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OUTSTANDING AGAIN!!! 
This term has again been very eventful and busy.  Many 
thanks to the pupils, staff and Governors for their 
continued support and hard work. 

In January we received a visit from Ofsted (again).  Mark 
Sims, HMI, spent two days in the school observing 
lessons, interviewing pupils and staff and examining books 
and documentation. 

Mr Sims was focussing on our intervention work and the 
way in which Woodchurch High School supports and helps 
pupils to achieve their target levels and GCSE grades.  
We received ‘Outstanding’ in every category. 

Mr Sims commented on the high level of commitment 
shown by staff and the respect shown by our pupils. 

Well done to everyone! 

I am delighted that in March the Governors appointed me 
as Headteacher, it is a position of immense responsibility 
and challenge.  I look forward to taking the school forward 
and in building upon our previous best, in partnership with 
all pupils, parents / carers staff and Governors. We are updating our Anti-Bullying Policy and want to hear 

the views of our pupils.  Ms Oldham and Mrs Loney 
recently held lunchtime meetings to find out what pupils 
thought about bullying and the way in which the school 
deals with it. 

Pupils said they are happy with what happens now, and 
that they feel the school is a safe environment. 

Both meetings were interesting and pupils suggested a 
number of new strategies that could possibly be added to 
improve further the way in which we tackle bullying. 

We would also like to ask parents if they could spare a 
minute to fill in an online questionnaire which they can find 
on the school VLE and which is accessible via your child’s 
password and log in.   

We would be grateful if you could help us to deliver the 
safest possible environment for your child to learn in and 
look forward to hearing your views. 

The school is delighted 
to have been successful 
in gaining a second 
specialism as a Training 
School. 

This means that we will be offering training opportunities 
for Parents / Carers and the community as well as 
increasing training for our staff.  This will help to improve 
teaching and learning and benefit our pupils. 

In future this logo will be present on all school stationery. 

Hopefully many of you saw the BBC2 three part documen-
tary ‘Rocket Science’, staring Mr Andy Smith, Physics 
Teacher, and a group of Year 9 pupils. 

We have received a lot of positive comments about the 
school, our pupils and, of course, about Mr Smith’s won-
derful teaching. 

We are all very proud of him! 



The Year 10 group recently had mock interviews with 
Denise Jarrett, lecturer at Wirral Metropolitan College, as 
part of their coursework.  Everyone performed well and 
would have been given the job!  The group also recently 
had a talk by Marilyn Graham from the Hearing Support 
Service.   
 
Mrs Graham who supports pupils with hearing impairment 
gave Year 10 pupils a good idea of what it must be like to 
have a hearing impairment and how this can impact on 
communication. 

A number of Year 9 Gifted and Talented pupils recently 
completed a questionnaire about their views of learning.   
 
They liked lessons that were fun.  The majority said their 
work was just at the right level for them and thought that 
lessons varied quite a lot during the day.  Lesson activities 
that were most popular were paired and group discus-
sions, and individual work.  They also enjoyed using ICT 
and when asked about rewards this group of pupils’ fa-
vourite was a letter home, followed by a certificate! 

Term Time is an organisation that aims to give young 
people a voice.  It runs debates and has its own website 
with information about issues that are important to young 
people. 
 
In the coming months some Year 9 Woodchurch pupils will 
be helping Term Time by writing articles for their website 
while Year 10 Media students will have the chance to 
make a video about our school, which will feature on the 
Term Time Website.  Visit: www.term-time.com 

In January, Wirral held its Diploma Launch at Leasowe 
Recreation Centre. 
 
All Year 9 pupils spent time there finding out about the 
new diplomas, including the Engineering and Society 
Health and Development ones which will be offered at 
Woodchurch from September. 
 
Year 9 Options Day on Wednesday 25 February was a 
great success.  Year 9 pupils came into school with their 
parents / carers and discussed with Form Tutors, Senior 
Staff and Subject Leaders their options for Key Stage 4.  

This year the PTA have again donated money to a number 
of curriculum areas for the purchase of equipment and 
materials, benefiting our pupils.  They have also made 
very generous contributions to the Humanities Field Trips 
and the Aspergers Syndrome Base Residential Holiday. 
 
Thank you to all our parents / carers who continue to sup-
port the PTA. 
 
