“He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.”

Psalms 23:3

REMINDER: School closed to all
pupils on Friday 20th October for
Staff Development Day
Year 7 Success
The Year 7 cohort have made an extremely positive
start at Woodchurch High School and settled well into
secondary school. Pupils are developing their independent learning skills and organisational skills. Behaviour and engagement in lessons has been excellent on the whole. It has been really pleasing to see
the level of support that our parents/carers have provided through this transition and we have enjoyed
meeting you at Curriculum Evenings and in the recent
Form Tutor evening.

Head Girl and Head Boy Team
We are very proud of our new prefects, and particularly our Head Girl and Head Boy
team. Already that have proved to be trustworthy and fantastic role models and ambassadors for the school.

Open Evening is always a great opportunity to
showcase our pupils, staff and facilities. This
year, we welcomed over 2,000 prospective parents and pupils and the feedback again reminded us why we are so proud of our Woodchurch
family.

Pupils were highlighted as being delightful, helpful and a credit to the school.

Archbishop of Melanesia Visit
On Monday 25th September 2017, school
was pleased to be visited by the Most Revd
George Takeli, Archbishop of Melanesia, his
wife Mrs June Takeli and the Ven Dr Michael
Gilbertson, Archdeacon of Chester. This visit
was in recognition of the new partnership
that has been recently been created between Woodchurch High School and St
Nicholas Church of England College in Honiara, Solomon Islands.
After meeting the Head teacher and representatives of the Senior Leadership Team at school, our visitors toured the school building and participated in lessons. On their tour, our visitors spent time on the school farm,
which was a concept that the Archbishop of Melanesia was very impressed with.
He also had the opportunity to meet with a group of children and take part in a question
and answer session based around culture, faith and teaching and learning. In this discussion, the Archbishop of Melanesia expressed how pleased he was with the new partnership between the schools and his hope was for it to grow and develop into a very positive learning experience for both schools.

Three of our pupils, Kian Sanders, Harry Natton and Joanne Alexander, participated in
the Diocesan Education Sunday service at Chester Cathedral on Sunday 10th September. The pupils represented Woodchurch High School alongside pupils from other
Church of England schools.
The service celebrated the ministry of Canon Jeff Turnbull, retiring Director of Education and a Trustee of
Woodchurch High School. The service also saw the inauguration by Bishop Libby, Bishop of Stockport, of Mr
Chris Penn as the new Diocesan Director of Education.
Mr Penn was previously Headteacher at St Peter’s C of
E Primary, Heswall, and is already aware of the good
works carried out by our pupils and staff. We very much
look forward to working with Mr Penn as he takes up his
new role.

Mr Chris Penn

Well-Being Week
From 9th to the 13th October, it was Well-Being Week at Woodchurch.
Looking after your mind is just as important as looking after your body and pupils at
Woodchurch learned the importance of this during Well-Being Week.
There were a variety of activities inside and outside of lessons to support this week and
we had some outside visitors to school to support. Each break free badges were given
out in school and pupils put on them anything that made them happy!
The link between Social Media and positive Well-Being is obvious and each day different
pupils agreed to come off social media for a twenty four hour period. The feedback was
that it was very hard, but they slept better at night!
Kayte Walsh from Esteem UK, Nick Buchanan from Mantaneo came in to do sessions
around “Self Esteem & Resilience”, “Coping With Anxiety & Stress” and “Maintaining Positive Relationships”. The Brooke came in to lead sessions on “Managing Stress”, “Bullying
& Resilience” and “Healthy Relationships”. One of our own counsellors delivered five sessions on “Healthy Eating and Well-Being” to pupils in each year group
The pressures on young people socially and academically are huge and at Woodchurch
we tried to give pupils a greater understanding of how they can help themselves.

