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ENGLISH 
 
In Year 9, the pupils have the opportunity to develop the reading and writing skills 
that they have learnt throughout the Key Stage. Pupils are taught to extend their 
responses using pertinent detail, while written work is enhanced with more 
adventurous vocabulary and ambitious sentencing. 
 
Autumn Term: 
1.  Media Unit: ‘Jaws’ 
This unit aims to develop pupils’ knowledge, understanding & enjoyment of film 
through a close study of Steven Spielberg’s blockbuster, ‘Jaws’. This unit will 
provide pupils with a ‘taster’ of Media Studies while developing their analytical skills 
which can be transferred to GCSE English as well as Literature. 
2. Short Stories 
As part of this unit, pupils study a number of short stories from various genres. 
Working in groups, they become familiar with the conventions of these stories and 
practice using them in their own writing. Eventually, the pupils produce their own 
original narrative, using the techniques that have been taught in class. 
 
Spring Term: 
3.  Class Reader 
Each teacher, depending on the ability of their class, selects a novel from a 
carefully compiled list. The teacher and the pupils read the novel together and focus 
on how the writer creates mood and atmosphere. The pupils are taught to 
references from the text to back up everything they say and this skill is assessed in 
the end-of-unit assignment. 
4.  Shakespeare – ‘Macbeth’ 
During Year 9, the pupils take part in an in-depth study of one of Shakespeare’s 
most infamous Tragedies. All aspects of the play are addressed, from dramatic 
performance to cultural context. The unit is completed with an assignment focussing 
on themes.  
 
Summer Term: 
5.  Play 
Depending on the ability and needs of the class, the teacher makes a choice from a 
wide selection of plays. The class read the play aloud, focusing on character 
interaction, themes, choice of language, and how lighting and scenery contribute to 
the play. The assignment focuses on character interaction and development; 
however, there is much opportunity to bring the piece to life through structured 
practical sessions. 
 
Poetry 
This unit encourages the pupils to become critical thinkers. Contrasting, but equally 
valid interpretations of classic poems are discussed, highlighting the need for pupils 
to become independent thinkers.  A mixture of traditional and contemporary poets 
are addressed, and pupils are taught the skills required for poetry comparison, 
which are beneficial at Key Stage Four. 
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Speaking & Listening 
 
The final drama course shifts the focus from voice to improvisation. Throughout this 
six-week course, the pupils experiment with different types of improvisation; from 
‘spontaneous’ to ‘off-text’. They have the chance to hone their dramatic skills which 
they have picked up over the previous years and also perform some scenes from 
Willy Russell’s ‘Our Day Out.’ 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Sets 
In Year 9 there are two parallel half-year groups.  Each group is setted into six or 
seven groups depending on pupil numbers; set 1 being the top. 
 
National Curriculum Levels 
Pupils will be taught according to ability.  For pupils of average ability teaching will 
consist of revision of Level 5, but mainly Level 6 with some extension work being 
taught at level 7 and 8. 
 
Curriculum 
All groups will cover all or part of the following curriculum: 
 
Number: Fractions; percentages; ratios; estimation and approximation; long 
multiplication and division; prime factors; efficient use of calculator; errors; standard 
form. 
 
Algebra: Solving equations; brackets; inequalities; graphs and formulae. 
 
Shape and Space: Compound measure; loci; Pythagoras theorem; area and 
volume; constructions; transformations; similar triangles; trigonometry. 
 
Data and Probability: Hypothesis; frequency tables and graphs; mean, median, 
mode, range; frequency polygons; probability; cumulative frequency. 
 
Pupils will also carry out Maths investigation work relating to some of the above 
topics. 
 
Priority is given to ensuring that pupils achieve their best in the end of Key Stage 3 
examinations.   
 
In addition to the text books used in class commercially produced revision guides 
are available for purchase. 
 
