“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”

Luke 2: 13-14

REMINDER: School will close at 1.00 pm on Friday 22nd
December 2017 and re-open to all pupils on Monday 8th
January 2018.

As the Autumn Term draws to a close we reflect on the
many achievements of our pupils, and in particular the
positive messages of support we receive from members
of the public who visit us here in school, or who are visited in the community by our pupils.
Our Archbishop of York report later in the newsletter
highlights the many projects our children are involved in
and the benefits this scheme brings not just to the pupils but to members of our local community who are
thankful for the compassion and hope our young people
bring.
This time of year can be difficult for many people
and we are so proud that our pupils are embracing
the opportunities offered to them and being the
change they want to see.
The staff and Governors of Woodchurch High
School wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful start to 2018. We look forward to welcoming pupils back into school on Monday 8th January, rested and refreshed for the Spring Term.

On Thursday 14th December we held our Farm Christmas Fair. It was a lovely evening
full of festive spirit. The Mayoress was greeted by Father Christmas and his Elves (Year
7 and 8 pupils). The Year 10 Catering pupils baked all afternoon for their cake stall
which was amazing. Thank you to all the staff and pupils who helped out on the night.
Most of all, thank you to everyone who visited the Fair and supported the school farm.
The Christmas Fair raised £2,067.26!
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas

Woodchurch High School Church of England Academy
would like to thank Ryan Pinder of ‘How2Become’ for the
generous gift of £300 worth of books to support the
school’s Careers Education & Guidance programme.
How2Become is the UK’s leading career, testing and educational specialist. Since 2005
they have trained and guided 1000s of candidates through the recruitment systems, and
in the process, won various awards at a national level.
The school would advise pupils and parents, as they explore possible post-16 destination routes and career paths, to consult the How2Become website for further information, advice and guidance: www.how2become.com .

The AQA Unlocking Potential Programme
We are delighted to announce that two of our year 10 students have been
accepted to participate in this year’s AQA Unlocking Potential Programme
run by the Dame Kelly Holmes Trust.
Over the next 8 months Tia Smith and Tia Golding will be working alongside an Athlete Mentor to run and deliver a community project that will
make and impact locally.

Tia Smith
10XW

The girls are two of only a select number of young people across the UK
to be invited onto the programme and will be working hard to raise the
profile of young people and the positive impact they can make.
During December we will be attending the launch event in Manchester
where they will get to meet their Athlete Mentor and put their plans into
motion.
Tia Golding
10YS

On Thursday 16th November Woodchurch High School
hosted their annual careers evening. Many post 16 providers attended along with pupils from Years 9, 10 and
11, with the aim to inspire and inform pupils. During the
course of the evening, lots of pupils showed great integrity and took the opportunity to ask about specific courses and career routes that they were interested in.
Pupils left feeling much clearer with regards to the
choices open to them. Following on from this, many
Year 11's have already begun the process of applying
for courses and visiting various open days, we hope
Year 11 continue to make wise choices when considering which options are best for their future.

100 Club
Thanks to all Parents and Staff who pledged support to the PTA through this year’s 100
Club.
September winners:
October winners:
November winners:

No 29 Mr & Mrs Bibby and No 10 A Kennedy
No 3 Mr Perry and No 63 L Angelsey
No 6 Mr Crick and No 70 V Ebrahami

The PTA are in need of continued support so if you have time to get involved please
contact Steve Roper via woodchurchptasecretary@gmail.com. Please Help the PTA to
Help YOUR School.

Can we respectfully remind parents of the school uniform rules and general school rules
which, if not adhered to, will result in sanctions for your child:








Fizzy drinks, including Lucozade, are not allowed anywhere in the school building
or its surround.
Aerosol cans should only be taken out and used when in the sports centre after PE
lessons. The spraying of these aerosol cans in the school or on the bus has resulted in severe asthma attacks for some of our pupils. Consequently they may only
be used when necessary after PE.
School Skirts should be no more than 2” above the knee and should be of a nonjersey fabric.
School shoes should be as described on our website. Trainers and trainer-shoes
are not allowed.
Only one pair of small earrings (one earring in each ear) and a watch are allowed.
No other jewellery is permitted.
Make–up and nail varnish are not permitted. Pupils wearing inappropriate makeup or nail varnish will be asked to remove it.

