“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Philippians 14:3

We are delighted that one of our Governors, Sharon Broderick, was
awarded the MBE in the New Year’s Honours list. Mrs Broderick
served as Policy Community Support Officer based at Upton for 14
years and the award was given for service to policing. Mrs Broderick
is now a Family Intervention Worker for Wirral Borough Council and
continues to serve on our Governing Body, providing valuable support
and advice on both the Full Governing Body and the Curriculum Committee.
We congratulate Mrs Broderick on this well deserved honour.

Year 7 bring their parents to school and Year 8 select their Option Subjects
Thursday 16th February saw both our annual Take Your Parents to School Day and Year 8 Options Day. A number of parents of Year 7 pupils went back to school to experience life as a pupil at Woodchurch High School, joining in lessons and learning about how the teaching of Maths
and English has changed.
Parents greatly enjoyed the day and gave very positive feedback.
Year 8 parents and carers had the opportunity to visit subject stalls and speak to staff and pupils studying the courses. Form Tutor guidance interviews provided support and direction on
the options available for Key Stage 4. Again, the Year 8 parents/carers expressed appreciation
of the way in which the school had provided guidance through options taster sessions, options
evenings and the day itself:

“Through talking with our daughter’s Form Tutor we understand so much better now.”
“We gained some real understanding of each subject our son has chosen.”
“Really helped our son decide on his final Options choices.”

GCSE Textiles
Year 10 pupils have recently completed a project based on the story of Alice in Wonderland.
Pupils have been researching the classic story and have produce a personal Textile response
based on their investigation.
Pupils then styled their outfits for a professional photo shoot. All photographs will be used in
their design portfolio.

Year 10 GCSE Health and Social Care Visits to Foxfield
Pupils from both Year 10 GCSE Health and Social Care classes have recently visited Foxfield School. The
purpose of the visits was to find out about the needs of the pupils there and the ways these needs are
met. Mr Howley, Deputy Head, kindly showed us round and we went into a number of classrooms to see
what was happening. We also saw the excellent resources such as the two pools, sensory room, music
and drama room and the safe play area.
The visits have been extremely helpful to pupils in terms of their controlled assessment, which is about
an individual with specific needs.

Year 7
After a fantastic effort from Year 7, looking at Friendships
throughout the whole of the Autumn term, and a very successful
and enjoyable Christmas Pantomime trip, Year 7 have started a
new Learning Programme focusing on Nature and the Environment. Pupils have shown a real enthusiasm for poetry and have
been studying the works of many famous poets such as Alfred
Lord Tennyson and Ted Hughes. As well as this, pupils have recently completed their first assessment, which analysed a report
of a shark attack. Year 7 then had to discuss how the author made their writing tense and
scary. There were some very creative and interesting responses!
Our new Learning Programmes aim to develop pupils’ knowledge of the GCSE criteria, the skills
assessed in the Year 7 examinations link with GCSE Assessment Objectives. This means that we
can ensure that from Year 7, pupils are preparing for their GCSE examinations in an engaging
way.
Year 8

Year 8 started the New Year by completing their trial exams and
in English were asked to complete a creative writing piece. Pupils had to write their own story, something they had already
looked at last term and therefore provided an opportunity for
pupils to showcase their progress in narrative writing. The English department are very proud of the effort pupils made in their
exam.
Year 8 have also started a new Learning Programme for this term focusing on Parent and Child
Relationships. They have started focusing on poetry in depth and have made a fantastic start
identifying various language and structure techniques in the poems and the messages they convey. Pupils have shown a real enthusiasm for this topic and poetry so far. Pupils have been discussing a variety of different families, looking at traditional Disney style families and how our
current society has a whole range of different family types… and that love is at the centre of
them all.
Year 9
Year 9 have been studying the theme of ‘Love’ this term and have had the opportunity to explore the different types and perceptions of love. Love is one of the GCSE Literature themes and
so this has allowed Year 9 to study some of their GCSE poems and begin to think about the different ways that love can be presented in different texts.
Since returning to school after the Christmas break, Year 9 pupils have also completed their trial
examinations. Year 9 attempted the English Language Component 2 paper, which assesses
them on their reading and writing skills. Pupils have been given feedback during their English
lessons in order to ensure that they improve and continue to develop the skills needed for the
GCSE examinations.