Further success for Inclusive practice at Woodchurch
Last year following a rigorous inspection, we announced Woodchurch had been awarded
the Inclusion Quality Mark with the additional accolade of a “Centre of Excellence”. This
award was in recognition for all the work undertaken with our pupils in order to ensure
they are fully included in school and are provided with opportunities to thrive and flourish
not only academically but also socially and emotionally.
As part of this process, the school was invited to
collect the award at a special ceremony in the
‘Directors Buildings’ on Paul Mall Street in London.
Mrs Crick, SEND Teaching and Learning Leader,
along with Mr Simpson, Social Inclusion Officer, attended the event with two pupils; Rebecca O’Connor, Head Girl and Harry Cheseldine of Year 10.
Leaving school at 7.30, the day started with a Virgin
Train Journey from Liverpool Lime Street, and included opportunities for sightseeing some of London’s main attractions. This was particularly welcomed by both pupils who had little experience of
the Capital city. Having eaten lunch in Covent Gardens, the pupils visited Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar Square, Embankment and the London Eye.
As usual the pupils were a true credit to the school,
showing both interest and enthusiasm throughout
the day, attitudes which were commended by both assessors who were at the ceremony
and members of the public. After receiving the award, the pupils were treated to a meal
in Planet Hollywood followed by a visit to Piccadilly Circus before catching the train
home.

Saturday College 2017/18 was launched on launched this weekend on Saturday 30 th
September 2017.
It is a great opportunity for our students to be treated as young adults and sample a
'College' working atmosphere.
Self study has been identified as one of the most influential factors in ensuring
pupils hit target grades for subjects they are studying for.
They also build in long term benefits giving pupils ‘Life study skills’ to promote long term
learning practices, giving pupils the ‘stepping stones’ to further their studies and build a
career pathway for themselves.
Saturday College runs from 9am – 12 noon (can be 10am -12 noon, or 9am – 11am if
pupils have other commitments. This needs to be agreed when registering to attend with
Mr Cartledge).
Complimentary breakfast is served at 10:30am
All Year 10s and 11s are welcome to attend.
The following dates are;
Saturday 14th October 2017
Saturday 11th November 2017
Saturday 25th November 2017
Saturday 9th December 2017
The fifth Saturday College will take place in January 2018
If parents/carers have any queries please contact cartledgejst@woodchurchhigh.wirral.sch.uk. Pupils need to see Mr Cartledge or simply sign up on the door of the
Art staff base for the date they can attend.
John Moores Workshop
This term we have offered the opportunity of the
varying experiences of Higher Education with 30
of our top achieving Year 10s. Students from
Woodchurch have spent two days working with
students from Liverpool John Moores University
and are due to attend a celebration day before
half term, where they will deliver presentations
to other schools and find out more about student life on site at the campus in Liverpool city
centre.

Can I respectfully remind parents of the school uniform rules and general school rules
which, if not adhered to, will result in sanctions for your child:








Fizzy drinks, including Lucozade, are not allowed anywhere in the school building
or its surround.
Aerosol cans should only be taken out and used when in the sports centre after PE
lessons. The spraying of these aerosol cans in the school or on the bus has resulted in severe asthma attacks for some of our pupils. Consequently they may only
be used when necessary after PE.
School Skirts should be no more than 2” above the knee and should be of a nonjersey fabric.
School shoes should be as described on our website. Trainers and trainer-shoes
are not allowed.
Only one pair of small earrings (one earring in each ear) and a watch are allowed.
No other jewellery is permitted.
Make–up and nail varnish are not permitted. Pupils wearing inappropriate makeup or nail varnish will be asked to remove it.

Thank you for your consideration and cooperation in this matter. If you wish for any further information or to discuss these issues further please feel free to contact your son/
daughter’s Pupil Progress Leader.

In an effort to ensure the safety of our pupils at the end of the school day, the Main Car
Park gate will be closed from 3.00—3.30 pm each day. It has been observed that Parents/Carers are parking illegally within the car parks to wait for pupils to finish school.
This has caused severe congestion but, significantly, it is a Health and Safety Hazard, as
pupils are having to negotiate through parked cars to get to parents who are collecting
them.