Thank you for your consideration and cooperation in this matter. If you wish for any further information or to discuss these issues further please feel free to contact your son/
daughter’s Pupil Progress Leader.

In an effort to ensure the safety of our pupils at the end of the school day, the Main Car
Park gate will be closed from 3.00—3.30 pm each day. It has been observed that Parents/Carers are parking illegally within the car parks to wait for pupils to finish school.
This has caused severe congestion but, significantly, it is a Health and Safety Hazard, as
pupils are having to negotiate through parked cars to get to parents who are collecting
them.
The disabled access car park immediately beside the main school entrance is for the use
of blue badge holders and the special transport vehicles only. This area must not be
used drop off or pick up pupils as this causes congestion and disruption for those pupils
who need to use this car park for access.

As a school we always strive to keep all our pupils safe, which has led to us making this
decision.
Thank you in advance for your co-operation and support.

Year 10 Art Graphics—Liverpool Trip
The Year 10 Art Graphics pupils went on a trip to Liverpool to photograph buildings in the city centre, to be used within their Double Exposure coursework. We
went to the Metropolitan Cathedral, where pupils had the opportunity to walk
around both the exterior and interior of the cathedral. They were particularly impressed with the interior of this cathedral, photographing the striking stained glass
windows. We moved towards the riverside, where pupils photographed buildings on
route and we stopped at the docks photographing the Liverpool Wheel, Echo Arena
and the docks. For our last stop we drove back over to the Wirral, photographing
the Liverpool skyline looking over the Mersey.

These images are
some of the outcomes
produced by the current
Year 11.

Royal Navy Visit
Our year 11 Food Preparation and Nutrition students took part in a careers session with the Royal Navy.
Two Lieutenants from the Royal Navy Catering
Core discussed future career opportunities for
students in the Navy that were related to hospitality and food. There was also a practical element
to the session, pupils were given a mystery bag
of ingredients and in teams they had to design
and make a savoury and sweet dish.
All pupils were very engaged and enthusiastic
and made some fantastic dishes, as well as
learning about possible job opportunities.

Photography GCSE
Year Ten photography GCSE
pupils have been completing a
project on Portraits. They have
used images from the school
farm and our school grounds to
capture natural shapes and
forms that relate to the photographer Rocio Montoya. Pupils
then manipulated their own
portrait to complete their personal response.

Year 7
Year 7 have almost finished their study of Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist but they’re all
crying for more! Their final assessment, a review of Oliver Twist, has now been completed and it’s almost time to say farewell (for a time) to the world of Dickens and his wellloved characters. It has been a fantastic term, with pupils learning what life was like in
the Victorian workhouse and following Oliver’s ordeal on the streets of London. The
knowledge and skills they have learnt this term will be essential for their GCSE study of
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.
We have launched ‘Reading and Feedback Friday’ this term, an opportunity for KS3 to
receive one to one feedback from their teacher and read privately. Although in its early
stages, pupils are already valuing the impact it has on improving their work. It’s lovely
seeing Year 7 so eager to make improvements and show a conscientious attitude towards their learning.
Year 8
Year 8 have continued reading The Woman in Black, however they are now using it as a
stimulus to prepare their own piece of creative writing. Pupils have been experimenting
with different writing techniques and language features to ensure their stories are engaging and written with technical accuracy. Pupils have really enjoyed creating their own
gothic settings, protagonists and, particularly, their antagonists! This enthusiasm is
something teachers relish; pupils will be required to write a story for their GCSE English
Language in Year 10 and 11.
As the Autumn term draws to a close, Year 8 pupils will participate in Careers Week.
This is designed to support pupils with their choices and guide them with their decisions
with regards to their GCSE subjects. We will spend time, during our English lessons,
considering what our individual strengths and weaknesses are; researching different job
roles and careers; and perfecting the art of CV writing.
Year 9
This half-term Year 9 have started learning some of the poems from the WJEC anthology – it’s not easy but they have all made a tremendous effort. The anthology covers a
wide range of topics, but Year 9 have been focusing on a cluster of poems that are all
about conflict. Not only have they practised their poetry analysis skills, but pupils have
also posed and tackled some difficult questions, such as:
What is conflict?
Could war ever be justified?
Is patriotic love (for our country) more important than love for ourselves, friends and
families?
How might we heal the wounds caused by war and conflict?
What is PTSD?
These questions show how the study of poetry can link into our lives, as all of these
questions are as relevant now as they were at the time when the poems were written.