Year 10
Year 10 pupils have been studying the skills needed for the GCSE English Language Component
1 paper, which assesses them on their ability to read 20th Century work and write creatively. Upon returning from Work Experience and the half term break, Year 10 pupils will be sitting a trial
examination assessing them on the skills that they have learnt so far this year. It is therefore
vital that pupils ensure that they are using the work they are doing in lessons to prepare them
for their trial assessments. Consequently, all Year 10 pupils have been given the attached Revision Pack to complete over the next two weeks whilst they are on their Work Experience and half
term break. These tasks are designed to help them revise the units we have covered since September and it is important pupils are independently getting on with revision at home as we do
not have enough time to cover all the units, in depth, again. The due date for this is Monday 27th
February.
English Half Term Revision Pack
Year 10
The following tasks will help you to revise the units we have covered since September. Please
complete all nine tasks over the next two weeks. This work is due in on Monday 27th February. You will need to manage your time carefully.

Section A: ‘Macbeth’
1.

Define these key words and explain how they relate to Macbeth:

2.

Consider how Macbeth and Lady Macbeth change in the play. You can present your ideas in a mind map, poster or any other way you choose.
Create your own summary of what happens in each of the five acts.
Macbeth is a tragedy. What is a tragedy and what is Macbeth’s tragic flaw?
Create a poster of the key quotations relating to Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.
If you could relate any of the poems in your anthology to the play, which would it be and
why? Think carefully about this. The more reasons you have, the better your argument.

3.
4.
5.
6.

soliloquy, prophetic, manifestation, relationship, illusion, mental disintegration

Section B: Poetry
Work from memory for tasks 6 and 7. Do not use your anthology unless you have to.
7.

To which poems do the following quotations belong?
‘Then, and only then, did I come close’
‘How do I love thee? Let me count the ways’
‘I wander thro’ each charter’d street’
‘That is for ever England’
‘I could pick anything and think of you-‘
‘Take it’
‘Page-full of his hoped return’
‘I sit in the top of the wood’
‘He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning’
‘For years afterwards the farmers found them’

8.

Choose three of these poems and write a short paragraph/summary on what you can remember about them.

You must use your Anthology for the next task:
9.

Choose one poem you have not yet written about on the theme of life and death. Answer
this question: How does the poet present the theme of life and death? Write a response
which is timed to twenty minutes. Write quickly and try to cover one side of A4.

Year 11
Year 11 have now started revising for all of the different components of the GCSE English Language and English Literature examinations that they will sit in the Summer term. As ever, Year
11 are advised to attend English Literature Study Support sessions that take place every Thursday in the Main Hall from 3:15-4:00pm (timetable at the end of this document). During these
sessions, Year 11 teachers will be covering a range of poems from the Poetry Anthology and
also character revision sessions are scheduled for characters from the texts A Christmas Carol
and An Inspector Calls.
Year 11 pupils are also encouraged to take note of the revision tips they are given by their form
tutors and, further to this, they are reminded to attend Saturday College in order to prepare
themselves for independent work and revision around exam time. Below you will find a breakdown of the English Language and English Literature examinations, along with key dates for
walk throughs, mocks and final examinations.
Media
This month, Year 9 and Year 11 Media pupils are going to London to support their GCSE studies. They will visit the Warner Bros studios and see the set and making of Harry Potter. Whilst
here, they will also be involved with workshops, looking at how films are made and the process
of designing the set and characters. They will also visit the Museum of Brands to study the history of advertising which is something they have studied in lessons and is part of the Media
course.
Wellbeing Poetry Competition
Woodchurch High School’s Wellbeing Poetry Competition has been launched this week. Linking
with a number of wellbeing activities that have been running across the school throughout the
year, this gives pupils an opportunity to write any poem in any style regarding their wellbeing
and mental health. There will be a prize for the best entries so pupils are advised to be as creative as possible and take inspiration from the many poems they’ve studied in their English lessons. The deadline for submissions is Friday 3rd March and all poems should be handed to Miss
Barney or Miss Oldham.