The disabled access car park immediately beside the main school entrance is for the use
of blue badge holders and the special transport vehicles only. This area must not be
used drop off or pick up pupils as this causes congestion and disruption for those pupils
who need to use this car park for access.
As a school we always strive to keep all our pupils safe, which has led to us making this
decision.
Thank you in advance for your co-operation and support.

Barcelona Art Trip 2017
The Art department has just returned from the beautiful City of Barcelona, 27 pupils
and 5 members of staff made their way to Barcelona for five days of Culture and sightseeing.
Day one started early at 4am!! The time didn’t seem to dampen the pupils’ spirits who
were as energetic and excited as always.
There were a number of first time fliers in
the group who embraced the experience.
Upon arrival pupils headed straight for
Montjuic and the Olympic Stadium, whereby
they could take in the incredible views of the
City along with the Magic fountains. Pupils
then headed back to the Urbany Hostel so
they could settle in, unpack and enjoy their
first meal on the outdoor terrace.
Day two saw us heading to Las Ramblas, it is the central most boulevard which cuts
through the heart of the city centre and is a vibrant and lively promenade. Pupils wasted no time in buying souvenirs and gifts (using their Catalan phrases!) Along with the
shops was the Mercat de la Boqueria which is a large and colourful market on the
Ramblas, pupils were dazzled by the brilliance of colour from the fruits and vegetables
in its stalls. Pupils then explored the Jewish Quarter and came across a quaint Artist’s
market so they could see firsthand the work of local artists. The next activity was the
Picasso Museum and luckily for us we got in just before the rain hit! The gallery gave
an opportunity for pupils to witness a comprehensive collection of early works done by
Picasso when he was a teenager right through to his signature pieces from his later
years.
Day three saw the pupils heading to Figueres, the home of the Artist Salvador Dali.
The museum displays the single largest and most diverse collection of works by Salvador Dalí, the core of which was from the artist's personal collection. In addition to Dalí
paintings from all decades of his career, there are Dalí sculptures, 3dimensional collages, and other curiosities from Dalí's imagination. This was the perfect opportunity for pupils to gather primary research for their GSCE controlled assessment. Lake Banyoles provided the perfect backdrop for lunch and enabled pupils to
take time out to reflect on the trip so far. The Medieval City of Girona was next on the
agenda, pupils enjoyed an ice cream in the glorious sunshine before climbing the 90
steps to explore the Cathedral of Girona.

Barcelona Art Trip 2017 (cont’d)
Day four involved the pupils exploring the incredible architecture of Antoni Gaudi in Parc Guell. Pupils and staff climbed to
one of Gaudi’s monuments whereby the views of Barcelona
were breathtaking. From there we moved to the famous Sagrada Familia, pupils were amazed by not only the scale of
the basilica but how unusual and beautiful it was.
On the final night pupils were awarded certificates to celebrate their own achievements along with the nightly prizes
linked to questions on the specific artists or places they had
visited that day. All pupils thoroughly enjoyed their experience in Barcelona and have amazing memories to take away
with them. A series of Art workshops will take place for pupils
to develop their controlled assessment preparations.

