussing
the impressions they get from poems and
practising ways in which to analyse, using
quotes from the poems to support their ideas.

Pupils have completed their poetry assessment during Trial Exams week with confidence
and are ready to continue exploring the theme of 'Parent and Child Relationships', this
time whilst exploring Shakespeare’s play "Much Ado About Nothing." Various versions of
the play are available to view online, which can enhance understanding of the play and
make for fun family viewing!

Year 9
Year 9 ended last term with a reminder of
the importance of revision for their first
GCSE trial exams. The start of this term
saw our students utilise this revision to sit
these in the hall as they will do at the end
of Year 11. Taking their knowledge outside
of the classroom, students had their first
taste of what is expected of them in a
GCSE examination. The examination required them to respond to GCSE style
questions on ‘A Christmas Carol’ and a poem of their choice from a selection taken
from the Eduqas Poetry Anthology. Year 9
have gained vital examination experience
from this exercise and should move forward with their feedback at the forefront of their
minds. What’s more, many pupils in Year 9 demonstrated fantastic behaviour and utilised the fantastic opportunity to their very best advantage. Year 9 continue to succeed
in independent study which is very impressive as they reach the half-way point of their
time at Woodchurch High School!
Year 9 will end this term by completing their
study of Charles Dickens’ classic ‘A Christmas
Carol’, which is also their key GCSE text. The
skills they have acquired during the study of this
literature text will be further developed as they
then move on to explore the bloody world of
‘Macbeth’- a gory tale told by our old favourite;
Shakespeare. To prepare in advance, why not
familiarise yourself with the plot of Macbeth?
Both of these texts are available to buy from the
English staff base before and after school, or during break and lunchtimes. Happy reading!

Year 10
This half term, Year 10 have been looking at “Macbeth” and the Eduqas Poetry Anthology for their GCSE Exam in English Literature, in preparation for their Trial Exams. The
English staff have enjoyed the enthusiasm that Year 10 have brought to the texts. It is
evident in many cases that the study of the text in Year 9 has benefited pupils greatly as
pupils are demonstrating their extensive knowledge of the play. Well done, Year 10!
The Year 10 Trial Exam in March will combine all of the learning of the play and Poetry
Anthology. For “Macbeth”, they have been
working on their analysis of extracts from the
play so that they can identify the implicit information that is presented about each character, tracking their development throughout the
play. They have also looked at the play as a
whole and the themes that are present
throughout.
The Eduqas Poetry Anthology consists of 18 poems
and pupils have shown great enthusiasm and engagement in learning about these poems. The
themes in these poems vary from war to relationships, to nature and death and span from the
17th Century to the 21st Century and includes poems
about World War One, including work from the Wirral’s very own Wilfred Owen! Pupils have demonstrated a great deal of compassion and integrity
whilst looking at these poems and their personal responses demonstrate this. The English staff are
hopeful for the upcoming Trial Exams and look forward to continuing to look at the Literature specification.
Feedback from previous year groups shows that pupils believe that having tbeir own copies of the text to annotate during lessons has proven to be extremely useful when revising at home. All of these resources are available to buy from the English Staff Base before and after school and during break and lunchtimes.
Pupils will be set revision by their class teacher to cover the Work Experience placement
and half-term. Good luck to all Year 10 on their placements!

Year 11
As Year 11 are now into their final term at Woodchurch High School, this half term has
been a busy one in English!
Pupils have experienced their first lot of WalkThrough Mocks for their Language Exams, where
they were off timetable for the morning with the
English Department to go through exam papers in
their entirety. Following from this, pupils also sat an
independent mock of each paper, under timed conditions to gain an indication of their current grades.
Many pupils will be delighted with their grades, and
some will be starting to see the importance of ensuring that they are revising regularly at home. For
Language, pupils should practise planning various
non-fiction tasks, using their Literacy Books for support with layouts of each type of text.
In addition, pupils will benefit from exposing themselves to a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts to familiarise themselves with the language and tone used in professional
writing.