Year 10
Many congratulations to Year 10 for completing their first mock exam! On 4 th December,
Year 10 sat a GCSE English Language Component 1 mock examination, which they’ve
been working towards since September.
The main focus of teaching and learning this half term has surrounded the narrative
writing (Section B) element of the exam which is worth 20% of their overall GCSE Language grade. Pupils have discovered what makes an intriguing story, how to develop a
character and some crucial spelling, vocabulary, punctuation and grammar strategies;
all are key ingredients to hit those high grades in their mock examinations, and their final GCSE examinations. In this examination, pupils are invited to demonstrate their understanding of author’s craft from Section A and apply it to their own original writing,
showing that they are aware of the technicalities of excellent story telling.
Moving forward into 2018, it is recommended that Year 10 read widely across a variation of time periods from the 19th-21st Century, including novels, newspapers and articles. It is widely acknowledged that reading helps with writing, creative or analytical, in
terms of content and inspiration, but also the technicalities such as formal written language, including vocabulary and punctuation variation (which are essential for both Language and Literature qualifications).
Something to aid this could be Miss Walsh’s ‘Wirral Paperback of the Year’ Book Club,
where students are invited to join a book club and support each other through erudite
reading. As well as this, Monday evenings are allocated for Ms Calder’s Creative Writing Club, where sparks of creativity are honed and developed into coherent story telling.
Please also be reminded that Year 10 are welcome to any relevant KS4 revision sessions in English; details of which can be found on the revision timetable, or ask an English teacher.

Year 11
On 27th November, Year 11 sat a GCSE English Language Component 2 mock examination. This paper is based on non-fiction and, therefore, allows pupils to read and answer questions about controversial and current issues - and to write about them too. For
this exam, pupils read and answered questions about two varying experiences of cycling. For section B, pupils were asked to write a formal letter to their head teacher and
a review of a film, book, game or fashion trend. Component 2 is worth 60% of their final
grade and is therefore the longer exam. Despite the length of the exam, pupils still need
to work with pace to ensure they answer every question.
The results from this mock exam will be combined with their Year 10 mock exam for
English Language Component 1, to produce their result for Mock Results Day on
Wednesday 20th December. Pupils will be able to identify their areas to develop and this
will allow them to focus and prioritise their revision.
Please encourage your pupils to revise over the Christmas break. For example, they
could download past papers on the VLE or read their set texts. After the Christmas
break, Year 11 pupils will experience their first Walk Through Mock. These sessions are
held in the main hall and pupils will be directed and led, by the English department,
through each question on each of their English Language exams. These sessions are
designed to remind pupils of the different types of questions and ensure they are
equipped with the necessary skills to answer them effectively. They will then sit two final mock examinations for their English Language GCSE before the real ones in June.
Pupils will have their English Literature Walk Through Mocks in February.
Pupils still have the opportunity to attend revisions sessions every Thursday after
school. These sessions are especially important as they revisit the texts pupils previously studied in Year 10. Each of these sessions are equally based on our English Literature texts: The Poetry Anthology, Macbeth, An Inspector Calls and A Christmas Carol.
These sessions are designed to direct pupils with their revision and to consolidate previous learning. There are also SPaG sessions every week.