World Book Day
World Book Day is on Thursday 2nd March and we will be hosting many
events to coincide with this occasion. Pupils have been given vouchers which
they can use in participating book stores when purchasing a book. This is going to be an exciting day for pupils and it is something that we are looking
forward to!

Scholastic Book Fair
In February, we had three trollies of brand new books
delivered for pupils to purchase. It was a successful,
week long event which has gave pupils the opportunity to
buy brand new titles, graphic novels and non-fiction
texts, as well as classics. It was such a success we will
have the fair back soon!

English Department Extra-Curricular Timetable

Year 7
Have been looking at Africa and challenging perceptions. This unit has focused on our Christian values of understanding other cultures. Jennifer EarleCliffe 7YW received a Head Teachers Award for her model of the Structure of
the Earth. Year 7 are presently learning about plate tectonics and how volcanoes are formed. Jennifer was inspired by this topic and decided to create her
own labelled model of the Earth’s structure in addition to her homework task.
Well done Jennifer!
Year 8

Are studying tourism, so far they have identified the different types of tourist and looked at the
reason why tourism has grown by manipulating data. We have started to look at National
parks with the pupils carrying out a research task to find out about a UK National park of their
choice.
Year 9
Have finished their first GCSE unit on Coast and have moved on
to Rivers. In this unit pupils will look at how rivers shape the landscape and the risks involved of living on a floodplain. Revision
guides for the course are available from the department at £3.50.
Year 10
Have completed paper 2 and are now preparing for their GCSE mock exams. Revision guides
are available from the department for £3.50 compared to RRP of £5.95. Pupils are then going
to start work on paper 3 which is on geographical application and fieldwork skills.
Year 11
At the time of writing we have 8 school weeks till Paper 1 exam. Pupils should be revising their
case studies at home with the help of their revision guides and making use of the support on
SAM learning and Geography Pods web site. Support is available on Tuesday and
Wednesday after school in Humanities 4 and 5.

Year 7 have been looking at Henry 8th 6 wives and the Spanish armada.
Year 8 have been studying World War 1 and completing trench diaries to describe what life was like in the trenches. Pupils have carried out a trench war
game to see how long they would survive in a World War 1 frontline trench.
Year 9 are studying the new EDUQAS GCSE spec looking at medicine and the public health
Year 10 have finished unit on Germany and riving for their mock exams
Year 11 controlled assessment and revision, drop in session are available on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday after school in Humanities 6.

In October, 15 of our Year 11 pupils attended the RS GCSE Conference in
Leeds, where pupils were able to learn from Dr Peter Vardy - a world specialist in religion, philosophy and ethics!

Pupils were given the opportunity to explore
contentious issues such as Just War, Poverty, Sexual Ethics and Environmental Ethics,
as well as debate some key topics with
GCSE pupils and A Level students from other
schools. Eve Scoble and Georgia McGregor,
both from 11XE, gave compelling arguments
about the immortality taking a life via the
use of drones.
It was an exciting day for all who attended!
Year 11 Revision support for year 11 every Monday after school in Humanities 1 .
The RS department would like to acknowledge the following pupils who have made positive
starts to the new academic year.
Year 7
Kiera Godfrey
Harvey Groom
Chelsey Sherlock
Eve Jawara
Casey Liversage

Year 10
Joshua Oakes
Kian Saunders
Ben Carpenter
Hannah Arthur
Joel Chapman
Maha Stephen
James Pennington
Harvey Williams
Ella Oztuna