The winners of the Woodchurch Club are:- 
January 1st prize S. Brimage, 2nd prize D. Magson 
February 1st prize J. Cavanagh, 2nd prize G. Slaven 
March 1st prize V. Oldham, D. Magson 
 
New members are always welcome.  If you would like to 
join the PTA we we have two meetings left for this aca-
demic year.  They are 27th April and 8th June and will be 
held in the library at 6.30pm. 
 
Our Summer Fair is on Saturday 13th June 12pm to 3pm 
and if anyone has any suggestions for stalls or would like 
to help in any way please contact Mrs J. Cavanagh at 
school (0151 677 5257). 

Our Headboy, Damian Seber, and Headgirl, Bethan 
Harris, recently wrote an article about inviting Barack 
Obama to Woodchurch High School.  This was sent to the 
BBC News website in the hope of it being published. 

Ms Oldham and Ms Phillips recently met with 2 staff from 
RTC North West.  This is a company that helps schools to 
make new contacts with higher education and engineering 
based companies. 
 
We now have the name of a female engineer who works 
for Chevron Racing Cars; she is keen to come into school 
and talk to our young people about her work. 



Pupils in the Out Of School 
Club celebrated Chinese New 
Year.  The Year of the Ox.   
 
Pupils made lanterns, Chinese 
dragons and symbols leading 
up to the New Year. The 
pupils then sat down to a 
Chinese banquet.  The pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed the 

experiences and are looking forward to repeating it next 
year. 

Year 9 pupils who stay after school once a week have 
been studying various projects this term.   
 
Pupils investigated how buoyancy worked by building a 
boat from card and then dropping marbles into it.  Some 
boats remained afloat despite our best efforts to sink them.  
They have also studied nucleation that involved dropping 
various objects into soda water and oil.  A bottle of coke 
was exploded using sweets that were dropped into it.   
 
A visit to the Museum of Science and Industry in 
Manchester is taking place this week and pupils will be 
looking into the effects of gravity.  Thanks to Mr Doyle and 
Mrs Moulton. 

As part of the Year 9 Intervention Strategy staff were 
asked to identify pupils who would benefit from support 
with their homework.  30 pupils were chosen to attend a 
homework club on two evenings per week, Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Year 9 provide refreshments and music to 
make the club a little less formal. 
 
The Homework Club is based in an ICT suite that allows 
pupils access to computers for research and enables them 
to complete homework on-line, such as MyMaths. 
 
Staff come along to support the pupils and provide 
homework tasks that they have not yet completed. 
 
So far the club has worked extremely well and the 
homework record of all pupils has improved greatly, so 
much so that other pupils have now asked to come along! 

Our Careers programme continues to run at a fast pace, 
as Year 11 seek post-16 destination routes.  Many have 
already secured a conditional place at their chosen school-
sixth form or college.   
 
We are now in the process of arranging a series of talks 
focussing upon apprenticeships.  To help parents keep 
track of what has been going on, we are making ‘live’ a 
section of the VLE which will give details of all our forth-
coming events and presentations, designed at helping 
your child make the best possible choices for their chosen 
destination route.   
 
Connexions are also supporting school by offering 
lunchtime drop-in clinics for pupils to access a wide range 
of information, advice and guidance.  In addition, they are 
still conducting the 1:1 individual guidance interviews for 
pupils on a request basis. Year 11 pupils can continue to 
access support from Connexions once they have left. Our 
Lead Personal Advisor is Tony Rutherford and he is based 
at the West Kirby office, opposite the Concourse. 

Our 2 graduate mentors, Peter Hanlon and Rachael 
Croker have now done presentations in every Year 9, 10 
and 11 class in PSHCE lessons.   
 
One pupil commented, “I didn’t know much about 
university before but now I know about the sorts of 
courses I could do.  I really hope I get in!” 

We were pleased to welcome members of the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines into school this half term, they gave a 
presentation to both Year 10 and 11 on the various career 
opportunities they had on offer for school leavers.  The 
presentation was both informative and engaging, and 
provided pupils with a glimpse of what serving in the RN/
RM could be like.  Staff from the RN then stayed behind 
afterwards to answer any questions that our pupils had. 



This term we were once again pleased to welcome the 
Ariel Trust in to school to conduct a series of Enterprise 
Education events, aimed at our Year 11 pupils.   
 
The focus of these events was to develop their 
employability skills and get them to seriously consider the 
type of skills that employers might be looking for in their 
future workforce.   
 