Before half-term, pupils will also have completed
Walk-Through Mocks for Literature and completed their own independent mock for each paper. It
is vital that pupils are reminding themselves of
our key texts, Macbeth, An Inspector Calls, A
Christmas Carol, and the 18 Anthology poems as
any could come up during mocks and lessons,
not forgetting the real thing!
Teachers have provided pupils with a plethora of
resources for revision, either in class, via email
or on the VLE and pupils should take full advantage of this. Exam feedback will also be given to pupils on a one-to-one discussion
basis, so pupils know that feedback is targeted and appropriate for them.
As ever, staff are always happy to help with revision; we have timetabled compulsory
DTT which rotates every half-term, as well as general revision sessions on a whole host
of Literature topics. During the February half-term there will be revision sessions to support Language and Literature. Now is the time to be focused and attend revision sessions
and be in good habits for independent learning as it’s only a matter of time before those
final exams are looming. Good luck, Year 11, and congratulations on what has been a
difficult but productive half term.

This academic year, pupils have been set a challenge to read 10 books independently.
Already, many pupils are rising to this challenge and we are well on our way to smashing
our whole school target of 1000 books!
We crossed our first milestone at Christmas, with Year 8 taking the lead with a whopping
799 books read! This is fantastic!
Of course, there were individual prizes as well. At
the end of term, we celebrated the reading successes across the year groups with a trip to a local coffee shop where pupils were treated to a hot
drink and a chance to wind down after a difficult
first term by having quiet reading time. Ms Calder
and Miss Edwards were both delighted with the
pupils, and were pleased to hear that the staff
thought that every pupil was respectful and displayed outstanding manners. You were a credit to
Woodchurch High School!
Of course, we still have 2 terms to go! The next prize draw will be before the Easter Holidays. Who will sweep up the places on the next trip for the most books read? Which form
in your year group will seize the title trophy? And, most importantly, who will be the top
reader in the school for the year, to be announced before the summer? All to have to do
to contribute is read and jot down your total books read in the back of your Literacy Book.
We have until the end of the year to reach our target so keep reading! Remember to
speak to your English teacher or your form tutor about getting yourself a book to read.
We were very lucky to have had the Scholastic Book Fair visiting school in February, and
it was clear that many pupils took advantage of this.
Remember, there’s no such thing as someone who doesn’t like reading, only people who
haven’t found the right book yet!
At Woodchurch High School, we encourage reading for pleasure for a variety of reasons. A few of them
are outlined below:

Reading is a guaranteed way to ensure success at GCSE and beyond. Children who read books often
at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in Maths, vocabulary and
spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly.

In England and Northern Ireland the median hourly wage of workers with the highest levels of literacy is 94% higher than for workers who have the lowest levels of literacy.

Research shows that reading for pleasure can reduce the symptoms of depression, build empathy
and help us build relationships with others.

Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational success than
their socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).

There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for pleasure for
both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

Year 9
This half term Year 9 have continued to study Mark
Wheeler’s ‘Too Much Punch for Judy.’ The play, based on
a tragic real-life accident, has challenged pupils to use
their knowledge of acting and performance to answer a
written exam paper consisting of six questions. Pupils have
enjoyed learning about different roles within theatre, including directors, designers and performers. Pupils performed well in their written exam and we are currently celebrating their success.
Well done Year 9!
Year 10
This half term Year 10 have been continued to
work extremely hard looking at their set text for
Component 3 of their GCSE Drama, Dennis Kelly’s
‘DNA’. Pupils are continuing to build on their practical skills, including knowledge of key practitioners,
whilst developing their written responses in preparation for their summer exams! Their recent exploration of the script in the style of Artuad was particularly successful and we are really pleased with
their progress.

Year 11
Year 11 have been working incredibly hard this half-term and have finished Component
1 of their GCSE. They used the stimulus of War to devise their own performances and
wrote a portfolio of supporting evidence to go with this. Their coursework has now been
marked and moderated and pupils have performed well. Year 11 are now focusing on
their extract performances for Component 2 and have been given a range of monologues and duologues to rehearse and refine prior to their exam on March 5 th. Good
Luck Year 11!

LIPA Skills Workshops
On Wednesday afternoons we have been lucky enough to have visitors from LIPA experts! Year 7 and 8 pupils have been working hard during these sessions to develop
their performance skills and give them a taste of GCSE Drama should they decide to opt
for this! Feedback from our visitors has been great and staff from LIPA are really impressed with our pupils’ enthusiasm and talent!

