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20 May 2015 
 
Dear Lyndon,  
 
I am delighted to inform you that as a result of the verification visit on 29th April 2015, Woodchurch 
High School has been awarded the Specialism Quality Mark at the highest level of Transforming and 
Leading in each of the areas of ‘English’  ‘physical education’ and  ‘initial teacher education’.   

 
The evidence presented by the school, staff members, pupils, partner schools, University of Chester 
and Governor was comprehensive and clearly indicated that your specialist areas have an invaluable 
impact on whole school development, contribute to teaching and learning in other schools and most 
importantly stimulate excellent pupil progress, achievement, confidence and enjoyment.  
 
During the assessment visit the assessor was impressed by the demeanour, politeness and 
behaviour of the pupils encountered whilst on the school tour and in the discussion group. Those 
pupils in the discussion group showed great confidence in sharing their thoughts and a genuine 
enthusiasm for and appreciation of the opportunities for learning afforded them by the English and 
P.E. departments including the enrichment activities made available to them. The pupils had a good 
understanding of the influence that English and P.E. have across the curriculum and were very 
positive about those departments’ strategies employed to help them to achieve as well as they could.  
They described the staff as a whole as ‘accessible, approachable and caring’. Appreciative verbal 
reports from Headteachers of two supported Primary schools and that of the representative of the 
University of Chester praised the value of the Woodchuch involvement in their learning outcomes.  
 
Interview evidence together with assessor’s observations on the day highlighted the following:  
 

 English: The strength of assessment and monitoring of individual progress In English ensures 

that pupils are provided with appropriate support for their learning, leading to the development 
of differentiation and effective planning for all subjects. The vast array of enrichment activities 
provided by the school is strongly supported by the English team who offer bespoke, focussed 
support to students throughout the week, on Saturdays and during holidays too. 
 

 Very strong teaching, excellent pupil progress and achievement in English, results from 
embedded strategies such as ‘TEEP’, ‘Point, evidence, explanation’, the ‘transferrable skills 
pictorial checklist’ and literacy mats. These strategies, driven by the department’s provision of 
CPD, have made a positive impact across the curriculum.  
 

 Physical Education: The department’s successful use of AfL and BfL strategies to support 

pupils in their learning is acknowledged through its role in the management of whole school 
teaching and learning, provision of cross curricular CPD and involvement in co-observations of 
teaching. The vast range of opportunities provided by and through the department 
successfully engages almost all pupils at levels appropriate to individual needs.  
 

 Provision of model lessons, coaching and CPD in local Primary schools has raised teaching 
standards in P.E., greatly increasing the confidence of staff and pupils in the subject and 
improved transition of pupils between schools.  



 

                  

 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, Sue Williamson 

5th Floor, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR 
T: 020 7802 2300 F: 020 7802 2345 

E: info@ssatuk.co.uk 
                                                                    SSAT (The Schools Network) Ltd, A PRIVATE COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES 

REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES, COMPANY NO. 8073410 

 Initial Teacher Education: The programmes for training teachers supported by the school are 
recognised by local Universities as highly developed and extremely well managed providing 
student teachers with excellent coaching and mentoring, enabling them to become confident 
contributors on their University courses and eventually qualify for teacher status. The good 
practice achieved at Woodchurch has become, through collaboration with the University of 
Chester, a recommended model for ITE programmes in other schools. 
 

 Within the school the fresh ideas and expectations of student teachers encourages mentoring 
teachers to remain fresh, open and reflective in their own teaching, ensuring that pupils get 
very high quality teaching across the curriculum. 

 
Suggested Area for development: 
 

 The English, PE and ITE departments provide input to other educational establishments 
locally and regionally, the areas are strong enough to make a contribution nationally through 
presentations at conferences or contributions to educational magazines. 

 
Once again congratulations to the students, staff, governors and partners of Woodchurch High 
School.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
David Harris 
Verification Assessor 

 

 
 
Justine McNeillie  

Programme Coordinator - Accountability 
SSAT (The Schools Network) Ltd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