Skills developed included – team work, problem solving, 
following instructions, leadership, responsibility, time 
management, decision making and communication. In 
addition, pupils were given the opportunity to develop their 
financial literacy skills using real work-based contexts.   
 
As ever, the pupils were a credit to school and displayed 
excellent behaviour throughout this two day event. 

Our Year 10 pupils are currently preparing for their Work 
Experience, this is due to take place in May this year. 
 
Pupils are working hard to complete two accredited units 
of work to support them in this programme, focussing upon 
Health & Safety and Pre-Work Experience.  Both these 
units are accredited with the AQA examination board.   
 
There will be a live section of the VLE coming on-line 
soon, which will give more information regarding the 
programme, that parents will be able to access.   
 
Before any placements can however be arranged, the 
parental permission slips do need to be returned to school 
– even if a pupil has secured their own placement and 
does not require school to organise a placement.   
 
We trust that the current Year 10 will benefit from this 
scheme as much as previous years, as they seek to learn 
about work, for work, through work-based contexts. 

The Arts Showcase once again drew a full house to the 
Senior Hall on the 18th of March. The evening was filled 
with lively acts representing Music, Dance and Drama; 
highlighting the quality of these curriculum areas at 
Woodchurch.  The Showcase was also performed to Year 
5 pupils from local Primary schools on the afternoon of 
Thursday the 19th of March. Jake Bristow from Overchurch 
thought the “Umbrella” act was “Great! Especially the 
singer, the dancers got me off my seat!”  Chloe Layfield 
from Arrowe Hill loved the Rock Band, stating “They were 
awesome!”  Paige Jones from Prenton Primary School 
enjoyed all the lively music and dance, with a particular 
soft spot for Nathan Peters’ voice! 

Our work with Aim-Higher has led to a partnership with the 
Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts and at the end of this 
term our pupils will have the opportunity to take part in 
song writing workshops run by them here at the school. 
 
As part of our aim to bring music from around the world to 
our students we are developing studies in music from the 
Far East.  Thanks to the PTA supporting us we have been 
successful in beginning to purchase a Balinese Gamelan 
with instruments being bought from Indonesia, Fair Trade 
of course!  Over the next few years we will complete a set 
of instruments including Gongs, Drums and Glockenspiels.   
 
In the future we hope to be able to offer sessions for par-
ents and the community on music from this area. No music 
reading skills are needed but good coordination and a 
good memory are!    

The first ‘Woodchurch Has 
Talent’ competition was a 
great success!!   
 
Hannah Williams from 8XZ 
won the competition and 
pupils and staff had the op-
portunity to buy her CD and 
Posters. 



The Pupil Intervention team has been running since September and during this time has worked with staff and pupils in 
Years 7 to 11 inclusively. The Team have offered a range of support and guidance to help pupils with their work and to 
develop self esteem and confidence. Special support classes have been set up to help pupils with different types of learn-
ing need. More exciting projects are planned for the future. 
To date over sixty pupils have been seen by the team and as a result some are receiving additional support in class or 
personalised learning programmes. 
 
The team are in the process of organising a number of initiatives aimed at helping pupils enjoy and achieve.  Comments 
from those pupils who have worked with the team so far have included: 

Any one who would like to see the work of the team should visit us in room 11. 

“I am getting good at my spelling” 

“My writing is better” 

“I want to improve my handwriting” 

“I would like to do more work on my Spellings” 

“Good fun and excellent” 

WOW! 
News from the Pupil Intervention Team…. 
 
Having now all settled into our new roles, the team have 
several new projects underway.  WOW is going from 
strength to strength, being offered to nineteen Year 7 
pupils.  There is a WOW group on the VLE, visible to 
Year 7 pupils and all staff, with links to other learning 
websites. 
 
Log onto the VLE and check us out…! 

Parents and carers of Year 7 pupils have enjoyed 
attending our Curriculum Evenings this year. The school 
has received some excellent feedback from parents / 
carers / grandparents attending the sessions, they are 
designed to inform families about our ever changing and 
varied curriculum at Woodchurch. Subject teachers have 
delivered taster sessions in Art, MFL, Science, Maths, 
Music, Technology and ICT. The numbers of parents 
attending these sessions is increasing all the time, with a 
healthy open approach available to air views or discuss 
issues as Year 7 pupils settle in to life at Woodchurch. 
Dates for your diary for forthcoming evenings are; 
 
Thursday 7th May—English and Drama 
Thursday 21st May—Humanities 
 
We are also hoping to extend our links with Parents / 
Carers by offering Parenting Classes linking with 
Extended Schools Co-ordinator, Julie Foley. 