GCSE- Year 11 revision is available every Tuesday after school in Hum 5
and Wednesday in Hum 4
Paper 1 21st May PM
Paper 2 5th June PM
Paper 3 13th June AM

In Geography Year 7 are starting a new unit looking
at Africa. Here they will study misconceptions of Africa as a poor undeveloped continent and look at
the culture of different tribes.

Year 8 pupils have started a new topic looking at Rivers. In this unit pupils will look at how rivers shape the
landscape and the importance of flood defences.
Both year 7 and 8 have done very well in developing their
independent learning which has resulted in some excellent
exam scores.

Geography Cool Fact

Extra-curricular visits
On 7th December 2018, some of our Year 10 pupils visited Liverpool University. They
took part in a number of workshops based around a variety of topics, including slavery,
World War Two and the role of Winston Churchill, the US attack on Hiroshima and the
development of women’s rights. According to Owen D ‘we felt welcomed’ and the sessions were ‘interesting.’
Year 11
Pupils have now completed their in class revision on the Germany in Transition, 1919 –
1939 unit, and have taken a Trial Exam on this topic. Revision has now begun on the
Elizabethan Age, 1558 – 1603 unit.
Many Year 11 pupils are continuing to receive additional help with their preparation for
the exams, and these sessions are available to all pupils. Independent work and revision
can also be undertaken at Saturday College, which is now up and running following the
Christmas break.
Important dates
Year 10 Trial Exams – Health and Medicine Through Time and Germany, 1918 - 1939
Week beginning Monday 4th March – Friday 15th March 2019
Year 11 History Walk Through Mock—Wednesday 3rd April (morning) 2019

Current and upcoming topics: all years
Year 7 pupils are currently studying different aspects of life in medieval times; medieval towns, law and order, the murder of Thomas Becket, medieval medicine and the
Black Death.
Year 8 pupils are following a depth study on World War One. Topics include the
causes of the war, conditions in the trenches, how the war brought about medical developments and the role of women during the war.
Year 9 pupils are continuing their Health and Medicine Through Time unit, looking
at advances in medical knowledge and developments in patient care and public health
over the last 1,500 years.
Year 10 pupils are continuing their study of the Elizabethan Age 1558 – 1603. Topics include Elizabeth’s problems with religion and the threats posed by the Catholics
(Mary, Queen of Scots and the Spanish Armada) and the extreme Protestant group, the
Puritans.

Fun Fact!
The first alarm clocks? To help people get to work on time, until the 1920s, there was a
profession called 'knocker-up', which involved going from house to house and tapping on
their windows (or banging on their doors) with long sticks until they woke

A Chester University lecturer, Dr James Holt, came into school to deliver
a session focussed on the importance of RS and how RS can help with
routes into further education. During the session, students participated in
discussions about the value and importance of RS within the modern day
world. Pupil feedback showed that pupils valued this session and gained
a wider understanding of how the study of RS contributes to a tolerant
and accepting society as well as assisting them with routes into further
education.
Year 11 Revision
Wednesday in Hum 1 and Thursday Lunch time – general revision
Monday lunch aiming for grade 9—Hum 1
Exam dates
Paper 1 Philosophy and ethics Monday 13th May PM

Paper 2 Christianity Monday 29th May PM
Paper 3 Judaism Thursday 23rd May PM

Premier League Enterprise Challenge
On Tuesday 15th January, Kieran Colligan, Kyle Downey, Sam Moorhead and Ben
Naylor went down to Molineux Stadium, home of Wolverhampton Wanderers, to compete in the next round of the Premier League Enterprise Challenge. Give the brief of
increasing the number of 18-23 year olds that attend matches and have season tickets,
the boys have been meeting regularly to come up with their ideas and practice their
presentation.
On the day they took part in a range of activities and had to the chance to practice their
pitch in front of TV presenter Kim Inglis to gain tips on how to present to a large audience. They were also given a tour of the stadium which has recently undergone developments
Unfortunately the boys did not progress to the final in London, with a team from
Swansea City going forward. The boys were complimented on their presenting skills,
range of ideas and attitude towards the task during the day.
Please use the web address below to find information about the boys on the Liverpool
FC website and to read more about the competition itself.
https://www.liverpoolfc.com/news/community/334293-liverpool-fc-foundation-premier-league-enterprisechallenge

