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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
This booklet has been produced to enable you to help your child with their 
studies. 
 
The booklet gives an outline of each subject your child will study. 
 
We hope you will find this booklet useful. 
 
As ever, please do feel free to contact school if you require any additional 
information on the programmes of study your child is undertaking or if we 
can be of any further assistance. 
 
Please remember, there is lots of additional information relating to curriculum 
provision on the VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) and the school website. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
R Phillips 
 
 
Ms R Phillips 
Headteacher 
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ENGLISH 
 

In the English Department, we teach the English National Strategy through our 
schemes of work. The schemes are regularly updated to include the 
government’s requirements and are designed to make learning exciting and 
accessible for your child. Each scheme lasts approximately five weeks and your 
child’s progress is closely monitored throughout to ensure that they are making 
progress. 
 
After some initial testing, the Year is broken up into ability groups. The pupils are 
tested regularly to ensure that progress is being made and groupings can be 
changed at key points throughout the year. 
 
The aim of the English Department with Year 7 is to ensure that all pupils make a 
smooth transition from Key Stage Two to the Key Stage Three National Strategy 
and that all pupils make progress that is in line with expectations. 
 
Autumn Term: 
In the first half-term, your child will complete a number of baseline assessments, 
including NFER tests, to give their teacher an indication of the level they are 
working at. This will be accompanied by a number of lively skills lessons devised to 
ease your child into the Key Stage 3 curriculum. 
 
1. ‘Shakespeare’s Theatre’ 
In this unit, your child will use a range of media to study the social and historical 
context of Britain’s most prolific playwright as well as focussing on one of his plays, 
such as ‘King Lear’. The study of this unit will result in a small performance of a key 
scene from one of Shakespeare’s plays. 
 
Spring Term: 
2. Year 7 Poetry Unit 
This unit aims to develop your child’s knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of 
poetry as well as meeting National Curriculum requirements. It is designed to 
make your child enthusiastic about reading pre-1914, post-1914 and contemporary 
poems, to analyse them, and then recreate the effects in their own writing.  
3. Class Reader 
Activities will depend on the novel being studied; however, your child will complete 
a number of specially designed tasks to enhance their reading skills. Throughout 
the unit, your child will have enough time to read and enjoy the entire novel. They 
will employ a number of ‘reading strategies’ which will enable them to look beneath 
the surface and make them active readers.  
Summer Term: 
 
4. ‘Books In Their Time’ 
This unit explores how the English language has changed over time, by studying 
extracts from some of the major writers of the last one thousand years. Your child 
will gain an insight into a range of texts and be able to analyse, review and 
comment on many features of writing, including their own.  
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5. Newspapers 
In this unit, pupils will examine a wide range of daily newspapers in order to 
understand the process of how a newspaper is constructed. They will also 
undertake a detailed study of the language, content and style of the different parts 
of a newspaper. 
 
 
Speaking & Listening: 
All pupils will have the opportunity to experience a six-week drama course, which is 
taught by drama specialists. Each academic year has a specific drama focus, and in 
Year 7 it is movement. Through the ancient Italian dramatic form of Commedia dell 
Arte, the pupils learn how to create character through movement and develop their 
understanding of characterisation. 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Sets 
In Year 7 there are two parallel half-year groups.  Each group is streamed into six or 
seven sets, depending on intake numbers.  Set 1 being the top. 
 
National Curriculum Levels 
Our scheme of work extends the progression and expectations already established 
in Year 6.  Consequently for pupils of average ability teaching will entail some 
revision of level 4 but will mainly focus on level 5. 
 
Curriculum 
All groups will cover all or part of the following curriculum: 
 
 

Representing Data 
Symmetry 
Number patterns 
Arithmetic and the Calculator 
Shape and Construction 
Decimals 
3 Dimensions 
Probability 
Algebra 
Angles 
Extending the number line 
Place value 
Algebra 
Area and perimeter 
Fractions and percentages 
Statistics 
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We have also purchased Level Up Maths to augment this. 
 
