“The righteous considereth the cause of the poor: but the wicked regardeth not to know it.”

Proverbs 29:7

REMINDER: School closed to all
pupils on Friday 19th October for
Staff Development Day
New Year 7 Pupils

We are very pleased at the start our new
Year 7 pupils have made, settling well
into their Form Groups and making new
friends. It is an exciting time for our
young people as they develop their independent learning skills and organisational skills. Positive Behaviour for Learning
is a big part of the school’s ethos, together with our Christian Values, and will
stand pupils in good stead for the whole
of their secondary school careers.
We very much appreciate the support of
parents/carers through this transition and
we have enjoyed meeting you at Curriculum Evenings and in the recent Form Tutor evening.
Again this year the Curriculum Evenings
have been highly successful. Parents/
Carers have expressed their appreciation of the sessions in helping them to
understand how their children learn, and
how to support them with home study.

Woodchurch High School is delighted to have recently achieved the national Quality
in Careers Standard for its careers education, information, advice and guidance provision. This is awarded by Inspiring IAG which is a Licensed Awarding Body for the national standard, the achievement is a credit to the careers and enterprise team and all
involved in its delivery. "The school has an excellent approach to preparing young people holistically for their futures".
This achievement demonstrates the vast opportunities that are offered
to all Woodchurch pupils, and the endurance shown by staff, to ensure that pupils are
well informed and make appropriate choices post 16. All pupils can access careers information on the school website by following the instructions in their planners, and can
request a careers interview by signing up at the careers office.

Further success with the Basic Skills Quality Mark and Inclusion Quality Mark
Earlier this term Woodchurch High School underwent two separate assessments as part
of its accreditation for the Basic Skills and Inclusion Quality Marks. Although the school
was awarded the Basic Skills Quality mark in 2015, a condition of the award was a requirement to demonstrate continuous improvement and progress with regards to developing the Literacy and Numeracy skills of our pupils. As part of this process the school
was visited by an external assessor who scrutinised the work of the school and assessed
whether we were continuing to make good progress in our work with pupils.

Pupils were also asked to meet the assessor and contribute to the discussions in order
that a thorough assessment could be made of the provision made in school. Feedback
following the visit was excellent with the assessor concluding:
"The school continues to build on its successes and to look for ways to provide pupils
with a rich and positive experience during their time there. Developments across the
school are consistent and promote high quality learning experiences”.
More recently we were also assessed as part of our Inclusion Quality
Mark. Again the focus of the assessment was to ascertain whether the
school was continuing to improve with regards to its inclusive practice.
Having spoken with staff, pupils and parents the assessor noted “the
professional pride which permeates throughout the school noting the
exemplary practice in many areas.” Links with other schools and opportunities to share good practice as well as lead on SEND innovations
was also highlighted. From the feedback it is clear the school has met
the standard for flagship status however before this can be formally awarded the school
must continue to demonstrate and sustain continuous improvements for three years.
Although we are waiting for official confirmation we are proud to have met the standards
for both Quality Marks and will use this to continue to improve the provision which we offer to the pupils at Woochurch High School.

On Wednesday, 17th October 2018, Miss Willis, Year 10 PPL, led a moving memorial
assembly, in loving memory of Brandon Heggarty, who tragically passed away six
months ago. Miss Carlin sang a stunning rendition of 'In the Arms of the Angels' accompanied by Mr Gregory on guitar.
The unveiling of Brandon's memorial bench took place after the assembly, with his two
best friends doing the honour of lifting the cover to unveil this beautiful bench, which was
placed outside for his friends and other pupils to respectfully enjoy. A close family friend,
Sophie Reid, raised the money for the bench by doing a sky-dive in the Lake District quite an achievement!
The event was attended by the year group, who acted with the utmost dignity and decorum, staff, and of course Brandon's family. It was lovely to have around 20 members of
his family there, and an especially warm welcome was extended to Lynsey Ashcroft,
Brandon's mum and his granddad, Dave Ashcroft, who did a humorous, yet very poignant speech about his beloved grandson.
On behalf of the school, we extend our thoughts and prayers to Brandon's family and
friends in what is still a very difficult time. Brandon remains, as ever, very much part of
Woochurch High School's community, and we were delighted to have another opportunity to remember him together.