Celebrating Success Within Maths

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Tom Jones
Bryony O’Neill
Zac Pearson
Daniel Pritchard
Tirion Redgrift
Charlie Rimmer
Lacey-Anne Smith
Aiden Stenhouse
Finley Whitehead
Isabel Wilmot

Rose Bibby
Lexie Caulfield
Jay Cheers
Paul Harris
Fletcher
Spencer
Alexander
Williams

Mackenzie Bryan
Lilly Cooke
Neve Jones
Ewan Roberts
Callum Simmons

Caitlin BassettGreen
Latoya Hinchliffe
Kayla Liversage
Lauren Lorraine
Jack Newman
Zach O’Reilly
Eloise Pero
Kelsey-Jo
Stenhouse
Alex Thomas
Dylan Walker
Frankie Walsh
Milli Wevill
Sam Wilmot

Daniel Ashcroft
Emily Beattie
Ellie Bordessa
Molly Brown
Lauren Casey
Karl Holland
Hannah
Jennings
Jacque Lavery
Kaitlin Turner

Maths Intervention-Year 11
Year 11 have been extracted from school to focus on
key areas of development to support pupils to reach
their potential. Selected pupils visited The Bank, Upton to take part in a four part work shop.

All students are
welcome to make use of the ICT facilities in the Maths
department and get a head start on
their homework or do some revision
with the assistance of a member of
the Maths faculty

Year 8 Trial Exam
Year 8 have shown dedication in preparing for their Trial Exams which took place in January. Pupils performed well in their speaking assessment showing great resilience and
endurance which will prepare them well for GCSE study. ¡Qué fantastico!
Year 9 Trial Exam
Year 9 completed their Trial exams which demonstrated the positive
start they have made to their GCSE courses in French and Spanish.
It was evident that pupils had thoroughly prepared for the speaking
assessment which consequently aided them in their written exam
too.
Year 11
Year 11 have been working hard leading up to their final exams. Pupils
should be already learning their prepared answers for the General Conversation section of the speaking exam which will take place in the summer. Spanish revision is available for any pupils who would like further
support on Thursday after school in MFL 1 and French revision is also
available on Monday. Revision Guides and Workbooks are available to
purchase from the MFL staff base and are a good way to structure revision. There are lots of free online tools for revision: Quizlet, Memrise and
Duolingo. There is also further revision resources on the VLE.
Premier League
A selection of Year 8 boys have been chosen to take part in the MFL
premier league. Pupils compete to see who can learn the most words
each week. The pupils have been working hard and are currently head to
head with equal points. The winning team will receive a prize at the end
of the half term. Vocabulary champions so far this term have been: Sam
Green and Edward Taylor Reid. ¡Felicidades!
Homework Club
Are you in Year 7 and 8? Do you need help with vocabulary learning? Do you want fun,
new techniques to improve your vocabulary scores? See Miss Parkinson in MFL 1 on a
Wednesday lunchtime.
Linguists of the Month
The following pupils have been nominated by their class teachers for showing outstanding work in MFL:

Lucy Hudson, Nathan Williams, Oskar Wharrie, Lauren Casey, Nathan Bown, Ellis Handley, Emily Clayton, Ruby Talman, Jude Rowley, Piotr Kolodziej, Ruby-Blu Templeton,
Olivia Williams.

Basketball Tournament
On Monday 14th January pupils from years 7, 8 and 9 took part in a Basketball tournament at Greenbank Sports College. They were up against some fantastic teams of much
older, experienced pupils, and took a defeat in the first game. However, they weren’t to
be knocked, and came back to win the next game with some fantastic baskets by Mark
Geggie (y9).