Year 7
Year 7 have started this term studying Oliver Twist, exploring the
themes of identity and friendship. With such a well-loved classic,
pupils are thoroughly engaged in class discussions on Dickens’
text, with some amazing work already being produced.
We recently took part in National Poetry Day, bringing in and sharing our favourite poems. Pupils explored the idea of freedom and it
was lovely seeing Year 7 so keen to share their thoughts.
Soon, Year 7 will be undertaking their first assessment, which will focus on evaluating
the presentation of a character in a specific passage in Oliver Twist. This will enable
pupils to gain vital skills, build good study habits and fully prepare for their GCSE years.
The learning programme has been designed to challenge and excite Year 7, with some
fascinating opportunities to explore our Christian values and compare it to those in Oliver’s day. Overall, a fantastic start to Year 7!
Year 8
Year 8 have started the new school year by looking at their new theme, Gothic Horror.
They have been focusing on identifying language features and looking in depth at how
a writer creates an eerie atmosphere in their stories. Pupils have shown a lot of enthusiasm for this topic and especially for their key text, The Woman in Black. Pupils have
been comparing this text with extracts from other gothic stories, so that they can identify key features in a gothic text.
On the 28th September it was National Poetry Day and pupils took this opportunity to
study the poem Invictus. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed this and were able to link this
poem to the wider social context of Nelson Mandela and his struggles for equality. They
had an opportunity to write their own poems inspired by the word freedom. The English
department were very pleased with the effort and enthusiasm that pupils displayed.
Example poem produced by a Year 8 pupil:
The flight of birds
Explain my words
From the cages they fly
Right up to the sky
They say to me,
You’re free
Fly, birds,fly

Year 9
Year 9 have started off this year by looking at the thought-provoking
play An Inspector Calls. This is one of the texts studied for their
English Literature GCSE. English classrooms have been filled with
theories and guesses of who is most responsible for the tragic Eva
Smith’s untimely demise – an exciting text to begin the year! Studying the play also gives our dramatically-inclined pupils the opportunity to flex their acting muscles, reminding us that English is more
than just words on a page.
Year 9 are examining An Inspector Calls through the theme of War
and Conflict, which is widespread throughout history and indeed literature. It is important for us to be aware of how these ideas appear
in literature, as it reflects not only our past, but also current views on
difficult situations.

Year 10
During this half term, Year 10 have been studying the approach to the GCSE English
Language Component 1 examination. This paper assesses pupils’ understanding of 20 th
century literature, through language analysis and evaluation. In addition, pupils are given
the opportunity to write creatively, using the skills and techniques that are identified in
the reading section. Year 10 will hone these skills until the Christmas break, when they
will sit a mock examination in formal exam conditions. The nature of this paper is repetitive, and the best successes will be from those who familiarise themselves with the assessment objectives and work out what kind of answer the question requires.
As well as this, Year 10 will benefit from reading
widely and eruditely in their own time. As little as
twenty minutes of reading per day can result in a
higher grade across all subjects, as it also improves
writing skills: both analytical and creative. Pupils
have access to the school library, and their English
teachers can help them to choose challenging and
engaging books which will contribute to the building
of skills which are assessed in this exam.
Lastly, Year 10 are also encouraged to come along to after school revision sessions
(see timetable below) and Saturday College to aid valuable and constructed revision.

Year 11
Year 11 have started the year focusing on their GCSE English Language Component 2
exam. This has two parts: a Reading section where pupils analyse a 19 th century text
against a 21st century text, and a Writing section. This exam is on non-fiction and,
therefore, allows pupils to read and answer questions about controversial and current
issues (and to write about them too). This can range from whether they think we should
wear school uniform, views regarding the death penalty, and the safe use of social media.
GCSE English Language Component 2 is worth 60% of pupils’ final grades and lasts for two hours; pupils need to work
with pace as well as accuracy to ensure they answer every
question in the timed allowed. Timing can be best improved
through practising questions (downloadable from the VLE).
Since July last term, pupils have had the opportunity to attend revisions Skills Sessions and workshops every Thursday after school. Each of these sessions are based on part of their GCSE and are designed to consolidate previous learning. It is essential pupils have excellent independent studying habits and that they are taking advantage of the many opportunities to revise that we have at school.

Religious Studies
There were several activities on in our Religious Studies classroom during our Open
Evening, as well as some resources and religious artefacts on display.







We had a stained glass cross activity where
children created a stained glass cross
There was a prayer activity as this is our
CAW focus this term, children looked at
what prayer is and created their own after
looking at the Lord’s Prayer and our school
prayer.
There was kosher ‘Come dine with me’
where children had to find the kosher label
on the food and create a kosher friendly
menu.
There were also book marks and postcards with Biblical quotes on for children to
colour in.

