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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
This booklet has been produced to enable you to help your child with their 
studies. 
 
The booklet gives an outline of each subject your child will study. 
 
We hope you will find this booklet useful. 
 
As ever, please do feel free to contact school if you require any additional 
information on the programmes of study your child is undertaking or if we 
can be of any further assistance. 
 
Please remember, there is lots of additional information relating to curriculum 
provision on the VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) and the school website. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
R Phillips 
 
 
Ms R Phillips 
Headteacher 
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ENGLISH 
During Year 8, the English Department focus on developing the skills that have 
been established in Year 7. The pupils are taught to expand and develop both their 
written and verbal responses and there is a bigger focus on creating independent 
learners. 
 
Autumn Term: 
1. ‘Wordpower’ 
Pupils analyse many styles of speech that are used and reflect on the need to 
choose the correct style for each situation. The importance of Standard English is 
considered throughout. 
 
2. Class Reader 
In this scheme, both pupils and teacher read an entire novel together and research 
is conducted into the background of the novel. As reading progresses, study 
focuses on the themes and values of the novel and the way it is written. Depending 
on the novel, pupils are set various written activities to test their understanding and 
to develop their thought. 
 
Spring Term: 
3. ‘Escape from Kraznir’ 
This writing unit sets up a Fantasy simulation for pupils as they take on the role of 
the leader of a group of spies, trying to save their peaceful country from invasion. 
The unit is structured as a series of days with a different form of writing being 
addressed in each day. Consequently, 3 writing triplets are addressed in this Unit.  
Pupils’ thinking skills are also challenged in this unit as the leader has to make 
several decisions during the adventure to ensure that the team succeeds. 
4. Roald Dahl – ‘The Ratcatcher’ 
In this short story unit, the pupils analyse the works of childrens’ favourite, Roald 
Dahl and focus on his expert characterisation. Over a number of weeks, the pupils 
are taught to reference all of their points with quotations from the text and this skill 
is assessed in the final essay. 
 
Summer Term: 
5. Shakespeare – ‘The Tempest’ 
1 Following on from Year 7, the pupils continue their study of the ‘Bard’ and focus 
on the comedy; ‘The Tempest’. Key scenes are selected by the teacher and the 
pupils analyse the writer’s choice of language and work in groups to create a 
dramatic interpretation. 
6. Poetry Unit 
Pupils revise their knowledge of poetic techniques, from their work in Year 7, and 
apply it to a variety of ambitious poems that include both pre and post-1914, as well 
as other cultures. The pupils are introduced to new poetic techniques and learn to 
structure a poetry essay. 
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Speaking & Listening: 
 
Like in Year 7, all pupils have the opportunity to partake in a six-week Drama 
course. In this year, the focus shifts from movement to voice. The pupils learn about 
the importance of voice and how an actor can manipulate this tool. The pupils are 
encouraged to develop their vocal skills and have the opportunity to test these skills 
through improvised and scripted drama. The pupils also experiment with the 
dramatic form of melodrama and incorporate their vocal techniques into some 
melodramatic performances. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Sets 
In Year 8 there are two parallel half-year groups.  Each group is setted into six or 
seven sets, depending on pupil numbers, set 1 being the top. 
 
National Curriculum Levels 
Pupils will be taught according to ability.  For pupils of average ability teaching will 
consist of consolidation of level 5, and the start of level 6. 
 
Curriculum 
All groups will cover all or part of the following curriculum: 
 

Graphs 
Estimating 
Statistics 
Algebra 
Transformations 
Negatives 
Angles 
Probability 
Percentages, fractions and decimals 
Straight lines 
Ratio 
Area 
Statistics 2 
Volume 
More or less 
Intersecting lines 

 
Pupils will also do investigation work relating to some of the above topics. 
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Pupils sit a Mid Key Stage exam to monitor their progress. 
 
The main teaching resource textbooks are the Key Maths books and the school has 
purchased three levels of the books so that the more able pupils can be stretched 
and the less able can work at a slower pace. 
 
In addition the Mathematics Faculty makes use of a range of ICT software in 
lessons and subscribes to the ‘MyMaths’ website for online lessons and homework.  
It is useful, but not essential for pupils to have internet access at home for this 
supplement to written homework.  
 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 
 
• Ensure pupils have the correct equipment.  As well as pen and pencil, a 

ruler will be needed for almost all Maths lessons.  Note that some 
homework will necessitate the use of a calculator.  A lot of parents of Year 
7 pupils have already bought scientific calculators on Induction Evening, 
however all parents are reminded that calculators can be purchased from 
the school at reduced cost throughout the year. 

