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Established Excellence

For 57 years Woodchurch High School has been at the heart of the Woodchurch 
Community.  During that time there have been many changes not only in the way 
in which pupils are educated but in the organisation of the school.

Initially Woodchurch High School was two separate schools, a boy’s school and a 
girl’s school.  In 1970 it became a co-educational building.

Over the last few months we have had the privilege and enjoyment of communicating 
with many past pupils, teachers and others associated with the school.  Th ey have 
shared with us their happy memories and speak with pride of their association with 
Woodchurch High School.

Woodchurch High School has, for many years, had an excellent reputation.  Th is is 
due to the commitment of the staff , who place the children at centre of all they do 
as well as:

•  the confi dence and support shown by parents;
•  the contribution of partners and the community; and most importantly
•  the hard work of the pupils themselves, who continue to be our best ambassadors.

Th e new, state of the art BSF building will provide excellent opportunities for future 
generations to learn skills and develop and build on the ethos and excellence which 
has been established over the last 57 years.

Ms R Phillips
Headteacher

Ms R Phillips
Headteacher



1950’s - 60’s

“Courtney’s Nan went to the school when it was single sex in the late 50’s – the 

girls had to wear their beret.  I remember when Mrs Mason was Head at the 

Junior end of the school – she lost her wig in assembly once!”

“I remember in ’63 a cake van overturning in Hoole Road and there being cakes all over Ganneys Meadow Road”



1960’s

“I remember Miss White…young and gorgeous (remember – it was an all boys school at the time!)”

“I remember playing in the playground and listening to the 

Beatles on our transistor radio – great times!”

“I remember being caned by the Head for writing on the 

desk and going to the toilet at the wrong time.”



1970’s

“I made close friendships that still continue today 30 years later.”

“I particularly enjoyed sixth form life at Woodchurch – especially 
when we did Oliver in the lower sixth when Mr Alan (Headmaster) 
was Fagin – happy days!”



1980’s

“The seed was sown at Woodchurch for my love of biology which has stayed 
with me through my further studies and now my career, all thanks to a certain 
Mr Gaddas!”

“I remember Mr Gaddas telling the pupils in the 
sixth form that he just been out to get married in 
his lunch hour.”



1990’s



1957 -  2010

“The school has infl uenced me in many things but 
especially singing, drama and sport.  
Thank you!!!”

“Woodchurch High School truly is “Simply the Best.”

 “As a parent I so valued the support my son was given.”



1957 -  2010

“Our fi fth daughter will be starting in the new Woodchurch next year, and we hope she will do as well and 
be as happy as the others. Thank you.”



1957 -  2010

“Just excellent.”“They were the best days of my life.”



The building of our new school





The History of Woodchurch High School

Th e fi rst house on the Woodchurch estate was offi  cially opened on May 6th 1949 and it was in the mid 1950’s that 
pupils began att ending the Woodchurch Secondary School for Boys and the Woodchurch Secondary School for 
Girls. It was during the 1970’s that the Boys and Girls Secondary Schools were combined to form the mixed 
comprehensive school - Woodchurch High School. 

In the early 1980’s Birkenhead abandoned the use of middle schools, and in 1983 Woodchurch became an 11 to 
18 mixed comprehensive. At this time extensive building work was carried out to accommodate the increased 
number of pupils, and a number of mobiles were also built to provide additional classrooms. 

Other notable dates in the 1980’s include the opening of Birkenhead Sixth Form College in 1988, which saw 
Woodchurch become an 11 to 16 school, and 1989 when the school fi rst welcomed pupils with PMI into our 
community. Th is resulted in the construction of additional facilities such as disabled toilets and lift s.

Th e 1990’s was another very important decade in the development of Woodchurch High School. Th e former 
Sixth Form Block was converted into a suite of rooms for the Art Department, a nature area was established to 
encourage wildlife and Room 42 was refurbished to become Woodchurch’s fi rst ICT room. Due to further 
increases in pupil numbers, more mobile classrooms - D7 to D10 were constructed, and further alterations were 
made to the main school building to meet the needs of increasing numbers of pupils with PMI. It was also at this 
time that the former caretaker’s bungalow was renovated and reopened as the Aspergers Unit – ‘Th e Bungalow.’ 
Th e school underwent it’s fi rst Ofsted inspections in the 1990’s being described as a ‘very good’ school in 1994 
and ‘excellent’ in 1999.

As the new millennium was welcomed in, Woodchurch achieved beacon status for social inclusion in September 
2000. Much building work and refurbishment was carried out in the early ’noughties.’ Rooms 40 and 41 were 
refurbished and, along with Room 42, formed an ICT suite, several Science laboratories were renovated, the
new History Block was constructed in 2001 and shortly aft erwards the staff  room was extended and a new
school entrance and reception area were created.



Woodchurch achieved status as a Specialist Engineering College in September 2002 and in 2003 work began on the 
construction of the new Engineering Block. It was in the same year that the Headteacher, Mrs Beryl Holt, was 
awarded an OBE for her services to education. Numbers of pupils entering the school continued to rise, necessitating 
the construction of a new Geography Block in 2004, and in 2005 the new Sports Hall was opened by the TV sports 
presenter Ray Stubbs. Further Ofsted inspections in 2005, 2008 and 2009 showed the school’s continuing progress 
when, on all three occasions, Woodchurch was judged to be an ‘outstanding’ school. 

In 2008 Mrs Beryl Holt took a well deserved retirement, and Ms Rebekah Phillips was appointed as Acting 
Headteacher in September 2008 and then Headteacher in September 2009. It was during this time that Woodchurch 
came to the att ention of the nation with the fi lming, during 2008, and airing, in 2009, of the BBC TV Rocket Science 
programmes. Pupils visited both the USA and China during the course of the fi lming, and the series culminated with 
the pupils designing, building and lighting the fi reworks for the closing ceremony of Liverpool’s period as European 
Capital of Culture.

Never an institution to stand still, in September 2009 Woodchurch took on a second specialism as a Training School 
and in 2010 we will be moving into our new £23 million pounds school building.  Whilst the buildings may change, 
what we as a school stands fi rm does not.  

We have a history we are proud of and a bright future to look forward to, and we want to thank our past and present 
pupils, parents and friends for all their hard work, which truly gives meaning to the Woodchurch High School phrase 

“Established Excellence”.
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