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Headteacher's Comments

The first half term has passed very quickly and our “new Year 7 pupils” are already well
established and settled into secondary school life. We do not underestimate the anxiety
that many parents and pupils feel regarding the transfer from primary and we trust that
you have been reassured by our transition programme and the support and
communication extended since September.

| am delighted with the positive attitude displayed by Year 7. On a daily basis | am visited
by pupils who wish to celebrate with me their outstanding efforts and achievements in the
different curriculum areas.

Thank you for your support and | look forward to the next 5 years as we work together to
provide the best education and opportunities our children deserve.

Mr Canham: Assistant Headteacher

The transition programme 2011-2012 involved 278 pupils from 37 different primary
'schools making the move to Woodchurch High School.

Over 100 pupils benefited from our additional programme which has led to

an extremely smooth start for our new Year 7. The transition team at Woodchurch
consists of over 20 members of staff with a variety of specialisms who ensure all
our pupils needs are known and prepared for in advance.

The highlight of the transition programme is always the first day back in September
when the new Year 7 arrive in their uniforms and sit together as one family during
their welcome assembly. This was the case this year and the year group has
maintained that excellent level of presentation into the Autumn term.

Well done Year 7.

Pupil Progress Leaders

Pupil Progress Leader ~ Assistant Pupil Progress Leader
Mr C Roberts Mrs K Talbot

Hopefully this Newsletter will give you an idea of some of the activities which have taken place in the

first six weeks, a very short space of time! A lot of hard work and planning went into the transition from

Year Six to Year Seven, and we feel the pupils have made a great start. We want all pupils to WORK HARD,
BE HAPPY and ACHIEVE SUCCESS! All pupils are encourged to take advantage of all the school has to
offer and make the most of their time in Woodchurch High School.

We look forward to working with you over the next five years, the time will fly!



Celebrating Success

In Year 7 we aim to celebrate success at every opportunity

Headteacher Award
Maths Prize Winner
Steven Ives and Kevin Banh
Outstanding Homework

Headteacher Award
for outstanding Science Homework
Sam Hargreaves, Hannah Morris and Aidan Walsh

Iris points are awarded for a wide range of positive
behaviours such as class work, being helpful,
| good manners, homework, taking part, charity work etc.

Rebecca Aston
7XZ 7XS
40 Iris Points 30 Iris Points

Kevin Banh

Each month we have form of the month, based on the progress
book scores. The competition is fierce!

Good attendance is very
important!
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Making Positive Contributions

We aim to encourage citizenship and involve pupils in decision making early in year seven

Eco Reps

| __Eco Reps are champions for the environment.
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Charity Reps

harity Reps are champions for fundraising, encouraging
everyone in the form to get involved in fundraising activities.
his term as part of their Humanities Disasters and Dilemmas
opic, each form will be carrying out its own fundraising event.
onies raised will go to Christian Aid to help them support
victims of natural disasters such as the floods in Thailand

and the drought in East Africa

Form Reps

Each form has two Form Reps who find out the views of their
form on a range of issues such as teaching and learning, the
school environment and ways of contributing to the life of the
chool. The 24 Year 7 form reps meet regularly with Mr Roberts
or Mrs Talbot. Then the two members of the School Council
represent the views of all Year 7 pupils when they meet with

Ms Phillips. After the meetings pupils feed back to the other
reps who feed back to their forms.

School Councill

These two pupils were chosen by the
Form Reps to represent the Year Group

Connor Mclllroy Olivia Doyle
7XE 7XE



Events and Extra Curricular

Enterprise Day Event

Recently Year 7 took part in their first Enterprise activity session. During the two half day sessions,

pupils worked in groups to design an emergency bag with10 items in it which would help if there

was a disaster in the world. These items would be given to people to help improve their lives immediately
after a distaster, and this work tied in with various curriculum areas on the theme

‘Disaster and Dilemma’s’

We also explored what Enterprise was and how this helps us prepare for the world of work as well as
what we do as a school outside of Enterprise Days, such as the school bank, to help pupils become financially aware.

With nearly 90% of pupils saying they wanted to do something like this activity day again, the session ‘
was a great success. One pupil wrote about the day in their evaluation:"The part | most enjoyed was the
pitch and when we got to show off all our hard work.” A huge well done to everyone who took part and
congratulations to the winning team from XN and YN

Should you want to follow anything written here, or have any questions please see Mr Shelton.

Music

The following musical opportunities are available to students in Year 7...
Instrumental lessons for students on Voice, Piano, Keyboard, Violin, Brass instruments, Acoustic and Electric Guitar,
Drum Kit and Percussion. These can be arranged if parents contact the Department via Ms Morton.

For students on free school meals and Pupil Premium these can be subsidised.

Lunchtime sessons on Electric Keyboard are available, also music technology sessions during lunchtimes and after school
with the possibility of studio training in the future. Year 7 Choir for which we already have two bookings performing for ]
the Woodchurch Farm and also for Sainsbury's raising money for charity in December. We also encourage pupils J’
to book into practise facilities during the breaks and after school to rehearse. ;

Art Extra Curricular

Year 7 Art club started on the 7th of October in Art 1 with Mrs McCaughley.

It runs from 3.30pm until 4.30pm. We currently have eighteen pupils who are learning how to

make puppets using recycled materials. Each of the pupils are learning about facial proportions
and our emotions through facial expressions. The puppet project will run until Christmas

and we are hoping to have a short performance at the end. A new project will start in the new Year.