The department has adopted the updated Key Maths scheme of work which is 
linked to the National Strategy and which also addresses their mathematics ICT 
needs with a series of programmes which are on the schools computer network.  
The Key Maths Extra Resources are used to extend the more able pupils and the 
special resources cater for those pupils needing additional support. 
 
The Mathematics Faculty makes use of a range of ICT software in lessons and 
subscribes to the ‘MyMaths’ website for online lessons and homework.  It is useful, 
but not essential for pupils to have internet access at home for this supplement to 
written homework. 
 
How parents can help their children reach their full potential: 
 
• Ensure pupils have the correct equipment.  As well as pen and pencil, a ruler will 

be needed for almost all Maths lessons.  Note that some homework will 
necessitate the use of a calculator.  A lot of parents of Year 7 pupils have 
already bought scientific calculators on induction evening, however all parents 
are reminded that calculators can be purchased from the school at reduced cost 
throughout the year. 

• Check pupil’s planners to ensure that they are completing homework. 
• Encourage pupils to present their work neatly and to take a pride in their work. 
• Ask to see your child’s targets (usually at the back of their book) and check to 

see what progress they are making towards reaching them. 
• Revision guides for KS3 are helpful to refer to when completing homework and 

not just as a final aid for revision. 
• Encourage pupils to practise what they have learnt throughout the year and not 

just prior to exams. 
• If your child needs a lot of support with their Maths encourage them to attend 

the WHAM (Working Hard at Maths) Club. 
• The Department subscribes to the ‘My Maths’ website and we would ask parents 

to encourage their children to use the site for revision, on line lines, maths 
games and on line homework. 
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SCIENCE 
 

In Year 7 the pupils cover the following topics: 
• Forces  
• The Solar System and beyond 
• Acids and Alkalis  
• Simple chemical reactions 
• Particle model of solids, liquids and gases  
• Solutions 
• Cells  
• Electrical circuits  
• How Science Works 
• Life Processes   

All pupils cover all topics but the order varies from class to class. Each topic lasts 
about 3 weeks with pupils being assessed at the end of the unit.  Homework is set 
once or twice a week depending on the set. 
 
Subjects include: 

How Science Works 
Forces  

The Solar System and Beyond 
Acids and Alkalis  

Simple Chemical Reactions  
Particle Model of Solids, Liquids and Gases  

Solutions 
Cells  

Electrical Circuits  
Life Processes 

 
Parental Assistance 
 
1. Ensure homework is completed and handed in on time. The homework is on the 

VLE. 
2. Encourage pupils to seek help from their teacher if there are difficulties with class 

work or homework.  If accessing the VLE is a problem, the homework question 
are also available on paper in a file. 

3. Help with the learning of vocabulary by testing at home. This vocabulary is found 
on the VLE as word clouds and word/meaning lists. 

4. Purchase a revision guide from the school and help pupils to memorise                                       
information for tests by constructing mind maps 

5. Encourage pupils to research the topic using books, the internet and the Science 
faculty website,  www.woodchurchscience.edublogs.org  

6. Encourage pupils to watch Science TV programmes and use revision websites 
which are found on the Science faculty website. 

7. On the VLE there are excellent PowerPoint presentations to help with revision for 
test. 

8. An additional help for revision is the test yourself quiz which is also found on the 
Science faculty website. 

 

http://www.woodchurchscience.edublogs.org/�
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ART 
 
Studying mosaics and other cultural elements linked to Pompeii and ancient 
Rome as part of the Disasters and Dilemmas project. 
 
Colour Skills / Painting 
Colour mixing, blending colour choice, brush control, etc. knowledge of colour the-
ory, mixing of colour primary, secondary and tertiary colours.  Pencil drawing skills 
(shading techniques, observational drawing).  
 
Critical Studies 
The above is incorporated with the Disasters and Dilemmas project. 
 