Geography
In Geography pupils and parents were challenged
to identify different rock samples by reading a description and then matching it to the correct sample. Others made a pop up volcano which demonstrated the structure of a volcano.
In the centre of the room was a river simulation to
show the different types of river transportation.
Parents also got to try out interactive geography
games on the smart screens by matching flags to
the correct country.
History
In History parents and pupils got to look at different Roman artefacts and match them to
their correct use.
Also on display were varies photographs of
Woodchurch over time, documenting the social and environmental changes in the local
area.
Visitors could finding out about each family’s ancestry of their surname and could design their own bookmarks using hieroglyphics.

Celebrating success within maths
Year 7
Leigh Harper
Rachel Batchelor
Grace Carmen
Ben Foran
Alex Harper
Ellie Richards
Olivia Edwards
Lexie Caulfield
Rose Bibby

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

George Hughes
Max Griffiths
Madison
Aaron Wild
Madasin Fitzpat- McLeod-Wilson
Olivia Forrester
rick
Amy Ashcroft
Grace Glover
Bernadette
Keighley Lewis
Logan Clarkson
Badley
Liza Naeem
Samuel Cullen William Savage
Mia Stewart
Ben Rigby

Year 11
Chloe Richards
Daniel
Shakeshaft

Year 11 GCSE success June 2017
The following pupils achieved more levels of progress than expected within Maths:
Renee Yan

Sean Patterson

William Phillips

Megan Gibson

Rhys Marshall

Morgan O’Loughlin

Samuel Dodd

Cameron Podmore

Hannah Bendrey

Jordan Morton

Ben Williams

Cerys Mack

Dean Saunders

Leon Newman

Last year the pupils below successfully followed the successful learning criteria and
made more levels of progress in maths than expected:
Neil Allsop
Lee Beech-Jones
Thomas Draycott
Nathaniel Nabong
Ethan Draycott

To ensure all pupils are confident with their
timetables, pupils have logins to access this
website, choose a rock star name and compete against pupils from all over the world.
Currently, Woodchurch High School is top in
the local area and on average, answering
questions in 3.36 seconds!
Alongside our place in the local area, the top
7 pupils within Woodchurch High School are
also listed alongside with their current average speed for answering questions! Well
done to Stephen Redfern for having an average speed of 2.20 seconds!

Year 11 students have the
opportunity to practice GCSE
sample exam questions or
get some
additional support with their
revision

All students are
welcome to make use of the ICT
facilities in the Maths
department and get a head start
on their homework or do some revision with the assistance of a
member of the Maths faculty

A big thank you to all of the pupils who
helped out within Maths on open evening,
you were a credit to the School. The night
was
a
tremendous
success and this is only possible because
of the hard work from both staff and pupils. The event was the most successful
open
evening
Woodchurch has ever had with over
2,260 people in attendance.
There were many events in the maths
corridor
including; a maths treasure hunt; puzzles
room; curriculum area: estimation station
and a Times Tables Rock stars room. On
the evening, over 70 logins were given
out to prospective year 6 pupils with the
hope of improving their times table recall

During the summer holiday, year 7
children were asked to practise times
tables up to 12x12 , including division facts. Early in the autumn term,
the children were given a quiz to test
how good they were. All of the children who did well had their names
put into a hat and on Wednesday
during assembly the lucky winners
were announced.
Congratulations to Ellis B Campbell,
Ellis M Campbell and Kirsty Reece
Jones who each won a drone.

Homework Timetable
Homework is set for pupils as per the homework timetable above:
Years 7 and 8 should receive 6 pieces of homework across 2 weeks.
Years 9, 10 and 11 should receive 5 pieces of homework across 2 weeks.
Of these homework’s, pupils should be receiving a written piece of homework once every
two weeks. Homework should not take more than 40 minutes for each piece set. Help
with homework is readily available for all students during lunchtime and after school
clubs with IT facilities available for online tasks to be completed.