Engineering Extra Curricular

Year 7 Young Engineers have a team of pupils involved in the Formula Sun Engineering competition.
The object of the competition is to design, build, test and race a solar powered boat. The pupils meet on a Tuesday,

after school and are currently working on initial designs for their boat. They are being mentored by the year 8 team, who were
involved in the competition last year.
The team has been working for four weeks now and are starting to form some good ideas for their designs and wi
develop Computer Aided Designs for drawing and manufacturing the boat.

Humanities Extra Curricular

A Humanities support Group is run by Mr Turner every Friday lunchtime to give pupils help with
homework and project work. Assistance is given by other staff and trainee teachers.

Young Farmers Extra Curricular

Pupils of all year groups are able to join the Young Farmer Club. We meet every week after school in the Environment area,
where we put on boots and protective gloves and get to work. Pupils get the opportunity to grow a range of vegetables, fruit and
flowers. They learn how to prepare the soil, care for the plants and harvest the crops. Young Farmers hold a monthly Farmers
Market in school where all produce is sold to pupils, staff and visitors to the school.

Young Farmers also learn how to handle and care for the Woodchurch Farm animals.

They even get to take home a fresh egg or some of their produce!.

Extra Curricular PE PGLTrip

We have decided to run two trips this year due to the very popular demand of our previous trips

The first trip is run by Mr Stead 15th June - 18th June

The Second trip is run by Mr Grannon 22nd June - 25th June

The trips are in Caythorpe Court near Linconshire. Activites include:

Quad biking, rock climbing, high ropes, raft buliding, Jacobs Ladder, giant swing

and a fun evening entertainment programme. Pupils stay in tents and the trip is on a full board basis.



Sports Teams

Woodchurch High School has a very strong tradition in sports

Year 7 Netball Team

Year 7 Netball team has been doing really well and the pupils
are improving with every session.

They had their first match on Monday 17th October night and
drew 3-3 with Prenton.

Training is on Monday and Thursday night after school.

Year 7 Football Team

The Year 7 football team have made a promising start to the
football season, winning all their friendly matches against local
schools. They are in to the third round of the National Cup after
beating Alsop High School 4-1. Their next fixture in this competition
is on 1st November away against St Margarets, Liverpool.
, As a whole the team is developing well but there have been some
v‘f oA "e > VLS \ notable perfomances particularly from Morgan Galer,
‘: < 4 OJ =4 2 8 | y¢ Daniel Stephens, Spencer Davis and Nathan Johnston.

® & Mr Joplin would like to congratulate the whole team for working
extremely hard at training and during the games. Well done boys.
Year 7 training is on Monday’s after school from 3.30-4.30 for
anyone who is interested.
The whole school would like to wish them good luck for the rest
of the season.
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Year 7/ Rugby Team

The Year 7 Rugby team competed In their first Emerging Schools
rugby tournament at Winnington Park on Thursday 13th October.

Although they lost all three matches they did very well considering
A dthey have only been playing rugby since September.

They have upcoming fixtures against Hilbre High and Whitby High.

Training is on a Friday 3.15-4.40pm

Clubs that are also available:

Basketball Club: Thursday after school
Gym Club: Monday and Friday after school
SEN Fun Club: Friday after school



Peer Mentors

This year our Peer Mentoring Programme has been extended by a group of year 10
pupils. The group meets during registration once a week. This term the focus of their
meetings are settling in and organisation, the group also talk about any other school
issues that may be a concern. The Peer Mentors provide another friendly face around
the building for the mentee group to be able to approach, and | would like to take this
opportunity to thank the Year 10 Peer Mentors for giving up their time to support Year 7.
They are Mateus Peters, Amy Hardwick, Shannon Halloran, Megan Klien, Lauren Cull,
Bradley Cotterill, Lewis Attah and David Roberts.

Some Year 7 Pupil Comments

LYE
We have really enjoyed our first half-term in Woodchurch High.

A few of our highlights have been:

Joining Football, Rugby and Netball teams; taking on responsibilities such as form, eco
and charity reps; a variety of fun lessons especially Music, Spanish, Tech and Art;

and at break and lunch. Some of us have already been involved in trips and had great fun!
But above all else being form of the month was by far the greatest achievement.

7XE
We think that some of the best things about Woodchurch High School are:

The staff are very friendly, we enjoy the practical work in Science!
We have found it very easy to make new friends.

7YW
I am Alycia Barker from 7YW. | just wanted to inform you that our transition from primary into secondary school

coudn’t have gone more smoothly. The rest of 7YW has also settled in well thanks to the pupils and staff from Woodchurch.

7YN
| enjoyed making friends in different forms, | like the after-school clubs.

7YS
| have enjoyed doing PE, it's my favourite subject and | am in the football team.

7YS
| like Maths and PE because they are the best subjects and the teachers are great in all subjects.

7XW
I think Woodchurch High is a very good school. My favourite subjects are Maths and Science.
| have already made lots of friends and | like my teachers. | like Woodchurch mostly because | am getting a good education

while having fun.

7XW
This is a great school, Mr Morgan is a great form teacher. Also all the lessons are fun. Science is the best lesson because

chemicals are fun. Thank you for helping me settle in.