Mr Shelton used a Google Expeditions visit to help jog his pupils’
memories on Judaism and Christianity ahead of their GCSEs.
‘We studied these areas last year, so we used Google Expeditions to revisit this subject – it was a great revision tool, an effective way of getting them to think back to what they had
learned previously,’ he says. Expeditions for these students included a trip to the Holy Places of Jerusalem, which took pupils
to the Western Wall, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the
Mount of Olives.
Hope University
On Tuesday 31st January, a group of Year 11 pupils visited Hope
University to take part in an aspirational visit to gain an awareness
of what life - and Religious Studies - is like at higher education.
The pupils took part in a tour and a lecture to broaden their horizons and open their eyes to new possibilities within their own
lives.
Liverpool Synagogue
On Wednesday 1st February, Year 8 and Year 9 pupils visited Liverpool Synagogue, to experience Judaism for themselves and to learn about Jewish worship for their Religious studies GCSE.
They then explored Liverpool's House of Hospitality, taking part in four different workshops that
were created to be "edutainment" - a cross between education and entertainment! They had a
brilliant time in the Jewish home, the Ethiopian Christian home, the Kosher kitchen and the Muslim home. Pupils were able to learn about how different faiths are lived, bringing the experience
into their own spheres of understanding. Pupils broke down stereotypes, prepared kosher meals
and served their guests using traditional Ethiopian items of culture!

A team of five Year 10 pupils from Woodchurch High School have
been representing Liverpool FC in the Premier League Enterprise
Challenge 2016/2017.
Over 6,000 pupils around the UK have been representing many Premier League and Football League Clubs. The business challenge is run
by the Premier League and Sport Relief, which this year tasked pupils
with working on a strategy: How could you use your Club’s assets

to generate interest and enthusiasm in the USA?

The Play-Offs were hosted at Manchester City’s Etihad Stadium on 30th
January 2017; our team did exceptionally well and successfully won the
play-off against another five schools from the North West of England.
The five pupils will now go forward to represent Woodchurch High
School and Liverpool Football Club in London in March 2017 for the final.
The pupils will meet a host of famous sports personalities and successful
business men and women.
Mrs Hulse, teacher of Business Studies said:
“Firstly, I would like to congratulate the pupils on their success, the five Year 10 pupils have
been an absolute delight to work with throughout the competition, their hard work, dedication
and ability to work as a team has been so encouraging. They have been a credit to Woodchurch High School, Liverpool Football Club, their families and themselves. We now look forward to the final in London next month.”

To ensure all pupils are confident with their times tables, pupils complete the TT Rockstars Challenge in their Maths lessons. In addition to this, pupils can also log on to the TT Rockstars website, choose a rockstar name and compete against pupils all over the world. Currently Woodchurch High School are first in the local area, on average answering questions in 3.14 seconds!

The Top 5

Celebrating Success
Pupils recognised as working really hard in Maths this half term
are:
Isabella Davis

Sam Mooney

Joe Haley

Chris Coburn
Todd Layfield

Daniel Kennedy

Ben Williams

Carter Clarkson

Rosa Perros

Maisie Gordon
Thomas Porshke

Frankee Branscombe

Joe Ravenscroft

Leah Kelly
Thomas Martin

Joe Byrne

Shaun Hagen

Lilli Moran

Tom Quirk
Jacob Ivers

SuccessMaker Intervention Programme
SuccessMaker is an online intervention program that assesses the learners understanding of various topics and then adapts to the needs of the individual. By doing this the programme acts as
an online tutor and can help pupils fill gaps in their knowledge. When learners get answers
wrong or don’t understand a topic they will be given a mixture of interventions such as tutorials,
hints or simplifying the topic and working on prior knowledge.
SuccessMaker is proven to help learners make progress and fill in gaps in their understanding.
In order to do this the learner needs to spend a minimum of 15 minutes working on the program 5 days a week. Pupils can do this at home or in school as computers are available every
day before school, at lunchtime and at the end of the school day.
A number of pupils have been given access to this program and early signs show that the pupils
who are spending the correct amount of time on the programme each week are making very
good progress with their maths skills.
It is also very important that if they are doing this at home that they receive no external help at
all either from another person or resources such as the internet. This is vital as the program
needs to see which topics the pupils can’t answer to provide them with the correct level of work
and support in the correct topic areas. External help could result in pupils being given the wrong
level of work or gaps in their knowledge not being corrected.
Maths teachers are monitoring the usage of the program and the performance of the learners
and will intervene where necessary to support the pupils.
To log into the program the user needs to go to the Woodchurch High School website and click
the SuccessMaker button. Following this the username is the first four letters of their first name
followed by the first four letters of the surname and the password is sm1.
E.g. Joseph Bloggs
username: joseblog
password: sm1