Open Evening was held on Monday 1st October and was busier than ever. It is always a
great opportunity to showcase our pupils, staff
and facilities. We welcomed over 2,500 prospective parents and pupils; feedback was
very positive and reminded us why we are so
proud of our Woodchurch family.
The pupils are always so helpful to our visitors
and make them feel very welcome. More than
450 pupils came back to school to help out, a
testament to their dedication and service to
the school.
Open Day was also busy when Parents/
Carers took the opportunity to visit the school
in action. Please look at the website for this
year’s prospectus which highlights the provision at Woodchurch High School:
www.woodchurchhigh.com

Thank you to everybody who enrolled in this
year’s 100 Club. Details of recent 100 Club
Draws are as follows:
September Winners 1st Prize No 57 Diane
Batchelor & 2nd Prize No 02 Christine Bennet,
October Winners 1st Prize No 36 Joe Kielty
& 2nd Prize No 48 Stacey Clerke.

Congratulations to you ALL.
The PTA are in need of continued support so if
you have time to get involved please contact
Steve Roper via woodchurchptasecretary@gmail.com OR come along and meet us
at the School Drama Production on Tue 11th
December or the Farm Christmas Fete on
Thursday 13th December. Please Help the
PTA to Help YOUR School.

London Art Trip
This year saw the first Art trip to London and what a jam
packed trip it was! We started early, leaving the school at
6:30 am. We arrived to the London Eye in time for lunch,
where we gained a 360 degree view of the city. Afterwards,
we had an amazing 4D cinema experience of London and
what it has to offer. The River Thames boat trip was next
and what a fabulous opportunity to take photographs and
get some first-hand primary sources for our exam preparation and coursework extension. Our bus picked us up again
and we arrived at our accommodation for the night, situated beside St. Paul’s Cathedral (as the bells reminded us
every 15 minutes), we had a quick change and out for dinner, consisting of home-made Italian Pizza followed by hot
chocolate fudge cake and ice cream. Then onto the
smash hit ‘School of Rock’ show in the West End. All pupils were entertained by the talented youthful cast. The
show had an instant impact, with groups of pupils singing
all the way home! The pupils slept really well after such a
busy day.
The next day the bus dropped us at the V&A Design Museum. A celebration of the Victorian era was exhibited for
all to see, from jewellery to silverware, religious artefacts
and ceramics. The courtyard was a serene setting where
the pupils were able to walk around and again take photos and document first-hand images. From here we
walked around the corner to The Natural History Museum.
The pupils loved the building and architectural features
and took some very inspirational photographs, again to be
used in their coursework and controlled test. The rest of
the day was spent taking in the sights, visiting Harrods
and the many shops down Oxford Street.
We drove past Buckingham Palace, the Queen
was in but we were too busy to stop for tea!
The pupils were extremely thankful for the opportunity to visit London. They behaved exceptionally well and acted as great ambassadors
for Woodchurch High School.

New York Trip
During ‘the fall’ of October thirty pupils and five
members of staff travelled across the Atlantic
Ocean on what was a truly ‘awesome’ cultural experience. The flight was smooth and our party was
looked after by some wonderful Virgin Airlines staff
(we even had a welcoming announcement from the
pilot).

After the monotonous diligence of customs control,
a meandering bus journey took us to the heart of
Manhattan in downtown New York. A quick change
in our Hotel on 8th Avenue and we were off to the
Empire State building. The night view of New York
was stifled by low cloud and we were advised by a
concierge to leave our visit for twenty-four hours.
Undeterred we headed back to our hotel for a good,
restful sleep!
Our first full day was planned around discovering
the sites of New York. After a hearty breakfast in
Grand Central station, the party travelled by subway
to Battery Park. We were ferried to Liberty Island to see the enigmatic Statue of Liberty,
purchasing the necessary trinkets, headwear and gifts from the shop on board. It was a
beautiful, warm, sunny afternoon as, in small groups we made our way around the island
taking in the many aspects of Liberty.
Once back in Battery Park we met our guide for the afternoon. Elliott was a stylish New
Yorker who spoke with a wealth of experience and knowledge of the city. We visited
Wall Street and had time for reflection at ground zero. A bus tour then took us from the
financial district to Tribeca, Little Italy, Soho and on to Times Square. After storing our
gifts and freshening up for the evening we enjoyed an all American dining experience at
the Hard Rock Café. Having sufficiently refuelled we attempted once again to reach the
dizzy heights of the Empire State Building. On this occasion we were successful with a
fully clear sky, showing Manhattan in all its glory! The view was exhilarating, as pupils
and staff continued to thrive and feel the buzz of the city.