Religious Studies
During the run up to Christmas, Wirral Youth For
Christ came into Religious Studies to deliver a
session on Advent and Christmas. Pupils took
part in exciting activities, such as the Christmas
Tree Competition and the After Eight Competition, and learned about the importance of Christmas, family traditions and ways to celebrate
Christmas, to both Christians and nonChristians. Feedback was excellent and the pupils truly enjoyed the interactive learning.

Geography
In Geography Year 11 pupils and half a day off
timetable to complete a walk through mock in
preparation for their exams. The session include how to use graphs and images. Using the
PAD and PEEL structure and looking at deconstructing exam questions. Model answer were
shared and analysed.
Pupil feedback was positive and most said that
they felt more confident about their exams.

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Leigh Harper
Grace Glover Sam Moorhead
Kieran Sands
Nikos Petrou Hannah RobertFaith Carmen
Owen Clinton
son
Charlie Beggs
Ella ClemElla Voice
Rachel Batchelor
ents
Matthew Wilson
Grace Carmen
Emily
Alex Naylor
Ben Foran
Hughes
Imogen Rees
Emily Simms
Megan Ford
Georgia Davey

Year 10

Year 11

Sophie Hayman
Chloe Lane
Poppy Elkerton
Evie McDonough
Mollie Bermingham
Mollie Speck
Lewis Craig
Jacob Taylor
Bryn Kotz

Luke HolmesThompson
Lewis James
Shane Sands

Year 11 students have the
opportunity to practice GCSE
sample exam questions or get
some
additional support with their
revision

All students are
welcome to make use of the
ICT facilities in the Maths
department and get a head
start on their homework or do
some revision with the assistance of a member of the
Maths faculty

To ensure all pupils are confident with their timetables, pupils have logins to access this
website, choose a rock star name and compete against pupils from all over the world.
Currently, Woodchurch High School is second in the local area and on average, answering questions in 3.15 seconds!
Alongside our place in the local area, the top 3 pupils within Woodchurch High school
are also listed alongside their current average speed for answering questions! Well
done to Joshua Lowry for having an average speed of 2.17 seconds!

Homework Timetable
Homework is set for pupils as per the homework timetable above:
Years 7 and 8 should receive 6 pieces of homework across the 2
weeks.
Years 9, 10 and 11 should receive 5 pieces of homework across the 2 weeks.
Pupils will now receive homework tasks which they will be tested on in the following lesson in order to build retention skills needed for their GCSEs. Homework should not take
more than 40 minutes for each piece set. Help with homework is readily available for all
students during lunchtime and after school clubs with IT facilities available for online
tasks to be completed.

All pupils have now been supplied with their username and password for MathsWatch.
All Maths staff have a copy of pupils usernames and passwords should a pupil forget
their login information. Tasks will be set by class teachers on a regular basis for pupils to
complete for homework.
MathsWatch is an online resource to consolidate pupils learning. Video clips for each
task are available for pupils to view before attempting the questions. Answers are
marked immediately after submission and pupils can attempt tasks as many times as
they wish. Pupils are able to complete tasks on any computer with access to the internet
as well as iPhones and iPads.
Website: https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

Times Table Championships Year 7 Launch
Learning times tables is an important foundation for learning different aspects of mathematics such as division, algebra, long multiplication, and even fractions to name a few.
Without instant recall of times tables learners can struggle with a whole range of maths
topics leading to difficulties in maths lessons and as a result a lack of confidence and
understanding for the pupils.