• Check pupil’s planners to ensure that they are completing homework. 
• Encourage pupils to present their work neatly and to take a pride in their 

work. 
• Ask to see your child’s targets (usually at the back of their book) and 

check to see what progress they are making towards reaching them. 
• Revision guides for KS3 are helpful to refer to when completing homework 

and not just as a final aid for revision. 
• Encourage pupils to practise what they have learnt throughout the year 

and not just prior to exams. 
• If your child needs a lot of support with their Maths encourage them to 

attend the WHAM (Working Hard at Maths) Club. 
 

SCIENCE 
In Year 8 the pupils cover the following topics: 

• Gravity and space 
• Food and digestion 
• Sound and hearing 
• Light 
• Respiration 
• Ecological relationships 
• Reactions of metal and metal compounds 
• Rocks and weathering  
• Rock cycle 
• Heating and cooling 
• Plants and photosynthesis 

All pupils cover all topics but the order varies from class to class. Each topic lasts 
approximately 3 weeks with pupils being assessed in the last lesson of every unit. 
Homework is set once or twice a week depending on the set. 
compounds react chemically? Are there other sorts of materials besides elements 
and compounds? 



 

 Established Excellence 

Parental Support 
• Purchase a revision guide available from the school £2.00) 
• Use the VLE, especially the revision PowerPoint presentations for each unit.- 

 
 
 

ART 
 
Pupils will build on the skills developed in Year 7 and will study a combination of the 
following areas in order to fulfil criteria for accreditation, leading towards an OCR 
National Diploma at the end of Year 9. 
 
Light and shade 
Pencil shading, painting, tone, colour blending and mixing 
Texture 
Drawing, collage, frontage, etc. 
Composition and design 
Exploration of surface qualities 
Portraits with reference to a chosen artist 
Drawing, Observation, Painting 
Knowledge - Portraits from the past, Van Gogh, Rembrandt, various styles and 
ways of looking etc. 
Analytical study 
Development of images 
Colour experimentation 
Extend colour theory tertiary, complementing colour. 
Architecture with reference to a chosen artist 
Design Project using letter forms/styles 
 
As part of the Art Departments involvement with the New Curriculum at Key Stage 
3, Year 8 pupils will be involved in a project based around the theme of Slavery and 
Immigration.  This project will involve pupils in working as a team, visiting the 
Maritime Museum, producing powerpoint presentations and researching the theme 
as part of a Design Competition.  Pupils will be assessed on their PLTS (Personal 
Learning and Thinking Skills). 
 
Pupils also work on 5 intervention “Thinking” lessons on: 
 
Sense of place 
Three Rooms 
Part of the picture 
Artists’ voices 
What is real? 
 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 
Encourage children to practise their drawing skills just as they might 
encourage them to read or write.  Drawing is a skill that can be developed, not 
just a special gift.  Like all skills practice will improve performance. 
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DRAMA 
 
 

 
 
 
In Year 8, the work concentrates on the development of your voice and the use of 
good speech.  The course will also help you gain a higher grade in ‘Speaking and 
Listening’.  Lessons concentrate on the use of speech using scripts, poetry and 
improvised work.  In your lessons you will learn to:- 
 
• Breath using your diaphragm so that your voice will be stronger. 
• Take part in a choral speech presentation. 
• Use script effectively. 
• Learn about ‘Melodrama’ in Victorian Times. 
• Understand stereotypes. 
• Use props and costume. 
• Learn about comedy and comedy timing. 
• Perform a group melodramatic play. 
 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 
Parents can encourage pupils to learn lines set for homework. 
Parents can encourage pupils to see live theatre, discuss the experience and 
evaluate the presentation of a range of dramatic performances. 
 
 

ENGINEERING 
 
During Year 8 pupils will work on projects in which they design and make products 
that actually work, focusing on different contexts and materials.  Taken together 
these projects will include work with wood, metal, plastic, and electronics. 
 
Year 8 projects are: 
 

Reaction Tester 
Personal Safety Light 

 
As well as working on projects pupils will undertake focused practical tasks in which 
they develop and practise particular skills and knowledge.  They will also take part 
in activities in which they investigate, disassemble and evaluate familiar household 
products to help extend their knowledge and understanding of design and 
engineering. 
 
When pupils are designing their products graphical communication techniques will 
be demonstrated, including isometric drawing, perspective, orthographic projection, 
layout and the use of colour to further enhance their designing capability. 
 