The main teaching resource textbooks are the Key Maths books and the school has 
now purchased three levels of the books so that the more able pupils can be 
stretched and the less able can work at a slower pace.  We have also purchased 
Level Up Maths to augment this. 
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Related ICT work is also incorporated into the scheme, and the ‘Test Base’ 
Software is used to practise exam questions or specific levels.   
 
The Mathematics Faculty makes use of a range of ICT software in lessons and 
subscribes to the ‘MyMaths’ website for online lessons and homework.  It is useful, 
but not essential for pupils to have internet access at home for this supplement to 
written homework. 
 
Parental Support 
 
• Ensure pupils have the correct equipment.  As well as pen and pencil, a 

ruler will be needed for almost all Maths lessons.  Note that some 
homework will necessitate the use of a calculator.  A lot of parents of Year 
7 pupils have already bought scientific calculators on Induction Evening; 
however all parents are reminded that calculators can be purchased from 
the school at reduced cost throughout the year. 

• Check the pupil’s planner to ensure that they are completing homework. 
• Encourage pupils to present their work neatly and to take a pride in their 

work. 
• Ask to see your child’s targets in their Maths books and check to see what 

progress they are making towards reaching them. 
• Revision guides for KS3 are helpful to refer to when completing homework 

and not just as a final aid for revision. 
• Encourage pupils to practise what they have learnt throughout the year 

and not just prior to exams. 
• If your child needs a lot of support with their Maths encourage them to 

attend the WHAM (Working Hard at Maths) Club. 
• Encourage your child to attend the booster lessons for the KS3 exams 

(after school and in the Easter holidays). 
• Help your child with the ‘10 for 10’ revision booklets in the Easter 

Holidays.  Answer booklets are available for parents as are drop in 
sessions at the school. 
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SCIENCE 
 
In Year 9 Science is taught as three subjects - Biology, Chemistry and Physics - by 
specialist staff.  Homework set three times a week — one for each subject.  Up to 
Christmas half term the pupils are taught the following five catalyst units: 
 
BIOLOGY 
 
• Reproduction 
 
CHEMISTRY 
 
• Reactions of metals and metal compounds 
 
• Patterns of reactivity 
 
PHYSICS 
 
• Energy and Electricity 
 
• Speeding Up 
 
From November the pupils are taught GCSE Units leading to three GCSE exams on 
21 June 2011. 
 
 
Parental Support 
 
• Purchase a GCSE revision guide to support the work covered in lesson 

time.  Letters are sent home during the Spring  term. 
•  
• Encourage pupils to use the VLE especially for revision.   
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ART 
 
Figure Studies 
Figure movement, observational study of the figure and how the body moves.  The 
work of the Futurist, Cubist and Expressionist movements, also any other genre 
used by individual staff.  The figure, observational drawing, movement, 20th century 
artists and styles or earlier artists/styles, puppets.  Pupils will be encouraged to 
work in groups where possible. 
 
Graphic Design 
Study of commercial art.  How letter forms are used to communicate information 
and establish corporate image and poster design. 
 
Culture 
This is linked to a graphic design project 
 
Still Life 
Analytical study of form and light and shade.  Explore various media.  Produce still 
life study. 
 
3D Study 
Explore use of 3D forms to produce abstract forms.  Historical knowledge.  
Reference made to such artists as Henry Moore and Barbara Heyworth.  Use of 3D 
forms/abstract, puppets (references made) to many/chosen artists. 
 
Parental Support 
Parents can assist by encouraging their children to practise their drawing 
skills just as they might encourage them to read or write.  Drawing is a skill 
that can be developed, not just a special gift.  Like all skills practice will 
improve performance. 
 

