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Our pupils may have noticed a camera or two in their 
eyes recently, to say nothing of the poor staff.  And those 
cameras belong to the BBC.   They have been in our 
school for a couple of months now, and will be here until 
October making a program about 8XS and Mr. Smith.  
 
The aim of the program is for the pupils to design and 
construct a massive fireworks display all of their own for 
a very special occasion in October that is all top secret at 
the moment! 
 
The pupils have been filmed being taught by Mr. Smith 
all about fireworks as well as being ferried across the 
country to such places as Blackpool, Peterborough as 
well as a cold farm in Bromborough. 
 
They have been learning how fireworks work as well as 
seeing massive displays 
all over the country. 
 
The filming will carry on 
over the summer and the 
class (and Mr. Smith) 
hope they can do the 
school proud when the 
big display goes off in 
October. 

Recently, thanks to funding from the Department for International Develop-
ment (DFID), Ms Oldham, Miss Cappell and Ms Hackett, were fortunate 
enough to spend a week in Uganda at our partner school, Kanah High 
School.  They had an absolutely amazing time and were made to feel in-
credibly welcome everywhere they went. 
 
While at Kanah High they taught lessons, attended and gave assemblies, 
met with staff and even played netball and volleyball.  There was a very 
busy programme and as well as working at Kanah they visited 8 other local schools (2 of whom now have partnerships 
with Overchurch and Woodchurch Road), met the District Education Officer, the President’s Representative and even 
did a half-hour chat show on the local radio station Rock Mambo. 
 
The Kanah pupils face a number of challenges such as walking for up to an hour to get to and from school, relying on 
their parents for school fees, uniform and equipment costs; and the school itself is very short of resources, although 
staff were delighted to see the new ICT room and to find out that there is now internet access on one computer. 
 
Woodchurch is extremely fortunate to have such a wonderful partner school and we all look forward to continuing to 
work closely together in the coming months and years for the benefit of all concerned. 

This year’s Year 11 GCSE Art and Art Textiles work was 
on display for an Exhibition Evening on Wednesday 18 
June in the Art Department. 
 
This event was well attended by students, parents, staff, 
governors and the Mayor of Birkenhead, Cllr Adrian 
Jones, made a special appearance.  Everyone was very 
complimentary about the work on display. 
 
Over a hundred individual pupils’ GCSE work was 
shown, exhibiting three dimensional pieces as well as 
paintings, drawings and art textiles in silk, batik and 
mixed media. 
 
The images were inspired by non-European cultures and 
a wide range of artists’ styles as well as by the students’ 
visit to Paris in April 2007. 



The Horticulture group have been working with LA21 and 
have had a really successful year growing vegetables 
and plants which are sold on to staff and the community.   
 
The finale of all the hard work was celebrated at the 
Gardening for Schools Festival at Central Park Wallasey.  
The range of produce was displayed with that of other 
schools in the borough and a certificate was awarded to 
each school.   
 
The group have also been working as horticulture 
assistants in enhancing the school grounds. 

Woodchurch High School hosted a week long residency 
for the Percussion group “Urban Strawberry Lunch” in 
May.  
 
Funding was provided for this through the school’s 
budget for promoting the worldwide ecological agenda 
relating to renewable energy and recycling. 
 
The workshop providers were very impressed with the 
energy and enthusiasm of our students from Years 7 and 
8 who all learned to improvise rhythms, to echo a rhythm 
pattern and also to play in a longer and more complex 
group piece.  
 
All the drums used were created from discarded plastic 
containers and the beaters/sticks were made from old 
broom handles! It was incredibly loud but also great fun! 

As always at this time of year we sadly have to say 
goodbye to some members of our staff.  This year is no 
exception. 
 
The escapees, sorry retirees, this year are, Mrs Holt, who 
is retiring after 16 years at the top.  Mrs Gregory, Mrs B 
Bell, Mrs S Bell and Mrs Magill.  We wish you all a long 
and happy retirement. 

Mrs Checkley is leaving to take up a new position in 
Chester and Mrs Colquhoun is leaving to have a baby.  
Good luck to both of you. 
 
We also have four Teaching Assistants leaving, Miss Kell, 
Mr Lloyd, Miss Shakeshaft and Mr Crellin and we wish 
you all well. 

Abby Howarth and Bethan Harris have again represented 
school at the Healthy Schools Pupil Panel Day that was 
held recently at St. Mary’s College. 
 