At Woodchurch we recognise the importance of pupils learning their times tables and as
such have decided to launch a new initiative called Times Tables Championships. Every pupil in year 7 will be given a short test in the last week of the autumn term and the
results will be placed into a league table for the pupils to view. Every pupil will be placed
into a division out of the following:
Champions League - Only pupils who ace the tests with no mistakes will achieve
Champions League status.
Premier League - Pupils can recall times tables up to 12x12. Pupils can answer
related division facts to the times tables up to 12x12 (pupils will be able to recall these
facts rapidly).
Division 1 - Pupils can recall times tables up to 12x12. Pupils may need to work
on answering questions to do with the related division facts to the times tables up to
12x12. Pupils may need to increase speed of recall.
Division 2 - Pupils can recall some times table facts such as the 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and
10 times tables. Pupils may struggle to answer the more difficult times tables such as
the 7, 8, 9, 11, and 12 times tables. Pupils may struggle to recall times tables in a timely
manner.
Division 3 - Pupils can recall some times table facts such as the 2, 5 and 10 times
tables but have weaknesses in recalling more difficult times tables
Division 4 – Pupils generally struggle to recall the majority of times tables
Our aim is that every pupil reaches at least premier league level. Each half term the pupils will then be reassessed and so the pupils should be working independently on their
timetables at home in preparation for the next test. There are numerous apps and programs the pupils can use to work on and we encourage them to use Times Table Rockstars at home.
As an incentive a range of prizes to be revealed at a later date will be given out for the
best performers and the most improved pupils each half term. Iris points will also be given out each time they can move themselves up a division.
Please can we ask for your support by encouraging your child/ward to practise their
times tables as often as possible at home in order to help them move up the league table and develop their confidence in applying their times tables knowledge in Maths lessons.

Spanish Trip
Dates for the Spanish spring trip to Malaga have changed to the 17 th to 22nd May . Pupils will now be staying in a hotel in the coastal city of Benalmadena. The second deposit deadline is the first week after Christmas.

During the trip pupils will have the fantastic opportunity of going to visit a local school in
Málaga where they can spend the morning meeting Spanish students and practising
their speaking skills. They will also be visiting some of Spain’s most beautiful cities in the
region of Andulucía. In Córdaba they will see the famous Mezcita and they will enjoy the
stunning views of the Alhambra in Granada. ¡Qué bien!

Spanish Club
Spanish club has taken off to a great start this half-term with pupils
practising key vocabulary and speaking skills in a fun and engaging
environment. We have played Spanish battleships and other fun
games to practise pronunciation and fluency. The following students
have shown great commitment and endurance in their attendance to
the club: Jake Jones, Dan Brooks, Luke Ivers and Georgia Davey. All
newcomers welcome on Friday lunch time at 12:45 in MFL 6. ¡Nos
vemos pronto!

Year 11
Year 11 pupils have shown great endurance and resilience in their trial exams this half term. They have completed an assessment in all four skills in
exam conditions. Over the next week teachers will be reviewing the papers
and showing students exactly what they need to further improve. Teachers
will also be setting homework and revision for over the coming half term. Pupils should be revising vocabulary on the VLE and using resources provided. Well done
for trying your best, trusting feedback from your teachers and using exam strategies to
work towards your GCSE. Thank you to the pupils as well who have attended revision
sessions. Bon travail! ¡Buen trabajo!

Linguists of the Month
Every month the teachers in MFL nominate pupils who have stood out for excellent engagement and progress. Well done to the following pupils:
Year 7

Kaitlyn Bennett, Phoebe O'Sullivan, Jack Gillam, Emily Hickson-Evans,
Ava Jones, Isabella Malone, Hannah Martin, Joel Pirie, Imogen Rees

Year 8

Matthew McDonald, Joseph McLachlan, Leah Peers, Nathan Taylor

Year 9

George Almond, Lewis Fryer

Year 10

Ellie Bordessa, Ellie Diable Madison, McLeod-Wilson, Nathan O'Rourke
Ben Robinson, Connor Wolfe

Year 11

Thaila Barker, Rachel Bowness, Rebecca Johnson

Vocabulary Learning
Well-done to all those pupils who have worked hard on extending their range of vocabulary this term. In January, there will be a prize draw for each year group for all those
pupils who have successfully passed vocabulary tests at the first attempt. Pupils will
receive a raffle ticket for each test successfully completed and names will be drawn out
of a hat during assemblies in January. For Year 11, the prize will be a ticket to the
Prom this summer. For other year groups, the prize will be a £5 gift token.