 
DRAMA 

 
 
 
 

 
In Year 9 you will use and further develop the skills you have learned in Year 7 and 
8 to create characters in performance.  In Year 9 you will be exploring Naturalistic 
Drama.  Your group work will be assessed as part of the Speaking and Listening 
marks in English.  In your lessons you will learn to:- 
 
• Structure ‘Improvisation’s and work with a variety of stimuli. 
• Learn about and uses status in your improvised work. 
• Identify with a character. 
• Communicate a story without language, using tableaux (freeze frames). 
• Work with and interpret script your own way. 
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• Develop dramatic conflict in your Drama. 
• Stage a group ‘Naturalistic’ piece of Drama. 
 
Parental Support. 
• Encourage thorough learning of lines set for homework. 
• Encourage pupils to see live theatre and discuss the experience. 
 

 
ENGINEERING 

 
During Year 9 pupils will work on projects in which they design and make products 
that actually work, focusing on different contexts and materials.  Taken together 
these projects will include work with plastics, wood, metal, CAD / CAM and 
electronics. 
 
Year 9 projects are Clocks, MP3 Amplifier; Graphic Design. 
 
As well as working on projects pupils will undertake focussed practical tasks in 
which they develop and practise particular skills and knowledge, including  work on 
structures and control technology. 
 
They will also take part in activities in which they investigate, disassemble and 
evaluate familiar household products to help extend their knowledge and 
understanding of design and engineering. 
 
When pupils are designing their products graphical presentation techniques will be 
demonstrated including isometric drawing, perspective and orthographic projection 
to a high level of competency to further enhance pupils’ designing capability. 
 
As part of their design technology course pupils will also undertake theoretical work 
to complement their designing and making activities.  This work will include problem 
solving tasks and investigating the more theoretical aspects of designing and 
making, materials and components, systems and control, structures, products and 
applications, Engineering processes, quality and Health and Safety. 
 
Parental Support 
 
All pupils will require basic drawing equipment to complete homework tasks.  
Useful equipment would include a HB pencil, 300mm ruler, coloured pencils, 
a .5 black fine liner and an eraser.  Parents may wish to purchase Key Stage 3 
study guides which will be recommended in school. 
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FOOD AND TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY 
 

Foods Around The World 
In this unit pupils will explore a range of dishes and ingredients from around  
the world before focussing on one country to investigate in more detail.  
This will include~ 
Practical work. E.g: Testing out recipes, equipment and techniques 
   Hot pot; Quiche Lorraine; Tiramisu; Spaghetti Bolognese;  
   Sweet and Sour;Curry; Samosas; Naan Bread; Burgers;  
   Brownies and Muffins. 
 
Videos and DVDs.   E.g: Celebrity chefs demonstrating dishes from around the  
   world.  
 
Sensory Analysis. E.g: Tasting Indian or Chinese “snacks” such as samosas,  
   bhajias and pakoras 
 
Investigate authentic ingredients.  E.g: Spices, ghee, wasabi paste and  
      lemon grass  
 
Research  E.g: Different religions and cultures; Carbon footprints for food;  
   Food miles; Fair trade; Organic foods; Packaging and food  
   labelling. 
 
At the end of this unit pupils will be asked to collate their research and present it to 
the rest of the class as a Power Point presentation; Word processed fact sheet etc. 
Pupils will also be expected to relate their practical work to the Catering Industry. 
E.g; Chinese restaurant; Indian takeaway; American fast food outlet. 
Pupils who successfully complete this unit could receive the Gold Award  
from Active Kids Get Cooking. 

 
Parents Or Guardians Can Assist Pupils By:~ 
• Providing them with a basic recipe book. 
• Providing ingredients, etc., for practical lessons. 
• Encouraging them to experience different types of foods from other cultures. 
• Encouraging them to practise at home.  
• Ensure that homework is completed to a high standard and handed in on time. 
 

TEXTILES 
Pupils will be given this design brief: 
 
Imagine you are a designer.  You have been asked to design a stage outfit for a 
music artist of your choice 
 
They will design and make a solution to their chosen design problem.  As part of the 
course they will generate ideas, consider suitable materials and style features and 
draw conclusions.  The main emphasis of this project is practical work research with 
a link to Industry.  Part of this project will focus on environmental issues such as re-
cycling.  Pupils may bring in old clothing, such as jeans, t-shirts to disassemble and 
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use as part of their project.. 
 