Abby and Ellis Palmer have also been selected for the 
Wirral Youth Executive Council, a very important role 
which they have achieved after a rigorous and competitive 
selection process.   

Well Done. 



The sixth annual 
Woodchurch 
Prom saw the 
school’s new 48 
foot red carpet 
used for the first 
time by the class 
of 2008. 
 

The pupils all looked fantastic with the boys opting for 
designer suits or dinner jackets and the girls in every hue 
of ball gown. 
 
The 
evening 
was very 
special.  
Particular 
high points 
were Mrs 
Moulton’s 
band with 
Lewis 
Hornby and Andrew Barney doing an excellent cameo, 
and the hundreds of group photos taken over the course 
of the evening. 
 
Everybody had an enjoyable evening, at what was, 
arguably, the best prom to date! 

On Friday 6 June 2008 the current Year 11 had their 
much anticipated Leavers’ Assembly.  This event signi-
fied not only the end of an enormous amount of hard 
work and preparation for exams, but the end of an era! 
 
The day was very emotional and as staff and pupils 
reminisced about the last 5 years and saw images of 
themselves charting their journey there was hardly a dry 
eye in the hall. 
 
This was a particularly poignant day as it was Mrs Holt’s 
last leavers’ assembly, a fact that was commented on in 
the address by the Head Boy and Head Girl. 
 
It was very emotional seeing this mature group of young 
adults all together for the last time and as the pupils left 
there was a sense of coming of age but also of pride at 
the people they had become. 

The Arts Showcase was once again very successful this 
year.  The show was ended by a performance by Connor 
Hornby who sang “Welcome to the Jungle” and “Sweet 
Child of Mine”. 
 
Other notable performances included an extract from 
Blood Brothers and energetic dance routines from the 
girls in Years 8 and 10. 

This year we were delighted to be redesignated as an Engineering College. 
As a high performing specialist school we have been invited to apply for a sec-
ond specialism later this year. 



In May record numbers attended school for an extra 
day’s revision for SATs. 
 
More than 100 pupils took part in the very successful 
day. 
 
They enjoyed their revision lessons and were treated to 
Breakfast, Break and Lunch (including Chips!) as a re-
ward for their hard work. 

Mrs Checkley has been working 
hard with her Year 8 class on 
devising a radio play and film, 
based on their study of the 
ballad, “The Highwayman”. 
 
The premier was held on Friday 4 July and pupils 

enjoyed watching the fruits of their own 
study, while eating popcorn in the traditional 
way. 
 
Guest of Honour at the showing was Mrs 

Holt, who was delighted with the finished film. 
 
Mrs Checkley was grateful for the help given by Alan 
Thompson at the CLC and Keith Saville, our intrepid 
technician, in preparing the film. 

 
 
Earlier in the year, two coaches and several taxis full of 
pupils, took part in a visit to the Empire Theatre to see 
‘Blood Brothers’. 
 
Not only was the visit valuable for pupils studying the 
play for GCSE English and Drama, but it was a most 
worthwhile experience for those who simply went for the 
enjoyment.  This is still our most popular play! 

GCSE Drama pupils have continued to 
go on theatre visits. 
 
This year they have visited ‘The Royal 
Court’ Theatre in Liverpool to see Willy 
Russell’s ‘Stags and Hens’ and ‘Misery’ 
by Stephen King. 

Key Stage 3 pupils 
took part in the 
‘Shakespeare in 
Sunlight’ outdoor 
Drama event at the 
Lady Lever Art 
Gallery in Port 
Sunlight. 
 
They performed a scene from Shakespeare's ‘The 
Tempest’ as part of a promenade theatre performance.  
Key Stage 4 pupils took part in a workshop given by 
professionals at the gallery.  Pupils include; Luke Malam, 

Dean McGinn, 
William Tedstone, 
Anna Ghader, 
Catherine 
Percival, Charlotte 
Ambrose, Laura 
Ravenscroft and 
Hannah Brookes. 

Three Year 11 GCSE Drama pupils passed auditions to 
perform an extract from ‘Blood Brothers’ at the Wirral 
Show in New Brighton this year.   
 
The pupils are Lewis Hornby, Daniel Wharton and 
Robert Stocker. 



Dear Parents / Guardian 
 
Merseyside Police have asked us to highlight to parents 
two campaigns taking place over the summer. 
 