The next day the group divided in two, as the dancers waltzed off to perform with specialists, including a professional dancer in a downtown dance
studio for the day. The pupils were treated to a typical American breakfast consisting of fresh fruit,
waffles, pancakes (with bacon and syrup!) and of
course quaffey (or coffee as we say) in a New York
Diner on 8th Avenue, before appreciating the splendours of Central Park en route to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and MOMA (the Museum of Modern Art). It was a fantastic experience to see so
many famous artworks you normally only see in
books, up close.
The whole group met back at ‘Row’ (that’s row as in line, not oars or argument) our contemporary hotel, mixing New York grit with grandeur (I’m on commission!). Next stop
Times Square for tea in the very accommodating and ‘haunted for Halloween’ Planet
Hollywood. As if this day could not be more action packed we headed to Broadway and
the Al Hirschfield Theatre to experience the Musical ‘Kinky Boots’ seen by over six million people worldwide! The pupils were fascinated by the undulating tale of Charlie
Price and the demise of his father’s shoe factory. A company on its knees until its new
owner, accompanied by his new designer, captured an original niche in the market.

Our final day in the ‘Big Apple’ saw a frenzy of purchases, as the dismal exchange rate
of the pound to the dollar did nothing to hamper the spending power of the group. All
pupils were clearly in their comfort zone as the bundles of ‘green’ were exchanged for
an array of luxury items and gifts.
Before we knew it we were being whisked off by coach to the airport. During the five
hour delay and the overnight flight back to Manchester pupils were able to reflect on
these instant memories, as thoughts started to shift to the excitement of seeing their
friends and family to share what was a memorable experience New York had given to
us all.
Mr Cartledge

The Woodchurch 1,000
As a school, we are aiming to read 1,000 books collectively over the year! These can
be fiction or non-fiction and include books you are reading in class! Every pupil in the
school has a target to read 10 books between now and July. That’s roughly only one
per month! Each term (Christmas, Easter and Summer) pupils’ English teachers will ask
how many books have been read and the number will be logged. Page 35 of your Literacy Book has a space for you to record the books you have read.
Of course, there will be prizes for the following:

Termly Top 20 (The top four readers in each Year Group – trip)

Termly Top Form (The form who have read the most books in each year
group – form trophy and prize)

Yearly Top Readers (nominated by your English teacher. EG – most engaged,
most determined, most improved etc. – end of year trip)
Reading is so important in children (and adults!) social and academic development. For
example:

Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16
gain higher results in Maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than
those who read less regularly.

In England and Northern Ireland the median hourly wage of workers with the highest levels of literacy is 94% higher than for workers who have the lowest levels of
literacy.

Research shows that reading for pleasure can reduce the symptoms of depression, build empathy and help us build relationships with others.

Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational success than their socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).

There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading
for pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited
in Clark and Rumbold, 2006).
So what do pupils need to do? All you need to do, is read! Books studied in class count
towards your challenge. Pupil are welcome to use the school library (which had a
£7,500 investment of brand new books last year) and pupils can also ask their English
teachers for advice on what to read. After half term, there will also be a Book Club with
Ms Calder on a Monday after school in English 7. But most importantly, we want pupils
to have fun!