Year 11 Revision Information—for Higher and Foundation Tiers

Penpal exchange with Ruiz De Alda High School

Learning a foreign language does not just involve learning grammar rules and vocabulary, it is
includes finding out about the culture of countries where that language is spoken. Pupil studying Spanish in Years 8 and 9 with Miss Ramos are currently involved in exchanging letters with
two schools in Spain. Pupils have prepared letters in Spanish introducing themselves and talking
about their likes and hobbies using the knowledge they have acquired in their Spanish lessons.
In exchange, the pupils in Spain have prepared letters in English to practise the language they
are learning at school. One of the schools involved in the exchange, Ruiz de Alda High School in
San Javier (Murcia), sent us Christmas cards created in English by the pupils.
Pupils have been able to practice their reading skills, learn new vocabulary and idioms and compare common mistakes. Pupils have enjoyed the exchange and using Spanish for a real audience. Not only is this an engaging way to further develop language skills and knowledge of
Spanish culture, it also promotes both humility and hospitality.
Year 11
Following the trial exams and work done on past papers in class, all GCSE MFL pupils now have
clear targets to work on in preparation for the final exams in May. The French listening and
reading exams are on May 16th and the Spanish take place on May 19th. Teachers are working
on exam technique in lessons and it is essential that pupils put these techniques into practice
working independently on past papers at home. All relevant exams, including sound files for the
listening papers, are available on the MFL section of the VLE. Pupils should also continue to
work on developing their understanding of a wide range of vocabulary by focusing on a different topic area each week.
Subject staff will provide lists of core vocabulary and can suggest how best to commit them to
memory. Having someone at home to help test recall will be invaluable. There are also French
and Spanish interactive flashcards on the VLE focusing on vocabulary which has caused difficulty in previous exams. Support sessions on after school are ongoing. Following the half term
break, it is vital that any outstanding controlled assessments are completed to maximise the
time available for focused revision. At this point, any pupil requiring additional support with assessment tasks should see their class teacher at the earliest opportunity.

Linguists of the Month
Congratulations to the following pupils who have particularly impressed the MFL staff this half term with their outstanding attitude
and effort:
Year 7 Faith Webb, Daniel Igoe, Joseph McLachlan, Nikos Petrou,
Aislinn Saunders, Tumelo Shiang, Maisie Tsoi
Year 8 Alex Ryan, Thomas Smith
Year 9 Alex Parry, Max Williams
Year 11 Kristi Stephenson, Daniel Doughty, Ciara Sheehan, Callum Ebbs, Hannah Bendrey
Year 10 Exams
Soon after the half term holiday Y10 pupils will be sitting subject area examinations. In MFL all
pupils will be tested on their reading, listening, writing and translation skills. Staff will have given your child clear instructions on what topic areas to revise and how to go about revising effectively. There are also support and practice materials available on the VLE to ensure that
your son / daughter is thoroughly prepared. In the Summer term pupils will also take a speaking test and more information will be given on this nearer the time.

Physical Disability Boccia Finals
On Thursday 2nd February Woodchurch High School represented Merseyside in the regional Physical Disability
(PD) Boccia finals. The winning team would go on to
represent the North of England in the national finals to
be held at Sheffield. The Woodchurch team was made
up of Jenson Hughes, Connor Miller, Connor Griffin, and
our captain Jamie Morgan.
Woodchurch were competing with 13 teams who had
travelled from as far as Carlisle and Workington. Woodchurch won all of their group matches,
against some very experienced teams, to qualify for the quarter finals with some excellent play,
and led skilfully by captain Jamie Morgan. Woodchurch were drawn against Broadgreen in the
semi-finals, it was a very close game but Broadgreen were the winners. Woodchurch were disappointed with the result, but quickly regrouped and focused on the play-offs for third place.
Woodchurch played Fallibroome Academy, and it was all level at the end so an extra end was
played to decide it. Woodchurch were victorious, winning the bronze medal, a great result and
an excellent day of sport enjoyed by Woodchurch pupils.