All pupils have now been supplied with their username and password for MathsWatch.
All Maths staff have a copy of pupils usernames and passwords should a pupil forget
their login information. Tasks will be set by class teachers on a regular basis for pupils to
complete for homework. MathsWatch is an online resource to consolidate pupils learning.
Video clips for each task are available for pupils to view
before attempting the questions. Answers are marked immediately after submission and pupils can attempt tasks
as many times as they wish. Pupils are able to complete
tasks on any computer with access to the internet as well
as iPhones and iPads.
Website: https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

To prepare for the year 11 mock exams
maths revision classes will begin Wednesday
18th October and run until the GCSE exams
have been completed next year
The revision classes will be one hour beginning at 3.15pm.
The first session is a launch session covering
how to revise maths and overlap topics between the foundation and higher tiers. The
session will be held in the hall so please be
prompt for a punctual start.

Curriculum Evening
At the MFL Curriculum Evening, parents and carers of pupils in Year 7 were shown how
best to support their child in learning a foreign language at home. Some of the tips included:

Encourage a ‘can do’ mentality

Encourage a little and often approach

Help test vocabulary learning

Discourage the use of online dictionaries for chunks of language

If possible encourage the use of internet and the school VLE for practising language skills.
Year 7 has made a very positive start to the year in MFL. Pupils have been very enthusiastic and engaged. We would like to thank them for their engagement and parents
and carers for their ongoing support.
Year 11
Study Support for all GCSE classes has started and will be held every Wednesday and
Thursday evening along with homework support. We appreciate that there are sessions
provided in other curriculum areas on the same nights so we would also like to remind
all pupils that we do have an open door policy to our staff base and all pupils are free to
drop in outside of lesson time to seek help or support from any member of the MFL
staff. New resources to assist with learning and revision are uploaded to the MFL section of the VLE on a regular basis and pupils should see Mr Bowman should they require any additional materials.
Memrise/learning techniques VLE
Each half term pupils will be sitting vocabulary tests in lessons
to prepare them for assessments. For pupils studying languages
at KS3 and 4 there are many different fun ways that you can revise your vocabulary. All of these resources are free, easy to
use, and use games to teach vocabulary.
You can:




Log onto the VLE and using Quizlet to revise core vocabulary.
Create a Memrise account and following the AQA Spanish or French vocabulary
lists. www.memrise.com
Visit Miss Parkinson in MFL1 for more revision techniques and resources that students can take away!

Spanish trip
Miss Ramos has been hard at work organizing next year’s Spanish trip to Málaga for the
Year 9 and 10s studying Spanish at GCSE. If anyone is still interested in this fantastic
opportunity to experience Spanish culture first hand please see Miss Ramos in MFL 4 for
more information. ¡Qué fantástico!
Spanish Club

Miss Stockley will be introducing a new lunchtime Spanish club for
Year 7 and 8s in MFL6 which will take place on Fridays. This is a
fantastic opportunity for students to practice their Spanish speaking skills, recycle core vocabulary and learn about Spanish culture.
¡Nos vemos pronto!

U13 Girls
This term the U13s girls’ football
team were invited to play in a
PlayStation cup game and meet
a professional footballer from
Everton FC. It was a very close
game, where all the girls showed
lots of endurance and resilience,
resulting in lots of goals scored
by both sides.
In addition to being invited to play in this exciting game, the pupils had the opportunity
to try the latest PlayStation software and compete in a virtual gaming environment,
which they thoroughly enjoyed. Tom Davies, a midfielder who plays for Everton FC,
also attended and started the game off with a hand shake line, where he was introduced to all the players personally by our captain for the day, Leigh Harper 7XZ.
Well done girls!
Dance Theatre Trip
On Friday 29th September a group of 14
dancers from years 9-11 went to watch
two performances by Rambert dance
company, Ghost dances by Christopher
Bruce and Transfigured Night by Kim
Brandstrup. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed
the performances and also got to see
how the company prepare for performance by watching a live warm-up
and technique class. This was a great
experience to watch a professional company and analysis costumes, lighting
and set design used in a theatre setting.