Culture 
A culture (non-European) to reinforce painting and drawing skills and extend use 
of media. 
 
Pupils also work on 5 intervention “Thinking Lessons” on: 
Viewpoints 
Interiors 
Symbols and Relationships 
Value and Rarity 
 
Parents can assist with all years by encouraging their children to practise 
their drawing skills just as they might encourage them to read or write.  
Drawing is a skill that can be developed, not just a special gift.  Like all 
skills practice will improve performance. 

 
DRAMA 

 
In Year 7, you are introduced to the basic principles of 

movement, mime and mask.  In your lessons you learn to ‘warm up’ and physi-
cally prepare for a Drama lesson.  ‘Starter activities’ encourage you to learn how 
to work together and sharpen your concentration skills.  In your lesson you will 
learn about:- 
 
• Mime, movement and the creation of a comic character from the ‘Comedia del 

Art’ Theatre Tradition. 
• Characterisations.  Creating a character using movement, gesture, expression, 

voice and interaction. 
• Improvisation (making plays up). 
• How to use acting area and levels. 
• Audience awareness. 
• How to perform using ‘masks’ in the Ancient Greek Tradition. 
 
Parental Support 
Encourage pupils through learning of lines set to homework and written evalua-
tions.  Encourage pupils to see live theatre, discuss the experience and evaluate 
the presentation of a range of dramatic performances. 



Established Excellence 

 

 O:2010-11 Booklets/Curriculum Information Booklet Y7 

ENGINEERING 
During the first year pupils will work on three projects: 
 
1. Mini Torch Project 
Pupils will design and make a small torch from 3 pieces of plastic.  This project 
introduces simple circuit work and develops skills of working with plastics, and 
joining materials. 
 
2. Phone Holder Project 
Pupils will design and make a phone holder from a sheet of plastic.  This project 
introduces pupils to the properties of plastics, how to improve the properties and 
working characteristics of plastic. 
 
3. Modelling Project 
Pupils will design and make a tactile model of a product.  This will introduce pupils 
to graphics and modelling techniques for product design. 
 
Parental Assistance 
All pupils will require basic Drawing equipment to complete homework tasks.  
Useful equipment would include a HB pencil, 300mm ruler, coloured pencils, 
a .5 black fine liner and an eraser.  Parents may wish to purchase Key Stage 3 
study guides which will be recommended in school. 

 
FOOD 

 
In this unit pupils will investigate a range of basic and small electrical kitchen 
equipment.  This includes:~  
 
Using basic equipment  E.g: Fresh fruit  salad. 
Using knives.    E.g: French bread pizza and vegetable soup. 
Using the cooker     E.g: Basic sponge, flapjacks and basic bread. 
Weighing and measuring  E.g: Fruit crumble, scones and shortbread 
Using small electrical equipment E.g: Fairy cakes, raspberry buns 
 
Practical work is a key part of this unit. Pupils will watch demonstrations and then 
use their skills to prepare and cook dishes using basic and small electrical  
kitchen equipment.  
Pupils who successfully complete this unit may achieve the Bronze Award from 
Active Kids Get Cooking. 

 
Parents Or Guardians Can Assist Pupils By:~ 
 
• Providing them with a basic recipe book. 
• Providing ingredients, etc., for practical lessons. 
• Encouraging them to experience different types of foods from other cultures. 
• Encouraging them to practise at home.  
• Ensure that homework is completed to a high standard and handed in on time. 
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TEXTILES 
Textiles ‘Ugly Bug’ Project 
During Year 7 pupils undertake a range of design and make projects.  Projects 
ensure that pupils build upon the skills from Key Stage 2 and progression is made.  
Pupils will look at a range of both modern and traditional methods of fabric design.  
The practical elements of the course are very important.  Pupils will be expected to 
purchase their own materials and components however, school has a bank of 
resources if required. 
 

