“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

Romans 6:4

As part of the Archbishop of York Award, 8YN Visited Birkenhead’s Pyramid Centre distributing “Happy Easter” cards
to members of the public. This Random Act of Kindness
brought pleasure and joy to people who were delighted to
receive this thoughtful gesture.
Congratulations to Hannah Robertson, 9XN, for designing
the card.
At the end of term we will be very sad to say goodbye to two
members of our community. Mrs Elaine Reevell after 16
years at Woodchurch High School working as a Teaching
Assistant, Mrs Reevell is finally retiring. She has made a
difference to many children’s lives with her outstanding support and care. Mrs Reevell also introduced beekeeping to Woodchurch High School
and provided batches of Woodchurch High School honey! We wish her every happiness for her retirement.
Rev Graeme Skinner, Vicar of St Mary’s in Upton. Through assemblies and
presentations to staff, Mr Skinner has helped Woodchurch High School in the development of its Christian Ethos and Christian Values. Mr Skinner has always witnessed his
faith to our community and energised and encouraged us in our work.

As part of our programme for Year 11 students, we are, once again, organising free
and targeted revision sessions during the Easter holidays.
The focus of these sessions will be to support and help Year 11 pupils to achieve the
best possible grade in the forthcoming GCSE examinations.
We feel that this is an ideal opportunity for many of our pupils to gain more practice in
examination technique and benefit from extra support to build their confidence in the
remaining weeks they have in school.
Please find below the programme of sessions.
02-Apr
03-Apr
04-Apr
05-Apr
06-Apr
Sat
Sun
09-Apr
10-Apr
11-Apr
12-Apr
13-Apr

Bank Holiday
Maths 9.30am -1pm
RS 9.30am-11.30am
PE 9.30am-11.30am
Science 10am-3pm
ICT 9.30am-2pm

English 10am-2pm
English 10am-2pm
Drama 10am-3pm
ECAD 9.30am-2.30pm
Higher Spanish
9.30am-11.30am
Foundation Spanish
11.30am-1pm

I am sure you will agree that this represents a substantial commitment on the part of
the school and teaching staff, and I trust that your child/ward will take full advantage of
this excellent opportunity.
Thank you for your continued support.

Can we respectfully remind parents of the school uniform rules and general school rules
which, if not adhered to, will result in sanctions for your child:








Fizzy drinks, including Lucozade, are not allowed anywhere in the school building
or its surround.
Aerosol cans should only be taken out and used when in the sports centre after PE
lessons. The spraying of these aerosol cans in the school or on the bus has resulted in severe asthma attacks for some of our pupils. Consequently they may only
be used when necessary after PE.
School skirts should be no more than 2” above the knee and should be of a nonjersey fabric.
School shoes should be as described on our website. Trainers and trainer-shoes
are not allowed.
Only one pair of small earrings (one earring in each ear) and a watch are allowed.
No other jewellery is permitted.
Make–up and nail varnish are not permitted. Pupils wearing inappropriate makeup or nail varnish will be asked to remove it.

Thank you for your consideration and cooperation in this matter. If you wish for any further information or to discuss these issues further please feel free to contact your son/
daughter’s/ward’s Pupil Progress Leader.

Update on Mobile Phone/Smart Device Policy
As you are aware, we have strict rules around pupils’ use of mobile telephones in
school. They are permitted to bring them to school, but they are not permitted to have
them on or out of their pockets during the day. Should they choose to do so, then they
will be confiscated.

Part of the reasoning behind this is that pupils’ use of social media and messaging services can distract them from their work in school. These applications have also been
used for negative, bullying incidents and the prohibiting of mobile telephones has reduced the number of such incidents in school.
Recently, pupils have been coming into schools with smart watches. These watches
can be used to access the internet, social media sites and some can be used to take
photographs. This is obviously concerning as they have the same capabilities as a mobile telephone.
To further ensure the safety of the pupils, smart watches will be prohibited in school after the half term holiday. Should a pupil have one on, it will be confiscated (as would
their mobile telephone) and returned at the end of the day. Again, as with mobile telephones, should they choose to bring it again, it will be kept in the school safe until such
time as an adult comes to collect it on their behalf.