Spelling BEE finalists are going to be 
taking part in a National Spelling BEE 
competition organised by the Times 
newspaper… good luck to them! 
 
Year 7 boys – recently spent a day 
working with the poet Levi Tafari 
looking at poetry. It was an active 
workshop which culminated in boys 
writing and performing their own 
poems. An anthology of their work has 
been created.  
 
Reader in Residence – Year 7 & 8. As 
part of an initiative to promote the 
enjoyment of reading, 3 groups of Year 
7 and 8 pupils will be working with our 
Reader in Residence for the next 10 
weeks.  
 
The writer Alan Gibbons will be in 
school on Friday 15th May to complete 
a workshop with a group of Key Stage 
3 pupils.  He will run a variety of 
workshops with the focus on 
developing pupils’ writing skills.   

Year 10 GCSE English pupils – 
recently went to see the RSC 
production of ‘Othello’ at the 
Playhouse. This was followed up by a 
2 workshops with one of the RSC 
actors in preparation for work on a 
GCSE essay. The experience was 
thoroughly enjoyed by pupils and staff 
involved. Many thanks to PTA for 
helping us to fund the workshops.  
 
The department’s Film Club, run by 
Miss Evans, is now being opened up 
to the whole of Key Stage 3 after 
Easter. This will give pupils the 
opportunity to view a range of films, 
get involved in writing reviews which 
may be published, and have access to 
some exciting competitions. Sessions 
take place on Mondays after school 
until 4.30pm and interested pupils 
need to see Miss Evans for a parental 
consent form.   
 
 

Some Year 11 pupils are off to the 
Lowry in Manchester for the National 
Theatre’s production of ‘An Inspector 
Calls’ on 6th May, just before their 
GCSE Literature exam at the end of 
May.  
 
Revision 
Year 11 Revision Classes. These 
began on Monday 16th March and will 
continue to run until the exams. 
Sessions provide extra practice in 
developing skills for the GCSEs. All 
pupils are invited to attend; those 
pupils who have already attended 
have found the sessions very 
worthwhile.  
 
World Book Day – all Key Stage 3 
pupils have had the opportunity to get 
a £1.00 discount or even buy a book in 
celebration of this year’s World Book 
Day. 

A group of high flying Year 10 pupils are beginning an 
aspirational mentoring course. 
 
The course, run by Mr Canham, will endeavour to 
provide these students with the Study Skills necessary 
to maintain the highest possible academic standards 
and plan for successful futures beyond Woodchurch. 
 
The initial sessions include topics such as time 
management, revision skills, dealing with stress and 
understanding aspirational targets. 

This half term community groups have been very active 
in contributing to PSHCE lessons and Citizenship ses-
sion.   
 
• Wirral Youth for Christ supported the delivery of 

Key Stage 4 lessons on AIDS education. 
• The Wirral Anti-Social Behaviour Team explained 

to pupils the extent and impact of graffiti 
• Wirral Drugs and Alcohol Team worked with Year 

9 pupils on the risks of alcohol and drug misuse.  
They also introduced pupils to alternative youth 
activities in the local community. 

G.C.S.E. Certificates / Records of Achievements 
 
Please would any past pupils collect their GCSE Certificates or ROA’s we are keeping. 
 
Please pass this information on to family members or any ex-pupils you know, who may not have 
collected their certificates.  If anyone is unsure about this we can check our records.  
To arrange collection of certificates contact Jan Cavanagh at school on 677 5257 or call into reception 
between 9.30am and 2.30pm  



On Tuesday 10 February a theatre company ‘Tiny Giants’ 
came into school and gave a presentation to Year 7 pupils 
entitled ‘The Decision’.  It was based around a court case 
and involved pupils watching video footage of an accident, 
they then had to decide on whether the driver or the 
pedestrian was guilty. 

6 pupils and 2 members of staff, Mrs Weaver and Ms 
Royle travelled to Cadiz for the Spanish Exchange Trip. 
 
Pupils stayed with families, attended school and had a 
great opportunity to improve their Spanish speaking 
ready for their Spanish GCSE oral examination! 

A never-to-be-forgotten trip to Paris has left both staff 
and Year 10 pupils with unforgettable memories and a 
burning desire to return there in the none too distant fu-
ture. Watch this space Year 9s!! 
 