As part of their design technology course pupils will also undertake theoretical work 
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to complement their designing and making activities.  This work will investigate the 
theoretical aspects of designing and making, materials and components, systems 
and control, structures, products and applications, quality and Health and Safety. 
 
 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 
 
All pupils will require basic drawing equipment to complete homework tasks.  
Useful equipment would include a HB pencil, 300mm ruler, coloured pencils, 
a .5 black fine liner and an eraser.  Parents may wish to purchase Key Stage 
study guides which will be recommended in school. 
 

 
FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

Nutrition and Healthy Eating 
 

In this unit pupils will learn basic nutrition and healthy eating through a varied 
approach ~ 
Practical work.  E.g: Devilled chicken, bread based pizza and pineapple  
    upside down pudding. 
Videos and DVDs.  E.g: Vegetarians and You Are What You Eat. 
Sensory Analysis.  E.g: Can you tell the difference? Healthy or Unhealthy? 
Adapting Recipes.  E.g: Increasing the fibre, reducing the sugar 
Theory Work.  E.g: Tables, Mind maps, Discussions, Word Processing 
    and Power Point presentations. 
 
Testing out and adapting recipes is a major part of this unit. 
Pupils will use their knowledge of nutrients and healthy eating to create a two-
course meal, (a main course and a dessert,) that can be shared with friends. It 
should follow the healthy eating guidelines and where possible use local/ regional 
ingredients. 
 
Parts of this unit can be used for the Silver Award from Active Kids Get Cooking. 

 
Parents Or Guardians Can Assist Pupils By:~ 
 
• Providing them with a basic recipe book. 
• Providing ingredients, etc., for practical lessons. 
• Encouraging them to experience different types of foods from other cultures. 
• Encouraging them to practise at home.  

Ensure that homework is completed to a high standard and handed in on time. 
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TEXTILES 
 
Pupils will design and make a cushion to suit a chosen theme.  They will generate 
ideas, consider different styles, draw conclusions and manufacture the cushion.  
Practical work is an important element in this project. Pupils will have the 
opportunity to design their own fabric for their cushion. 
 
Pupils are expected to provide their own ingredients and fabrics for the units 
(sensory testing samples are provided by the school) through the traditional and 
modern methods of textiles design. 

 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 
In Years 8 pupils are taught in sets.   
 
There are four skills in Modern Languages and pupils need to work on each one of 
these areas although they many find one much easier than another. 
 
Listening 
Listening can be one of the harder skills to master and it is important that your child 
gets as much practice as possible listening to other people speak the foreign 
language.  If pupils bring in blank cassettes their language teacher can record extra 
material to reinforce or extend what has already been covered in class. 
 
Speaking and Writing 
Extra listening practice will help your son / daughter enhance their speaking skills.  
They will also find it useful if they can teach someone at home what they have been 
learning to say during their lessons.  Access to a tape recorder with a microphone 
will enable them to record and listen to themselves.  In this way they will also be 
able to keep a record of material covered which would be a very useful revision aid. 
 
Your child will be expected to regularly learn phrases by heart for homework.  It is 
essential that they develop good practice from the start.  Learning will be checked 
in school but it would be of great benefit if this could also be tested at home both 
from the foreign language into English and vice versa (including spelling). 
 
 
Reading 
Pupils will find reading the easiest skill to improve upon on their own.  Readers may 
be borrowed from school to give further practice at home.  Pupils need not try to 
understand every single word, although a foreign language dictionary at home will 
help them identify single words and assist them in developing the skill of reading to 
get the gist of a passage. 
 
We aim to ensure that learning a foreign language is an enjoyable and successful 
experience for all our pupils.  Should your son / daughter ever have any difficulties 
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with the subject not only can they see their class teacher, they can also come along 
to our "Drop in Surgery" on Fridays after school to obtain additional practice, help 
with homework, to borrow books or to get a penfriend. 
 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 
As well as ensuring homework is always completed and well presented there 
are several other ways in which parents can help their child practise and 
improve their linguistic skills.  If you follow just some of the advice contained 
here we guarantee that your son / daughter will make further progress. 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

Physical Geography 
Autumn Term: 
Weathering 
Erosion: The Landscape Shapers 
Coastal erosion and scenery 
Case Study of Coastal Management 
 
Spring Term 
Humanities and PSHCE Unit on Migration and Slavery: 
Types of Migration 
Causes and Effects of Migration  
 
Weather and Climate 
Weather Maps 
Climate Graphs 
Factors that influence climate 
Europe’s Climate Zones 
 