On Wednesday 7th March, the Year 9 Art
Ambassadors visited St Andrew’s Primary
School in Bebington. They spent the day
working with primary students from Reception
up to Year 6 and The Art and Soul Man,
Chris Gilbert - an artist who specialises in
creating huge pieces of art work based on
Christian values for schools.
The school were making a new focal point for
their hall for use during worship. Each class
had focused on a fruit of the spirit e.g. gentleness, love, self control. They had also chosen
an accompanying colour of the rainbow. The
focal point included all the colours of the rainbow, symbols of light and art depicting some
of the Bible stories the children had learnt
about linked to each fruit of the spirit.

The Year 9 pupils had a lovely day, they were
a fantastic help to the teachers and excellent
role models to the children. The teachers
commented that they couldn't have done the
work without the help of the Woodchurch Art
Ambassadors.

GCSE Photography—Liverpool Trip
The Year 9 Photography group walked
their socks off when we visited Liverpool
City recently. The purpose of this trip
was to take photos in the style of the
photographer we are researching called
Giacoma Costa. He photographs modern
buildings looking at sharp angles and
perspective. The pupils will now use
Photoshop to build up their compositions
similar to the style of the photographer.

Year 7 Art Ambassadors
Year 7 pupils have been looking at Indian Art and the history
of Paisley patterns and in order to enrich their understanding
and knowledge of this topic, Art Ambassadors have recently
been given the opportunity to attend a workshop at
the Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool.
Prior to the workshop pupils were given a guided tour of the
latest exhibition in the Gallery entitled, 'Slaves of Fashion:
New Works by The Singh Twins.' Pupils loved the work of the
twins and were fascinated by the history of Indian textiles and
how the Singh Twins had linked it to the issues in the world
today.
After the exhibition pupils worked alongside artists from the
museum to find out more about Paisley and used the motif and different mixed media to create their own hanging mobiles.

Year 7
This half term, Year 7 have continued their work on the theme of Nature and the Environment, spending time reflecting on our own involvement with the environment, and
what we can do to encourage others to help save the planet. Pupils have been learning
to distinguish between formal and informal writing, and have been successfully using a
number of persuasive techniques to write speeches and letters convincing people to
join them in their mission to protect the planet and its animals. This has been a wonderful topic to explore, and Year 7 have proved themselves to be compassionate and
mature, making a number of sensible and proactive suggestions on how to fight animal
testing, reduce our plastic use, and combat battery farming.
We hope that Year 7 have enjoyed this scheme of work, and put their new-found skills
of persuasion to good use!
SPARKS Update
Our SPARKs pupils recently visited Liverpool Library and the World Museum which
aimed to encourage the pupils to have a positive relationship with books. The pupils
had a fantastic time exploring the library, and many were mesmerised by the different
types of books that were on offer.
Pupils continue to meet twice a week during form time to read and engage in interactive
activities which aim to promote their love of learning and a culture of reading. Our
SPARKS pupils continue to enjoy their time together and look forward to many more
opportunities to improve their reading.
Year 8
Year 8 have been studying the Unseen Poetry element of their GCSE English Literature
exam, whilst looking at the theme of ‘Parent and Child Relationships’. Pupils were encouraged to use the analytical skills that they learnt in Year 7. The English department
were very impressed with the delicate way that pupils were talking about these poems,
and their sensitivity to the topics within them.
Pupils have now moved on to looking at Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing and
how parent and child relationships are displayed in this. The pupils have approached
this topic with great enthusiasm and have been able to make confident links between
this play and Romeo and Juliet, which they studied in Year 7. In particular, the department has been happy with some of the character profiles that have been produced,
alongside the storyboard of the plot of the play. They have been working on their assessment skills by improving their knowledge of subject terminology and identifying
these techniques in the text.

Wicked Theatre Trip
The English department took a group of Year 7 and Year
8 pupils to see Wicked the Musical in the Empire Theatre
in Liverpool on Monday 19th March. This trip was open to
pupils who have demonstrated a great deal of enthusiasm
in their English lessons and achieved excellent BFL
scores in their Autumn progress reports. The staff who
took part in the trip were very impressed with how well the
pupils behaved and the feedback from pupils was very
positive.
Year 9
This half term, Year 9 have been looking at how to write their own speeches. This forms
part of their preparation for their GCSE English Language Component 2 exam, where
pupils will be expected to produce two pieces of transactional writing, with 30 minutes to
write each. In order to support this, classes have been looking at a breadth of inspirational speeches ranging from Martin Luther King’s ‘I Have a Dream…’ speech and
Stormzy’s recent rap at the BRIT Awards surrounding the Grenfell Tower Disaster. To
do this, Year 9 have been studying a range of techniques that writers use to create persuasive speeches. This can easily be remembered by the acronym SPEARFACTOR+.
These techniques should be used in their upcoming assessment to show their teachers
just how persuasive they can be!
Some practise questions have included:




Write a speech to deliver to the English department to persuade them to abolish
English homework.
Write a speech to deliver to Year 7 about the importance of Integrity at Woodchurch High School.
Write a speech to deliver to Ms Phillips and the School Governors to persuade
them to make the school day shorter.