With climbs to the top of the Eiffel Tower and spell-
binding views from the Arc de Triomphe; trips along the 
River Seine where we could catch sight of famous Pari-
sian landmarks, to sauntering along the famous Champs 
Elysee rubbing shoulders with the rich and famous as 
we gazed at the handbags and shoes in that oh so fa-
mous department designer shop Louis Vuitton and an 
Adidas shop like no other, the memories will stay for 
many years. 
 
Perhaps the real taste of Paris came with our visit to 
Montmartre, first into the beautiful and tranquil mood of 
the Sacre Coeur, giving a moment for reflection, followed 
by the hustle and bustle of the narrow cobbled streets 
where Artists were vying for business, all trying to per-
suade would-be clients to model for their portraits.   
 
Seeing staff in a different light and assisted by the enter-
tainment reps Lee and Dan, pupils enjoyed a great so-
cial life and joined in all the fun with great enthusiasm. 
 
Year 9s get ready for next years planning, it won’t be 
long before we’ll be starting all over again! 

New clubs - Miss McIver has started a Handball club on 
Fridays after school for all pupils in Years 7-11. It has 
been extremely successful so far and the PE Depart-
ment will be looking to get some fixtures for the boys 
and girls teams after Easter. 
 
Trampolining for Year 9 girls has now started on Thurs-
day 3:15 – 4:30, all girls are welcome! 
 
Basketball - The Year 8 boy’s team has been playing 
very well in the Cheshire Oaks Central Venue League. 
They have won 5 and lost 2.  
 
Mr Grannon’s Year 7 girls team have played 3, won 1 
and lost 2 in local school matches. They have however, 
had 2 close matches with the Year 7 boys team, result-
ing in 1 win (which made Mr Grannon very proud) and a 
loss. 
 
The Year 9 & 10 sides have also played in a Central 
Venue League held at Woodchurch with 8 other local 
schools. Both teams are currently in 4th position, Moss-
lands and Plessington are currently favourites to reach 
the final. 
 
Young Leaders Awards - The following pupils have 
recently passed a rugby union referees course: Chris 
Long, Michael Harrington-Walsh & Alex Poole. These 
pupils are now qualified to referee Key Stage 3 matches. 
 
Ski Trip - The PE Department have taken 90 pupils on 
the Annual Ski Trip to Austria! 
 
Thanks to Mr Yarranton and Miss Pass for working so 
hard to arrange this trip. 



On Friday 9th February 12 pupils and 4 members of staff 
spent the day at the Merseyside Fire Brigades Training 
Centre in Croxteth, Liverpool.   
 
The pupils and staff were able to take part in some of 
the basic training required by the Merseyside Fire Bri-
gade.  We had to rescue people (a dummy) from a dark, 
smoked filled house and climb through the drains and 
very small places.  Fire fighters are required to be able 
to climb through an opening, the size of an A4 piece of 
paper!  The fire fighters from Woodchurch High still need 
some more practice. 
 
It was an excellent opportunity for our pupils to be able 
to find out just a little about the role of the staff from Mer-
seyside Fire Brigade.   
 
A big thank you to Steve Griffiths, Fire Prevention Officer 
who works in school each week for organising the day. 

Recycling Officer joins 
Woodchurch High School 

 
The Go 4 Green 
Team is delighted to 
introduce its newest 
member, Mr Peter 
May.   
 
Peter has been 
appointed as the 
School’s Recycling 
Officer.  As part of 
his role to promote 
recycling, he will also 
be raising awareness 
of environmental 
issues.  He has 
already been 
involved in 

presenting an Eco Rep Assembly and he is currently 
planning a programme of environmental presentations 
as part of PSHCEE lessons.   
 
Woodchurch High School is committed to a greener 
future.  If you have any environmental ideas you would 
like tell us about you can contact Peter via email:   
MayPST@woodchurch-high.wirral.sch.uk  

Go 4 Green Update: 

Last week we were delighted to find out that we had 
been nominated for the Recycling Award at the first 
Wirral Environmental Awards to be held at Pacific Road 
on Thursday 2 April. 
 
This is in recognition for our extremely successful 
recycling scheme that has been in operation since 
September.  Our ‘army’ or 120 EcoReps, the Go4Green 
Committee, the Lift Prefects and our Recycling Officer, 
Peter May, all play their part and we are being used as 
an example to other schools. 
 