HUMANITIES 
 

 In the Autumn Term of Year 7, Humanities subjects—Geography, History and 
Religious Education—along with Citizenship will be taught in two half day blocks, 
and pupils will usually be taught by the same member of staff for all of these 
lessons.  Art, Music, Drama, Dance and other subjects will be working closely with 
the Humanities Faculty and PSHCEE to deliver a ’themed’ unit on “Disasters and 
Dilemmas”.  
 
Pupils will study PSHCEE related topics such as What is a disaster, Being involved 
in a natural disaster and What does the Disasters and Emergencies Committee do? 
They will also plan and carry out a fundraising activity to support victims of natural 
disasters. 
Geography sessions will concentrate on How natural disasters occur, case studies 
of natural disasters and How people respond to natural disasters.  In History related 
topics, pupils will consider dilemmas such as How do we find out about people in 
the past and whether we can trust the evidence we have, and will examine the 
question Was the Black Death a disaster?   
 
Religious Education examines dilemmas such as What do I believe, How was the 
world created and Can God be experienced? 
 
The new curriculum is designed to deliver to pupils an exciting programme of study 
to encourage them to be creative and expand their presentation skills, and to 
develop their Personal, Learning and Thinking (PLT) skills.  It is intended that pupils 
will have the opportunity to listen to presentations from a number of outside 
agencies and speakers. 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

Spring Term: 
Introduction to Physical, Human and Environmental Geography. 
Asking Geographical Questions: Do You Really Know Where You Live? 
Settlement Studies: Where do we live and what is a settlement?  Why do 
settlements change and why do we need more houses?  Transport within and 
between settlements. 
The Problem of Waste Disposal and The 3 Rs: (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle). 
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Summer Term: 
Geographical Skills: Different scale maps and plans, compass directions and meas-
uring distances, using grid references to locate places and features on maps.  How 
contours and spot heights show height and shape of the land.  How we use  
photographs and how to carry out a geographical enquiry? 
Understanding why some countries are dry whilst others flood.  The Hydrological 
Cycle.  The impacts of floods and droughts.  Ensuring water supplies and sustain-
able use of water.  The role of NGOs such as WaterAid. 
 
 
Parental Assistance: 
Parents can help by the purchase of relevant books especially an up to date 
World Atlas. 
Encourage the use and reading of the free 1:25000 OS Map issued to each pu-
pil in Year 7.  
Encourage use of relevant media including Internet, TV Programmes and 
Newspapers on Geographical topics and themes. 
 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
In the Spring and Summer terms, pupils will study a unit How have the lives of peo-
ple in Britain changed? which focuses on the way in which the lives, beliefs, ideas 
and attitudes of people in Britain have changed over time. 
Topics to be studied will include: 
 
Celtic and Roman Britain—roundhouses and villas  
Roman engineering 
Was life in the Middle Ages peaceful or dangerous? 
Living conditions from the Saxons to the Stuarts 
Why were death rates in Birkenhead so high? - 19th Century living conditions 
What did people in the Middle Ages believe? 
Why was a priory built in Birkenhead?  
Romans to Stuarts – how did people in the past entertain themselves? 
 
Parental Assistance 
There are many historical and archaeological television programmes and a 
number of local sites/places of interest which may support the topics we are 
studying. 
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 Religious Education 
Disasters and Dilemmas, Rites of Passage, Gotoma Buddha 

 
The aim of the course is to help pupils to: 

• Introduce Religious Education and critical thinking 
• Develop investigative, analysis and evaluation skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parental Support: 
Remind your child that there are shortened PowerPoint’s of each lesson on the 
Religious Education/Studies section on the VLE which can be accessed at home to 
assist with homework and revision. 

 
Gotama Buddha 

 

This unit introduces Buddhism to 
pupils, focussing on Siddhartha Go-
tama’s life and teachings.  Pupils 
consider how faith and action go 
hand in hand, and compare and 
contrast Buddhism with other world 
religions.   