These exemplar exam responses have provided a wealth of engagement and enjoyment for Year 9, and it has been a pleasure to facilitate these discussions.
To aid with revision towards the assessment, and for these tasks in Year 11, Year 9
should be sure to revise key features of non-fiction writing and how to incorporate persuasive techniques (SPEARFACTOR+), in their writing. They should also show an
awareness of purpose, audience, format and tone (PAFT), to ensure that their speeches
can be as persuasive as possible.

Year 10
Year 10 have had a busy half-term with the run up to their second lot of mock exams. In
English, they have covered a wide range of subjects during their study of the WJEC Poetry Anthology, from gentle love to the violent realities of war. During their lessons, Year
10 have been learning more about the context of the poems, the poets' opinions and
thinking about their own: how they view love, war, nature, and many other topics. This is
the essence of studying poetry, reflecting on our own opinions and learning how to express, sometimes even challenge, those opinions.
Year 10 have also had the pleasure of returning to Macbeth, the Scottish play. The classes donned their kingly crowns and witch cackles once more to study Macbeth's tragic
downfall, a gripping story of power and ambition. Year 10 watched as everything natural
in the play became twisted up with Macbeth's own morality: "fair is foul and foul is fair".
It has been a short but very enjoyable term, and we hope that Year 10 keep their motivation up as we approach the final term and a brand new play: the thrilling tale of An
Inspector Calls that they were able to watch at the beginning of February when the
ManACTco theatre company performed an adaptation in school.
Year 11
Year 11 are fast approaching their first English GCSE, 9 weeks to be exact! It is vital
that our pupils are making every minute count during lessons and whilst at home.
Whether that is re-reading the set literature texts, browsing the resources on the VLE or
practising exam style questions against the clock, every little helps!
As ever, we still continue to deliver revision sessions every Thursday from 3.15pm
which cover characters and key themes from the set texts, and poems from the literature anthology. Every pupil should be attending these to support them in their final preparations for the exams.
English Literature Component 1 comes first on Tuesday 22nd May, where pupils will be
asked to answer two questions on Macbeth and two questions on poems from their
Eduqas Anthology. This is closely followed by Component 2 on Friday 25 th May which
includes A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls and Unseen Poetry. As there are a
number of texts the pupils study, we advise pupils to re-read them independently as it is
essential that they have a solid understanding of plot, character and themes.
As you may already know, pupils have been involved in a number of ‘Walk Through
Mocks’ which aimed to provide pupils with the approach to each exam question and
‘insider’ hints and tips. Pupils have a final session in the hall with English on the morning of Thursday 22nd March where we will cover the key areas that were raised following
their recent final mock exams.

Year 11
As pupils have completed their mocks, they should have a secure idea of what targets
they have, thus enabling them to focus their revision – whether at home or in Saturday
College. It is essential that pupils know key quotations from all of the texts in English Literature as they will not be provided with a copy of the text in the examinations. They
should be confident with describing plot, character and themes in A Christmas Carol, An
Inspector Calls and Macbeth. However, if pupils are still unsure about how to revise for
English, they should log into the English VLE where there are numerous resources for
both Language and Literature. Pupils can access this for free and print off invaluable resources that they can use for their revision. On there are copies of lessons, resources
from the Walk Throughs, revision sessions, worksheets and links to SPAG games and
useful documentaries or blogs.
We also continue to sell revision guides. Below you can see the guides we sell here at
school for only £2.50 each!

To support preparation for the impending examinations, English staff will be delivering intense revision during the Spring break on Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th
April (10.00am – 2.00pm). All pupils are welcome.