Particular mention must go to Charlie Vernon
(y7), who showed amazing resilience in the
face of adversity, demonstrating grit in his determination to win and Alfie Byrne who set up
some fantastic baskets, and helped gain possession in every game.
The team drew the final game, resulting in a
place in the final, meaning they’d be playing
against the only team who had beaten them.
They pulled together, working with each other’s strengths, supporting one another as a
team to secure an 8-4 victory, with Mark scoring 3 baskets, and Alfie scoring 1. Everyone
came away with Gold medals and a huge
sense of achievement, well done for making
us all very proud!

Cheshire Rugby
Congratulations to Jamie Gardiner, Year 11, who
has been successful in gaining a place with Cheshire Rugby’s Under-16 Team.

Year 8 Volleyball
On Friday 24th January, the best Year
8 boys Volleyball players from the Y
band played an intense and exciting
game against the best players from the
X band. The game was excellent quality
and all players raised their game to try
and become the first ‘inter-band’ Volleyball winners.
After a tight first 10 minutes, the Y band
took an early lead, however this was
short lived as the X band began to take
control due to some outstanding serving
and team work.
The final score was 42 – 36 and all players should be proud of their performance, well
done and congratulations to the X band team.

During our visit from Medical
Mavericks at Woodchurch we
found out all about medical
related careers. We got to
use a huge amount of equipment that is used in hospitals
by doctors, paramedics and
health care workers.

We learnt about each piece of equipment, what it does and how it helps with
medical check-ups, to diagnose patients and save lives. We also got an insight
into who might use the specialist equipment in their daily jobs.
We learnt how to take blood samples from ‘Andy’, perform ‘key-hole’ surgery,
took blood pressure, measured lung volume, diagnosed eye conditions, monitored our heart rates with an ECG machine and even got to use an ultra-sound
to detect our pulse and see if we still have some room to grow! We all completed our own medical observation sheet and got to see inside our own bodies!

We really enjoyed the session as it
gave us a great insight into the
jobs that medical professionals do
each day. We also found out what
qualifications we needed for each
of the courses related to the job
and how we could pursue a career
in that medical field.
I think the work shop was very beneficial, we were really inspired to see how
many careers are involved in the world of medicine. Some of us are now
thinking about careers in: biomedical science, midwifery, medical engineering, physiotherapy, phlebotomy, nursing and health care science.

Sun Safety—Year 10
LJMU Pharmacy students visited our school to speak to us about sun safety. The talk
was extremely useful as it has helped to increase our awareness on the dangers of skin
cancer and how to protect ourselves in the sun. We did a range of really fun activities:
myth busters, sun safety dominoes and we worked in groups to make posters to help
educate others about staying safe in the sun. We really enjoyed finding out about some
misconceptions and myths around how the Sun can cause us harm. We learned lots if
new facts and think it’s great to know how we can look after ourselves even in the not
so sunny UK.

In PSHE, the children in year 7 are learning about diversity, prejudice and bullying including cyber bullying. They are learning what to do if they are bullied and also how to
avoid getting into conflict online. The children started the topic by designing some antibullying posters that will be displayed on the plasma screens around school.
Year 8 have been learning about mental health and emotional wellbeing, including body
image. They are learning to recognise their personal strengths and how this promotes a
positive self-concept. They have also recently watched a TED (Technology Education
and Design) video on Youtube about a woman called Lizzie who explains how positive
thinking helps her in difficult situations. Ask your child about what they learned from Lizzie’s positive attitude!

Year 9 University of Liverpool STEM Taster Day
On the 11th of January 15 year 9 pupils ventured to the teaching laboratories of the University of Liverpool for a fun packed day being scientists.
The first sessions involved Skittles, or more precisely, what are the Skittle colours made
from. The pupils had to prepare samples for analysis as actual chemists do in the laboratory. Pupils had to isolate the food colouring from each Skittle, careful prepare the
sample and then place them in a spectrophotometer (A 5000 piece of equipment). The
spectrometer shone light though the samples and using the results, and their knowledge
of colours, the pupils were able to work together and deduce which Skittles contained
which food colouring. Pupils were a little shocked when they found out that cochineal
(red food colouring) is made from crushed beetles. Needless to say, the pupils’ initial
shock didn’t last, and they were all munching away on the leftover Skittles once they
had left the laboratory!
The second session involved the pupils visiting an inflatable planetarium, where they
were treated to a session on the wonders of the universe. Pupils were in awe at the
scale of the universe and by how little we know about space.