Year 7
Year 7 have made an excellent
start to year whilst learning about
‘Friendship and Identity’. They
have engaged with the scheme
of learning in an imaginative, enthusiastic and original manner.
As well as completing learning
homework tasks, pupils are taking great pride in their classwork.
Many pupils have enjoyed researching the Victorian Era and life for the poor; the awareness of contextual and social issues have led to a wide range of insightful discussions
surrounding Oliver Twist.
Our new Learning Programmes aim to develop the pupils’ knowledge of the GCSE criteria as the skills assessed in the Year 7 examinations link with GCSE Assessment Objectives. This means that we can ensure that from Year 7, pupils are preparing for their
GCSE examinations in an engaging way.
In addition to this, many Year 7 pupils have taken the opportunity to develop their skills through
extra-curricular sessions. The Creative Writing
Club, which runs every Thursday lunchtime, has
provided a range of exciting activities. The highlight so far was a murder mystery experience
during which pupils carried out a range of problem-solving activities and decoding tasks in order
to identify the culprit; pupils had a lot of fun and
learned about crime fiction in an interesting way.
Year 8
Year 8 started the school year by beginning the new Learning Programme for this term
focusing on the genre of Gothic Horror. Pupils have been exploring the genre- learning
key conventions and understanding the context of gothic horror.
They have focused on how the writer builds tension in the novel and have identified writing techniques that support this: setting, character, foreshadowing and pathetic fallacy. Pupils have shown a real enthusiasm for this topic and the gothic genre so far. They
have been discussing the different characters and practising ways in which to describe
their first impressions of characters, using quotes from the novel to support their ideas.
They have demonstrated their ability to read and analyse text and completed their first
year 8 assessment with confidence. The English department are very proud of them all!

Year 9
This year, we made the decision to bring back a classic: Of
Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Not only does this novel allow for mature discussions, it lends itself perfectly to the GCSE
English Language style questions. It has allowed our pupils to
explore our Christian Values and consider how the characters
abide (or perhaps don’t abide) by them.
It is important to note that Year 9 is the second to last full year
here at school so it is important that every minute counts in
English. Pupils are therefore learning key GCSE skills for their
Language exam this term, leading to an exam covering the
whole of Component 1: reading an extract and answering
questions, and writing their own short story.
Pupils have thoroughly enjoyed following George and Lennie’s journey and we look forward to what inspiration they take for their own stories next term.

Year 10
During this half term, Year 10 have been studying the approach to the GCSE English
Language Component 1 exam. This paper assesses understanding of 20 th century literature, through language analysis and evaluation. As well as this, students are given the
opportunity to write creatively, using the skills and techniques that are analysed in the
reading section. Year 10 will hone these skills until the Christmas break, where they will
sit a mock paper in exam conditions. This exam will take place on Monday 3rd December in school. The nature of this paper is repetitive, and the best successes will
be from those who familiarise themselves with the assessment objectives and can make
links to these from key exam question words.
In addition, Year 10 will benefit from reading widely and eruditely in their own time. This
will also contribute to the Woodchurch 1000 Challenge that we are launching after half
term! As little as twenty minutes of reading per day can result in a higher grade across
all subjects, as it also improves writing skills, either analytical or creative.
Year 10 are welcome to come along to after school revision sessions (see timetable below) and the Saturday College to aid valuable and constructed revision.

Year 11
During this half term, Year 11 are studying the approach to their Language Component 2
exam, the last component before in-class revision begins! Here, pupils are studying different styles of non-fiction writing which are all highlighted in the Literacy book (part of
basic equipment as of this year). This resource will be key for pupils to support with identifying the format of writing in Section B of the exam. Another useful tip for the non-fiction
paper is to ensure that Year 11 are reading as many non-fiction pieces as possible. Articles, reviews, letters are just some examples of the texts that Year 11 should be accessing; many of these are available on a smart phone!
As well as being able to write non-fiction pieces, pupils should also be clear with
SPEARFACTOR, or AFOREST so support them in identifying persuasive techniques.
Being able to spot these features will enable Year 11 to focus on the desired effects of
non-fiction writers.
This topic will also support revision of the Language Component 1 exam, which was
studied this time last year in Year 10, as many of the skills are the same. So, rest assured, Year 11!
Now is the time for Year 11 to get into good independent study habits. As highlighted by
Mrs Coombs in the Year 11 launch evening, your GCSEs will set you up for life! There is
no time like now! To support revision, there are weekly revision sessions in English 3
and 4 on a Thursday after school (timetable below) to support pupils with the Literature
papers.