Year 11

With exams less than 5 weeks away it is vital that year 11 students attend the support
sessions on Tuesday after school in Humanities 5. Intervention takes place in Humanities 5 on Monday and Thursday lunch time.
Year 10 have completed their mock exams, with some excellent performances.
Year 7 have begun a project on Africa looking at different tribal cultures and how
their lives differ from ours in the UK.

Year 9 students attended a trip to Chester Cathedral on 12th February to develop their knowledge for their Religious Studies GCSE.
Students had a guided tour of the Cathedral where they learnt about
the key features. Students also took part in a workshop where they
expressed religion through artwork by designing and painting canvases. Students enjoyed the trip and have brought their art work
back to school where they will be displayed in the Humanities corridor.

Year 11
Revision continues for Year 11 history students. We are completing Paper 1
and the topic of Elizabeth (Germany has been completed). After the Easter
holidays, we’ll be starting Paper 2 which including Medicine Through Time and UK
1920s - 1980s.
Paper 1 exam is Monday 4-June (AM) and Paper 2 exam is Friday 8-June (PM)
Year 11 support at home
Try some ‘quick quiz’ tests (random questions from the revision guides) and let students
give you the answer
Current and upcoming topics: all years.
Year 7 have started the Tudors and the Reformation. Great topics and really interesting
for UK history!
Year 8 are currently working on USA in the 1920s. Roaring Twenties; cinema, Jazz,
changes in women’s lives and prohibition!
Year 9 are coming to the end of the Medicine Through Time topic. Finishing with medicine on the Western Front in World War One.
Year 10 have just completed their mock examinations and are beginning the topic of
Elizabeth.
Upcoming history events
China’s First Emperor and the Terracotta Warriors at the Liverpool Museum. Amazing
showcase of Chinese history - not to be missed!

Wider reading
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. Story about the escape of a Jewish family from Copenhagen, Denmark during World War II.
Fun Facts!
March was known as Hlyda, or Lide in Old English, which means ‘loud'. This was referring to the March winds, which were considered very noisy.

Celebrating success within Maths
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Emily Hickson William Wilson
Scott Bowen
Chloe Hulmston
Alicia Bell
Evans
Neve Jones
Alfie Griffiths
Daniel Porter
Tom Corcoran
Ben Foran
Ella Clements
Adam Taylor
Nathan Morton
Lewis James
Rachel Batchelor Demi-Leigh
Joshua Pyper
Lewis Craig
Jessica Murphy
Emily Simms
Smith
Jack Wilson
Alexandra McCormac
Jairus Dalis
Robyn Barlow
Leighton Reed
Georgia Davey
Billy Dean
Hannah Robertson
Imogen Rees
Alex Martin
George Simon
Ellie-Rose Bennett
Megan Ford
Ewan Kotz
Hannah Martin

Year 11 students have the
opportunity to practice GCSE
sample exam questions or get some
additional support with their revision.

GCSE revision will begin
again after Easter for all year
11 pupils.

All students are
welcome to make use of the ICT
facilities in the Maths
department and get a head start
on their homework or do some revision with the assistance of a
member of the Maths faculty

To ensure all pupils are confident with their timetables, pupils have logins to access this
website, choose a rock star name and compete against pupils from all over the world.
Currently, Woodchurch High School is third in the local area and on average, answering
questions in 4.35 seconds!
Alongside our place in the local area, the top 2 pupils within Woodchurch High school are
also listed alongside their current average speed for answering questions! Well done to
Joseph Matthews for having an average speed of 0.07 seconds!

UKMT Individual Challenge
A massive congratulations to some of the pupils in Years 9 and 10 who completed
the annual UKMT Maths Challenge. The pupils were asked to complete some very
difficult problem solving based questions in order to achieve some certificates.
Certificates were awarded to the following pupils:
Year 9—Hannah Robertson (bronze award) and Daniel Hemer (silver award).
Year 10—Jakub Walczak, Ramon Whelan and Joshua Harrison (bronze award),
Eve Gilbert, Samuel Roberts and Emily Beattie (silver award) and Daniel Jones received a gold certificate and was invited to compete in the next round in the event.
Well done Daniel!

UKMT Team Challenge
On Tuesday 6th March, four of our pupils were selected to take part in the national UKMT
Team Challenge at Birkenhead School. It was a full day Maths event and consisted of 3
rounds:
The cross-number round, shuttle round and the general round.
These were very difficult questions, designed to really test some of the highest attaining
pupils in our school. The four pupils chosen were from years 8 and 9 and they really enjoyed the day, finishing 11th out of 22 schools from all across the North West.
The pupils who competed were: Daniel Hemer and Reece Myers (Year 9) and James
Roberts and George Hughes (Year 8). Well done to all four of you!