SafeSpace Summer Campaign 
 
Wirral boasts some fantastic collections of parklands and 
open spaces.  Whether you see them as places for kids 
to run and play, tranquil havens to read a good book, or 
vital habitats for plant and wildlife, these places remain 
arguably the most versatile, popular and the cheapest 
recreational facility open to everyone. 
 
Merseyside Police is working with the Local Authority 
and various other partners on an initiative called 
SafeSpace.  The aim of SafeSpace is to make your 
parks and open spaces safe, welcoming and, above all, 
as much fun for everyone as possible this summer. 
 
SafeSpace also aims to tackle anti-social behaviour in 
these areas and Merseyside Police will take action 
against anyone behaving anti-socially.  We will be 
patrolling in your parks and open spaces with our 
partners, to ensure that nothing spoils your enjoyment of 
the outdoors. 
 
With our partners, there will be improvement initiatives in 
some of these areas and a programme of activities for 
you and your family to enjoy such as sporting activities, 
theatre groups and play sessions throughout the 
summer holidays. 
 
You can also do your bit by perhaps adopting a park 
through the ‘Friends’ group, which are local groups set 
up by local people to breath new life into parks, as well 
as raising awareness on how to look after parkland.  
Alternatively, if you see anyone damaging your park or 
open space, please contact your local Neighbourhood 
Policing Team on 0151 709 6010 or call Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 
 
For further information about SafeSpace, forthcoming 
activities or adopting a park, please visit 
www.merseyside.police.uk at the start of the school 
summer holidays. 
 
It’s your park.  It’s your space.  We hope you enjoy it this 
summer. 
 

Summer Under Age Drinking Campaign 
 
Merseyside Police and its partners on Wirral will be 
delivering a series of high-profile campaigns over the 
summer months in order to address underage drinking 
and associated anti-social behaviour. 
 
The campaign will begin on Friday 18 July and run 
throughout the summer holidays and beyond. 
 
Studies show that 30% of 15-16 year olds binge drink on 
a weekly basis.  There is also evidence to suggest that 
levels of alcohol related harm are high on the Wirral in 
comparison to other areas in the region. 
 
Prevention is at the heart of the campaign as is the need 
to inform parents of any encounter their child has had 
with alcohol so that they are in a better position to 
manage the risks. 
 
The Key messages are: 
 
• Highlighting the general risks associated with 

underage drinking. 
 
• Advising pupils that extra officers will be specifically 

targeting underage drinking over the summer.  They 
will be paying particular attention to parks, open 
spaces and other anti-social behaviour ‘hotspots’. 

 
• Advising pupils that young people who are found to 

be drunk will be removed to a place of safety using 
Police powers. 

 
• Advising pupils that parents will always be notified, 

by way of letter and home visit, whenever an officer 
feels that any  young person they have identified has 
consumed alcohol or is likely to do so in the 
immediate future. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and for 
your support and co-operation. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Jon Ward 
Area Commander, Wirral 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After lots of hard work from staff and pupils at Woodchurch High School, we have met all the criteria to achieve 
National Healthy Schools Status. There were four categories in which the work was undertaken: 
 
Personal, social and health education 
Healthy eating 
Physical activity 
Emotional health and wellbeing. 
 
During the school year we have increased the number of outside agencies that give support and advice to our young 
people. These now include Response, Brook, CASM, Solve-It, Merseyside Police and Fire Service. 
 
The pupils have found this work very beneficial and will be able to use the skills they have learnt to make the right 
decisions in their lives. Fruity Friday continues to be popular during break times and we have now introduced salad 
pitta breads as another healthy option. Woodchurch pupils in all year groups continue to make the most of the wide 
range of curricular and extra-curricular sporting activities including the use of the sports centre. Recently we celebrated 
Bike To School Week with free bikers’ breakfasts and a raffle for a £20 Halfords voucher which was won by Nathan 
Williams. Well done to him and all those who get exercise by cycling to school. 

Parentlineplus-0808 800 2222 
www.parentlineplus.org.uk 

The school production 
this year saw our 
youngest ever cast thrill 
audiences with 
exhilarating dance 
routines, drama and 

music in 
Disney’s High 
School 
Musical. 
 
The show attracted a younger audience which added to the 
enthusiasm on display in the Senior Hall. 
 
All the hard work and dedication from the cast, teachers and 
technical staff led once again to a very successful 
production. 