Pupils are expected to provide their own ingredients and fabrics for the units 
(Sensory testing samples are provided by the school). 

 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 
French 
School 
Leisure 
Food 
Holidays 
 
Spanish 
Film and media 
The environment 
A Study of Picasso. 
 
In Years 8 and 9 pupils are taught in sets.  The top four sets study both French and 
Spanish for 2 periods each per week.  Sets 5 and 6 study Spanish for 4 periods per 
week. 
 
Listening 
Listening can be one of the harder skills to master and it is important that your child 
gets as much practice as possible listening to other people speak the foreign 
language.  If pupils bring in blank cassettes their language teacher can record extra 
material to reinforce or extend upon what has already been covered in class. 
 
Speaking and Writing 
Extra listening practice will also help your son / daughter enhance their speaking 
skills.  They will also find it useful if they can teach someone at home what they 
have been learning to say during their lessons.  Access to a tape recorder with a 
microphone will enable them to record and listen to themselves.  In this way they 
will also be able to keep a record of material covered which would be a very useful 
revision aid. 
 
Your child will be expected to regularly learn phrases by heart for homework.  It is 
essential that they develop good practice from the start.  Learning will be checked 
in school but it would be of great benefit if it could also be tested at home both from 
the foreign language into English and vice versa (including spelling). 
 
Reading 
Pupils will find reading the easiest skill to improve upon on their own.  Readers may 
be borrowed from school to give further practice at home.  Pupils need not try to 
understand every single word although a foreign language dictionary at home will 
help them identify single words and assist them in developing the gist of a passage. 
 
We aim to ensure that learning a foreign language is an enjoyable and successful 
experience for all our pupils.  Should your son / daughter ever have any difficulties 
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with the subject not only can they see their class teacher they can also come along 
to our 'Drop in Surgery' on Fridays after school to obtain additional practice, help 
with homework, to borrow books or to get a penfriend. 
 
Parental Support 
As well as ensuring that homework is always completed and well presented 
there are several other ways in which parents can help their child practice 
and improve their linguistic skills.  If you follow just some of the advice 
contained here we guarantee that your son / daughter will make further 
progress. 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
Autumn Term: 
Tourism: 
Growth and Importance of Tourism 
Tourism Trends in the UK 
Case Study: Tourism in LEDCs 
The Benefits and Problems of Tourism 
National Parks 
Sustainable Tourism 
 
Spring Term: 
Natural Hazards: 
Earthquakes: Nature and Distribution, 
Causes, Effects and Management of Earthquakes, 
Earthquake Case Study 
 
Population: 
Population Density and Distribution, 
Population Growth: Causes, Effects and Population Control, 
Population Structure 
 
Summer Term: “The Word in Which We Live” 
The Hydrological Cycle 
Floods and Droughts: Causes, Effects and Management 
Malnutrition and Famine: Causes, Effects and Management 
Differences in Economic Development, 
Reducing Developing Gap (Aid, Fair Trade and NGOs) 
 
Parental Support: 
Encourage pupils to watch/read news/newspapers.  Support use of Internet 
for research and to watch relevant documentary programmes on TV.  General 
support with homework and revision. 
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HISTORY 
The main unit in Year 9 focuses on some of the key events in the 20th Century and 
the changing nature of conflict and co-operation.  Topics studies include: 
 

• The Causes of the First World War 
• The Western Front — trench warfare, recruitment, the role of women and 

the Home Front. 
• The Making of Peace 
• The Rise of Adolf Hitler 
• The Causes and main events of the Second World War 
• The Home Front during the World Ward Two 

 
During the Summer Term a Humanities and PSHCE unit, The World in Which We 
Live, is studied.  Topics chosen are designated to give pupils a better 
understanding of the world they live.  The History elements of this unit focus on:- 
 

• The Holocaust and the Declaration of Human Rights 
• The use of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and the threat of nuclear 

conflict. 
• Why was there a Cold war and how did it end. 
• The setting up and work of the United Nations. 
• The growth and role of the European Union. 