 

Disasters and  
Dilemmas 

 

In this first unit, 
one member of staff teaches the 
new Year 7 forms RE, Geogra-
phy, History and PSHCEE.  In 
the RE element, pupils investi-
gate why disasters happen in the 
world – are they anyone’s fault?  
Pupils also consider beliefs and 
creation theories and who they 
are and their responsibilities to 
the people around them. 
  

Rites of Passage 
 
 

Pupils look at Rites of 
Passage (important events) in 
people’s lives from different relig-
ions. They review Baptism, Bar 
Mitzvah, Aqiqah as well as looking 
at the ways that religions celebrate 
life and death.  This is the first 
taste of comparing religions that 
pupils have. 
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 ICT 
 
Unit 5        Unit 1 
Developing my knowledge      Developing E-Safety 
of sequencing in control      knowledge and the 
technology        use of Audacity 
 
 
 

YEAR 7 ICT 
 
 
 
 

Unit 4     Unit 3    Unit 2 
Developing my database  Communication  Developing my 
Knowledge and skills  using Photo Story  Spreadsheet skills. 
 

MUSIC 
 

In the Music Department we aim to make your child’s experience of Music as 
practical and varied as possible. As well as the opportunity for him or her to 
experience Music in lesson time we also offer a big programme of extra-curricular 
activities including Pop Choir, Guitar Clubs, Brass Band, Pop Groups, Gamelan, DJ 
club, Music Technology Club, Drumming group and Keyboard Club. Annually we 
have productions like the “Arts Showcase” and “Woodchurch has got talent”  
competitions and performances for assemblies and events like the Summer Fair.  
We also offer instrument lessons on the full range of instruments with Wirral 
Instrumental Music Service teachers. We also encourage our students to take part 
in Authority Bands and Instrumental Groups. Our curriculum is linked closely to the 
QCA approved programmes and in Year 7 we deliver 5 units which are… 
The Elements of Music, Structure and form, Exploring the roots of popular music, 
musical clichés and Soundscapes. An outline of each of these units follows. 

• The Elements of Music. This Unit is linked to the work your child should have 
done in Music at Primary Level. They will be involved in creating music of their 
own (Composing) and in learning to evaluate (judge the quality of their work) 
and to describe what they can hear using technical terms such as pitch and 
dynamics. They will also perform individually using voices and instruments, and 
as part of a group. Your child will also improve their musical memory and 
understanding of ways of writing music down.  

• Unit 2 Structure and Form. During this Unit your child will learn about famous 
and successful  structures used by composers in lots of different styles. These 
may include the following… 

 Binary, Ternary, Rondo, Theme and Variations, Verse and Chorus, Call and 
response. They will learn to play a number of pieces and will learn how to 
identify where sections are repeated. They will also compose a number of 
pieces in different structure and will find appropriate ways to write these down.  
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Exploring the Roots of Popular Music. During this Unit your child will learn how to 
perform rhythmically and melodically, compose and improvise in different styles, 
take part in group performances like singing and become aware of how the different 
parts fit together. They will also develop their understanding of music in Ragtime, 
Pop and Folk music styles. 
• Musical clichés. During this unit your child will learn to recognise clichés used 

in Film Music, TV themes, Romantic music, Science Fiction and Spy Movies. 
They will begin to learn how composers use music to set a scene. They will 
also continue to develop their musical skills and ability to invent music and 
work in a group.    

• Soundscapes. During this Unit your child will learn about basic musical 
technology. They will develop their ability to perform using acoustic and 
electronic instruments, learn about different music effects and how to use 
technical terms to describe how composers have used them in their work. 

 
Throughout the year your child will be encouraged to take part fully in all our 
Musical activities. You can support them by encouraging them to continue to play, 
or to take up an instrument. If you have Internet access please encourage 
responsible use of legal streaming services such as “Spotify” and to download and 
use freeware such as “Audacity” and “Looplabs”. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about Music activities here at school. Some key questions they might 
meet are below...   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

How do I describe what I 
can hear? What terms 
do I need to know? 