The Wirral Big Band project has been going well with 20 of our Year 7 pupils receiving tuition 
on swing band instruments and rehearsing regularly with the group. We look  
forward to their first performances next year. 



The Languages Department trip to France at Easter 
was a great success and all the pupils involved had a 
brilliant time in the South of France. 
 
We stayed in the resort of Fréjus which, with its beach 
and lovely Old Town, was an ideal spot for our group. 
The group from school was made up of 42 Year 9 and 
10 pupils and 5 staff – Mr Smith, Mr Clarke, Mr 
Bowman, Ms Phillips and  Ms Cappell. 
 
During our time in France we visited Nice, Grasse and 
St. Paul de Vence. We went to the OK Corral theme 
park and saw a typically French shoot out between 
cowboys and native Americans! 
 
Evenings were spent walking,  bowling, more walking 
and displaying hidden talents at the karaoke evening. 
At our final evening Awards Ceremony many fantastic 
certificates were given out to staff and pupils 
acknowledging some of the academic and humorous 
high points on the trip. 
 
Plans for Tossa de Mar 2009 are already well under 
way and the Languages Department hopes that trips 
abroad will continue to be a regular event for pupils 
studying GCSE languages. 

On Monday 7th July, 10 Year 9 pupils attended a Science 
and Technology Activity day at the Discovery CLC.  
 
They took part in three activities against 5 other Wirral 
Schools.  They were successful in one category bringing 
home trophies in the Robotics section, and won runners 
up awards in the renewable energy section.  
 
Trophies were won by Lisa Hill and Jennifer Noonan.  

There have been two recent events to inform Year 9 
pupils about the dangers of drinking.  On Wednesday 21 
May 2008 all Year 9 pupils went to the Sports Hall where 
they spoke to members of the Wirral DAAT (Drugs and 
Alcohol Awareness Team).  Also on Thursday 10 July 
2008 pupils attended an assembly run by the local 
police, the partnership group and staff from the Fender 
Youth Club. 
 
Both of these events have been specially arranged in 
response to the national and local increase in the 
number of teenagers who take part in binge drinking. 

Our main event for the year, the Summer Fair, was a great 
success despite the weather!  We have not got a final total 
yet but have made a profit in excess of £2,000. 
 
The main prize winners of the raffle were:- 
1st prize E. Derry,  2nd prize D. Ryan, 3rd prize J. Wharton 
 

The PTA also provided the refreshments and raffle at the High School Musical production.  Our combined fundraising 
efforts for this event were over £400.  All money raised is used for the pupils benefit and we would like to thank 
everyone for their continued help and support.  The PTA always needs new members and if you would like to join us 
please contact Jan Cavanagh at Woodchurch High School. 



A group of Year 9 pupils have just competed in an Engineering based 
competition to design, build and race a 1/8th scale racecar.  This national 
competition is organised by 
Formula Schools, which was 
set up in 1996 to encourage 
pupils into Engineering as a 
career.  
 
The team of pupils (pictured 
here receiving the cheque 
from Vauxhall motors) had 

secured funding from Shell Lubricants at Stanlow, Halsall Lloyd Partnership 
(the architects designing the new school) and Vauxhall Motors Ellesmere 
Port.  This support allowed them to design and develop the race car used at 

the final at Silverstone. 
 
As part of the link with Vauxhall Motors, the pupils were involved in a 
promotional video filmed for the 
annual review for the assembly plant 
at Ellesmere Port.   
 
Using the facilities, at school, and 
with assistance from outside 
agencies such as Carbonology and 
Schumacher Racing, the pupils have 
been able to build the race car.   
 

This led to “Pre-Race Judging” at Leeds CLC. Here the pupils had to discuss and explain their design, development 
and manufacturing of the car with judges from Formula Schools.   
 
It was then down to Silverstone race circuit to take part in qualifying and 
racing the car.  This is where the pupils were once again put through their 
paces with various visits by different judges throughout the day as well as 
getting the car ready for racing.  The car completed some laps but was 
hindered, at first by engine and transmission problems.  With these sorted 
the car went out but was involved in 
a “racing incident” which removed 
one of the rear wheels, complete 
with suspension.  It was back to the 

pits to rebuild the car.  The repair was completed just in time to get one lap in 
at the end of the race.  It was this effort and the impression made at pre-race 
judging that gave the team the award. 
 