Congratulations to everyone involved and a special big 
THANK YOU to Ms Hackett who planned the campaign. 

Ms Oldham has recently been working with Stephanie 
Bullock from Wirral Local Authority to develop a School 
Travel Plan.  The plan will be shared with people quite 
soon and aims to encourage more sustainable methods 
of transport.  Watch this space! 

A booklet for parents to help their children with their 
maths work will be sent home after the Easter break.  
 
A lot of the information can be found on the school’s 
VLE, ask your child how to access this.  
 
A Saturday revision day will be organised after Easter for 
any year 11 who is interested, this will be on the 
Saturday before their first exam. 

mailto:MayPST@woodchurch-high.wirral.sch.uk�


During the Autumn Term, Year 7 pupils studied a ‘Disasters and Dilemmas’ themed unit in their Humanities and 
PSHCEE lessons. Topics studied included natural disasters, such as earthquakes and volcanoes, how was the world 
created, was the Black Death a disaster and the work of the Disasters Emergency Committee. Work related to 
‘Disasters and Dilemmas’ was also followed in Art and Music lessons, and a number of pupils were extracted to script 
and perform their own drama presentation on the murder of Julius Caesar. Pupils have also been involved in developing 
their Personal, Learning and Thinking skills. Other events have included pupils having talks from the Fire Service on 
accident prevention in the lead up to Bonfire Night, and a demonstration of some basic first aid techniques. Also, mem-
bers of the Red Cross came into school to talk about the work they do, and through a variety of fundraising events pupils 
raised an impressive £428 for the charity.  
Pupils and staff have been very positive about the ‘Disasters and Dilemmas’ unit. As part of a questionnaire pupils have 
completed on the unit the following comments were made:- 
 
“I found the lessons very good because the subjects have many links to each other, so being taught them in the same 
lesson with the same teacher in the same room makes it easier.” 
 
“Full afternoon lessons were long but worth it because you have enough time to do interesting things” 
 
“Teachers get to know your strengths and weaknesses so they know how much help you need.” 

Pupils display their Disasters   
Dilemmas art work. 

How did the world begin ?  
Pupils explore different ideas. 

On the 4th March two of our top set Year 10 groups went to see the Royal 
Shakespeare Company’s production of ‘Othello’. The production was fantastic 
and, as usual, the pupils were a credit to their school. 
 
As an extra special treat, on the Fri-
day 6th March, Marcello Magni one 
of the Royal Shakespeare Company 
actors in the production, and Director 
of Movement for the RSC, came to 

work with these pupils. The focus of the day was Iago’s character as this was 
to form the basis of their coursework essay. 
 

A brilliant time was had by all! 



PTA Donate £200 
New School Architects Donate £200 

 
The new schools Architects, BDP, have agreed to donate £200 to the team for this competition to help fund 
developments.  We have also secured a £200 donation from the school PTA.  Many thanks to both of them for their 
support.  This has allowed us now to order some of the specialist equipment and parts that are needed to develop this 
years car. 

 
As well as the financial support received we have made contact with West Wirral Works, 
who have agreed to help with some of the part modelling, body plug manufacture and 
promotional work.   
 

We have also been in contact with CML Group Ltd., a specialist machining company, who have agreed to help with 
manufacturing of some of the chassis parts.   
 
To help with the design and manufacture of the car body we are working with Mick Pritchard of Pultrusion 
Developments, a company that works with composite 
materials for the engineering and construction industry. 
 
After initial testing of the kit car the pupils have come up 
with some basic ideas for development of the new car, and now that we have made contact with people to help with 
manufacturing, we have produced layout designs and are producing initial drawings for components. 
 
Although we have had some funding from the school we are still looking for 
any assistance that we can get to help put the designs into realisation.  This 
help can either be financial donations, assistance with design or 
assistance with supply of materials or components.   
 
A Young Engineers Website is about to go live for regular updates 
see, www.whsyoungengineers.co.uk. 
 
For more information about the competition visit the Formula Schools web 
site at www.formulaschools.com  

Woodchurch high school has bought one of the Greenpower kit cars, which 
had been built to its original specification.  Over the winter we have been 
working on the car getting it ready for this years competition.  This has in-
volved making changes to the construction in order to meet the 2009 race 
regulations.  So far the only recent testing has taken place inside the school workshop.  As soon as the weather im-
proves we are planning to get the car out on the school yard to test its handling before a visit to Hooton Kart circuit, to 

test the cars endurance ability.  This should allow us to enter the car for the Mid-
lands event at Darley Moor, Derbyshire, in May. 
 