How is Music used to set a 
scene? Is it better to have a 
visual image or can we use 
our imagination to create a 
sense of place or time? 

How can I develop my  
confidence so I can take more of a 
leading role? How can I help other 
people in my group? 

How do all the parts  
     in a piece fit  
       together? 

How successful was my piece? 
Which skills have I developed? 
Did my group collaborate well? If 
not how can we improve next 
time? What comments did other 
members of my group make? Did 
we work well as a team? 

What is a storyboard? How do 
film and TV composers use 
them? 

What do vocoder,  
reverb, sampler, loop, distor-
tion, delay acoustic and 
electronic mean? What do 
they sound like when we 
alter music? How can I spot 
them when they are used?  
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CITIZENSHIP AND PSHEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Finance     Learning to be together 
How are you with money?     Friends, body language. 
celebrity spending,      falling out, peaceful problem 
what banks do.      solving 
 
 
 
 
 
Careers Education and 
Guidance 
My strengths, 
planning the future, 
dream jobs, transitions 
 
 
 
 
 
Puberty       Alcohol and Smoking 
Physical, emotional and     how they affect health 
social changes,      peer pressure, risk taking 
how the media portrays     and making choices 
puberty  

CITIZENSHIP 
AND 

PSHEE 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Pupils have two PE lessons a week during year 7. The aim is to introduce them to 
as many different sports as possible and improve their level of performance and 
knowledge of each activity area.  
 
Examples of the Sports pupils participate in:  
 
Dance     Football   Gymnastics 
Outdoor Education    Basketball   Football 
Netball    Rugby    Athletics   
Rounders     Softball   Cricket 
 
Parental Assistance:  
Parents can help by: 

• Reinforcing the positive benefits of taking part in physical activity. 
• Encouraging pupils to check that they have the correct PE kit for the 

activity  
• Informing PE staff of any issues which prevents their child from partici-

pating in PE.  
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 
Pupils study both Spanish and French until October half term.  They then choose 
to continue with two or concentrate on just Spanish or French. 
 
There are four skills in Modern Languages and pupils need to work on each one of 
these areas although they may find one much easier than another.  Work done is 
skill based and only loosely based on topics. 
 
Listening 
Listening can be one of the harder skills to master and it is important that your 
child gets as much practice as possible listening to other people speak the foreign 
language.  If pupils bring in blank cassettes their language teacher can record ex-
tra material to reinforce or extend upon what has already been covered in class. 
 
Speaking and Writing 
Extra listening practice will also help your son / daughter enhance their speaking 
skills.  They will also find it useful if they can teach someone at home what they 
have been learning to say during their lessons.  Access to a tape recorder with mi-
crophone will enable them to record and listen to themselves.  In this way they will 
also be able to keep a record of material covered which would be a very useful re-
vision aid. 
Your child will be expected to regularly learn phases by heart for homework.  It is  
essential that they develop good practice from the start.  Learning will be checked 
in school but it would be of great benefit if it could also be tested at home both 
from the foreign language into English and vice versa (including spelling). 
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Reading 
Pupils will find reading the easiest skill to improve upon on their own.  Readers may 
be borrowed from school to give further practice at home.  Pupils need not try to un-
derstand every single word although a foreign language dictionary at home will help 
them identify single words and assist them in developing the skill of reading to get 
the gist of a passage. 
 
Pupils are set for Modern Languages after October half term based on results in 
unit tests and the quality of classwork and homework produced. 
 
We aim to ensure that learning a foreign language is an enjoyable and successful 
experience for all pupils.  Should your son / daughter ever have any difficulties with 
the subject not only can they see their class teacher they can also come along to 
our "Drop in Surgery" on Fridays. 
 
As well as ensuring that homework is always completed and well presented there 
are several other ways in which parents can help their child practice and improve 
their linguistic skills.  If you follow just some of the advice contained here we guar-
antee that your son / daughter will make further progress. 