Many thanks to all who have helped this year and we look forward to a 
much better result next year with a more advanced car. 



Term and Holiday Dates  
for Pupils 2008/2009 

 
AUTUMN TERM 2008 
 

OPEN Wednesday 3 September 2008 

CLOSE Friday 24 October 2008 

OPEN Monday 3 November 2008 

CLOSE 2.00pm Friday 19 December 2008 

 

SPRING TERM 2009 
 

OPEN Monday 5 January 2009 

CLOSE Friday 13 February 2009 

OPEN Monday 23 February 2009 

CLOSE Friday 3 April 2009 

 

SUMMER TERM 2009 
 

OPEN Monday 20 April 2009 

CLOSE Friday 22 May 2009 

OPEN  Monday 1 June 2009 

CLOSE  2.00pm Tuesday 21 July 2009 

 

May Day   Monday 4 May 2009 

 
Staff Development Days 
 
Tuesday 2 September 2008 
 
Further dates will be advised in due course 

From September 2009 
Woodchurch will be one 
of a number of Wirral 
secondary schools 
offering the new 
Diplomas.  Staff are 
involved in the 
development of the new 
Society Health & 
Development Diploma as well as the Engineering 
Diploma. 
 
On Friday 11 July 35 Year 8 pupils attended a half day 
taster for  the Society Health & Development Diploma.  
This was held at Arrowe Park Hospital and introduced 
pupils to the sort of work they could be doing in just over 
a year’s time. 

All schools now have to have a travel plan.  Staff and 
pupils at Woodchurch are developing this and have been 
collecting information about how people get to and from 
school.  The plan will outline areas for development and 
how we will aim to become more sustainable travellers.   

‘Bike to School Week’ was recently celebrated with free 
bikers’ breakfasts and free entry into a raffle for a £20.00 
Halfords voucher.  There are currently about 35 pupils 
who cycle to school everyday.  At present these are 

mainly boys and 
we are hoping that 
more girls will 
follow the 
example of female 
pupils at Kanah 
High School in 
Uganda and cycle 
to and from 
school. 

A few weeks ago Year 10 pupils on the BTEC Health & 
Social Care Course were lucky enough to visit County 
Homes, a care home for elderly residents with 
Alzheimer’s Disease.   
 
They were impressed by the facilities and enjoyed 
meeting some of the residents.  The write up from the 
visit is being used as a piece of coursework. 



Congratulations to our Year 10 pupils who undertook 
their two week Work Experience placements in May 
this year.  As is the case every single year, there was 
much excellent feedback from employers about our 
pupils.  Quite simply, there were so many good and 
positive things said, that to record them all would more 
than double the size of this newsletter!  It is true to say 
that by far our best ambassadors are our pupils.  
 
In summary, the main comments were: 

 ‘… showed great enthusiasm …’ 
 ‘… a very capable student …’ 
 ‘… polite and friendly …’ 
 ‘… a very caring attitude …’ 
 ‘… a positive attitude …’ 
 ‘… polite and helpful …’ 
 ‘… hardworking …’ 
 ‘… best school we take from …’ 
 

Well done Year 10 – it was agreed all round that the 
skills pupils learnt from their experience has better 
prepared them for adult working life. 

Woodchurch High School has successfully been re-
designated as meeting the ‘Investors in People’ standard 
for the fourth time in a row. This means that school takes 
seriously the views of staff, pupils and other 
stakeholders, as well as continually looks for ways to 
develop existing practices.  
 
The contribution school makes to ensuring that all staff 
receive ongoing continuing professional developments 
opportunities, thus ensuring the highest standards are 
always achieved, was also commented upon.  
 
In addition, school was also awarded the three additional 
IIP ‘modules’ for ‘Leadership and Management’, 
‘Recruitment and Selection’ and ‘Work Life Balance’. 
This is a tremendous success, as it is believed we are 
one of fewer than ten schools in the country to achieve 
all these standards! 

Investors in People 
Award 

 

Leadership and 
Management Award 

 

Work Life Balance 
Award 

 

Recruitment and 
Selection Award 

 

Woodchurch High School is rightly proud 
of its inclusive nature and values the contribution all pupils 
make to the life and work of the school. It is natural 
therefore that school decided, in collaboration with the 
Government Department for Work and Pensions, to 
explore achieving the status of ‘Being Positive about 
Disabled People’, in relation to its workforce. Following 
much work, school achieved this standard, which means 
we will automatically interview any disabled people who 
meet the minimum job specification requirements. Yet 
another first for Woodchurch! 