Below are the top pupils within the year 7 and 8 times table champions league. These
pupils have the most correct answers in the shortest possible time. Pupils will be tested
again before the next half term—remember to use TT Rock stars to improve your times
tables.

Year 9 Pupil Voice
A significant number of pupils stated that they wanted to find out more about French
and Spanish culture. As a result we are planning starters in our lessons to revisit
Spanish and French culture. Students were positive about the new weekly vocabulary
tests and students said that they felt more confident, proud and well-prepared for their
final exams. Nearly 40% of students asked for revision sessions after school, this will
be organised for the summer term. Pupils should ask their teacher if they want more
details.
Spanish Club
In Spanish Club this month we have been focusing on looking at
Spanish culture through quizzes and board games. Those who have
been attending have had the opportunity to learn about Hispanic celebrities, history and traditions. We have also played revision games
to develop our speaking skills. Remember Spanish Club is on every
Friday at 12:25 in MFL6 for any Year 7 students who would like to
get involved.
Year 11
Year 11 are working hard to prepare their general conversation answers for their speaking exam in the summer term. Remember that
MFL support is Thursday after school or Wednesday for French
Higher Tier.
Languages Trip to University of Liverpool
Year 9 pupils were given the fantastic opportunity to go to the University of Liverpool to
participate in a Languages Day. They completed workshops on Mandarin, French and
Spanish. Students behaved impeccably throughout the day and won three out of the
four competitions that took place on the day. Bravo!
Linguists of the Month
Every month the teachers in MFL nominate pupils who have stood out for excellent
engagement and progress. Well done to the following pupils:
Year 10: Abbie-Jo Carter, Gavin Wong, Daniel Ashcroft
Y8 Ellie Harper
Year 7: Cobi Malone, Maisie Bolton, Megan Sprakes, Rachel Batchelor, Isabelle Martin, Jake Howard, Alex Williams, Emily Simms, Callum Stratton, Luka Ford, Ella Winstanley, Ellie-Mae Boyd

Girls’ Football Tournament
Since September, eight girls from key stage 3 have been taking part in an inclusive
football tournament at Greenbank Sports Academy. On the 5 th March we competed in
the final against some really strong teams. The girls gave it their all, and it was evident
how much their confidence had grown since the start of the tournament. We started
with a team who were a bit nervous, and by the final they were all getting stuck in and
running to tackle the other girls.
Thanks to a few fantastic goals by Robyn Barlow,
set up by Faith Carman, and some great saves
by Aimee Mercer, but mainly a fantastic team effort, we came away with a silver medal. The girls
were ecstatic to have done so well, and all want
to compete again next year. The objective of the
tournament was to encourage more girls to take
up the sport, and it is safe to say that this has
been achieved. Well done girls!
The medal winners –
Woodchurch High School and Altbridge School

Power Hockey Tournament
On the 12th March 5 students took part in a Power
Hockey Tournament at Greenbank Sports College. From year 7 there was Lucy Beck, Harry
Penketh, Kyle Flynn and Fletcher Spencer, and
from year 9 we had Jenson Hughes.
The team competed against some much older
teams, and all mastered control of the wheelchairs by the end of the competition. They progressed through to second place with some great
goals by Kyle and Fletcher, and great defence by
Lucy. Everyone had a great day and they were
pleased to come away with medals.

The annual ski trip was held this year in Zell Am See, Austria. As the pictures show the resort was beautiful and the
skiing was brilliant. Pupils were able to ski on the main
mountain and also a glacier a short drive away that allowed
pupils to ski at 3,000m.
The next trip is currently being organised and letters will be
out at the start of the Summer term.

Electric Wheelchair Taster Session and Primary Athletics Session
On the 26th March, a coach from Choices at
Greenbank came to Woodchurch to organise an
Electric Wheelchair taster session during the
morning. 30 of our students from all year groups
took part over the course of the morning, they
practiced controlling the wheelchairs which is
harder than it looks! They then played games
such as British Bulldogs and Wheelchair football.
They all enjoyed taking part and learning new
skills, and there was a lot of laughter!
In the afternoon the coach had organised a Primary Athletics Session, to which we invited St
Michael and All Angels Primary school and
some students from Foxfield School. We had 25
students here, chosen as they would benefit the
most from a fun activity afternoon. They took
part in activities such as an obstacle course,
javelin and discus throwing, and relay races. All
of the students thoroughly enjoyed coming over
to Woodchurch High School, and they had fun
doing all of the different sports.