This term saw Jack Tattersall (10YZ) represent the
school in the Regional Trampolining Championships held at Robin Park, Wigan. Jack performed
outstandingly and deservedly came away with the
gold medal for first place. This means Jack now
qualifies for the North of England competition and,
should he be successful there, he will progress to
the final, national stage. We are very proud of
Jack's achievements and wish him all the best in
the next stages of the competition. PE Dept

On Monday 20th November Mr Yarranton and Mr Hulse
attended the annual Cheshire County Lawn Tennis Association presentation ceremony at Chester Racecourse.
Woodchurch were presented with the best “Education
Programme” in the county.
This was awarded for increasing participation rates
through lunch time and after school extra-curricular
clubs, Saturday morning club, giving pupils and staff opportunities to visit the Wimbledon tournament, organising
inter/intra school competitive fixtures and the training of
12 Tennis Ambassadors.
Thanks goes to all of the PE department for their contribution in gaining this award.
Year 7 Rugby
The Year 7 rugby team played in the
Cheshire Shield tournament held at In
Hartford on the 22nd November.
They played against some very tough opposition and although they didn’t win any
games, the boys put in a great performance.
Players of the tournament were Lucas
Kennedy and Tom Foran.
Rugby practice is held every Wednesday for years 7-11.
Basketball Trip
On Sunday 17th December the PE department took the basketball teams on a
reward trip for their hard work in the
basketball so far this term. They watched
Cheshire Phoenix play Glasgow Rocks at
the Ellesmere Port sports village with
Cheshire Phoenix winning in a very close
game 77-73.

PSHCEE at Woodchurch this Autumn
term is focusing on community, rights
and responsibilities, through the
scheme of work entitled, ‘Living in the
Wider World.’
Lessons this half term will be including
reference to:
Aspirations and Careers
Rights and Responsibilities
Age and Disability Discrimination
Preparing for Work Experience

PSHCE
E

On 7th November 2017, four of our Year 11s attended the Youth
Parliament at Wallasey Town Hall. Here, they debated on issues relating to mental health, putting forward the motion that: “The new
GCSEs are putting undue burden and stress on pupils and teachers.”
Rebekah O’Connor, Ben Richards,
Hannah Arthur and Ellesia FrenchWollen did an exceptional job at
persuading the Youth Parliament –
their motion was carried almost
unanimously!
Pupils and students from across Wirral added their own passionate arguments to our team’s cause, commenting on the ‘educational straitjacket’ that our current education
system enforces. This shows the
powerful nature of our pupils’ arguments on such contentious, but incredibly relevant, issues.
Well done, team!

This half term, our amazing Eco Warriors have been working hard to improve the environment by completing
litter picks and completing the Eco
Review – an incredibly important part
of achieving our Green Flag award!
Our Committee were off timetable for
a whole morning to assess the following standards in and around school:





Energy
Litter
Waste
Water

Our Eco Committee meet every Thursday to
discuss the progress of the Eco Review, and
put together an Action Plan now that we
have the relevant information!
The team is looking forward to working with
other schools, such as Foxfields, on local environmental concerns, to support the renewal of our Green Flag!

Year 9 Visit to Daresbury Labs
We had a really enjoyable day at
Daresbury Labs. Science2U was a fantastic whizz bang show that really grabbed
our attention - it was so much fun, very
entertaining and showed us exciting
Chemistry experiments.
We also visited the University and careers
workplace where we got to speak to lots
of people about potential Science careers
that we might go in to in the future. It
helped us a lot to see different science
courses and how many jobs and courses
there are on offer.
The aquaponics workshop was so much
fun we learnt how to make a system using
fish to help produce food in a sustainable
way. It required lots of thinking a communicating with different team members, it
was a real challenge. We had a brilliant
day at Daresbury labs!
Kaylah, Aimee and Lilly

Science Primary Workshops – St. Michael’s
Year 5 pupils from St Michael’s & All Angels have been visiting Woodchurch High
School since September and have demonstrated some fantastic Science skills. During
the sessions they have done some magical chemistry as Harry Potter apprentices making: Hagrid’s toothpaste, perfect potions and finding out how Science helps to make
‘magic’ happen in the movies. They have also produced some amazing crystals using
important separation techniques and have made fireworks that went with a bang!
The pupils from St Michael’s have been outstanding and have shown some fantastic
Science skills! They have been brilliant ambassadors for their school and we are really
looking forward to seeing them again soon.
Science Team