PSHCEE at Woodchurch this Autumn term has
so far seen the launch of Health & Wellbeing – a
whole half term dedicated to improving pupils’
knowledge, understanding and awareness of issues relating to health and wellbeing.
PSHCEE sessions have included:





Mindfulness Workshops
‘Men Matter’ Workshops
Body Confidence Workshops
Exploring themes of Health and Wellbeing
across the curriculum

PSHCE
E

In Form times, pupils have been able to
take part in International Days, such as:




International Day of Democracy
International Day of Peace
Halloween and Bonfire Safety

On 6th October, Dove (Unilever) visited our
Year 9s, to deliver a workshop on Body
Confidence. The whole of year 9 were involved and engaged in exciting discussionbased activities, focusing on the mixed
messages of advertising and social media,
as well as the impact that these might have
on their self-esteem.
“It was interesting to see how even the
models don’t look that amazing in real life!”
– Year 9 pupil

Congratulations to our new Eco Reps – our
very own Eco Warriors – who have chosen to
stand with nature and work to promote environmental sustainability in and around school!
The Eco Team were rallied to the cause in the
annual Eco Assembly, which outlined the importance of Eco-awareness and the significance
role of the Eco Reps in school.
Many pupils weren’t satisfied at only being Eco
Reps, however, so we are proud to announce
that we have new members to our worldchanging Eco Committee!

Our Eco Committee (pictured) is comprised of:
Ben Richards (Chair)
Hannah Arthur (Vice-Chair)
Ellesia French-Wollen
Max Hughes
We would also like to welcome its new members:
Lucy Hudson
Olivia Jones
Sophia Hickman
Caitlin Loughran
Kaitlin Bennett
Logan Clarkson
Ashley Galindo
Ellis Campbell

After another hugely successful year, Chemistry for All is ready for another round of exciting
activities, developed to engage and enthuse
pupils in Chemistry. LJMU will be visiting
Woodchurch a number of times across the
year, working with Y10 and Y11 pupils, preparing them as they embark on GCSE courses and approach the exam season.

Y10 will be Measuring for success and taking part in a Bonding Workshop whilst Y11 will
be learning about The magic of revision along with taking part in a Bespoke revision session later in the year. All of this along with a Day in LJMU Chemistry labs completing exciting experiments, studying The Chemistry of Food and Ions in context.
Phew! Y10, Y11 and the Chemistry for All team are going to have a very busy year!
If you want to know more about this exciting project, please check out our website
www.LJMU.chemistryforall.co.uk and follow us on twitter @LJMU_CfA

Archbishop of York
Pupils in Year 8 have begun their journey towards achieving one of the three different
levels of award. This has been a development of previous years and awards those pupils
who go above and beyond. The pupils have started their School Community project by
supporting pupils in Year 7 with the Readathon. Each Year 8 pupil has been paired up
with a Year 7 pupil to support their literacy by listening to them read. This is a wonderful
opportunity for the Year 8 pupils to serve their younger peers and achieve the first step
towards the Archbishop of York Young Leaders award.
Christian Values Reps
This year two pupils from each form have been given the opportunity to apply to become
a Christian Value Rep. The applications to join the Christian Value Team will be considered by Mr Joplin and the Chaplaincy Team with only the ideal candidates being chosen.
When the team has been selected they will support the development of the Christian
Ethos within the school, help co-ordinate charity events and build links with our partner
school in Melanesia. This is an excellent opportunity to make a difference to the people
locally, nationally and internationally.