PSHCEE at Woodchurch during Spring 2 has been focusing on Health
and Wellbeing.
Lessons, Form time and assemblies this half
term have included reference to:





Daisy Ellison, Y10, working in collaboration
with girls from other schools to build the
tallest spaghetti tower!



Puberty (Year 7)
Mental Health and Body Image (Year 8)
Peer Pressure (Year 9)
Role Models (Year 10)
Taking Responsibility for Personal Health
(Year 11)

On 14th March, Miss Carr took a
group of young women from Year 10
to London for International Women’s
Day for a RockinUrTeens conference. The pupils had the opportunity
to hear from inspiring, successful
women in today’s world of work and
hear advice about how to develop
a growth mindset, how to make a
positive impact on the world and
how to design a life that you love.
In particular, the pupils enjoyed
the spoken word poetry of Sophia
Thakur, who’s charm and enchanting stage presence, along with her
humanitarian message, became a
beacon for free expression, women’s rights and mental health.

This half term, our Eco Warriors
continue to meet weekly, to
discuss their impact on the
Woodchurch community, and
our school’s impact on the
wider community!
The Eco Committee has hosted a week-long Fair Trade chocolate
sale, to support the work of farmers and
cocoa growers globally. Here at Woodchurch, we do not support the exploitation of workers, nor do we support those
who add to the global poverty crisis.
This half term, the Eco Committee are also tackling the community litter
problem by hosting a poster competition to remind people not to drop litter or spoil our community – winners to be announced after the Easter holidays!

On our Bike2School week, pupils (and
staff!) were encouraged to use economical and environmentally friendly methods
to get to school. Pupils who cycled to
school received a raffle ticket and were
entered into a prize draw to win one of
three £10 Love2Shop vouchers! In addition,
a very timely warm breakfast awaited bikers on the cold and blustery Thursday morning!
Well done to Connor Wolfe (pictured) for
winning a voucher and for
continuing to act in the interest of our environment by cycling to school!

Mersey STEM @ LJMU
Pupils from Year 9 enjoyed a morning at the Big Bang Event in LJMU. They participated in ‘The Physics of Bottle Flipping’ workshop as well as an Aquaponics workshop delivered by Farm Urban. Pupils had the opportunity to visit the ‘Market Place’ where they
had the opportunity to talk to universities and employers from the region and were offered advice and guidance on Higher Education.

Pupils thoroughly enjoyed the event and are looking forward to finding out more about
their futures.
Celebrating WiSTEM @LJMU
15 girls from Years 9 and 10 spent the afternoon celebrating the contributions of women in STEM. During the event, the girls had the opportunity to speak to female researchers about the latest developments in space and drone technology. They were
then treated to a special screening of the smash hit film of 2016 ‘Hidden Figures’. The
girls enjoyed pizza and popcorn as they learnt a huge amount about the impact women
have on STEM. A brilliant day was had by all, the girls left feeling really motivated and
inspired!
Aquaponics Project
Year 9 pupils were lucky enough to receive a wonderful TED talk from Farm
Urban all about the ‘Future Food Challenge’. Pupils learnt about food for the
future for everyone in the 21st century
and beyond. They explored how we
must look into more sustainable options including urban farming and aquaponics.
Pupils applied to take part in the future
food challenge, the selected 15 pupils for the project were: Hannah Robertson,
Kendrick Moore, Aimee Smith, Kayla Liversage, James Ford, Sam Moorhead, Ryan
Prior, Emma Rose Pue, Heather Fox, Fox Clay-Stevens, Marc Ombler, Melissa Jones,
Deakin Gill, Sam Morris and Daniel Bennett.
Pupils spent the day in Farm Urban’s Liverpool Agri Lab learning all about the science
behind aquaponics. They are now completing a 12 week project building their own produce pod, producing food using fish waste, designing their own aquaponics system
and building a business model around it.
The pupils are having lots of fun developing great transferable skills such as team
work, leadership, creativity, engineering, design and science.
We wish them every success with the competition.

