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Key Stage 4 2010-12 

DIPLOMA in Environmental and Land-Based Studies 

Based at Woodchurch High School, this exciting 
new Diploma offers pupils a unique opportunity to 
begin studying Horticulture, Agriculture and the 
Environment. 
Pupils will study at Level 2, which confers the 
equivalent of 7 GCSE’s at grade C or above. 
There are no examinations and pupils are as-
sessed purely on their coursework assignments. 

The Diploma consists of 8 compulsory units and 
takes a day and a half a week across two years. 
We will be working in conjunction with Reaseheath 
College, Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council, Wir-
ral Ranger service and Merseyside Waste Man-
agement amongst many other  
organisations.  It is both an academic and  
practical course with genuine progression to  
further education and suited for the more able pu-
pil with a budding interest in this field.  

The Diploma in Environmental and Land-Based Studies consists of three com-
ponents: 
• Principle Learning—8 Units each assessed by assignments 
• Generic Learning (including a project and work experience within the field) 
• Additional Specialist Learning (To be selected from 1½ GCSE’s or BTEC) 

THIS COURSE IS FOR YOU IF YOU……. 
 
• are at Level5 in your KS3 Teacher Assess-

ments 
• think you would be interested in growing a va-

riety of plants and working in the  
 polytunnel 
• are concerned about the Environment 
• enjoy practical work and activities 
• like animals and are interested in working with 

farm animals like sheep, horses and cows 
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DIPLOMA  
IN SOCIETY HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
 
 
Course:  Edexcel Diploma in Society Health and Development Level 2 
 
This exciting new course is worth 7 GCSE’s at grades A* to C and covers 4 sec-
tors that we work closely with: 
 

♦ Social care   
♦ Health    
♦ Criminal justice   
♦ Children and young people 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils will visit  courts, police stations, care homes and nurseries and will learn 
from visitors in school as well as out of school.  Some of their learning will take 
place at Arrowe Park Hospital, Wirral Metropolitan College and local City Learning 
Centres. 
 
Assessment: 7 of the 8 units in principal learning are assessed through course-
work.  There are exams in Unit 4: Health, Wellbeing and Lifestyle and on the 3 
functional skills. 
 
Parental Support: 
Parents can support pupils by talking to them about current affairs related to 
crime, health, care etc and by supporting pupils in regular attendance since this 
will be crucial for pupils to have their best chance of success.  Parents can also 
support pupils by ensuring that any homework or test preparation is completed 
thoroughly and on time. 
 
 
 
 

SOCIETY HEALTH &  
DEVELOPMENT DIPLOMA 

PRINCIPAL LEARNING ADDITIONAL SPECIALIST LEARNING 
= A GCSE OPTION 

PERSONAL  
LEARNING AND 

THINK ING SKILLS 

PROJECT FUNCTIONAL SKILLS 
ENGLISH, MATHS  and IT 
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 The aim of the course is to help pupils to: 
•  Learn about different religious beliefs 
•  Improve their personal, social and cultural development 
•  Reflect upon their own beliefs, opinions and values 

 

 
 
 

 
 There are two examinations, lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes 
 each.  There are four compulsory questions on each paper. The 
 examination board is WJEC. 

 
Parental Support: 
• It is not necessary to belong to or practice a faith in order to be successful in 

this course. However encouragement and support can be given through 
visiting various churches and cathedrals. 

• Watching and discussing a wide variety of programmes from television, 
especially those who confront religious issues, such as; Panorama, 
Watchdog and Tonight. 

• Remind your child that there are shortened PowerPoint’s of each lesson on 
the Religious Education/Studies section on the VLE which can be accessed 
at home to assist with homework and revision. 

Religious Studies - Christianity, Philosophy & Ethics 

 Abortion and 
Euthanasia 

 Worship and 
Pilgrimage 

 Marriage 
and Divorce 

 Justice, 
Crime and 
Criminals 

 

 

The  
Existence of 

God 

 Festivals 
and Rites of 

Passage 

 Beliefs and 
Sources of 
Authority 

 Conflict, War 
and Peace 

 What is 
covered on 
the course? 
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Over their time in Key Stage 4, pupils undertake Work Related 
Learning. This is broadly split into three components: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Activities include:  
 
• Work Experience – usually undertaken as a two week block in Year 10 
• Extended Work Experience – usually one day per week for selected pupils 
• Enterprise Days – in addition to enhancement and enrichment activities 
Vocational Courses – as detailed elsewhere in this booklet 
 
Within Enterprise, pupils also develop the following ‘Skills for Work’: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, pupils, as part of the PSHCE programme, are taught Careers 
Education. The aim is to develop and equip pupils with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills they need for effective decision making, as well as their 
own life-long learning and career development. 

 School works closely with Greater Merseyside 
 Connexions, who support this programme through 
 individual Guidance Interviews, drop-in sessions, as well 
 as group work activities. See the VLE for much more  

 detailed information about all of the above. 

Core Subjects 
Careers Education and Guidance 

Learning about 
Work 

Learning for 
Work 

Learning through 
Work 
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All pupils continue with their Physical Education lessons in Years 10 and 11. Pupils 
have one lesson per week and can choose the activity they participate in. Choices 
are based upon the facilities and staff available at the time. Pupils can change their 
chosen activities every half or full term.  
 

 
 
Key Stage 4  
Pupils continue to be assessed in their chosen activity throughout Years 10 and 
11. The level that pupils received at the end of Key Stage 3 is used to form a target 
grade which pupils can work towards throughout the Key Stage. Pupils are 
awarded a final level at the end of Key Stage 4.  
 
 
Pupils are assessed in the relevant National Curriculum areas: 
ο Outwitting Opponents 
ο Accurate Replication of Skill 
ο Performing at Maximum Levels in relation to Height, Speed & Distance 
ο Exploring & Communicating Ideas effectively 
ο Exercising Safely 
ο Identifying & Solving Problems 

Core Subjects 
Physical Education 

Examples of  
Possible  
Activities 

Basketball Badminton 

Trampolining 

Dance 

Football 
Handball 

Netball 

Fitness: 
Aerobics/ 
Boxercise/ 

Circuit 
Training 
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Core Subjects 
RP (Religious Education, Citizenship & Personal Social 

Health and Economic Education 

 
 In accordance with the 1988 Education Reform Act, Religious  
 Education is compulsory for pupils, as is Citizenship which is a 
 statutory subject. 
 

 The aims of the course are to help pupils to: 
• Develop an understanding of the nature of religion, be-

liefs and experiences.  
• Explore the way religious beliefs shape life and conduct. 
• Become active and responsible citizens 

 Democracy     
and Justice 

 Personal   
Finance and 

Careers 

     Sex and 
Relationships 
 

  
Discovering 

Judaism 

  
Introduction to 

Hinduism  

 Global       
Economy 

  
Introduction to 

Buddhism 

  
 The Local 

Church 

  

Units  

Parental Support: 
 
It is not necessary to belong to or practise a faith in order to be successful in 
this course. However encouragement and support can be given by providing 
pupils with the opportunity to develop their own attitudes and responses to a 
variety of issues and problems facing society today. 