Year 10 recently took part in a series of 
enterprise activities run by the Ariel 
Trust. The purpose of these activities 
was to get pupils to think about being 
more enterprising, as well as to develop 
their ‘skills for work’. Pupils completed 
a series of activities based around radio 
production and broadcasting, which 
involved, amongst other things – 
teamwork, financial management, 
presentation skills, creativity etc. 
Twelve pupils in total won the 
enterprise challenge set, and won a 
tour of the Radio City tower in 
Liverpool! Well done to: Katie Aykroyd, 
Alex Black, Ashley Boyd, Dave 
Egerton, Gareth Earnden, Joe Dunn, 
Phillip O’Neill, Emilio O’Campo, Keith Lewis, Abby 
Brennan, Katy Holmes and Gemma Randles! 



On Saturday 17 May, Vision Support Service entered a 
team in the BBS National Schools 5-a-side Football Tour-
nament in Birmingham.  Other teams taking part were 
Arsenal FC U14’s, Cheshire VIP FC, Hampshire VI FC, 
Swansea City VIP FC, and Yorkshire VIP FC.  Our team 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and won one, drew two and 
lost two games. 
 
The team for the tournament had representatives from St 
Mary’s College, 2 from Woodchurch High School and 
West Kirby Residential School. 
 
The tournament was the culmination of a series of coach-
ing sessions provided by Tranmere Rovers in the Com-
munity, and held at West Kirby Residential School.  Many 
thanks to the Tranmere coaches, Matt and Dave, for their 
great work, and to parents and friends for transporting the 
youngsters.  Also, many thanks to Clare Mount Specialist 

Sports College for all their support. 
 
Pupils known to Vision Support Service, along with 
friends or siblings, came from the following schools to 
take part in the training: 
Bidston Avenue Primary School  
Clare Mount School  
Hilbre High School  
Overchurch Junior School  
Pensby High School for Girls (Specialist College)  
Prenton High School for Girls  
St Mary’s Catholic Aided College  
West Kirby Residential School  
Woodchurch High School Engineering College  
 
VSS hopes to arrange a similar programme next season.   
Anyone interested in taking part should contact Steve 
Beevers (VSS Teacher) on 637 6105 

The pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 took part in a sponsored skip during the week beginning Monday 19th May.  Not 
only did these pupils enjoy the benefits of keeping fit they also had the opportunity to learn about the importance of 
having a healthy and well balanced life style.  
 
On Tuesday 8th July Mr Graham Cox the chairman of the Wirral branch of the British Heart Foundation came into 
school to collect a cheque for £1,247.83. 
 
Congratulations and thank you to all pupils, families  and friends who contributed to the charity. 

Once again a great success with nearly every pupil 
participating in at least one event. 
 
The Winning Forms are: 7YZ, 8XE, 9YS and 10XW.  
Our top athletes from Sports Day are:  
 
Year 7 Lee Anson Megan Phillips 
Year 8 James Tollerton Laura Black 
Year 9 Adam Thomas Emily Jones 
Year 10 Curtis Jones Katy Holmes 

On Friday an assembly was held to celebrate pupils 
achievements during Sports Day and throughout the 
school year. 
 

Mrs Holt presented the awards 
to pupils and was then 
presented with a bouquet of 
flowers to thank her for her 
support to the PE department 
over the last 16 years. 



The ski trip to Zell-am-Zee, Austria, 
was a great success with all 63 pupils 
having a wonderful experience!  Our 

thanks go to Mr Yarranton for organising the trip and 
all the sponsored events before-hand. 
 
Next year’s trip has already been organised to 
Oberlungau, Austria.  82 pupils will be participating in 
the trip!  The first of the sponsored events to raise 
money for the trip will be taking place next week, 
when 3 male members of the PE staff will be waxing 
their legs (just in time for their summer holidays!)  Ear 
plugs are available for the rest of the school! 

43 Year 7 pupils took part in a PGL Outdoor Adventure Weekend 
(4 days) at Caythorpe Court, Lincolnshire. 
 
Activities included raft building, fencing, quad biking and rope 
challenges.  The pupils and staff involved all have a fantastic time 
and our thanks go to Mr Stead for organising the trip. 
 