Swimming—Cheshire County Championships at Macclesfield
Aaron Fox was crowned junior champion in both the 50m freestyle and 50m
butterfly and picked up silver in the 200m butterfly and bronze in the 200m
backstroke, while brother Kyle Fox claimed the senior 400m freestyle championship.

Basketball Trip
On Sunday the 29th of January 21 pupils
and 3 teachers travelled to the Cheshire
Oaks arena to watch the Cheshire Phoenix
play the Bristol Flyers. It was a fantastic
opportunity to watch some elite basketball
live and certainly inspired our players to
get to after school clubs and develop their
skills!

Badminton Youth Games
Having progressed through the Wirral Badminton Youth
Games, Woodchurch played in the Merseyside Youth
Games on January 26th. Both the Year 9 and Year 11
teams had progressed, and played at the Broadway Badminton Centre in St Helens.
The Year 9 team, consisting of Nathan O’Rourke, Alex
Clarke, Sebastian Camacho-Chester and Aidan Thornley
played 2 games in the group stages against very strong
opposition. The first game was particularly difficult against
Fazakerley High School, and lost some close games 5-0
eventually. The second game, the boys were clearly up
for, and beat Kirby High School 5-0. Unfortunatly,
Fazakerly also beat Kirby High School and therefore progressed into the semi-final.
The boys played with integrity and endurance throughout the day, and were unlucky not to
progress.
Tom Portbury, Arron Perry, Ben Wagstaff and Ben Griffiths represented the Year 11 team. Ben
Griffiths stepped in at the final hour due to an injury to Tom Branscombe. First up was a
match against Cardinal Heenan, which we lost 5-0 to a very strong team who had county and
NW players in their team. The boys then played against Sandymoore High School, and won 32 with some very good doubles play from all the boys, and showed resilience despite some
questionable officiating. Unfortunately, they did not progress into the semi-final stages either.
This is the first time Woodchurch have entered a Badminton tournament, and both teams
played some fantastic games in both the Wirral and Merseyside tournaments, and made Mr
Hulse incredibly proud on the day.
Well done.

The Farm's New Landmark
If you are walking past the school farm you cannot fail to be impressed by the school's new landmark - an
impressive new Dovecot. It was built by the Year 7 Young Joiners Club (under the guidance of Mr Jones
and Mr Easton). The dovecot has been placed in the World War 1 Commemorative Garden as a symbol of
peace. A member of the local community is donating a pair of doves once the DEFRA isolation period for
poultry and birds is over.
The Woodchurch Young Joiners include:
Owen Clinton
Kyle Jones
James Roberts
Joshua Rodaway
Oliver Sanderson
Matthew Wilson
Well done boys - nice work! We can't wait to find out more
about your next project.
Other Farm News
We would like to thank the Woodchurch community for their
support and generosity at the Christmas Fair. The final total
raised was £3,000 which is simply amazing. All the money
raised will go to the upkeep of the farm animals.
We will be arranging a Spring Community Farm Day on a
Saturday after the lambing season. This will be an opportunity for the local community to see the animals,
buy crafts and have tea and cake. Look out for the date which will be published in the next newsletter.
Lambing
This year we are expecting lambs mid March. We are presently in the process of recruiting our lambing
team from Year 9 pupils studying BTEC Animal Care. This year pupils will be camping overnight on the
farm (with the farm staff) so that they can keep a check for pregnant ewes going into labour. Hopefully,
our next newsletter will have lots of lamb photographs.

Just before Christmas we had our non-uniform day. All the money raised has been given to
charity, and the school Christian Value Reps met to decide where the money was going.
Pupils donated an amazing £2,290 on the day.

This has been split between the Mayor’s Special Appeals (£500)
And … the Christian Value reps donated over £1,780 of presents to the developing world via
Present Aid (part of Christian Aid)…

This means that since September, taking into account the
money raised through our Poppy Appeal and the Harvest
Bags, we have raised nearly £4000.00 for charity.
Thank you so much for showing the Christian Value of
Compassion and for your generosity.