 
Parental Assistance 
There are many historical television programmes which support the topics we 
are studying.  Pupils are also encouraged to research topics we are studying 
using the school or local libraries and the internet.  General support with 
homework tasks set would be appreciated. 
 

 
OCR LEVEL 2 NATIONAL FIRST AWARD IN ICT

Unit 1 
ICT Skills for  Business 
 
 
 
Creating files in different 
software packages, in-
cluding word processing 
or DTP, spreadsheet,  
database and presenta-
tion software 
 
Communicating effec-
tively using email and 
searching the internet 
 efficiently for information 

Unit 20 
Creating Animation for 

the World Wide Web us-
ing ICT 

 
Designing, producing and 
testing a short animation 
which is fit for purpose 
using Macromedia Flash 
software 

Unit 22 
Creating Sound using 

ICT 
 
 
Designing, producing and 
testing a short audio clip 
which is fit for purpose 
using Audacity software 
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MUSIC 
 
 

In the Music Department we aim to make your child’s experience of Music as 
practical and varied as possible. As well as the opportunity for him or her to 
experience Music in lesson time we also offer an extensive programme of extra-
curricular activities. In year 9 we aim to continue the process of teaching your child 
the skills for successful GCSE option should they choose this route in Year 10 but 
from September 2010 we will begin teaching a BTEC First Certificate in Music to  
selected groups. Our curriculum is linked closely to the QCA approved programmes 
and will cover aspects of Popular musical styles, Music for Film, Latin American 
Music, Music and Media and Song in a vocational way. All these aspects of music 
will be linked to working in the music industry either as a performer or backstage 
person or as a technician. An outline of the course follows... 
EDEXCEL  BTEC Level 2 First Certificate in Music  
This flexible BTEC course is for students who want to work in the music industry in 
areas such as teaching, publishing, promotion or DJing. Part One takes a year– the 
“Certificate”.  Part Two, the “Extended Certificate” takes place in a second year 
(Year 10) and the whole course is the equivalent of two Grades A*-C at GCSE 
level. 
Compulsory Units  
“Working in the Music Industry” and “Professional Development in the  
Music Industry”.  
Optional Units will be chosen from..  
• Solo Musical Performance– for students who play an instrument and have  

lessons on it. This will be linked to the study of Popular musical styles QCA 
Unit 

• Working as a Musical Ensemble– organising and taking part in group  
performances (explore a wide variety of different musical styles by playing 
pieces in the se genres and they will also have the opportunity to improve their 
practical skills as well. They will pay particular  
attention to pop, reggae, ragtime, blues, rock, dance and rap styles) 

• Exploring Musical Composition-learn how to create music in any style, 
organise their ideas, and write it down in TAB or other notation. Write their 
own song!  ( for example learn about different types of visual media and will 
analyse and examine how established composers for film and TV make use of 
clichés in their work. Examine how composers in these different genres use 
instrumentation, pace, dynamics and structure to improve their work. Learn 
about storyboards, how composers use both graphic and conventional 
notation and computers to realise their music. They will create their own music 
for a variety of different film and TV scenarios. Or learn about how to create a 
successful popular song. They will revisit prior units on Structure, riffs and 
hooks, lyrics, harmony and chords and accompaniments. They will create their 
own original song and will perform it and record it.) 