The pupils, seen here with the car, are working on Fridays after school to get the 
car ready. 
 
Although we have had some funding from the school we are still looking for any 
assistance that we can get to help put the designs into realisation.  This help can 
either be financial donations, assistance with design or assistance with 
supply of materials or components.   

 
Again, if there are any parents / carers or relatives out there, with contacts at local companies, who can help 
this team please contact Mr. Morgan at the school For more information visit the Greenpower web site at 
www.greenpower.co.uk   
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Woodchurch Karting team having entered the 2009 British Schools Karting Championship took part in the first practice 
session at Speed Karting Warrington.  This is a new experience for the team as they are used to the outdoor circuits 
with high speeds and long straights.  The team had to get the feel of the circuit with it’s many hairpin bends and short 
straights, and also the other teams who had experienced this competition last year.  A little daunting at first with ten karts 
on the track and, trying to memorise the new circuit, the team soon started to put in some very good times. 
 
At the end of the session we were placed 6th and 12th out of 20 teams, so it was a very, very, good effort.  The semi-
finals are being held at Warrington again, on the 9th February when 5 teams will go forward.  We are hoping we will be in 
the semi-finals as we were only 1 second off the 5th position.  All the Woodchurch drivers times improved with each ses-
sion so our hopes are high. 
 
The pressure is off the drivers on the Monday Kart Club nights, where they race radio control cars, which helps them 
develop race craft and also having an enjoyable time. 
 
The team members:- 

Rob Threlfall 9YW, Jake Kavanagh 9YW, Aaron Bowden 9YW, 
Jack Maher 8XW, James Hitchell 11YN,Michael Forrester 8YZ, 

Ryan Jones 8XW, Adam Ward 11XE. 
 
Karting Team 
 
After a very successful winter Indoor Karting Championship the teams of Rob Threlfall, Jake Kavanagh, Aaron Bowden, 
Jack Maher, James Hitchell and Adam Ward finished in very creditalble11th and 12th   positions out of the 20 teams com-
peting.  
 
The teams are now looking forward to their first session of the year at the Hooton Kart Circuit, which will be arranged 
after the Easter holidays.  The team now operate two classes of kart and are looking to sign up new drivers, girls and 
boys.  The team meets on a Monday night under the leadership of Mr Hinchliffe, when, depending on the weather, kart 
maintenance is carried out, usually followed by trial laps on the yard.  If wet the karting club also race radio controlled 
electric cars in the Sports Hall. 

Fair Trade fortnight took place about a month ago.  On 
Friday 6 March we were luck to have 2 staff from Wirral 
Environmental Network with us for the day. 
 
In the workshops that they ran Year 8 pupils found out 
about the inequality between countries in terms of 
natural resources, technology and wealth, and were 
encouraged to buy Fair Trade goods in order that 
farmers in less economically developed countries are 
paid a fair price for 
what they grow.  
Some of what they 
earn can then be 
invested in schools 
and hospitals in 
order to improve 
their life chances. 

Year 8 pupils have recently been studying a unit of 
keeping Healthy in their PSHCE lessons.   
 
Barbara Hardcastle from Churches Action Against 
Substance Misuse (CASM) has now worked with every 
class, informing pupils about the dangers of illegal drugs 
such as cannabis and legal drugs such as alcohol and 
cigarettes.   
 
We would like to thank her for her lively and interesting 
presentations which pupils found very useful. 



 
Pupils continue to work hard collecting for different charities. This term we collected money during lunch times from 
Monday 26th January until Friday 30th January. We raised £129.47 which was sent to United Nations World Food 
Programme. We asked the pupils to donate 10p each which is enough money to cover the cost of a 

school meal in countries like Kenya, Malawi and Bangladesh. 
 
On Friday 13th February the pupils and staff held a Valentine’s coffee morning. We 
had fresh cream scones which were made by some of the year 10 pupils as well as 
Fair Trade tea and coffee. This term is the turn of the year 10 and 11 pupils to 
become involved in supporting charities, they contributed to the coffee morning by 
bringing in a packet of cakes and helping to organise and help at the coffee morning.  
 

We also held a Secret Valentine Surprise. Pupils could send a secret message with a red 
rose to their valentine; these were delivered to the pupils on Friday 13th February. Pupils 
also had the opportunity to buy a felt glitter heart to wear for Valentine’s Day. 
 
