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Cultural (SMSC) Development in 
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Specific examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Develop in Animal Care include: 

 Learning about the life cycles of our animals and the food webs they are part of. Making connections 

between the relationships of all living things.  

 Studying and discussing the implications of intensive farming on both the animals and the economy, 

researching different viewpoints and the impact it can have.  

 Developing student’s self responsibility, students are given specific feeding and cleaning 

responsibilities on the farm and are aware of the consequences of not fulfilling their role.  

 We discuss how different cultures view animals and the sacrifice they make to provide us food, we 

look into the rearing and preparation of animals and the respect shown to the animals by different 

cultures.  

SPIRITUAL – Animal Care has the ability to enable students to become at one with nature. Working with 

animals is a very spiritual experience where students develop strong connections to the animals they 

care for. Animal Care teaches about the connections within the natural world and the relationships 

between both the natural environment and the many organisms that depend on it. Animal Care enables 

students to experience these relationships and the wonder of nature first hand, sparking curiosity and 

interest in the world around us.   

MORAL – Animal Care gives students opportunities to explore and discuss the moral implications of 

many hard hitting and developing issues. Student’s research and gain an understanding of controversial 

and moral debates including animal testing, culling and intensive farming.  Students are encouraged to 

explore various views and look into the moral implications of each. As teachers we look to guide 

students with an open mind and consider their own views with the confidence to voice their opinions.  

SOCIAL – Students studying Animal Care have to be able to adjust to a range of social contexts by 

appropriate and sensitive behaviour. They have to make a personal contribution to the well-being of 

groups, exercise responsibility and initiative and participate cooperatively and productively within school 

and when participating in external activities. Students are able and encouraged to take on the roles of 

team leader and team worker each lesson. Animal Care makes links to help students understanding how 

what is learnt in the curriculum relates to life in society. 

CULTURAL – Animal Care lends itself to the inclusion of cultural issues, when working outdoors we learn 

about the grassroots of our country, the agricultural history and changing of the seasons. When breeding 

and raising animals for meat we incorporate different religious and cultural beliefs, ensuring students are 

exposed to and have a respect for the beliefs of others. In modern society it is important that we 

encourage our students to ask questions and gain a greater understanding of different cultures so we 

can reduce animosity and move forward with mutual respect for others.  