Space Competition
On Saturday 18th November, 12 of our students were
selected to represent the school at a space competition at Liverpool University, competing against
schools across the North West of England. The students were asked to design a space settlement that
could be placed and replicated under multiple locations of the moon’s surface. I am pleased to share
that our students won the competition and will now
represent the North West of England at the UK finals
held at Imperial University in London in March.
The pupils involved were: Chloe Richards, Millie
Dowling, Thaila Barker, Maha Stephen, Ben Robertson, Ethan Draycot, Rebecca Johson, Alexander
Emery, Tom Hudson, Matthew Davies, Kuba
Walczak and Maddison McLeod-Wilson.
Mr Wheadon
Curriculum Leader for Science

Year 7 are embarking on the inaugural Character Education Awards at the start of the
Spring Term. Pupils will have the opportunity to achieve one of three different levels of
award—Gold, Silver or Bronze. To achieve one of these levels pupils will be encouraged to display the Christian Values the School promotes. For each of the eleven Christian Values they display they will receive a Character certificate and depending on how
many certificates they get will depend on the level of Award in the final weeks of Year 7.
We wish them every success.

Year 8 held a bag pack on Wednesday 6th December at Tesco Heswall to raise money for the farm.
The school choir were also singing carols in the
store all day. Together our pupils raised £716.68!
The Year 8 pupils were an absolute credit to the
school. They were friendly, polite, showed compassion and empathy, especially to elderly customers, and were an absolute delight joking and
chatting to the cashiers and customers. There was
no doubt that the choir and bag packers made a
lot of people happy on Wednesday. Amongst the
many compliments we had were –
'These children are a credit to you
Ma’am.'
'What lovely children - you must be very
proud of them.'
'How lovely is that choir, what beautiful
voices.'
'I must compliment you on your
school uniform, it looks so smart.'
'I'd heard that your school has an excellent
reputation but now I know why. These children are amazing'
Thanks also to all the staff who attended the event (and drove the minibus) working hard
to raise money for the farm: Mrs Goddard, Mrs Kielty, Mr Gregory, Miss Carlin and Mr
Easton.

Archbishop of York Young Leaders Award
A number of our Year 8 pupils have been out
into the local area participating in their community challenge for their Archbishop of York
Young Leaders Award. Below is an update of
the form groups who have completed their challenge and who are ‘being the change you want
to see’. Well done to all our pupils so far.
Form 8YV recently completed their form community challenge for their Archbishop of York
Young Leaders Award. The pupils listened
carefully to residents from Sunningdale supported housing property on the work they were going to be carrying out. They all spent the afternoon working together, tidying the site and
planting bulbs for Spring.
The residents from the property all said how
hard all the pupils had worked and how wellmannered and polite they were. The pupils
have been invited back in Spring to see the fruits of their labour and see the difference
they are making in their community. Well done 8YV.
Mr Baccino’s form group have hosted a Christmas themed party during December at
Brackendale Supported Housing residence. It started with two pupils from the form posting Christmas Cards to all residence inviting them to their event. On the day the pupils
organised several different activities including bingo, a chess competition and a Christmas themed quiz. Pupils engaged with the residence by asking questions, serving tea,
coffee and cakes and also pairing up with residence for the quiz. One resident said ‘the
pupils have been a credit to the school. They are smart, polite and so helpful. It has
made my Christmas’. Well done to 8XE.
Pupils from Miss Ramos’ form chose to host some local residents from Magenta housing.
Pupils had been working hard prior to the residents arriving at Woodchurch High School
by preparing the tea and coffee, reserving seats for the production and arranging the
seating area in the learning café for the arrival of the guests. Pupils took orders but more
importantly sat down and spoke to the residents from Magenta to get to know them. This
was something the residents commented on and appreciated. The Wizard of Oz production commenced and afterwards all the residents were invited back into the learning café
to discuss the show, share thoughts and ideas and gain an understanding of the Archbishop of York Award with the pupils from 8XZ. One resident said ‘I’ve been made to feel
so welcome by the pupils. They have been wonderful, thank you’. A wonderful time had
by all.