The UK Space Design Competition National Final,
London
This half term saw our team of twelve year ten and eleven
pupils take part in the National Final of the UK Space Design Competition, hosted at Imperial College, London.
The twelve pupils had already competed at a regional level
to qualify for the final and were excited for the extended
four day trip to London.
We had a jam packed few days taking in the sights, visiting
the museums, watching ‘Wicked’ and sampling some lovely chocolates at Harrods.
Then the hard work started!
The competition ran over two days with all of our pupils working from 08:00 hrs on Saturday morning through until 22:00 hrs Saturday night and some staying up until
01:00hrs Sunday at the hotel to finish the job!

All the pupils were fantastic school ambassadors during the trip and they demonstrated
exceptional endurance throughout the day. Their ability to deal with setbacks, communicate with pupils from other schools and support each other in a very challenging
environment was admirable and they should be commended.
Special mention should be made to Thomas Hudson in year 10, who although, one of
the youngest participants at the event, was noticed by the judges and awarded the Dick
Edwards Award - also known as the ‘quiet leader’ award. He was one of only 5 pupils
to receive this prestigious award at the event.

It has been a fun-packed half term for Guides. We started the half term off by celebrating World Thinking Day
when we remember Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and
Leaders all over the world who are part of the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.
Guides then started their Science badge by exploring
how chemicals react together to make slime. Mrs
Howarth was on hand to help and we very much appreciate her guidance. Guides will complete the badge after
the Easter break.

At our final meeting of the term we were visited by
Therapy Dogs Nationwide, a registered charity which
is managed entirely by volunteers. The handlers told
Guides about the valuable work they do in hospital,
hospices, residential homes and schools. Cosmo,
Spartacus and Bramble were very calm around the
girls and it was easy to understand how they would
bring comfort, companionship and happiness during
their visits.
You can find out more about the work Therapy Dogs
do by visiting their website:
www.therapydogsnationwide.org

The PTA are in need of continued support so if you have time to get involved please
contact Steve Roper via woodchurchptasecretary@gmail.com. Please Help the PTA to
Help YOUR School.
Details of recent 100 Club Draws are as follows:

First Prize:
Joe Kielty
Second Prize: Jan Cavanagh
The Summer Fair is on Saturday 16th June. Please would Parents/Carers send in contributions for raffle prizes, bric-a-brac and book stalls.

Year 8 pupils have been working hard on their Archbishop of York Award challenges
this term. Mr Joplin and Mrs Smith have been very impressed with the standard of pupils’ evidence files and have shared some of the challenges being undertaken:
For my Archbishop of York challenges I have been helping my Mum around the house.
She sometimes finds things hard so I really felt the need to help her for my challenges
and give her the spare relaxation time she needs! I feel so proud of myself because I
know my Mum won’t be stressing as much and we really helped her! I have really
learnt to respect others and put those in need or those who just need help before myself. Megan
For my Archbishop of York personal challenges I have cooked dinner, worked with
Year 7 pupils in Behaviour for Learning mentorship and volunteered in my local youth
centre. While doing this I have felt a great deal of happiness from helping and making
others’ lives better, but it has made me realise how privileged I am. The Archbishop of
York Award has made me realise that “being the change I want to see” isn’t just about
doing this for an award, but that helping others is the best feeling and that to truly be
the change you must realise there is always someone worse off than you and it is your
responsibility to help them. William
For my Archbishop of York challenges I helped my Nan around the house. I cleaned
the lamps for her and dusted the paintings. I also washed the dishes for my Mum so
that she could put my sister to bed on time. Finally, I helped my school at the Christmas Fair. I helped a young girl find Santa’s Grotto and helped her build up her courage
to go in. Joseph
For our Archbishop of York challenge we helped our Form Tutor during Form Time by
doing jobs for her, e.g. giving out booklets and collecting them in. We did this to represent our compassion towards our Form and our Form Tutor. For our Silver award, we
helped our parents around the house, looking after our siblings and our pets. We also
helped clean and walked the dogs. This represented service by helping others. Lastly
we completed some challenges our Form Tutor set for us. Heidi and Lilly

Year 9 DofE pupils should all now be up and
running with their volunteering, physical and
skills section. Evidence needs to be uploaded to their DofE account, and can include
photographs, videos, and diaries. This needs
to be completed before expedition in June.
Our next training session will be on tents and camp craft – pitching and striking a tent
and how to use stoves safely.