• DJ Technology and Performance– find out how DJs and performing musicians 
make a living, research dance music styles, learn to use different music  
technologies.  (Students will examine existing arrangements of pop songs as a 
starting point and will make use of ICT to record and create effects in their 
work. They will work in the studio learning how to set up a recording and how 
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to record using effects with programs such as “Mixcraft”) 
• Investigating an Area of Music–research a type of music, an artist or some  

music technology and create a presentation on it. 
• Planning and creating a Music Product– plan a product, market and develop 

their idea. Create their own CD or organise a gig!  (develop the ability to 
recognise how composers create music that sells or advertises a product 
successfully. Identify how music is used in different situations. Organise 
themselves into groups and to devise their own adverts or pieces and learn 
how to market these)               

 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Pupils have one PE lesson a week during year 9. Throughout the year, pupils will 
continue to work on improving their skill level and knowledge in a variety of sports. 
However, for some pupils more emphasis is placed on the fun and enjoyment 
aspect of PE rather than building on pupils competitive and tactical skills.   
 
Some pupils will also have the opportunity to do BTEC PE or Dance in Year 9 which 
is a fantastic opportunity to gain additional qualifications at an earlier age.  
 
Examples of the Sports pupils participate in:  
 
Dance     Football   Trampolining 
Health Related Fitness    Basketball   Football 
Netball    Rugby    Athletics   
Rounders     Softball   Cricket 
 
Parents can help by: 

• Reinforcing the positive benefits of taking part in physical activity. 
• Encouraging pupils to check that they have the correct PE kit for the 

activity  
• Informing PE staff of any issues which prevents their child from 

participating in PE.  
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CITIZENSHIP AND PSHEE 
 

Equal Opportunities 
• Stereotyping, prejudice and discrimination 
• Disability 
• Homophobia 
• Equal opportunities at work 
• Ageism 
 
Careers Education & Guidance 
• Self assessment 
• Options and how to choose 
• How do I learn best? 
• Finding out about careers 
• Choices and consequences 
• Which way now? 
• Post-16 opportunities e.g. university 
 
Health Influences 
• What’s rotting your teeth? 
• Dealing with anger 
• Teenage stress 
• The importance of sleep 
• Illegal drugs 
• Alcohol 
 
Legal Rights 
• Committing crime or just having fun? 
• Locking up teenage criminals 
• Fox hunting 
• Strike 
 
Sex and Relationships Education 
• Families and parenting 
• Commitment 
• Mental wellbeing 
• Teenage pregnancy 
• STI’s HIV and AIDs 
• Contraception 
 
Pupils will also attend a half day Personal Health workshop run by the Brook and 
other local agencies.  They will also attend one or more Alcohol Awareness 
sessions. 
 
Parental Support 
Parents can support their child’s progress in Citizenship and PSHEE by discussing 
personal and topical issues with them, and encouraging them to take an active part 
in school and community events. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Autumn Term: Religion and the Media 

Spring Term: Suffering 
Summer Term: The World in which we live 

 
The aim of the course is to help pupils to: 

• Develop pupil’s analysis, interpretation and evaluation skills. 
• Develop other RE skills, using their Target Level / Grade and 

milestone assessments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Parental Support: 
Remind your child that there are shortened PowerPoint’s of each lesson on the 
Religious Education/Studies section on the VLE which can be accessed at home 
to assist with homework and revision. 

Religion and  
the Media 

 
 
 
 

This unit looks investigates the 
role of Religion in the Media to-
day.  Pupils look at different ways 
religious themes, such as prayer, 
miracles and heaven and hell are 
portrayed in the media, along with 
creating a Thought for the Day. 

 
Suffering 

This unit helps pupil 
address the ultimate questions about 
Evil and Suffering. Pupils are asked 
to share their opinions about why 
these things exist, and how they can 
be reduced.  This unit gives a good 
foundation for the skills necessary 
for GCSE RS.   

 

The World 
in  

which we 
live 

 
This unit is taught with the other 
Humanities subjects and ad-
dresses issues such as War and 
Peace, Wealth and Poverty, Crea-
tion and Stewardship and Human 
Rights.   