Summer Term: 
Global Warming and Climate Change: 
Causes and Effects of Global Warming 
Food Miles 
Reducing Global Warming: 
Carbon Footprint 
Energy conservation 
Recycling 
 
Brazil: (LEDC Case Study) 
Physical and Human Geography 
Population 
Brazil’s Cities 
Brazil’s Development 
 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 
Encourage pupils to watch / read news, newspapers.   Support use of Internet 
for research and to watch relevant documentary programmes on TV.  General 
support with homework and revision. 
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HISTORY 
 
Year 8 pupils build upon the knowledge and understanding gained and skills 
developed in Year 7.  The first unit How Have People’s Lives Changed? is a 
continuation of a theme pupils began to study in Year 7 and focuses on such topics 
as:- 
      

• Peoples Beliefs  - Witchcraft Henry VIII and the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries 

• 19th Century Working Conditions—the factories and the mines 
• How People and Goods Were Moved—the transport revolution 

 
A second unit, Rulers, Protest and  Rebellion, focuses on the development of 
political power.   
 
Topics studies include: - 
 

• How did William Keep Control of England? 
  The Feudal System 
  Castles 

• Henry VII—the role of the monarch 
• Threats to Elizabeth 
 Mary, Queen of Scots 
 The Spanish Armada 
• James I and the Gunpowder Plot 
• The Causes of the English Civil War 
• John Laird—Birkenhead’s first MP 
• The suffragettes 

 
A Humanities and PSHCE unit on Migration and Slavery will also be studied during 
the Spring Term.  In History lessons pupils will look at such topics as: 
 

• What is slavery? 
• Why did a slave trade develop? 
• The Middle Passage 
• Life on the Plantations 
• Slave resistance 
• The end of slavery 
• The road to equality 

 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 
There are many historical and archaeological television programmes and a 
number of local sites / places of interest which may support the topics we are 
studying.  General support with homework tasks set would be appreciated. 
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ICT 
 

 
Unit 4        Unit 1 
Gnome Watch      High School Musical 
An integrate web assignment    spreadsheet task 
that includes the use of  
Audacity flash animation 
 
 
 

YEAR 8 
 
 
 
Unit 3        Unit 2 
Murder on the mountain     The impact of ICT on society 
Database.  Pupils help the     This will be taught through 
local police to solve a murder    use of video on the multi- 
        media software  
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MUSIC 
 
 

In the Music Department we aim to make your child’s experience of Music as practi-
cal and varied as possible. Our curriculum is linked closely to the QCA approved 
programmes and in Year 8 we deliver 5 units which are… 
Variations, Working with Auto-accompaniments, Jazz improvisation, Exploring mu-
sical arrangements, Hooks and Riffs. An outline of each of these units follows… 
 
• Working with auto-accompaniments on electronic keyboards.  During this 

Unit your child will learn about different types of auto accompaniment.  They will 
learn how to play triads and single finger chords and how to set rhythmic and 
chordal accompaniments for these.  They will examine how composers in differ-
ent genres use chords and will develop their ability to play music using them.  
They will also improve their ability to work independently and to critically assess 
the quality of their work and the work of others, taking steps to improve musi-
cally in the future. 

 
• Jazz improvisation.  During this Unit your child will learn how to improvise 

rhythmically and melodically in a variety of different styles.  They will develop the 
ability to memorise and recall increasingly complex pieces of music with a 
greater degree of technical difficulty and they will develop the ability to sustain 
longer periods of  successful improvisation.  They will also learn how to identify 
genres of popular music by the use of such musical conventions as the 12 bar 
Blues, pentatonic scales, syncopation, call and response and riffs. 

 
• Exploring Music arrangements.  During this unit your child will develop their 

ability to work both independently and as a part of a team.  They will develop the 
skills required to sustain a part in a musical arrangements and will learn to work 
on a variety of different instruments.  They will begin by arranging familiar pieces 
such as Wimmoweh and Rock Around the Clock.  They will then go on to organ-
ise themselves into groups and to devise their own arrangement of a piece of 
their choice.  This approach is based upon the “Musical Futures” approach and 
has proved very popular with our students. 

 
• Hooks and Riffs.  During this Unit your child will learn about hooks, riffs, 

grounds, verse, chorus, form and structure and will recognise their use in a vari-
ety of different musical  contexts.  They will learn to recognise and repeat more 
complex rhythmic and melodic patterns and will increased their musical confi-
dence. 