On Wednesday 19th September, the Drama
department took the cast of our school production, Matilda the Musical, to see the West
End version of the show on tour at Manchester’s Palace Theatre! Pupils absolutely loved
the production and came back to school inspired and with lots of ideas to help them to
develop their characterisation!
Rehearsals for Woodchurch’s production of
Matilda are well underway and pupils are
working hard to learn songs, dances and lines for our performance on Tuesday 11 th
December. The production is an adaptation of Roald Dahl’s famous story, centred on
Matilda - a bright little girl with a magical gift! Pupils are really enjoying playing out Matilda’s adventures and can’t wait to perform to their family and friends in December!
Year 9
This half term Year 9 have made an excellent start to their GCSE
in Drama! Both classes have been working incredibly hard to develop their understanding of theatre and where it comes from!
They have looked at the history of theatre, starting in Ancient
Greece, stopping in Italy for Commedia Dell’Arte and returning to
England to consider Shakespeare and Pantomime.
Pupils have enjoyed exploring different genres of theatre and
have developed their skills and knowledge of Drama all whilst
having fun! Pupils have been practising for Component 2 of their
GCSE Exam, performing a range of extracts and developing their
characterisation skills. Notable performances included Ella Natton, Jess Ellis, Mia Carson and Nimah Taylor-Parnell in their interpretation of Carlo Goldoni’s ‘A Servant to Two Masters!’
Well done Year 9!

Year 10
Year 10 have also been working hard this half-term looking at
different theatre practitioners. Pupils started to experiment
with Bertolt Brecht’s Epic Theatre developing key skills including: gestus, sub-text and breaking the fourth wall. Following this, pupils considered Stanislavski’s Naturalistic style of
performance and considered different ways they could bring
texts to life and devise their own. They experimented with hot
-seating and the “Magic If” (imagining themselves in a set of
fictional circumstances and trying to work out how they would
react) to help develop their characters before moving on to
study Antonin Artuad’s Theatre of Cruelty.
Pupils experimented using different sounds, movements and
performance styles and created some really grotesque, Artaudian performances! Pupils most enjoyed this element of
the Learning Programme and managed to successfully scare Miss Willis when she visited their lesson!

Year 11
Year 11 are currently finishing their devised performance and portfolio for Component 1
of their GCSE and have been working incredibly hard. Pupils were given the stimulus of
War and explored different texts, videos and some poetry when creating their own work.
Pupils continue to attend additional classes each week to support with their rehearsal
and refinement and they are very much looking forward to their hard work paying off
when they perform their pieces before Christmas.

Year 11 Geography revision for year 11 has commenced and will take
place every Tuesday and Wednesday at 3.15 pm on the Humanities
corridor.
A big congratulations to the following pupils from Miss Joyce's classes who did exceptionally well in their first end of unit exam of this academic year. From Year 11: Matthew
Davis, Tine Oberholzer, Kuba Walczak and Nathan Williams and from Year 10: Lewis
Fryer and Sam Moorehead.

Year 11

Religious Studies revision sessions for Year 11 have begun.
They take place every Wednesday after school and are repeated during Thursday lunchtime. Whilst pupils are undergoing
revision lesson on Judaism in class, these after school sessions cover the
whole course and so it is important pupils attend in preparation for their
mock exams and the actual GCSE exams in May.

In addition, Mrs Keegan and Mrs Wilton are running an 'Aim Higher'
group for Year 11 pupils aiming for a grade 8 or 9 in Religious Studies.
This session takes place every Monday lunchtime in Hu1.
Years 7 and 8

The Humanities KS3 study support group continues to run each Friday lunchtime. Pupils can go and receive help and support with homework.
Congratulations
A huge congratulations to the following Year 11 pupils who all achieved a grade 8 in
their Judaism beliefs exam:
Molly Brown
Matthew Davies
Kuba Walczak
Tine Oberholzer
Keep up the fantastic work!