Charity Fundraising
Charity has always been an integral part of school life at Woodchurch High School and
over the past 5 years our pupils have raised approximately £30,000. This money has
been given out to countless charities in an attempt to make a difference to people’s
lives.
This year five charities have been chosen either by our Interact team and our partner
organisations. The first charity and one the School has supported over a number of
years is for cancer research (Race for Life). Our friends at Birkenhead Rotary have chosen Ronald MacDonald House. St Mary’s Church have chosen Tearfund. The Interact
team have chosen to support one of the Mayor’s charities which is Merseyside Austism
Society. Finally, after much deliberation and weighing up the pros and cons the same
group have chosen Merseyside Society for Deaf People on behalf of the pupils in
school. Can I take this opportunity to thank all the charities who have come into school
during this half term and for raising awareness about their own charities.

Form groups have already started raising funds for these charities in the form of sponsored silence, cake sales, hot chocolate sales and a “guess how many sweets in the jar”
competition. The pupils who have been involved have really worked hard and shown
character traits such as compassion, trust and hope. Well done to everyone involved so
far.
Mr Joplin

Operation Christmas Child
On Tuesday 18 November 100 shoeboxes
were collected by
Samaritan’s Purse. Once again, this was a very
generous contribution from the staff and pupils
at Woodchurch High School.
The shoeboxes will make a difference to children in Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe.
Hopefully they will help these children to have
a happier Christmas this year.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
2017 campaign!!
Mrs Dulson

On Wednesday, 13th December 2017, Year 9
pupils celebrated their achievements since
September in their ‘Going for Gold’ awards
evening. The evening began with a festive feel,
with a Christmassy video of positive comments
from teachers about individual pupils, and/or
classes, about how fantastic their effort and attitudes have been.
After a video of numerous photographs of the
year group, Miss Willis then presented numerous awards, ranging from Bronze, Silver, Gold
and Platinum, for the top 10 students who received the most amount of nominations. Those
pupils also received gift vouchers – and a guaranteed place as a prefect in Year 11 (and Acting Prefect in Year 10). Following that, there
was a ‘secret’ award, The ‘Pride of Form’
award, where one boy and one girl from each
form was nominated by their form tutor for representing the best example of the school’s
Christian Values in their everyday conduct.
These pupils won selection boxes. Finally, pupils, parents and carers were shown a video about future aspirations, featuring people
in all kinds of jobs in places all over the world.
The evening was enjoyed by all and Miss Willis and Mrs Ward would like to thank everyone who attended and contributed – especially the Year 11 prefects, who were superb
- and they very much look forward to the next one in the last week of the school year.

Monday 18th December 2017
Tuesday 19th December 2017

Year 10 Enterprise Day
Year 10 Enterprise Day

Monday 18th December 2017
Tuesday 19th December 2017
Wednesday 20th December 2017

School Production
School Production
School Production

Thursday 21st December 2017

Christmas Assemblies and Lunch

Friday 22nd December 2017

School Closes for Christmas Break—early close
(1.00 pm)

Monday 25th December 2017 Friday 5th January 2018

Christmas Holidays

Monday 8th January 2018

School re-opens to all pupils

Tuesday 9th January 2018

11X Parents’ Evening

Friday 2nd February 2018

Year 10 Careers Drop Down Day

Thursday 11th January 2018

11Y Parents’ Evening

w/c 12th February 2018

Year 10 Work Experience

Monday 12th February 2018

PTA Meeting

Friday 16th February 2018

School Closes for Half Term a 3.15 pm

Monday 19th February Friday 23rd February 2018

Half Term—School Closed to All Pupils

Monday 26th February 2018

School re-opens to All Pupils