School Council
All Form Reps have been encouraged to be part of the School Council this year and two
pupils from each form have been selected based upon nominations from Pupil Progress
Leaders as well as letters of application. With so many pupils applying it was a difficult
choice to choose just two from each year. However, this year’s School Council has been
selected and they will have the opportunity to be the voice of their year group, discuss
ways of improving our school and filter the information back to their peers. The School
Council will meet with Ms Phillips and Mr Joplin each half term to drive improvements
within our community further.

Bikeability
On Tuesday 26th September we were
delighted to welcome six Bikeright cycle
trainers into school for the day. Over two
sessions, (morning and afternoon) they
trained a fantastic total of thirty-six Year
7 pupils to Bikeability Level 3. This beat
last year’s record of 20 pupils and reflects the increasing popularity of cycling. The training given helped pupils
to understand advanced road positioning, pass queuing traffic, perceive and
deal with hazards and much more. The
tuition also reinforced the minimum standards that bikes should meet before being ridden on public roads as well as the benefits of wearing appropriate safety equipment
such as helmets.
The first part of the training took place on the school yard, followed by a session out on
the roads. The pupils who took part described it as ‘fun’, ‘really good’ and said they
now feel a lot more confident about cycling on the roads.
In the past there have been far less pupils taking part, so a big ‘Congratulations’ goes
to Year 7 for the wonderful uptake on this exciting and useful event.

A message from Community First regarding Hallowe’en and Bonfire Night:
Did you know?
Pupils, parents and guardians need to be aware of the following:







A young person, under the age of 16, could be arrested and fined £60 if found in
possession of a firework.
They could also be arrested and fined if they throw or light a firework or make a
bonfire in the street.
Throwing missiles like eggs, flour, paint (indeed any objects) at windows, doors,
cars and people is an offence. If a young person is caught or reported to the police, they could be arrested and receive a £60 fine or a criminal record.
Some tricks can cause serious damage to homes and property. If this is the case,
a criminal offence has been committed which could lead to arrest and prosecution.
If a young person under the age of 16 commits any of the above offences, the
parent/guardian will be liable to pay any fines.

It’s also worth considering the following:

It is only a small number of young people that can cause upset in communities at
this time of year.

The behaviour of this minority can be very frightening and intimidating to some
within the local community - the elderly and the very young are particularly vulnerable.

Some people can feel that they have been targeted personally and may not leave
their homes for weeks after a so-called ’trick’ has been played on them.

Please be aware of your own actions and how they can affect others.
Notes for parents/guardians:

If your children are going out (particularly on 30th and 31st October), make sure
you know where they are going. If possible, drop them off and pick them up from
their activity.

Don’t let your children hang around the streets with nowhere to go.

Ensure your child’s safety by either accompanying them or arranging between
friends for one of you to take a group of children out.

If you are not accompanying your child, agree with them before they go out what
time they should be home.

Do not allow your child to take anything they could use as missiles out of the
house.

Friday 20th October 2017

Staff Development Day—school closed to pupils

Monday 23rd October 2017 Friday 27th October 2016

October Half Term—school closed to pupils

Monday 30th October 2017

School re-opens

Friday 3rd November 2017

Year 11 PP Aspirational Careers Fair

Thursday 16th November 2017

Careers Fair Years 9, 10 and 11

Monday 20th November Friday 1st December 2017

Year 11 Trial Exams

Monday 11th December 2017

PTA

Wednesday 13th December 2017

Year 9 Going for Gold

Thursday 14th December 2017

Christmas Farm Fair

Monday 18th December 2017
Tuesday 19th December 2017

Year 10 Enterprise Day
Year 10 Enterprise Day

Monday 18th December 2017
Tuesday 19th December 2017
Wednesday 20th December 2017

School Production
School Production
School Production

Thursday 21st December 2017

Christmas Assemblies and Lunch

Friday 22nd December 2017

School Closes for Christmas Break—early close
(2.00 pm)

Monday 25th December 2017 Friday 5th January 2018

Christmas Holidays

Monday 8th January 2018

School re-opens