The third session was all about stars and nuclear fusion and how this process could one
day provide civilisation with limitless, clean energy. Pupils got to role play being atomic
nuclei of deuterium and tritium and learning how when these two isotopes get together
they release energy which scientists are currently trying to harness.
The final session of the day involved a career talk by the University in which pupils could
look up any course they wanted to see what A-levels they needed and what grades.
This meant that when we departed all the pupils were sharing with each other what they
wanted to do after they left school.
“I really enjoyed visiting Liverpool University, we learned so many interesting things
about Chemistry and Physics, from Spectroscopy to Nuclear Fusion we also learned
how we could get an education at the University and what degree we should apply for,
for jobs such as an Aerospace Engineer or a Research Physicist who focuses on Sustainable energy” Max Hughes – 9XZ

You'd think that the cold weather would have slowed things down
on the Eco front but no... if anything it's been even more hectic!
With 2019 being the Liverpool City Region Year of the Environment
reducing waste is high on the list of priorities and so the Eco Committee finished 2018 by going into assemblies to highlight how
wasteful the Christmas period can be. They discussed how much
each household wastes in terms of food, paper, card and packaging and offered environmentally friendly alternatives. The aim of
this was to try and encourage our pupils to make a stand against
producing so much waste at Christmas and hopefully it will be something they will consider more in the years ahead. It's not just about the pupils, though, as the staff are continually given suggestions on what they can do to be more considerate of the environment. One such initiative was to encourage teachers to get more plants into their classrooms. Sited where we are the air quality outside can be poor and this pollution gets
trapped in classrooms. Plants help to absorb pollutants and provide more oxygen so the
Eco Form Reps are badgering their tutors to go out and get something green and leafy!
Each year, we conduct an Environmental Audit of the school and having completed that
last term we were then in a position to identify areas where we could make improvements. Our audit highlighted that the main things we could work on were improving how
much we recycle, reducing our waste and improving our Biodiversity, particularly of in
terms of small animals.
Global Citizenship and thinking about people and nature in the wider community is an
integral element of any Eco work and this term we have been helping elephants. We are
extremely lucky at Woodchurch to be so close to one of the world's leading zoos and
Chester Zoo has been at the forefront of trying to protect Asiatic Elephants. They have a
large herd of these including several juveniles and babies. Unfortunately, there have
been a number of deaths recently at Chester due to a savage disease called EEHV. This
disease generally attacks very young elephants both in captivity and in the wild and the
zoo is at the forefront of trying to develop a vaccine against this disease. To raise funds
for this they have found a sponsor who will recycle crisp packets in return for money to
go towards their 'Never Forget' Appeal and this was just the incentive our pupils needed.
Every day we have been manning a crisp collection box next to the dining hall and so far
we have collected a mountain of packets to be recycled. It's not only helping the elephants but it's also getting us to recycle something that was previously being ignored.

In relation to reducing our waste, we are analysing the waste that we produce and are
hoping to introduce our own composter so that we can actually grow our own vegetables from the waste that we create. Hopefully, I will be able to update you more in the
next newsletter.
This term has all been about improving the Biodiversity
on the school site and particularly increasing the number of small animals. All animals play their part in the
Ecosystem and increasing the number of bugs and insects should attract other wildlife who feed on them. We
started this process by recently conducting the Great British Bird Watch and pupils spent an hour counting the
number of birds that visited us either to feed or rest.
Next we are aiming to create a wild flower meadow and
mini beasts garden on a small area near the farm that is
currently not being used. If we can entice more insects
then we should see more birds so the Technology department have been helping the Eco Reps to build some
bird boxes that we can put up near to the forthcoming
meadow. Once they have finished those, we'll start making some bat, butterfly and hedgehog houses.

There are loads of things you can do to make your garden more wildlife friendly and the poster on the next
page, courtesy of Chester Zoo, shows some of the simple things that you can do. So don't wait for summer, get
out in the garden now, plant some wildflowers and get it
ready to attract some new creatures once the weather
gets warmer.