This office is located on the ground floor of the school behind Main Reception. The office deals
with a wide variety of tasks including:









Main Switchboard into school
Pupil Welfare
Attendance (Pupil Absence Line 0151 641 8218 – Direct Line to Answerphone- please
leave the pupil name, form, reason for absence and expected date of return to school if
known)
Pupil Records (Sims)
Lost Property
Parent Communication
Sale of School Ties and Badges

For your further information, please note the following:
Office Hours are 7.30 am to 5.00 pm. The switchboard is available from 8.00 am to 4.30 pm
Switchboard options:
Press 1 to report a pupil absence
Press 2 for Inclusion
Press 3 for Exams
Press 4 for Finance
Press 5 for all other enquiries












Pupils should report to the Pupil Services Office if they arrive late to school, or if they need
to sign out for appointments during the school day.
Parents should call the Pupil Absence Line to report a child ill, late, attending a medical
appointment or other reason for absence from school.
The Pupil Services Office has a small float of money available for pupils who have forgotten/lost their lunch/bus money. Please ensure this is repaid promptly in order that we can
maintain a float for use in emergencies.
Sims is the School’s Information Management System, which maintains all pupil records
including any emergency contact numbers. If any information relating to your son/
daughter/ward changes, for example emergency contact details, address, medical information, free school meals information etc, you should ensure this information is sent into
school for the attention of Mrs King, Office Manager.
Lost Property is a major issue within school. Please ensure all items are clearly labelled.
Lost Property displays are held each term. If your son/daughter/ward has lost any items,
please encourage them to attend the display and retrieve any items, before they are disposed of at the end of each term.
“Schoolcomms” is the system used in school to communicate “electronically” with parents
in order to get vital/important/urgent information to our Parents/Carers as quickly as possible. Parents/Carers should ensure that school has an up to date e:mail address and mobile phone number, which will be recorded on Sims.
School Ties cost £2.50 and our new design School Badges are £2.00

Could we also ask your assistance in ensuring that your son/daughter/ward arrives to school
with the correct equipment for their timetabled lessons each day ie PE Kits and Cooking Ingredients. Also to ensure that they do not forget lunches or lunch/bus money.
If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact school and speak to Mrs
King, Office Manager, or a member of the Pupil Services Office Team.

At Woodchurch High School, we consider the Safeguarding of our pupils highly and
strive to ensure that all pupils are safe and secure at all times. We are the guardians of
your children/wards whilst they are at school and feel that we need to be certain that
when releasing pupils from school for appointments or other similar circumstances, we
do so wholly and completely with the permission of Parents / Carers.
Therefore in unexpected circumstances where a request is made to release pupils from
school, Pupil Services Office Staff will ask Parents Carers a series of Security Questions which will be based around information which is recorded within Sims (The
School’s Information Management System). Once these security questions have been
answered appropriately, Pupil Services Office Staff will release pupils from school as
requested.
We would also request that when sending a note regarding appointments during the
school day, you indicate clearly that you give permission for your child/ward to make
their own way home or to the meeting venue specified by Parents/Carers. This indication of permission will be recorded in school for reference purposes.
These actions are being implemented for the sole purpose of keeping Woodchurch High
School Pupils’ Safe at all times and we thank you for working with us and for your cooperation.

Chess is here…
Woodchurch High School Chess Club
Interested in playing or learning?
See Mr Jones in the English staff base, or meet in Room En 10 at
the following times:

Monday, Wednesday and Friday...3.15pm
Friday Lunch ………...…………………11.50am

Friday 17th February 2017

Close for Half Term

Monday 20th—Friday 24th February
2017

Half Term

Monday 27th February 2017

School re-opens

Tuesday 28th February 2017

9X Parents’ Evening

Thursday 2nd March 2017

9Y Parents’ Evening

Friday 3rd March 2017

Year 11 Progress Reports Issued

w/c 6th March 2017
w/c 13th March 2017

Year 10 Trial Exams
Year 10 Trial Exams

Monday 13th March 2017

PTA

Wednesday 29th March 2017

Easter Assemblies

Friday 31st March 2017

Close for Spring Break at 3.15 pm

Monday 3rd—Friday 14th April 2017

Spring Break

Monday 17th April 2017

Bank Holiday

Tuesday 18th April 2017

School re-opens

Thursday 20th April 2017

Y7 Trial Exams commence