Extra-curricular visits
A group of Year 8 pupils are taking membership
of the Woodchurch Horrible Histories Club to another level when they visit the Floral Pavilion in
New Brighton to watch performances of the Terrible Tudors and the Awful Egyptians. A great time
is sure to be had by all!
Year 11
For Year 11 pupils, preparations for their GCSE
exams are well underway, with the Health and Medicine Through Time unit being the focus for revision sessions throughout the first half term of the academic year. After the
half term break, they will be completing an end of unit assessment on Medicine before
moving on to begin revision on the Germany 1919 – 1939 unit.
Important dates –
Paper 1 – Germany 1918 - 1939 and Elizabethan England 1558 – 1603
Monday 3rd June (am) 2019
Paper 2 - Health and Medicine Through Time and the Development of the UK 1919
- 1939
Thursday 6th June (pm) 2019
Year 11 support at home: can you give some help with the Learning Homework tasks by
testing once the information has been learnt?
Don’t forget to take advantage of Saturday College to get on with some independent revision.
Current and upcoming topics: all years
Year 7 pupils will soon be completing their unit on Historical Skills and will be moving on
to study different aspects of life in the Middle Ages (including the events of 1066!)
Year 8 pupils will soon be moving on from their Medicine topic to look at how life in Britain has changed from the 14th to the 21st century, including changes brought about by
the industrial revolution.
Year 9 pupils will be continuing their Health and Medicine Through Time unit, looking at
how attempts to prevent and treat illness and disease have changed over the last 1,000
years.
Year 10 pupils have recently completed the Germany 1918 -1939 unit and assessment,
and are now beginning their study of the Elizabethan Age 1558 – 1603.
Fun Fact
After World War Two ended in 1945, a Japanese soldier, Hiroo Onoda didn’t surrender and
continued the war because he didn’t know that Japan had surrendered and the war was over.
He finally found out that the war had ended and he surrendered in 1974—29 years after
peace had been made!

Celebrating success within Maths

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Esme Yates
Thomas Jones
Matthew Rylance
Katelyn Simmons
Marli Holden

Ella Dooley
Tyler Stratton
Joshua Gann
Faye Hudson
Daniel DavisCairns

Billy Dean
Mackenzie Makin
Fern Dowd
Joshua Stork
Kiera Benito
Aaron Wild
Courtney Jones

Year 10

Year 11

Leighton Reed
Leighton
Freya Ferguson
Fullalove
Alfie McDonough
Ben Rigby
Adam Taylor
Ben Kavanagh
Jack Newman
Ellie Price
Aimmee Wild
Jamie Gardiner
Sam Wilmot
Abbie Jo Carter
Fox Stevens-Clay
Charlotte
Cleaver
Joe Cooper
Stephen Wright

Year 11 GCSE success June 2018
The following pupils achieved more levels of progress than expected within Maths:
Ethan Draycott

Luke Holmes-Thompson

Benjamin Richards

Nathan Nabong

Harry Natton

Thaila Barker

Ellis Bolton

Daniel Cross

Thomas Draycott

Matthew Hassall

Rebecca Johnson
Maha Stephen

Liam Owens-Hughes
Benjamin Robertson

Last year the pupils below successfully followed the successful learning criteria and
made more levels of progress in maths than expected:

Marshall Dreelan, Eve Gilbert, Thomas Hudson, Kuba Walczak, Niamh Loftus,
Dylan Davies, Tia Currums,
Samuel Hudson, Benjamin Muirhead, Rowan Carter, Christina Broome,
James Herbert, Lee Nolan and Ben Rigby.

To ensure all pupils are confident with their
timetables, pupils have logins to access this
website, choose a rock star name and compete against pupils from all over the world.
Currently, Woodchurch High School is top in
the local area and on average, answering
questions in 4.18 seconds!
Alongside our place in the local area, the
top 4 pupils within Woodchurch High school
are also listed alongside with their current
average speed for answering questions!
Well done to Lewis O’Connell for having an
average speed of 0.73 seconds!