 
The money raised form the coffee morning, red roses and felt hearts was sent to help the 
pupils at Kanah High, Ronald McDonald House, a charity which the year 10 pupils wanted 
to help and the local life boats, a charity which the year 11 pupils wanted to help.  
 
A big thank you and well done to everyone who helped and supported these events. 

Shortly after half term we were delighted to welcome 3 
visitors from Kanah High School, our Partner School in 
Uganda.  Aboku Ben, Headteacher and Senior 4 pupils 
Awori Winnie and Achieng Hellen, spent time with us in 
school.  Ben visited lessons, discussed the curriculum 
and management issues, while Winnie and Hellen joined 
10YE accompanying them to lessons. 
 
Winnie especially enjoyed tramploining and Hellen 
Biology.  They were entertained by staff in the evenings 
and 
weekend; 
and also 
visited the 
Mayor at 
Wallasey 
Town Hall. 
 
Please see 
letter from 
Aboku Ben. 

To the Headteacher, Val, Staff Members, School 
Council and the entire student body of Wood-
church High School. 
 
On behalf of the visiting team from Kanah, I 
would like to give our great happiness and joy for 
the love, co-operation, entertainment, education 
and all social services you gave us when we were 
with you. 
 
More thanks go to those who took us to their homes 
for supper, tea and bought for us gifts. 
 
May God bless you much and keep your hearts 
ever loving for visitors. 
 

From 
Team Leader 

Ben 



Talk 2 Frank is a very useful and informative website 
about the effect of alcohol and illegal drugs.   
 
On Friday 6 February the Frank Bus came to school and 
was visited by pupils in Year 10.  They were able to go in 
the Diary Room, use computers and discuss issues 
around drug use. 

Recently the Government sent every Year 7 pupil a Healthy Eating 
Cookbook.  Our Year 7 Form Representatives sent a letter to Rt. Hon. 
Ed Balls to thank him, and this was his reply. 

 
At Woodchurch High School we take a good deal of pride 
in the excellent relationships we have fostered over the 
years with our parents.   
 
We hope that you will always feel able to make an 
appointment to see the relevant staff whenever you have 
any concerns or queries about your child.   
 
However we would ask that you report to reception and 
sign in when you do come into school for Health and 
Safety reasons in the event of an emergency. 
 
We would also ask that you make prearranged 
appointments to see PPL’s whenever possible to ensure 
that they can devote to you the required amount of time. 

Mathematics 
Primary Transition 

 
Mrs Hale and Mr Doyle have been working 
with our local partner schools delivering 
booster sessions to year 6 pupils at several 
of our partner primary schools.  The schools 
involved have been Fender Primary, Arrowe 
Hill Junior School, Woodchurch Church of 
England Primary and St Michael’s and All 
Angles RC Primary.  The session have been 
very successful and highly beneficial for both 
boosting mathematical ability for preparation 
for the Key Stage 2 SAT’s examinations and 
the transition of pupils from Primary to 
Secondary Education 

Y11 G&T Maths Challenge at 
Birkenhead 6th Form College. 

 
Michael Davies, Lewis Farrell, Beth Harris 
and Rosie Clare attended a Gifted and 
Talented Maths Challenge at the Birkenhead 
6th Form College on Thursday 26th February.  
The pupils competed against other local 
Secondary schools.  It was a tough 
competition with some very challenging 
Maths.  The Woodchurch team performed 
very well, after the first stage the team trailed 
by 12 points but thought fiercely and came 
second overall missing out on first place by 
just one point.  Well done to the team and as 
usual you were fantastic ambassadors for 
Woodchurch High School. 



WOODCHURCH HIGH 
SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2009

Kier North West have started 
the construction phase of the 
new Woodchurch High School,
planned opening September
2010. Followed by the
demolition of the existing
school.

Foundation works have commenced
which means bulk deliveries of
reinforcement and concrete wagons
daily. The steel frame is due to start
mid May.

We have arranged an exhibition and 
a chance to meet some of the team 
from Kier North West. This will be 
held in the Woodchurch School 
Sports Centre on Friday 8th May
Between 3.30pm & 5.30pm. 

If you have any particular concerns please do not hesitate to 
contact us on 0151 546 3341 (site number will be installed soon). 

SAFETY !              SAFETY !                 SAFETY!
Could all parents please remind your children that
building sites are not play grounds.
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