 
 Some of the Key Questions and concepts your child may meet are outlined  
 overleaf - 
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How do all the 
parts in a piece fit  
together? How do 
people improvise 
successfully? What 
skills do they 
have? 

I am going to create 
music in my group. 
How can I contribute 
using my musical 
strengths and also de-
velop my skills further? 
What resources will I 
need. How will we  
organise ourselves? 

How good is my work? 
What was I pleased with, 
how can I improve it? 
What do I personally need 
to develop in my musical 
skills? Who can and 
should I ask for help? 

How have composers used 
chords? How can I spot them? 
Which styles of music most com-
monly use them? How can I use 
them in my compositions? 

How can I develop my skills to create 
more variety in my pieces. How do 
other composers do this?  

What are 12 Bar Blues, chord sequences, pentatonic scales and 
riffs? When do we usually hear them in Music? How do these fit 
in with different musical styles and in which styles are they are 
they most usually used?  

How do I stay in time with 
a rhythmic  
backing?  
How do I adjust it? 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND  
CITIZENSHIP AND  ECONOMIC EDUCATION 

 
Careers Education and Guidance 
• What kind of person am I? 
• Strengths and weaknesses 
• What is work? 
• What do I know about work? 
• Our school as a place of work 
• Finding out about different jobs 
• Presentation by Aimhigher 
 
Crime 
• Introduction to the law 
• What is a crime? 
• The causes and impacts of crime 
• After the crime 
• Prison for and against. 
• Workshop run by local Police 
 
Media and society 
• Media standards 
• Reality TV 
• Shocking images 
• Adverts 
• How the media influences people 
 
Keeping Healthy 
• The law and sex 
• Rights and Responsibilities 
• Respecting difference 
• Personal safety 
• Smoking, alcohol and illegal substances 
• Resisting peer pressure  
 
Identity and Diversity 
• Personal and group identities 
• Britkids 
• Celebrating diversity 
• Refugees and immigration 
• Multicultural Britain 
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You and Your Money 
• Personal budgeting 
• Managing Money 
• Debit and credit cards; debt 
• Dilemmas around the use of money 
 
Voting, Democracy and Elections 
• Why and how people vote 
• Political Parties and setting one up 
• Turnout and manifestos 
• Campaign posters and preparing for hustings 
• The election 
 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 
 
Parents can support their child’s progress in Citizenship and PSHEE by 
discussing personal health and topical issues with them and encouraging 
them to take part in school activities such as fund raising events, being 
eco reps or form reps. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Pupils have two PE lessons a week during year 8. The aim is to further develop 
their level and range of skills in the activities covered as well as improving their 
knowledge of the rules, techniques and tactics used in each sport.  
 
Examples of the Sports pupils participate in:  
Dance     Football   Gymnastics 
Health Related Fitness    Basketball   Football 
Netball    Rugby    Athletics   
Rounders     Softball   Cricket 
 
Parents can help by: 
• Reinforcing the positive benefits of taking part in physical activity. 
• Encouraging pupils to check that they have the correct PE kit for the activity  
• Informing PE staff of any issues which prevents their child from participating 

in PE.  
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Religious Education 
Autumn Term: Jesus’ Incarnation 

Spring Term : Judaism & Slavery and Migration : Prejudice and 
Discrimination 

Summer Term : Place of Worship 
The aim of the course is to help pupils to: 

• Develop pupil’s analysis, interpretation and evaluation skills. 
• Develop other RE skills, using their Target Level / Grade and 

milestone assessments. 
 
o: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parental Support: 
Remind your child that there are shortened PowerPoint’s of each lesson on the 
Religious Education/Studies section on the VLE which can be accessed at home to 
assist with homework and revision. 

Jesus’  
Incarnation  

 
This unit looks at 

Jesus’ life, focussing on His birth 
in Matthew and Luke’s Gospel.   
Pupil’s will also consider how a 
Christians’ life is changed by their 
faith. 
 

Judaism & Slavery  
and Migration : Prejudice  

and Discrimination 
These units develop pupil’s under-
standing of the world around them.  
In the Judaism unit pupils investi-
gate the core beliefs of Judaism and 
how beliefs and practice are dis-
played in this religion. In the joint 
slavery and migration module pu-
pils investigate equality in the world 
around them. 

 

Places of Worship 
 

This unit enables pupils 
to think about places 

that are special to them, and inves-
tigate various places of worship in-
cluding  a Church, Synagogue, 
Mosque and Gurdwara.  There will 
be the opportunity to visit a place of 
worship in this unit. 