All pupils have now been supplied with their
username and password for MathsWatch. All
Maths staff have a copy of pupils usernames and
passwords should a pupil forget their login information. Tasks will be set by class teachers on a
regular basis for pupils to complete for homework. MathsWatch is an online resource to consolidate pupils learning. Video clips for each task
are available for pupils to view before attempting
the questions. Answers are marked immediately
after submission and pupils can attempt tasks as
many times as they wish.
Pupils are able to complete tasks on any computer with access to the internet as well as
iPhones and iPads.
Website: https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

A big thank you to all of the pupils who helped out within Maths on Open Evening, you
were a credit to the School. The night was a tremendous
success and this is only possible because of the hard work from both staff and pupils.
There were many events in the Maths corridor
including; a maths treasure hunt; puzzles room; curriculum area: estimation station and a
Times Tables Rock stars room. On the evening, over 70 logins were given out to prospective year 6 pupils with the hope of improving their times table recall before beginning
secondary school in September.

Curriculum Evening
At the MFL Curriculum Evening, parents and carers of pupils in Year 7 were shown
how best to support their child in learning a foreign language at home. Some of the tips
included:
-Encourage a ‘can do’ mentality
-Encourage a little and often approach
-Help test vocabulary learning
-Discourage the use of online dictionaries for chunks of language
-If possible encourage the use of internet and the school VLE for practising language
skills.
Year 7 has made a very positive start to the year in MFL. Pupils
have been very enthusiastic and engaged. Pupils have also completed their first speaking exams in French or Spanish which were
successful. Thank you for all of your hard work and revision!
Open Evening
Thank you to all of our MFL ambassadors and helpers for making
Opening Evening so fantastic! It was a very successful evening
where pupils could complete activities to revise or learn Spanish or
French vocabulary. Pupils also had the opportunity to learn about
Spanish festivals such as ‘Day of the Dead’, create Spanish booklets to take home and make 3D Eiffel towers. ᴉQué fantástico!

Year 11 Trial Speaking Exams
Year 11 pupils have been working hard to prepare for their trial speaking exams. Trial
exams will take place the first week back after half term (week commencing 29 th October). Pupils should be learning their General Conversation question answers at
home over the half term and using the ‘Speaking Mat’ to revise general vocabulary.
ᴉBuena suerte! Bonne Chance!

Linguist of the Month
The following pupils have been nominated for ‘Linguist of the Month’ by their class
teachers for an outstanding start to MFL this academic year and excellent home
learning. Well done, thank you, and keep up the hard work!
Year 7: Evie Kelly, Brook Royle, Savannah Povall, Aidan Maloney, Isabel Wilmot, Evie Barker, Grace Hornby
Year 8: Jude Platt, Jack Doughty, Kyle Flynn, Hannah Beasley, Olivia Edwards,
Faith Carman, Alex Willams, Kamy Senior
Year 9: Grace Glover, Logan Clarkson, Olivia Forrester, Joseph McLachlan, Mollie-Mae Bates, Ella Sharp, Ellie Harper, Chloe Styring, Aaron Wild, Jake Harding
Year 10: Liam Cooke, Kathryn Sheard, Meleeka Dinc, Melissa Jones, Izzy Collier
Year 11: Max Kelly, Ben Evans, Kuba Walczak, Matthew Davies, Rebecca Styring, Amber Harry, Chloe Jones, Ben Muirhead

On Friday 5th October Woodchurch High School’s Year 11 football team played against
FC Brage Trondenes, a Norwegian team currently touring in the UK. The game was
played at a very high tempo and FC Brage Trondenes won the game by 3 goals to 2.