Pathfinder
Following on from the success of the 2018 Pathfinder course, Merseyside Police took 35
of our Year 9 and Year 10 Pupils on another Pathfinder Course for a week commencing
Monday 21st January 2019.

The Pathfinder Course is, as its name, helping our children choose the correct path in
life for themselves. The course very much dovetails into our school of ethos of ‘choices
can lead to consequences’ both to the negative and the positive. The course entailed
working with the Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service, the Cells Prison Project,
Delamere Forest Adventure Biking and the Armed Forces.
The course was about social awareness, the dangers of risk taking and or criminal behaviour and
building resilience and the positives of this. On
the Monday the children enjoyed a full day at the
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Training Centre
where they were given interactive lectures on
scrambler bikes, road safety and risk taking behaviour whilst travelling in vehicles. The group
were treated to a full display from the Fire Service
in rescues from a car requiring the vehicle to be
dismantled. The Cells project on the Tuesday was
again informative and real life and the pupils were
briefed on the negatives of gang life and criminal
association and the potential consequences of such a lifestyle. I was proud of our children as to how they listened, asked questions and showed respect.
On Wednesday the children enjoyed a full day’s
adventure Mountain Biking over some challenging
terrain. The children showed great resilience in
negotiating some difficult conditions, responding
well to the instructions given and helping each other along the way. On Thursday the Armed Forces
put our children through their paces in team building and problem solving exercises. Not getting it
right resulted in numerous physical exercises and
shuttle runs. I was so impressed with our children
this day with the ‘can do’ attitude shown for the
whole day.
The day concluded with a 90 minute careers talk covering the vast amount of careers
that the Armed Forces can offer. The children listened diligently throughout and asked
many pertinent questions.

Pathfinder (cont’d)
Our last day concluded with a Gym induction day at the Birkenhead Tennis Centre and team games in the morning. The
afternoon was a presentation to each pupil from the Mayor of
Wirral, speeches were given by John H Stracey a World
Champion Boxer and from Sgt Murphy, the course organiser,
from the Merseyside Police. I was proud to hear Woodchurch
High School being referred to as such a well behaved school
in front of so many dignitaries.
In conclusion, our children were a credit to us and they referred to the course with such endearing reflection such as ‘It
made me think about my future more clearly and gave
interesting options for my future’. ‘Because it showed us
how to go down the right path and gave us very good advice’. There were far too many positive comments regarding
the course to mention but I will conclude with a comment regarding the Merseyside Police, ‘the Police funded this giving
us a wonderful experience.
Having worked in this area for 29 years now with various
agencies, I can only thank all of the agencies involved in giving our children such an enlightening experience that can only make them wiser and safer. I am so proud of how all of our
children engaged and conducted themselves during this
week.
Mr I Emmitt
Year 10 APPL

Friday 15th February 2019

School Closes for Half Term

Monday 18th February 2019—
Friday 22nd February 2019

Half Term Break

Monday 25th February 2019

Pupils Return to School

Monday 4th March 2019—
Friday 15th March 2019

Year 10 Trial Exams

Monday 1st April 2019

10X Parents’ Evening and Exam Results
PTA

Wednesday 3rd April 2019

10Y Parents’ Evening and Exam Results

Friday 5th April 2019

School Closes for Spring Break
(including Easter Weekend)

Monday 8th April 2019—
Monday 22nd April 2019

Spring Break

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

Pupils Return to School

Details of recent 100 Club Draws are as follows:
November Winners, 1st Prize No 53 Lee Bancroft & 2nd Prize No 59 Mrs M Phelay
December Winners, 1st Prize No 52 Mr Will Coxan & 2nd Prize No 27 Emma Bennet
January Winners, 1st Prize No 41 Julie Anglsey & 2nd Prize No 65 Kelly Kellaway
February Winners, 1st Prize No 19 Mrs Glenys Astle & 2nd Prize No 47 John Casey.
Congratulations to you ALL - for the 2019 Winners cheques are on their way. Thank You
for your support at the December School Drama Production and Farm Christmas Fete the PTA raised almost £500.
The PTA are in need of continued support so if you have time to get involved please contact Steve Roper via woodchurchptasecretary@gmail.com - Please Help the PTA to Help
YOUR School.