Panathlon— 15th March
On Thursday 15th March, 8 pupils took part in a
multi sports ‘Panathlon’ tournament held at
Greenbank Sports Academy in Sefton, Liverpool.
The pupils who not only took part but excelled
were Liam Buck, Scott Caddock, Callum Laurrie,
Callum Stoddard, Jenson Hughes, Sonny New
Dilworth, Fletcher Spencer and Ryan Slattery.
Scott, Sonny and Jenson kicked off the tournament by winning their first Boccia match against
Liverpool, showing skill and class with every
throw. Meanwhile, Liam, Fletcher, Ryan, Callum L
and Callum S all took part in table tennis where
Woodchurch carried on with their winning streak.

Woodchurch's 8 pupils also took part in the long
jump, shot putt, table cricket, football and also the
Javelin throw which Ryan S won by throwing the
javelin a massive 15 metres. It was amazing.
The Panathlon ended with a series of relay races.
These consisted of short fast races and also longer races containing obstacles. This was Scott
Caddock’s time to shine. When called up to run
his leg of the race, Scott’s skills could have been described as something out of a Tom
Cruise Mission Impossible movie. The main highlight being his forward roll under the
bridge that stood in his way. The whole team were amazed.
Overall the day was a great success with every pupil saying they had enjoyed themselves and would like to take part in another event like this.

The Spectacular Climbing Hangar!
On Tuesday 6th March 2018, some lucky Year 7’s went
to the Climbing Hangar in Liverpool. We took the mini
bus over to Liverpool with ecstatic pupils – they were so
excited about the day to come!
When we arrived, Mr Simpson and Mr Magill checked
that we were all there and that we hadn’t forgotten anyone, luckily we hadn’t! We walked in an orderly line into
the front desk and checked in. We then walked up
some stairs into an area where we could eat and rest throughout the morning, if we got
tired. There was a balcony that overlooked the ship, where we were going to climb so
TA’s could watch if they were helping other children.
We walked into the Little Hangar. We were set four challenges:





Climb to the top of the wall and hang for 10 seconds
Climb to the top and touch the pink rock with
your right hand
Climb all the way around the Little Hangar
Climb around the challenging, upside down
Hangar. This was hard

After 40 minutes climbing the Little Hangar, we had a
quick five minute break. There were some yummy
brownies and rocky road in the café, so some of us
indulged. After the break, half of the group went with
Mr Simpson and Mr Magill to master a more challenging wall, while the other half played and had fun on the
ship, on the slide and on the walls. Rose said “this
was the first school trip I have been on, and it was the best ever!”
There were some more challenges in the more difficult Hangar. Faith tried to climb upside down and mastered it! She was amazing and said “it was so much fun and I have
no fear so I loved it!”
This trip was amazing and we can’t wait to go to
the Climbing Hangar again.
After lunch, we set off to the Liverpool World Museum. We went floor by floor, reading about the
different topics, such as fish, Ancient Egyptians,
Space and Bugs. We took some good pictures
and learned a few new things, such as the different layers in a Mummy – Take a look at our picture
here!

Thursday 29th March 2018

Easter Assemblies
School Closes for Spring Break 3.15 pm

Monday 2nd April 2018 Friday 13th April 2018

Spring Break—School Closed to All Pupils

Monday 16th April 2018

School Re-opens to All Pupils
PTA Meeting

Tuesday 17th April 2018

10X Parents’ Evening

Thursday 19th April 2018

10Y Parents’ Evening

Thursday 26th April 2018

Year 9 Launch Evening

Monday 30th April 2018—
Friday 4th May 2018

Year 7 Revision Week

Wednesday 2nd May 2018

Year 5 Open Evening

Friday 4th May 2018

Year 5 Open Day

Monday 7th May 2018

Bank Holiday—School Closed to All Pupils

Monday 14th May 2018

PTA Meeting

Friday 25th May 2018

School Closes for Half Term 3.15 pm

Monday 28th May 2018—
Friday 1st June 2018

Half Term—School Closed to All Pupils

Monday 4th June 2018

School Re-opens to All Pupils

Tuesday 4th June 2018

Y7X Parents’ Evening

Thursday 7th June 2018

Y7Y Parents’ Evening

There will be Staff Development Days, when school is closed to all pupils, on the
following dates:

Friday 6th July 2018
Monday 23rd July 2018
Tuesday 24th July 2018