KEEPING WODCHURCH GREEN!
At the end of last year, Woodchurch High School
was again awarded Green Flag status. This not only reaffirmed us as an Eco School but as a beacon
to all schools in the surrounding areas for everything related to conservation and the environment.
As well as all the Eco-Projects that we are involved
in, the most important element of our Eco Group is
that it is run by a committee of pupils. Each form
has its own Eco Reps and they bring any ideas or
suggestions to the committee. Similarly, any decisions made by the Committee following meetings with staff are fed back to the Reps
who then pass that information on to their forms. Therefore, it hoped that the work done
within the school and by the pupils, centres around issues that the pupils themselves
are concerned about.
Throughout the year there will be a number of events taking place to raise the profile of
those environmental issues that affect all of us and we will be starting soon with a
Bike2School week to promote sustainable transport methods and local litter picks to literally ‘clean up’ our local area. Living so close to the coast, the state of our oceans is of
particularly concern to us and so we will be looking closely at how we can reduce the
amount of plastic that is used and then discarded within our own school.
If anyone ever has any suggestions about things that we could get involved locally or
that they would like our Eco Reps to help with, then please free to get in touch.

Woodchurch High School have put Personal, Social, Health Education (PSHE) into the
KS3 timetable so that means our children in Year 7 and Year 8 will now have lessons
dedicated to this important subject. Over the year the children will learn about topics
such as healthy relationships, keeping safe, diversity and prejudice and consent.
This term Year 7 are learning about personal identity. They are learning to identify what
is special about themselves, how to be resilient and what to do if they are having a difficult day.
Year 8 are learning about healthy lifestyles and drugs and alcohol, this term. They will
understand what the risks are associated with alcohol and drugs and how to manage
situations involving alcohol and drugs.
In addition to the lessons the younger children have, all children at Woodchurch High
School continue to learn about PSHE through assemblies, ‘drop down days’ and form
time.

Charity Fund Raising
We would like to congratulate all pupils and staff for their outstanding contribution to
raising money for our five selected charities:
Race for Life
Tearfund
Ronald McDonald House
Merseyside Society for the Deaf
MACS
Close to £9,000 was raised across the academic year in a range of different ways. We
would also like to thank the School Interact
Team who worked closely with different charity groups and helped co-ordinate a number
of the fund raising events.
We hope the money raised by pupils from Woodchurch High School makes a difference
in the lives of those individuals who need it most.
Well done and keep up the excellent work.

Bikeability
Twenty-four Year 7 pupils completed the
Bikeability training on 4th October. Once pupils had been shown how to assess and
check their own bikes for road worthiness,
they practised basic cycling skills in the safety of the school playground before heading
out onto public roads. Feedback from the
organisers “Bikeright,” as well as the pupils,
was very positive. All Year 7 pupils are now
eligible to apply for a school bike pass –
forms are available from the school office.

Saturday College is a great opportunity for
our pupils to be treated as young adults and
sample a 'College' working atmosphere.
Self study has been identified as one of
the most influential factors in ensuring pupils hit target grades for subjects they are
studying for.
They also build in long term benefits, giving
pupils ‘Life Study Skills’ to promote long term learning practices, giving pupils
the ‘stepping stones’ to further their studies and build a career pathway for
themselves.
Saturday College runs from 9am – 12 noon
Complimentary breakfast is served at 10:30am
All Year 10s and 11s are welcome to attend.
If parents/carers have any queries please contact cartledgejst@woodchurchhigh.wirral.sch.uk. Pupils need to see Mr Cartledge or simply signup in the
school foyer for the date they can attend.
This year’s dates are as follows:
Saturday 10th November
Saturday 24th November
Saturday 8th December
Saturday 19th January
Saturday 2nd Feb
Saturday 9th March
Saturday 23rd March
Saturday 27th April
Saturday 11th May

Friday 19th October 2018

Staff Development Day
(pupils not in school)

Monday 22nd October –
Friday 26th October 2018

Half Term

Monday 29th October 2018

All pupils return to school

Friday 2nd November 2018

Year 11 Reports Issued

Monday 12th November 2018

Year 11 Trial Exams Start

Monday 12th November 2018

PTA Meeting—6.30 pm

Friday 30th November 2018

Year 11 Trial Exams End

Monday 10th December 2018

PTA Meeting

Tuesday 11th December 2018

Drama Production

Thursday 13th December 2018

Farm Christmas Fair

Thursday 20th December 2018

Christmas Assemblies

Friday 21st December 2018

School closes for Christmas Break

Monday 24th December 2018 –
Friday 4th January 2019

Christmas Break

Monday 7th January 2019

All pupils return to school