Next year’s trip is already being planned. 

Another very successful season cul-
minating in the Year 8 and 10 teams 

becoming Wirral Champions and the Year 9 team being 
Runners-up in the Merseyside Cup. 
 
Gino King, Jamie Clays, Jamie Smith and Jordan Gib-
son, Year 9 and Phil O’Neil, Emilio O’Campo and Curtis 
Jones, Year 10 represented the Wirral Teams which 
both had highly successful seasons. 

Woodchurch, once again, organised 
and hosted the Wirral Basketball 
Championships. 
 
Year 7 - Runners up, Year 9 - Finalists (3 way Final), 
Year 10 - Winners and Year 11 - Runners-Up. 
 
Year 10 boys and girls also finished runners-up in the 
Cheshire Oaks Sports College Basketball League. 

  Year 9 were runners up in the 
Wirral Cup Competition. 

Year 10 finished 3rd in the Wirral 
School Competition. 

Years 7 and 8 were semi-finalists 
in the Wirral Schools Tournament. 

Woodchurch retained the combined Wirral Schools Re-
lay title for the 20th year running! 
 
Woodchurch also finished as the top comprehensive 
school in the Wirral Athletic Championships. 
 

Year 7 Boys 3rd 
Year 7 Girls 4th 
Year 8 Boys 3rd 
Year 8 Girls 3rd 



Every summer we hold our Engineering Fortnight packed 
with engineering activities and events. This year has 
been no exception with a busy programme that included 
visits, assemblies by local engineers and ex-pupils, and 
workshops run by partners such as Lovell, BDP architects 
and TTE.  
 
Ordinary lessons became extraordinary for the 2 weeks, 
and you might have found pupils making kites in Maths, 
marble helter-skelter in Science, wind turbines in 
Geography or packaging for Egyptian perfume in Art. 
 
Year 8’s who are brave enough, will be entering the 

Dragons Den with entrepreneurial projects 
ranging from board games to biomimetic 
registration.  They will face a panel of 
judges from local companies and Channel 
4.   

 
In the middle of the fortnight there was Engineering 
Enterprise Day for all Year 8’s who made products that 
were sold at the PTA Summer Fair.  These included 
beautifully sewn bags made from old clothes, wooden 
planters, cards, decorated gift boxes and notebooks , as 
well as tasty treats such as flapjack and fairy cakes. 

Also during the fortnight our 
Year 7 pupils have been very 
busy helping to design the 
use of external spaces for 
leisure and teaching 
opportunities in the new 
school.  They have worked 
with landscape architects 
from BDP as well as 
horticultural consultants.  Up 

to now the architects have been really impressed with 
the creativity and the design ideas of our young 
people and we hope they will be able to incorporate 
some of the pupils’ ideas into the final build. 
 
Pupils presented their designs, plans and 3D models 
to the rest of their year group in a ‘Supergrounds’ 

assembly attended by our 
Chair of Governors, Mr 
Kevin Mighall, and 
architects from BDP.  This 
was as competitive as 
always with many superb 
entries and the pupils who 
presented did a wonderful 
job.  The winning class was 
7XV, with their Environmental Gardens, that included 
wind turbines, allotments, a maths games area and a 
wildlife area.  Some of the other ideas were Japanese 
Garden, Kanah Café, Amphitheatre, Butterfly Garden, 
Chill Out Zones and Wishing Well.  7XV were 
presented with the Ron Jordan cup and will be visiting 
the Ingenuity Museum at Ironbridge in October for a 
day. 

I leave Woodchurch after almost 15 years as 
Headteacher.  During that time I have always done my 
best to create the correct climate and atmosphere in the 
school which is conducive to learning and bring out the 
best in our young people.  Our success over these fifteen 
years has given me a great deal of pride and I am one of 
those fortunate people who can genuinely say “I love my 
job”, I love my school! 

I will be very sad to leave but I do so knowing I have left a 
brilliant team of staff who will continue to provide your 
son / daughter / ward with the best possible education 
and start in life. 
 
Goodbye and Good Luck for the future.  Woodchurch will 
always be in my heart. 

Beryl Holt OBE 
Reply Slip.  This form must be returned in order for your child to participate in Non-School Uniform Day on 
Friday 18 July. 
Signed: …………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………... 
Child’s Name: ……………………………………………………. Form: …………………………….. 
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